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Ok,  so  we  have  the  second  best 

in  the  Bay  Area. 


When  it  comes  to  security  Grand  Marina  is  right  up  there  with  San  Quentin.  Night  watch  on  our 
docks,  parking  lot  and  in  our  marine  Center.  Secured  gatehouses  and  common  facilities;  our 
on-site  security  staff  patrols  the  area  to  prevent  your  property  from  being  damaged  or  stolen. 
Located  in  quiet  Alameda,  Grand  marina  is  protected  from  the  sea  as  well.  Don't  leave  your  investment 
floating  in  just  any  marina.  Get  total  piece  of  mind  -  security  from  Grand  Marina. 


Fasujies* 

•  Over  400  Concrete  BeVths  30-60  ft. 

•  Secured  Gatehouses  (Key  Accessed  Only) 

•  Dockside  Electrical  (up  to  50  A  -  220  V) 

•  Cable  TV  &  Telephone  Services 

•  Trailerable  Dry  Storage 

•  Heated  &  Tiled  Restrooms  with 
Individual  Showers 

•  Full  Service  Fuel  Dock  &  Mini  Mart 

•  Sailboat  &  Powerboat  Brokers  On  Site 


•  60  Ton  TRAVELIFT 

•  2  Acre  Boatyard 

•  Complete  Service  Facilities 

•  Chandlery 

•  Electronics  Sales  &  Service 

•  Engine  Maintenance  &  Repair 

•  Machine/Prop  Shop 

•  Rigging  Shop 

•  Canvas  Work  and  Woodworking 


(iivc  us  a  call 


(5io)  865-1200 


GRAND 

MARINA 


GENTRY-ANDERSON 

Leasing  Office  Open  Daily 
2099  Grand  Street 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
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A  FISH  TALE 


Ever  since  Rich  Holden  bought  his  new 
asymmetric  spinnaker  and  furling  jib, 
he's  been  catching  a  lot  of  fish. 

Last  spring,  he  towed  Seabird,  his  F-27 
folding  trimaran,  to  sail  in  Pensacola, 
Florida,  then  to  Miami  to  sail  on  to  the 
Bahamas  and  to  fish.  And  he  caught  a 
lot  of  fish.  As  it  turns  out,  you  just  have 
to  be  going  about  6  knots  to  catch  fish. 
And  with  the  new  spinnaker,  that  only 
required  about  4  knots  of  wind! 

In  August,  Rich  hauled  the  boat  to 
Whiskeytown  Lake  near  Redding, 
California,  then  up  to  the  San  Juans  and 
Canada  to  relax  and  to  sail  —  impossible 
in  the  light  air  without  the  new  spinna¬ 
ker. 

And  then  in  October,  Rich  joined  in 
Latitude  38's  Baja  Ha-Ha  Rally  to  Cabo 
San  Lucas,  finishing  first  in  his  division, 
all  the  while  catching  more  fish.  "You 
haven't  lived  until  you've  caught  a  125- 
pound  marlin  with  the  spinnaker  up." 

So  it's  not  the  lure.  It's  not  the  bait.  It's 
Pineapple  Sails.  Just  ask  Rich! 


YOUR  DEALER  FOR:  Musto  Foul  Weather  Gear  &  Headfoil  2 

Sails  in  need  of  repair  may  be  dropped  off  at: 

West  Marine  Products  in  Oakland 
Svendsen's  in  Alameda  &  Bay  Riggers  in  Sausalito 


PINEAPPLE  SAILS 


*  Powered  by  Pineapples 


Phone  (510)  444-4321 
Fax  (510)  444-0302 
Website  www.sailmaker.com 

123  SECOND  STREET,  OAKLAND,  CALIFORNIA  94607 
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Dehler  4 1C 


Beneteau  40.7 


Island  Packet  380 

The  new  Island  Packet  380  is  a  brilliant  design.  Many  people  are  calling 
it  a  breakthrough  boat  which  redefines  what  can  be  achieved  in  a 
bluewater  liveaboard  yacht  of  less  than  40'.  The  interior  is  remarkable, 
each  interior  component;  the  aft  cabin,  owner's  cabin,  head,  main 
salon,  galley,  is  huge  and  has  unique  design  elements  like  the  slide 
away  sink  in  the  aft  cabin.  The  hull,  keel  and  sail  plan  have  been 
optimized  for  the  sailing  enthusiast  to  provide  sparkling  performance. 
This  boat  is  a  winner  with  over  50  sold  in  less  than  six  months. 

V. 

LOA  ..' . 39'  7"  Sail  Area/Disp . 18.6 

LWL . 32' 0”  Hull  Design: 

Beam . 13'  2"  Bob  Johnson,  N.A. 

Draft . 4'  7" 

Displacement .  appro>t.  21 ,000 

Ballast . 9,000  lbs 

Sail  Area . 885  sq  ft 


The  new  Wauquiez  43  Pilot  Saloon  is  an 
exquisite  yacht.  The  fit  and  finish  is  perfec¬ 
tion.  The  hardware  and  systems  are  what  you 
would  hope  to  find  on  a  custom  yacht.  The 
construction  is  bulletproof  and  incorporates 
a  unique  "Interlock  Duralite  System”  and  a 
"Twaron  Hull  Shield"  to  minimize  damage  in 
a  collision.  This  design  provides  high  perfor¬ 
mance  and  maximum  control  with  power 
winches  to  handle  the  heavy  work.  A  cruising 
couple  can  go  anywhere  on  this  elegant  boat 
in  ultimate  comfort,  safety  and  style. 


This  dual-purpose  design  presents  a  seamless  Cruising  World  magazine's  panel  of  experts 

blend  that  doesn't  concede  to  either  race-  judged  the  Dehler  41  to  be  the  Best  Overall  Boat 

boat  or  to  all  out  bluewater  cruiser  compro-  of  the  Year  in  1998.  over  a  prime  group  of  32 

mises.  Whether  you  race  a  little,  a  lot,  or  just  candidates.  The  steel  reinforced  grid  system  and 

savor  exceptional  sailing  performance,  this  one-piece  hull  and  deck  are  impressive.  With  all 

Bruce  Farr  design  provides  high  quality  sail-  j  sail  control  lines  leading  back  to  the  helm  and 
ing  for  avid  sailors  and  the  cruising  family.  On  push  button  power  winches  for  singlehanded 

the  40.7  you  enjoy  great  performance  and  sailing  ease,  you  can  even  reef  the  main  without 

exceptional  comfort.  With  its  (3)  staterooms,  leaving  the  wheel.  Like  the  judges,  you  will 

full  galley,  and  elegantly  appointed  light  pear-  appreciate  the  highly  functional  and  exception- 

wood  interior,  the  40.7  is  a  performance  boat  ally  comfortable  accommodations  on  this  to- 

that  your  wife  will  love.  tally  unique  yacht. 


GREAT  BUYS 


62' 

Beneteau,  '95 . 

$995,000 

61' 

Wauquiez,  '89 . 

..  795,000 

50' 

Beneteau,  '96 . 

..  469,000 

47' 

Wauquiez,  '85 . 

..  224,000 

47' 

Steel  Ketch,  '62 ... 

. Call 

42s7  Beneteau,  '94 . 

..  169,000 

42' 

Beneteau . 

....  89,000 

38' 

Island  Packet,  '90 

..  149,000 

390 

Beneteau,  '91 . 

....  89,900 

38s5  Beneteau,  '92 . 

....  98,000 

35s5  Beneteau,  '93 . 

....  89,950 

321 

Beneteau,  '98 . 

. Call 

320 

Catalina,  '95 . 

. Call 

30' 

Hunter,  '92 . 

....  42,000 

Passage^Jachts 


1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd. 
Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 

(510)  236-2633 

Fax  (510) 234-01 18 
www.sfsailing.com/passage 
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Boat  of  the  Year, 
k  Best  J 
Value  Jg 
i»7  Jm 


Boat  of  the  Year 
I*  Best 
-  Overall 
>  Cruiser 
■  19% 


Island  Packet  45 


X-412 


Wauquiez  4 IS 


Beneteau  321 


Beneteau  36CC 


Beneteau  40CC 


Island  Packet  320 


Island  Packet  40 


Boat  of  the  Year 
Best 
Midsize 
Cruiser  j 
1998 1 


J 


If  You  Want  a 

Boat  Show 

Come  to  Passage  Yachts’  Open  House  Weekend 

FEBRUARY  27-28 


Beneteau  Oceanis  411 

What  do  you  really  want  in  a  cruising  yacht ? 

Impeccable  sailing  manners?  Solid  construction? 
Easily  handled  rig?  A  roomy,  highly  livable  interior? 
Rich,  furniture -grade  woodwork?  An  extensive  list 
of  standard  equipment?  A  safe,  comfortable  cock¬ 
pit?  Furling  mainsail  and  genoa?  Great  engine 
access?  How  about  an  affordable  price?  A  "Boat  of 
the  Year"  award  from  Cruising  World  magazine’s 
panel  of  experts?  Customer  service  backed  by  the 
world's  largest  sailboat  builder? 

If  you  want  all  of  the  above,  the  Beneteau  Oceanis 
411  just  may  be  your  boat. 
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he  Pacific  Coast's  Largest  Catamaran  Dealer 


Are  you  a  longtime  sailor,  still  in  love 
with  boating,  but  tired  of  the  hassle  of 
managing  sails? 


Then  you  deserve  the  Maryland  37,  the  all-new 
"catamaran  trawler"  from  Fountaine  Pajot 
(world's  largest  builder  of  sail-cruising  cats). 


MARYLAND  37  CATAMARAN 

The  Exceptionally  Comfortable  Trawler  Yacht 


jhIMK 


mm 


TWIN-HULL  DESIGN  GUARANTEES  YOU: 

•  More  Speed  (with  less  horsepower) 

Up  to  20  knots  -  choose  from  twin  75-to-140-hp  diesels) 

•  Superior  Comfort 

No  "rollin'  your  guts  out"  at  anchor  or  underway 

•  Better  Fuel  Efficiency 

Use  up  to  40%  less  fuel  than  a  monohull  trawler 

•  Greater  Range  •  Beachable 

Up  to  1,200  miles  Try  that  with  a  typical  trawler 

Only  $249,995  (FOB  France)  But  hurry!  The  first  12  models  already  sold. 
Next  availability?  June,  1999 


Are  you  still  in  love  with  sailing, 
but  wish  there  were  a  faster 
and  more  comfortable  alternative? 


Then  discover  the  cruising-cat  advantage! 
No-heel  sailing  that’s  faster,  easier, 
and  waaayyy  more  comfortable. 


Look!  www.cruisingcatsusa.com 


Rod  Gibbons' 

Cruising  Cats  USA 

2099  Grand  Street,  Alameda,  CA  9450 1 

(510)  814-0251 

fax  (510)  814-8765 


Luxury  Sailing  At  Its  * Level  Best  * 


AQUILON  2 '"Pocket  Rocket"  (26'x  15' 
x  23").  Only  1,950  lbs.  Trailerable.  Sail 
18-22  knots.  NO-heel.  $80k  (fob) 


LAGOON  410 


World  cruiser 
(41'  x  23'6"  x  3'10"). 

Sail  11-15  knots. 

3  or  4  cabins,  2  or  3  heads. 
Twin  dsls. 
$291,000  FOB 


LAGOON  380(38'  x  20'6"  x3'6").  New 
"kid  sister"  to  the  410.  Outside  &  in 
helms.  3  sold!  Approx.  $200k  (fob). 


GEMINI  10®est  value  &  most  popu¬ 
lar  of  all  40  cats  we  offer  (34'  x  14'  x 
18").  $115k  new  (fob).  Fully  equipd. 


ATHENA  38Fountaine  Pajot  (38’  x  20’6" 
x  3'6").  Same  layout  as  the  42'  Veneda, 
but  $100k  cheaper.  $190k  (fob). 
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Reduced!  Factory  finished  and  anxious  sell¬ 
ers  makes  her  a  great  deal.  Now  $39,500. 


New  Listing.  New  sails,  instruments.  Very 
clean.  Head  to  Mexico.  Our  dock.  $34,500. 


New  Listing.  A  very  comfortable  center 
cockpit  cruiser.  At  our  docks.  $95,000. 


YACHTS 

(510)  814-0400  f 


Monohull  Brokerage 


25'  FREEDOM,  '84 .  $9,950 

27'  NEWPORT,  '88 .  $17,900 

27'  NOR  SEA,  '93 .  $39,500 

27’  CATALINA .  $8,500 

28'  ISLANDER,  '77 .  $17,900 

28'  LANCER . $7,000 

28’  PEARSON,  ’79 .  $13,950 

29'  J/29,  '84  . $22,500 

30'  NEWPORT .  $12,500 

30’  C&C,  '71 . $16,500 

30'  NEWPORT,  '87 .  $32,000 

32'  ISLANDER,  '77 .  $23,000 


32'  CATFISHER . .  $96,000 

32'  ARIES,  '81  . $39,500 

32'  PEARSON  323,  ’77  ..  $34,500 

33’  NANTUCKET,  '68 .  $25,000 

33'  HUNTER,  ’79 .  $23,500 

36’  YAMAHA,  ’79 .  $54,500 

36'  COLUMBIA .  $28,500 

37'  LAGOON,  '93 .  $209,000 

38’  ATHENA,  '98 .  $225,000 

43’  GULFSTAR,  '76 .  $95,000 

48'  LIGHTWAVE,  '90  ....  $289,500 

82'  VATON  25M .  $1.2M 


New  listing.  One  owner  boat  in  top  shape. 
Great  for  cruising  anywhere.  $39,500. 


44'  BOMBAY  EXPLORER  \ 


Reduced!  Very  affordable  and  spacious  off¬ 
shore  cruiser.  Stop  by  &  see.  Now  $59,500. 


Reduced!  Nicely  appointed  inter.  One  of  the 
most  popular  Bay  boats  around.  $29,950. 


48' OYSTER,  1990  ; 


Rock  solid  performance  cruiser  w/ enclosed 
aft  cabin.  At  our  dock.  Asking  $54,900. 


Highly  recommended  as/tn  affordable/ comfort¬ 
able  boat  for  the  family  on  the  Bay.  $1 7,900. 


Diesel,  AP,  roomy  cockpit,  furling  and  lines 
led  aft.  At  our  dock.  $17,900. 


Schumacher  designed  for  top  performance  in 
any  ocean  in  the  world.  Equipped.  $295,000. 


Multihulls 


Your  catamaran  experts  on 
the  West  Coast.  Here's  a 
small  list.  Call  for  more! 


36'  SOLARIS,  '91  . $124,000 

37'  LAGOON  .  $155,000 

39’  PRIVILEGE  . $185,000 

40'  DEAN,  '97 .  $265,000 

42'  FAST  CAT,  '86 . $110,000 

42'  LAGOON .  $179,000 

42'  VENEZIA,  '97 . $377,000 

46'  BAHIA,  '97 . $459,000 


Sistership  at  our  dock.  This  one  is  equipped 
for  cruising  or  charter  work.  $220,000. 


Put  your  food  &  clothes  on  board  and  you  could 
go  anywhere  in  the  world  tomorrow.  $209,000. 


47'  LAGOON,  '94 . $315,000 

47'  MAYOTTE,  '96  . $590,000 

48’  CATANA,  '93 . $290,000 

48'  PRIVILEGE  14.7 . from  $295,000 

48'  PRIVILEGE  482 . from  $284,000 

50'  PROUT,  '86 . $275,000 

53'  CATANA,  '93 . $519,000 

55'  LAGOON . $595,000 

55'  MASHFORD . $438,000 

56'  MARQUISES . $525,000 

60'  HELLMAN  STEEL,  '96 . $647,000 

77'  ETEL,  '84 . $349,000 


Great  Cruising  Yachts  SitYipSOtl  Bay  •  St.  MciUTtCtl 
in  the  Caribbean 


82'  VATON  25M,  1 

Luxury  and  performance  say  it  all. 

Get  her  now  in  time  for  the  Heineken  regotta! 
Note  the  sat  dish  on  the  transom!  Asking  1 ,2M 


40' 

VAN  DE  STADT  steel . 

...  $189,000 

48’ 

CELESTIAL,  '85 . 

...$170,000 

40' 

OCEANIS,  ’95 . 

...$139,000 

51' 

BENETEAU  OCEANIS  .... 

...  $229,000 

41' 

HAUBERG  RASSY . 

. $87,000 

51' 

BENETEAU  FIRST  51, '89 

...  $279,000 

42' 

BALTIC  MAGNUM,  '88  .. 

...  $174,000 

52' 

GRAND  SOLEIL,  ’91  . 

..,$400,000 

43' 

OYSTER,  '82 . 

...  $195,000 

55' 

SWAN,  70 . 

...$379,000 

44' 

ROBERTS  STEEL . 

...  $120,000 

59' 

JONGERT,  72 . 

...$495,000 

44’ 

MORGAN  191  . 

...  $111,200 

62' 

NAUTICAL, '85 . 

...  $375,000 

44' 

CSY  Walk  Over,  '77 . 

. $69,000 

63' 

JONGERT  19s  . 

,..$690,000 

44' 

HARDIN,  '80 . 

...  $119,000 

80' 

FEADSHIP  MS . 

...  $197,000 

46' 

BENETEAU  456  . 

...  $159,000 

1 78’  CUSTOM  SCHOONER  .. . 

$1,500,000 

47' 

JEANNEAU  SUN  KISS  ... 

...  $126,000 

48' 

C&C  LANDFALL . 

...  $165,000 

More  than  80  boats  available! 

Sales  •  Charters  • 
ASA  Sailing  School 


45'  ROBERTS  PILOTHOUSE 

Inside  steering  and  set  up  to  go  cruising. 
Isn't  it  time  you  start  your  sailing  adventure  in 
Paradise?  St.  Maarten,  NA.  Call  for  specs. 


Stop  by  and  see  us  in  Grand  Marina ,  Alameda 
I^ome  Page:  http://yachtworld.com/bayisland  e-mail:  bayisle@ccnet.com 


2099  GRAND  STREET  A  ALAMEDA,  CALIFORNIA  94501  A  (510)  814-0400  FAX  (510)  814-8765 
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WYLIE  CAT  30 


See  our  award  winning  lineup  for  '99 

Catalinajpfachts  "What  you  value  most" 

Wylleotts  " Easy  handling  and  performance" 

BROKERAGE 


Santa  Cruz  slip  subleases  available  with  new  purchase! 

CATALINA  —  WYLIECAT 


BROKERAGE 


SAIL  POWER 

24'  COLUMBIA  CHALLENGER  $2,900  23'  REGAL, '90 . $18,950 

29'  RANGER,  72  . .  10,000  $2'  PHOENIX  Blackhawk,  '86  ..  29,900 

32'  PEARSON,  '80 . 19,500  38;  BERTRAM,  78 . 123,000 

43'  BENETEAU  13.5  .  82,000  73'"  CUSTOM  CAT,  '95 . Inquire 

2222  East  Cliff  Drive,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062 
(831)  476-5202  Fax  (831)476-5238 

oneillyc@cruzio.com  •  www.oneillnet.com 
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Calm  before  the  storm. 

Larry  Ellison's  Sayonara  at  the  start  of  the 
ill-fated  Sydney-Hobart  Race. 

Copyright  1999  Latitude  38  Publishing  Co..  Inc. 


Latitude  38  welcomes  editorial  contributions  in  the  form  of  stories,  anecdotes, 
photographs  -  anything  but  poems,'  please;  we  gotta  draw  the  line  some¬ 
where.  Articles  with  the  best  chance  at  publication  must  1 )  pertain  to  a  West 
Coast  or  universal  sailing  audience.  2)  be  accompanied  by  a  variety  of 
pertinent,  in-focus  black  and  white  (preferable)  or  color  prints  with  identifica¬ 
tion  of  all  boats,  situations  and  people  therein;  and  3)  be  legible.  Anything  you 
want  back  must  be  accompanied  by  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope. 
Submissions  not  accompanied  by  an  SASE  will  not  be  returned.  We  also  advise 
that  you  not  send  original  photographs  or  negatives  unless  we  specifically 
request  them;  copies  will  workjust  fine.  Notification  time  varies  with  our  workload, 
but  generally  runs  four  to  six  weeks.  Please  don't 'contact  us  before  then  by 
phone  or  mail.  Send  all  submissions  to  Latitude  38  editorial  department,  1 5 
Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 .  For  more  specific  information,  request  writers' 
guidelines  from  the  above  address. 
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Defender  Marine  Insurance 

Managed  by 

Rnrden  &  Brett 
Quote.. .080  01 


nder 

Marine  Outfitter  Since  1938 

The  Largest  Selection  In  Boating  •  The  Lowest  Prices  All  Year  Long 
We  Meet  or  Beat  Lower  Quotes! 


Defender  Industries r  Inc.  •  42  Great  Neck  Road  •  Waterford,  Connecticut  06385 
Phone:  800-628-8225  •  Fax:  800-654-1616  •  e-mail:  orders@DefenderUS.com 


Typographical,  photographic,  pricing,  and  editing  errors  are  unintentional  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  correct  them. 


Please  refer  to  code  LAT38-0299  when  ordering. 


Lewmar 

25mm,  27mm 
&  38mm 
Specialist 
Blocks 

Composite  sheaved  and  cheeked  blocks  use  dual  ball 
races.  Stainless  sheaved  and  cheeked  blocks  use  a 
sinlge  ball  race. 

Model  Description  SWL  Net 


'A 


2990  2024  25mm  Single  High  Load  Wire  Block 

551  $14.64 

2990  2034  38mm  High  Load  Wire  Block 

1102  26.80 

2990  2035  38mm  Singl./bkt  High  Load  Wire  Block 

1102  29.76 

2990  6021  27mm  Single  Footblock 

309  12.24 

2990  6031  38mm  Single  Footblock 

309  16.80 

2990  2020  27mm  Single  Vertical  Lead  Block 

309  19.20 

2990  2022  27mm  Double  Vertical  Lead  Block 

617  31.20 


Samson 

Spectron  1 2  Yacht 
Braid  100%  HWMPE  12-Strand 
single  braid.  The  highest  strength-to-weight 
ratios  available  today.  Excellent  for  tapered 
sheets,  halyards,  running  backs  and  many  other 
uses.  Spectron  1 2  should  be  covered  for  addition¬ 
al  abrasion  resistance  and  holding  power  around 
cleats,  stoppers  and  winches.  Color:  Gray 


Size  (dia.) 

3/16” 

1/4” 

5/16” 

3/8” 

Strength  (lbs.) 

3800 

6600 

9800 

14100 

Price/Ft. 

$0.11 

$1.11 

$1.83 

$2.51 

Also  available  in  7/16 

,  1/2,  9/16 

.  5/8.  7/64, 

1/8.  3/4,  13/16.  7/8  and 

1/2“  dia.  -  please  call  for  prices  and  specifications 

Tech- 1 2  Yacht  Braid  1 00%  Technora  1 2-Strand 
Single  Braid.  Samson’s  strongest  line!  The  combina¬ 
tion  of  extreme  strength,  light  weight,  and  almost 
zero  stretch  makes  Tech  1 2  perfectly  suited  for  hal¬ 
yards,  tapered  sheets,  running  backs,  and  runner 
tails.  Colors:  Blue,  Green,  Red  or  Black 


Size  (dia.) 

3/16" 

1/4" 

5/16" 

3/8" 

Strength  (lbs.) 

5600 

8500 

'13000 

17000 

Price/Ft 

$0.65 

$0.98 

$1.61 

$2.25 

Ocean  PC 

Navigation  Computers 

The  ultimate  in  marine 
navigation  computers. 

Fully  marinized,  shock  & 
vibration  protection,  anti¬ 
glare  coating  reduces  glare 
by  95%  and  increases 
brightness  by  46%  which 
aids  in  daylight  readability.  Practical  onboard  uses 
include:  electronic  charting,  electronic  tides  and  cur¬ 
rents,  wireless  communications,  color  satellite 
weatherfax,  DVD/TV/video  capture,  internet,  Email, 
work  and  even  games. 

Laptop  computers  starting  at  $2489.00 

Desk  top  models  starting  at  $1550.00 

Sunlight  displays  starting  a  $2999.00 

Pilothouse  flat  screens  starting  at  $  1 445.00 


NV200 


Tosco 

Night  Vision 

Monoculars 

Model  NVI00/I00 
has  a  4.3  image 
magnification  and  a 
removable  illuminator  for  viewing  in  total  darkness. 
Model  NV  200  is  a  compact  monocular  with  3.1 
image  magnification,  a  built-in  illuminator  and  a  pro¬ 
tection  sensor  to  eliminate  over-exposure.  Model 
NVI50L  is  the  smallest,  most  compact  Night  Vision 
scope  that  Tasco  has  to  offer  to  date.  Measuring  only 
6"  in  length  and  weighing  only  1 2.6  ozs.  Magnification 
is  0.  power.  All  models  include  carrying  case  and  a 
one  year  manufacturer’s  warranty. 

NVI00/I00  $349.95 

NVI50L  249.95 

NV200  329.95 


RF42I 10 


Ronstan 

Series  40  Smart 
Ratchet  The  WORLD’S 
smartest  block.  It’s  all 
about  feel.  That  subtle 
sensitivity  that  sets  you 
apart  on  the  water.  Thats 
why  RONSTAN  devel¬ 
oped  the  Smart-Ratchet, 
the  first  automatic  ratchet  that  cleverly  engages  and 
disengages  according  to  the  sheet  load  you  feel  in 
your  hand.  The  Ronstan  Smart  Ratchet  is  load 
adjustable,  which  means  you  can  set  the  block  to 
respond  precisely  the  way  you  want  it  to  by  simply 
rotating  the  head  post. 

RF  42100  Single  block,  universal  head  $36.16 
RF  421 10  Single  block,  becket,  univ.  head  $40.16 


RF42I00 


Helly  Hansen 

Young  America  Vest  Waistcoast 
in  water  resistant  oxford  nylon 
lined  with  3mm  pile,  adjustable 
elastic  drawcord  at  hem,  2  front 
zipper  pockets  and  one  inside 
pocket.  Available  in  Classic  Navy 
with  red  lining. 

35  009  $14.95 

Challenge  Jacket 

Comfortable,  non-pillii 
Profleece,  two-toned,  full 
length  center  front  zip¬ 
per,  two  zipper  pockets. 

Available  in  red,  black, 
gold,  and  glacier. 

06  775  $56.00 


Davis 

Sticky  Pockets 

Organize  loose  items 
aboard  or  in  your  car,  RV 
or  truck.  Made  of  marine 
tough  polyportex  mesh 
to  resist  sun  and  water. 

Super  strong  long  life 
suction  cups  provide  instant  attachment  to  any 
smooth  clean  surface.  No  drilling  required.  Ship  3  lbs. 
No.  266  1 0”x 1 0”  $12.95 

No.  261  I0”xl3”  $13.95 


DeckHand  A  convenient  carrying 
caddy  that  attaches  to  rails,  lifeline, 
or  almost  any  horizontal  bar.  Made 
of  strong,  marine-tough  polyportex; 
won’t  scratch  surfaces;  sun  and 
mildew  resistant.  Holds  drinks,  sun¬ 
tan  lotion,  nose  coat,  sunglasses, 
keys,  I.D.,  portable  phone,  pliers, 
tools,  etc.  Leaves  your  hands  free. 
No.  265 


$12.95 


Ronstan 

Offshore  Glove  Full  fingered 
sailing  glove  with  Amara  synthetic 
leather  palms  and  double 
stitching  for  the  ultimate  in  durability 
and  comfort.  Elastic  and  velcro  clo¬ 
sures  at  wrist  and  removable  fleece  liners. 

RF486I  Sizes  S-XL  $35.16 

Tempest  Glove 

RF4840  Short  fingered,  Sizes  XS-XL  $20.95 

RF484I  Three  fingered,  Sizes  XS-XL  23.95 

Sailing  Boots  For  the  small  boat  sailor  as  well 
as  the  big  boat  racer.  Solid  moulded  sole 
designed  minimize  s  slips  on 
board.  Reinforced  vamp  for  more 
comfort  when  using  the  toe  strap. 

CL62  $52.95 


Dahon 

Stainless  Steel  Folding  Bicycle 

No  bicycle  in  the  world  resists 
air  corrosion  better.  5-speed 
Shimano  gears,  grip  shift,  stainless 
steel  frame  and  fork,  20”  alloy 
wheels  with  stainless  steel  spokes, 
and  alloy  brake  caliper.  Weighs  29  lbs.  Folds  to  only  1 3” 
x  25"  x  33”.  Includes  kickstand  and  rear  carrier. 

LS054  Stainless  Steel  Mariner  $419.95 

CB26  Optional  Carry  Bag  54.95 

Mountain  Gold  Folding  Bicycle  Dahon  lowers 
the  price  barrier  on  their  26”  wheel  1 2-speed  folding 
bicycles  with  the  new  Mountain  Gold  (which  is  pearl 
red  in  color). 

ST6I2  Mountain  Gold  $299.95 

CB26  Optional  Carry  Bag  54.95 
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BOAT 

LOANS 

from 

Trident  Funding 


"a  fresh  approach  from 
people  you  can  trust" 


In  Northern  California  call 

JOAN  BURLEIGH 

(800)  690-7770 


In  Southern  California  call 

JEFF  LONG 
KIT  CARLSON 

(888)  883-8634 


http://yachtworld.com/trident 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

□  Enclosed  is  $26.00  for  one  year 


Third  Class  Postage  (Delivery  time  2-3  weeks;  Postal  Service  will  not 
forward  third  class,  so  you  must  make  address  change  with  us  in  writing.) 

□  Third  Class  Renewal  (current subs,  only!) 

□  Enclosed  is  $50.00  for  one  year 

First  Class  Postage  (Delivery  Time  2  to  3  days) 

(Canada  &  Mexico;  First  Class  On/y) 

□  First  Class  Renewal  (current  subs,  only!) 

□  Gift  Subscription  -  Gift  Card  to  read  from: 


We  regret  that 
we  cannot  accept 
foreign  subscriptions, 
nor  do  we  bill  or 
accept  credit  cards 
for  payment. 
Check  or  money 
order  must 
accompany 
subscription 
request. 


Name 


Address 

City  State  Zip 

Please  allow  4-6  weeks  to  process  changes/additions,  plus  delivery  time. 

INDIVIDUAL  ISSUE  ORDERS 

Current  issue  =  $5.00  •  With  classy  ad  placed  =  $3.00 

Back  Issues  =  $7.00  (must  indicate  exact  issue  by  month  or  vol.  #) 

DISTRIBUTION 

□  We  have  a  marine-oriented  business/yacht  club  in  California 
which  will  distribute  copies  of  Latitude  38.  (Please  fill  out  your 
name  and  address  and  mail  it  to  the  address  below.  Distribu¬ 
tion  will  be  supplied  upon  approval.) 

□  Please  send  me  further  information  for  distribution  outside 
California. 


Business  Name 

Type  of  Business 

Address 

City 

.  State  Zip 

County 

Phone  Number 

"we  go  where  the  wind  blows" 


Publisher/Exec.  Editor .. 

.  Richard  Spindler . 

....  'richard@latitude38.com.. 

.  ext.  1 1 1 

Bookkeeping  . 

.  Helen  Nichols  .... 

.  ext.  101 

General  Manager . 

.  Colleen  Levine  ... 

. coileen@latitude38.com .. 

.  ext.  102 

Production . 

.  Christine  Weaver 

....chris@latitude38.com . 

..  ext.  103 

Production . 

.  Kirstin  Kremer.... 

....  kirstin@latitude38.com... 

..  ext.  104 

Production . 

.  Annie  Bates-Winship  annie@latitude38.com  ... 

..  ext.  104 

Advertising . 

.  Mitch  Perkins . 

. mitch@latitude38.com... 

..  ext.  107 

Advertising . 

.John  Arndt . 

. john@latitude38.com . 

..  ext.  108 

Senior  Editor . 

.  Rob  Moore . 

. rob@latitude38.com  ...... 

..  ext.  109 

Managing  Editor . 

.John  Riise . 

. johnr@latitude38.com  ... 

..  ext.  110 

Associate  Editor . 

.  Andy  Turpin . 

. andy@latitude38.com  .... 

..  ext.  112 

A-Cup  Correspondent  ... 

.  George  Backhus. 

. gfbackhus@aol.com 

Directions  to  our  office  . 

ext  212 

Classifieds . 

PYt  ?1 

Subscriptions . 

.  ext.  24 

Distribution . . 

Editorial . 

..ext.  26 

Other  email . 

Website . 

15  Locust  Avenue,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  • 

(415)383-8200  Fax:(415)383-5816 

Please  address  all  correspondence  by  person  or  department  name. 
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farallone  yacht  sales 


(510)523-6730 

1070  MARINA  VILLAGE  PKWY  #104,  ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


I  ^ 

jvT  |Ls, 

•  *  -  *  - 

-jJB-  ’  v  ** 

c^MmS  Catalina//techts 

.  /  LOA . 32' 6" 

/  IWL . 28'  0" 

Beam . 11' 9" 

Draft . fin  keel . 6' O’ 

/  wing  keel . 4'  3" 

/  Ballast . fin  keel . 4,000  lb.  \  , 

/’  wing  keel . 4,400  lb.  ****“““ 

•  Approx,  weight . fin  keel .  11 ,300  lb. 

/  wing  keel . 11,7001b.. 

.  Engine . diesel,  3  cyl . 27  HP 

^  \  Sail  Area..... . . . 521  sq.ft. 

-  "  ;  I  *•-'  m? 


★  ★  OPEN  BOAT  WEEKEND  •  FEBRUARY  13-14  ★★ 


1984  NONSUCH  26 


1985  CATALINA  36 


1985  JEANNEAU  34 


★  BROKERAGE  ★ 


SAILBOATS 

42'  Catalina  42  Mkll,  '95 . 139,900 

40’  Catalina  400,  '95 . 157,900 

39'  WylieCat,  '92 .  149,000 

36'  Catalina,  '85 . 58,000 

35’  Ericson,  76 . 23,500 

34’  Jeanneau,  ’85 . 43,900 

32’  Pearson  323,  79 ....reduced 24,500 

32’  Catalina  320,  ’96 . 79,000 

32’  Chance/Paceship,  73 . $24,200 

32’  Hunter  Vision, ’91  .  59,500 

32’  Bristol  Ketch,  78 . 36,500 

30’  Catalina,  79 . pending  21 ,950 

30’  Hunter,  ’93 . 53,900 

30’  Nonsuch,  ’81  .  57,500 

27’  Catalina, ’81 .  11,900 

27’  Catalina,  ’81 . 8,900 

26’  Nonsuch,  '81  . 36,000 


Based  on  a  high  performance  and  high  volume  hull  design,  the  CATALINA 
320  is  light  on  the  helm  and  tracks  well  under  sail  with  good  power  and  speed. 

Magazine  writers  and  sailors  have  marveled  at  the  sailing  performance  and 
speed  of  the  320.  Carrying  the  beam  well  aft  created  an  exceptionally  stable 
hull  while  providing  space  for  a  large  cockpit  and  interior. 

Inspect  the  small  items  like  fuel  gauge,  turning  blocks,  engine  hour  meter, 
multi  chainplates  and  y-valve,  and  you  will  appreciate  the  quality,  design  and 
value  that  have  made  the  CATALINA  320  the  Consumer's  Choice. 


1993  HUNTER  30 
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HOME  OF  THE 
ALAMEDA  YACHT 
CLUB 


BERTHS  AVAILABLE 

TO  60' 


HARBORMASTER'S  OFFICE:  (510)  522-9080 
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'Everyone  Needs  a  Bigger  Boat " 


KENSINGTON  YACHT  &  SHIP  BROKERS 


Fortman  Marina 

1535  Buena  Vista,  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  865-1777 
Fax  (510)  865-8789 
e-mail:  noahfox@aol.com 


Sausalito 

(415)  332-1707 

e-mail:  kenyacht@aol.com 
website: 

http:/ /yachtworld.com/kensington 


BUC 

NET 


35'  RAJFIKI,  1977 

Veteran  ocean  cruiser  in  good  condition. 
Asking  $48,000. 


AMEL  52  (CHANTIER)  MANGO,  1987 
France's  finest.  A  rare  find. 

Listing  agent:  Jill.  Asking  $195,000.  (sistership) 


42*  PASSPORT  CUTTER,  1981 
Outfitted  for  world  cruise,  beautiful. 
Asking  $130,000. 


CO-OP  LISTINGS  AVAILABLE 
OUTSIDE  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


•  WAUQUIEZ 
Pretorians 
Centurions 


40'  WECO  SLOOP,  1985 
N.Z.'s  steel-hulled  pride.  Extensive  cruising 
inventory.  Listing  agent:  Jill.  Asking  $130,000. 


35'  to  59' 
•OYSTERS 
CONTACT  US  FOR  SPECS 


62'  SPARKMAN  &  STEVENS,  1972 
Alum.  War  Baby.  Vet.  racer/cruiser.  Famous  win¬ 
ner  Fastnet  '79.  Listing  agent:'} ill.  Ask  $425,000. 


27'  DUTCH  PILOTHOUSE,  1980p 

Tough,  compact  motorsailer.  Well  equipped. 
Asking  $36,500. 


50'  BENETEAU,  1991 
Perfect  condition,  cruise-ready. 
Listing  agent:  Jill.  Asking  $229,000. 


51’  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  510, 1993 
A  luxury  performance  cruiser. 
Asking  $279,000. 


35'  NIAGARA,  1981 

A  great  cruiser  by  Hinterhoeller  of  Canada. 
Asking  $67,500. 


32’  ISLANDER,  1977 
The  perfect  Bay  boat. 
Asking  $29,000.  (sistership) 


62’  LOA  COLIN  ARCHER  KETCH,  1977 
World  cruise  veteran. 

Asking  $55,000. 


TOP  QUALITY  LISTINGS  ACCEPTED  FOR 
SHARED  BERTH  RENTAL  AT  FORTMAN  MARINA 
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T AY  AN  A 

ALL  NEW  TAYANA  58  CC 

Cutter  being  c ommissioned  now!!! 

Come  and  take  a  look ... 

This  newTayana  Center  Cockpit  Cutter  is  a  real  cruising  winner!  A  modification  of  the  successful  55' 
Tayana,  the  new  58  has  achieved  a  successful  design  target.  One  of  the  best  to  come  along,  we 
think!  See  this  58'  Tayana  in  the  Pacific  Sail  Expo  at  Jack  London  Square  in  April,  or  while  being 
commissioned. 

The  48'  Tayana  center  cockpit  cutter  has  proven 
to  be  our  most  popular  Tayana!  This  sailboat  is 
fast,  comfortable,  roomy,  superbly  detailed  and 
a  great  offshore  cruiser!  Buyers  of  this  boat 
have  the  advantage  of  the  customization 
privilege.  The  new  48'  Tayana  is  Robert  Perry 
designed  and  attractively  priced  at  $305,000.  It 


ASK  THE  SAILOR 
WHO  OWNS  ONE! 


58'  TAYANA  CENTER  COCKPIT 
CUTTER 


will  be  our  pleasure  to  supply  details. 


48'  TAYANA  CENTER  COCKPIT 
CUTTER 


NEW  TAYANAS  YOU  CAN  ORDER 


37'  Aft  Cockpit  &  Pilothouse  Cutter 
42'  Center  and  Aft  Cockpit  Cutter 
47'/ 48 ’  Center  Cockpit  Cutter 
52'  Center  and  Aft  Cockpit  Cutter 
55/58'  Center  Cockpit  Cutter 
58'  Pilothouse  Cutter 
65'  Center  and  Aft  Cockpit  Cutter 


Sail  comfortably  in  a  cruising  pilothouse 
SMOOTH  •  FAST  •  COMFORTABLE 
Get  what  you  want!  We  customize  -  ask  us  how 
PILOT  HOUSE  CUTTERS  AVAILABLE 
37  •  48  •  58 
ASK  FOR  DETAILS 


q  *  TAYANA  Importer  for  Eighteen  Years!  ▼ 

HUGH  JONES  ' 

Yacht  Broker  2051  Grand  Street  #12,  Alameda,  CA  94501  Tel  (510)  865-2541  Fax  (510)  865-2369 


Hugh  Jones,  the  old  pro, 
says,  "We  need  some 
sailboats  to  sell.  We're 
just  about  sold  out! 

35  years  brokerage 
experience  sells  boat! 

Try  me..." 


55'  TAYANA  CENTER  COCKPIT 
CUTTER,  '85  Loaded  w/ equipment,  3 
staterooms,  2  heads,  includes  gen.,  AC& 
heat  compressor,  dinghy,  watermaker. 
Really  cruise  ready.  $295,000. 


3 T  TAYANA  Mkl  CUTTER,  '76  Really 
great  cond.,  radar,  windvane,  GPS,  new 
dodger,  jib  furling,  refrig,  more.  $75,000. 


4 1 '  CT  CENTER  COCKPIT  KETCH,  '76 

Very  clean  and  well  kept.  62hp  Perkins 
diesel,  low  hours.  Two  staterooms,  two  ■ 
heads...  spacious  interior,  stiff  cruiser. 
Asking  $79,000. 


36'  MAGELLAN  KETCH  Angelman 
designed.  Includes  diesel  engine,  furling 
jib,  full  keel.  Good  shape.  Make  offer. 


43'  CHEOY  LEE  PH  CUTTER,  '83  Rob 

ert  Perry  design.  1 20hp  diesel,  6kw  gen.,  2 
stations.  Full  keel  offshore  cruiser.  Loaded 
with  equipment.  You  should  see  this  one! 
Asking  $1 30,000. 
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1070  Marina  Village 
Parkway,  Suite  100 
Alameda,  CA  94501 


i 


Dealer  for: 


California  Cruising  Yachts 

dba 


BUG 

Net 


QORMAN 

J  YACHTS 


Pacific  Seacraft 

Corporation 

34,  37,  40,  PH  40,  44 


Sales: 

Jack  Meagher 
Klaus  Kutz 


(510)865-6151 

FAX  (510)  865-1220 

http:/ /www.yachtworld.com/bgy 
e-mail:  bgy@worldnet.att.net 


Dealer  for: 


4)  fff/GSWV 


350,  380 


K 


I 


I 


34' 


Boat  Weekend 

February  13-14 

The  Seacraft  Cruising  Family 
'  Safety  in  Numbers 


oats! 


PH  40 


i  r- 


*■'  « 


o 


38T 


4' 


'91  ISLAND  PACKET  38 


'79  GULFSTAR  47' 


'76/77  CAL  3-46 


76  CAL  3-46 


<0 


gijapBBLRi 


^  wmSSXM 


75  DOWNEAST  38 


^4  j  ■,  ,  S(  i  ■„  -  -  4  i 

**™~  -  * 


$58,500 


■84  CATALINA  36 


%||fp§ ) 

ill 


$113,000 


'80  RAFIKI  35 


L 


79  MARINER  50'  MS 


Bi*.; 

Mt 

y  j*jffgfrgr 


'86  HANS  CHRISTIAN  43T 


BS 


$53,000 


$178,000 


$189,000 
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NEW  BROKERAGE 


Cross  Trimaran  46  Defiance.  $140,000 


35'  Southern  Cross.  $79,500. 


•  1990  F-27  • 

Hull  #142.  Full  equipped.  Trailer. 
Asymmetrical  spinnaker,  solar  panel,  bimini. 
$58,000 

•  1991  F-27  • 

Hull  #206.  Loads  of  gear.  Much  new  equipment. 
$53,000 

•  1990  F-27  • 

Hull  #163.  Very  clean,  kept  covered. 

Fully  equipped.  Must  compare.  $58,000 


•  1997  F-31R  • 

Aft  cabin,  carbon  fiber  omahando,  rotating 
mast,  screecher,  bow  pole,  trailer. 

Price  reduced  to  $114,000 

•  1995  F9A  • 

Aft  cabin  tall  rig.  Extensive  inventory.  Trailer. 
Try  $89,000 

•  1995  F-31  • 

Aft  cabin,  trailer,  full  inventory. 

Ready  to  race  or  cruise.  $104,000 


55'  Fibersteel  Motorsailer.  $100,000.  Catalina  30,  '82.  Asking  $19,500. 

★  ★  ★  ★  FEATURED  CORSAIR  BROKERAGE  ★  ★  ★  ★ 


MULTIMULLS 


Seawind  1000  and 
New  1200  (4T) 


Our  new  Seawind  has  just  arrived.  A 
real  performer.  A  sensible  bluewater 
catamaran.  Come  by,  take  a  ride  and 
see  for  yourself. 


F-2S 


From  one  of  the  world's  leading  manu¬ 
facturers  of  cruising  multihulls.  PDQ 
has  opened  the  door  to  multihull  cruis¬ 
ing  for  hundreds  of  satisfied  owners. 


Northern  California 
Corsair  Dealer 


2415  Mariner  Square  Dr., 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

q  (510)  865-2511 

^  Fax  (510)  865-0215 

YACHT  SALES  INC.  email  Helmz@aol.com 

Teri  Enger » Jim  Butterworth  •  Gary  Helms  www.yachtworid.com/helms 


We  have  a  tri- 
foiler  trade-in! 
Your  chance  to 
own  new  sailing 
speed  at  a 
great  price. 
Includes  trailer. 
Call  today! 


The  world's  most  successf  ul  trailerable 
cruising  trimaran.  Ask  us  about  the 
F-24,  F-28  &  F-31. 


PDQ  32  &  PDQ  36 
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The  West’s  Finest 


.  v  -*3» 

■-■; 
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. . .  You  can  be  part  of  the  Almar  Family !  " 


Almar  is  the  West  Coast's  largest  opera¬ 
tor  of  marinas.  To  see  what  a  difference 
that  makes,  visit  one  of  our  marinas  this 
weekend. 


ith  five  first  class  marinas  strung  conveniently  along  the  coast  from  San  Francisco  Bay 
to  Cabo  San  Lucas,  ALMAR  MARINAS  provide  a  wide  range  of  services  and 
programs  that  few  other  marinas  can  offer.  Each  ALMAR  MARINA  offers  some  or 
all  of  the  following  amenities: 

Restaurants,  retail  shops,  shoreside  apartments,  showers,  swimming  pools,  tennis  courts, 
gyms,  saunas,  locker  rooms,  boating  seminars,  free  refreshments,  laundromats,  24 
hour  security,  plenty  of  parking,  sailing  instruction,  boat  charters,  dinner  cruises 
and  boat  &  breakfast.  All  facilities  are  landscaped  with  lawns  and  gardens.  * 

•  Only  ALMAR  boaters  enjoy  free  guest  privileges  at  all  our  California  ALMAR  MARINAS. 

•  Only  ALMAR  MARINAS  offer  $200  to  their  boaters  for  every  referral  of  a  new  customer  to 

any  California  ALMAR  MARINA.*  ,» 

•  Only  ALMAR  MARINAS  provide  a  speciafiGold  Card  for  discounts  from  local  merchants. 


San  Francisco  Bay 

BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA 

1 150  Baliena  Bl.  Sle.  Ill 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  523-5528 
(510)  865-2257  (FAX) 

I -800-675-SLIP 


Ventura  Harbor 

VENTURA  ISLE  MARINA 

1363  Spinnaker  Dr. 

Ventura,  CA  93001 
(805)  485-5044 
(805)  644-0684  (FAX) 
1-800-307-1SLE 


Channel  Islands  Harbor 

ANACAPA  ISLE  MARINA 

3001  Peninsula  Rd. 

Oxnard,  CA  93035 
(805) 985-6035 
(805)  984-0370  (FAX) 

1 -877-347-ISLE 


San  Diego  Bay 

CABRILLO  ISLE  MARINA 

1450  Harbor  Island  Dr. 

San  Diego,  CA9210I 
(619)  297-6222 
(619)  299-8446  (FAX) 
1-800-331 -ISLE 


Cabo  San  Lucas 

MARINA  CABO  SAN  LUCAS 

Lote  A- 1 8  De  La  Darsena 
Cabo  San  Lucas,  BCS  Mex. 
011-52-114-31251 
FAX  01 1-52- 114-3 1253 


*  Phone  office  for  details 
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CRUISING  SAILBOATS  •  DAY  SAILORS  •  SAILING  SCHOOLS  •  SAILMAKERS  •  SEMINARS  »  MARINAS  «  SAILBOATS  »  APPAREL  «  MULTIHULLS 


THE  PARDEYS  -  AUTHORS  OF  "THE  COST  CONSCIOUS  CRUISER"  -  WILL  BE  ON  HAND  TO  ANSWER  QUESTIONS  DAILY  FROM  10AM-4PM 
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VIP  Day:  April  1 4,  1 999  •  Hours  1 0-6 
VIP  Pass  incl  3-Day  show  ticket  (April  14-16). 
Call  today  for  details! 

General  Admission  Days: 

April  1 5-1 8,  1 999  •  Thu-Sat  1 0-6,  Sun  1 0-5 


•  Largest  display  of  new  sailboats  and 
equipment  in  the  West 

•  Comprehensive  seminar  series 

•  See  the  85'  catamaran  "Explorer"  -  first 
sailboat  to  circumnavigate  in  under  80  days 

For  information  on  all  attractions/  seminars/ 
discount  tickets  and  travel  packages 

call  1-800-817-7245 
or  check  out  our  web  site  at 
www.sailexpo.com 


APRIL  1 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 

Jack  Londan  Square  •  Purl  of  Oakland 


MAGAZINES  •  TRAILERABLES  •  INSURANCE  •  CHARTERS  •  INFLATABLES  •  HARDWARE  •  REFRIGERATION  «  ELECTRONICS  «  FINANCING 


New  Zealand  Custom  44 
Procyon 

Exceptional  Vessel 


Same*. 

Sabrf.unf. 

Dealer 


Mason  53 
Ariel 

Two-Couple  Cruising 


Rascallion  Marda  Gras  Phoenix 

Comfortable  Cruising  Every  Amenity  Possible  Complete  Refit 


Swan  441  Swan  39  '  Pearson  424 

Patty  Sue  Orion  Unbelievable 

New  Engine.  $154,750.  Price  reduced.  Make  offers.  Asking  $110,000 


Esprit  37  Choate  40  Golden  Wave  42 

Jimmy  Buffett  Spirit  *  Asking  $115,000 

Reduced  to  $79,900  Asking  $49,000 


,  The  Staff  of  City  Yachts: 

Christine  Kaplan,  Jennifer  Parkinson,  Stuart  Fox, Tim  Knowles,  Dan  Leahy  &  Allison  Lehman 


•  10  MARINA  BLVD.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94123  •  PHONE  (415)  567-8880 

FAX  (415)  567-6725  •  email  sales^citysf.com  •  website  http://yachtworld.com/cityyachts 


|  PLEASE  VISIT  OUR  FUEL  DOCK  AT  GASHOUSE  COVE  MARINA  »  OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK  «  9AM  TO  5PM 


MEMBER 

BUG 

NGT 
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Baltic  48'  1986. 

Doug  Peterson  Design. 

The  only  48'  on  the  brokerage 
market!  Three  stateroom  layout, 
with  the  middle  stateroom 
converted  by  the  factory  into 
an  office/library  with  teak  desk, 
computer  and  printer.  Teak  decks 
refurbished  1997  by  craftsmen 
from  Baltic  Yachts.  All  the 
conveniences  of  home. 

Asking  $395,000. 


Baltic  35'  1  985 
Judel/Vroliik  Design. 

Racing  Tall  Rig.  No  teak  decks, 
set  up  for  short  handed  sailing 
with  two  AUTOHELMS  (4000 
wheel  &  6000  linear),  extensive 
sail  inventory,  EPIRB. 


Baltic  38'  1  983. 
Doug  Peterson  Design 

Only  Baltic  38  DP  currently 


Doug  Peterson  Design. 

1)  1982:  The  best  equipped  and 
maintained  Baltic  42  on  the 
brokerage  market.  Two  cabin 
layout  with  ensuite  heads,  pilot 
berths  in  salon,  B&G  electronics, 
complete  racing/cruising  sail 
inventory.  1100  engine  hours. 
Max  prop.  $240,000. 

2)  1981:  West  Coast 
Asking  $169,000. 


available  with  Keel/Centerboard 
configuration  (8.16'  down/5'  up). 
Maintained  to  the  highest  stan¬ 
dards  w/constant  upgrades.  B&G 
up  to  date  instruments.  Epoxy 
barrier  coat  and  MICRON  bot¬ 
tom  paint  (1996).  Well  equipped 
for  cruising  and  racing. 

$145,000. 


oducing  the  New  Baltic  GO 


Baltic  Yacht:  owners  demand  I 
that  their  yacht  be  created,  not 

just  built:,  to  their  expectations.  ^  T  I 

I  v  -  ...  -r  ■  H 

That’s  why  Baltic  owners  and  j  ^ m 

their  designers  choose  Baltic. 

Yachts.  For  uncompromised 
quality  and  specific  to 

detail  -  even  the  smallest  and  Jp  *  f 

least  noticed.  Take  a  close  look: 

[  ■  *  ^c^jy$gfe ip ' 

The  construction  of  these  yachts  k  gc 

h«us  j»  be  the  vetyM^tk  ^  Fr  ■  1  W&J 

world,  the  latest,  technologies,  * 

and  craftsmanship  the  builders  |  t>  .«*• 

themselves  consider  working  p. 

art:  beautiful  to  look  at,  but  rjL-  ^  "  ■ 

oh  the  feel  of  the  helm.  l 

..  ..  ,  .  .  Baltic  GO  -  Bruce  Farr  Desi 

tt  Light/Wledium  Displacement,  Fast  W 

reward  for  the  new  Baltic  owner.  The  satisfaction  of  making  your  dreams  come  true 

i'vw  «  «  -  v  »  «  a  a  j-*  «  •  .4  «  a  4  ■»  a 


Only  a  global  sailmaker  can  provide  the  local  sailor  with 
technological  innovation  and  leadership.  With  victories  from 
around  the  world  and  around  the  Bay,  Quantum  Sail  Design 
Group  has  succeeded  at  becoming  the  technical  leader  in 
sail  design  and  construction. 


Whether  rounding  Cape  Horn  or  Blackaller  Buoy,  all 
Quantum  sails  are  the  result  of  the  rigorous  research,  testing 
and  design  available  only  from  a  sailmaker  with  global 
resources.  Every  minute  of  every  day,  Quantum  sails  are  on 
the  water  somewhere  giving  us  feedback  in  our  quest  for 
success.  Everything  learned  is  incorporated  into  your  next 
sail. 

With  these  resources  at  your  disposal  and  the  incredible 
customer  service  and  support  of  your  local  loft,  our 
worldwide  efforts  will  bring  you  the  local  results  you  desire. 


UANTUM 


SAIL  DESIGN  GROUP 


Where  sailmaking  is  a  performing  art 

510  -  234-4334*  FAX  510  -  234  -  4863 
1230  BRICKYARD  COVE  RD.,  #200  •  POINT  RICHMOND,  CA  94801 

www.quantumsails.com 
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INTERNET  YACHT  ADS 

www.yachtads.  com 


Webmaster-  Hal  DeVera,  md 

Visit  the  following  Yachts  for  sale: 

Valiant  32/  Esprit  37/ Hans  Christian  38T / 
PDQ36  ( catamaran ) 


*Sell  your  boat  yourself 
*Help  your  broker  sell  your  boat 
*Show  your  boat  on  the  Internet 
*Visit  our  website 

Use  the  internet  to  advertise. 
Use  pictures  and  text  to  emphasize 
your  boat’s  best  features.  IYA  is 
designed  to  help  you  sell  your  boat  by 
showing  pictures  of  it  and  giving 
detailed  descriptions  on  the  Internet. 
For  more  information,  contact  us  at 
our  website  or  call  (408)  398-2185. 


DONATE  YOUR 
BOAT  TO 

STANFORD  SAILING 

For  a  1 998  Tax  Deduction 

You  will  be  surprised  how 
attractive  and  easy  donating 
your  boat  to  help  support  the 
Stanford  Sailing  Team  can  be. 

Stanford  University  is  seeking  sailing 
vessels  &  motoryachts  of  any  size  and 
condition  -  CALL  NOW! 


STANFORD  UNIVERSITY 
SAILING  PROGRAM 

For  more  information, 
please  contact  Steve  Bourdow 

Stanford  Sailing  Office 

(650)  364-1292 


SAIL  &  CANVAS  SUPPLIES,  TOOLS,  KITS,  SAILS,  COVERS 


The  NEW  Ultrafeed  LS-1 
A  Walking  Foot  Machine  for  $399! 

This  well  built,  all  metal,  straight  stitch  sewing  machine 
features  a  high  lift,  powered  walking  foot  for  the  ultimate  in 
feeding  ability.  Feeds  heavy,  slippery,  sticky  fabrics  with  ease. 
Walks  over  thick  hems,  makes  the  transition  from  thick  to  thin 
without  skipping  stitches.  Produces  very  consistent  stitch 
lengths.  A  long  (6mm)  straight  stitch  capability  reduces 
needle  pucker  for  professional  quality  upholstery  &  canvas 
work. 

Learn  more  at:  www.sailrite.com  /  FREE  CATALOG 
800-348-2769  /  219-244-6715  /  fax  219,244-4184  /  E-mail: 
sailrite@sailrite.com  /  PO  Box  987,  Columbia  City,  IN  46725. 
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@  SO.  BEACH  HARBOR  WE  HAVE  OUR  OWN  DOCK 


“Sitting  On  A  Dock  By  The  Bay” 


KMSIfll 


Open  Everyday 
Breakfast 
Lunch 
Dinner 

Casual  Dining 
Sunrise  to  Sunset 
7  am  -  6  pm 
(Summers  till  9pm) 

Beer  &  Wine 
Fresh  Roasted  Peanuts 

Sunny 

South  Beach  Harbor 
Pier  40 

The  Embarcadero 
San  Frandsco 
'  94107 


Fresh  Roasted  Coffee  Shipped  Anywhere 

www.pier40.com 

415-495-3815 


CORPORATE  RACING  South  Beach  Riaaers 


41 5-543-7333 


Spinnaker  Sailing,  Pier  40,  SF  www.spinnaker-sailing.com 


Custom  Solutions  for  Your  Custom  Problems 


Let  our  knowledgeable  and  professional 
rigging  team  manage  your  project. 

We  have  the  Answers  to  your  Questions. 

DON'T  LET  YOUR  WINCHES 
GRIND  YOU  DOWN 

25%  OFF* 

WINCH  SERVICING 
PARTS  AND  LABOR 

*  winch  servicing  only  -  offer  expires  Feb.  28,  1999 

Servicing  preserves  the  life  of  your 
winch  and  promotes  safe  sailing. 

Call  Tom  Today! 


SOUTH  BEACH  RIGGERS  -  TOM  RELYEA 
Tel:  415*974‘6063  Fax:  415*974«6064 
The  Embarcadero  at  Pier  40  South  Beach  Harbor  San  Francisco 


“The  Best  Team  Building  Experience  Available” 


Spinnaker  Sailing  in 

San  Francisco  has  run 
literally  thousands  of 
non-sailors  and  sailors 
alike  through  our  Team 
Building  Regatta.  Let 
us  show  you  how  to 
rev-up  YOUR  team! 


•  Safe  &  FUN! 

•  Affordable 

•  Educational 

i 

Call  for  Our  FREE  Brochure 


CALENDAR 


SAVE 

1 0%  at 


Richmond 

^  Lcffoat 

Work§ 


Bottom  Line 
Discount  Offer! 

Save  1 0%  Off 
your  Total  Yard  Bill 

By  Making  Reservations 
for  Your  February  Haulout. 


Fill  out  this  coupon  and  mail,  or  call  to  make  your  reservation. 

I  WISH  TO  RESERVE  TIME  IN  THE  MONTH 

OF _ AT  YOURvl  0%  DISCOUNT  OFFER. 

I  AM  INTERESTED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  WORK  TO  BE 
COMPLETED  ON  MY  BOAT: 

□  Keel  □Hull  UDeck  □Structural 

□Rigging  □Hardware  □Engine  □Electrical 
□Fuel  System  □Custom  Painting 

□Reefing/Self-Furling 

□Other _ _ 

BOAT  NAME  _ 

TYPE _  LENGTH _ 

NAME _ _ 

ADDRESS _ 


PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

616  W.  Cutting  Blvd.,  Richmond,  CA  94804 
I  or  call  Mike  at 

j  (800)  232-5890  j 

I  (510)  232-5800  Fax  (510)  232-5914  | 

L  _ _ _ _ J 
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Nonrace 

Feb.  3  —  Three  Bridge  Fiasco  Awards  Ceremony,  7:30  p.m. 
at  the  Oakland  YC.  Terry  McKelvey,  (510)  527-9433. 

Feb.  4  —  "Whitbread  Race,"  a  firsthand  account,  complete 
with  slides  and  videos,  by  winning  navigator  Mark  Rudiger.  No 
doubt  Mark  will  also  discuss  the  recent  Sydney-Hobart  Race, 
which  he  viewed  from  the  nav  station  of  Sayonara.  Ten  dollars 
buys  dinner  (6:30  p.m.)  and  the  show  (7:30  p.m.).  Everyone  is 
welcome.  Sausalito  YC,  332-7400. 

Feb.  4-March  23  —  Basic  Boating  and  Seamanship  Course, 
conducted  by  the  US  Coast  Guard  Auxiliary  on  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays,  7:30-9:30  p.m.,  on  Yerba  Buena  Island.  $30  fee  in¬ 
cludes  texts.  Info,  399-3411. 

Feb.  7  —  Live  Dance  Concert  from  5-8  p.m.  at  the  Sausalito 
Cruising  Club,  featuring  Bob  Bissell's  Big  Band  playing  clas¬ 
sics  from  the  '40s  and  '50s.  Tickets  are  $15;  Don  Bennett,  864- 
5533. ' 

Feb.  10  —  "Upgrade  Your  Electrical  System,"  by  Chuck 
Hawley;  7  p.m.  at  the  Oakland  West  Marine  store;  free.  Info, 
(510)  532-5230. 

Feb.  12  —  Crab  Feed  at  Lake  Merritt  Sailing  Club,  "an  an¬ 
nual  nostalgic  and  gustatory  experience."  Jim  Kearney,  (510) 
582-1048. 

Feb.  12,1989  —  Ten  Years  After  (from  the  March  1989  Lati¬ 
tude):  "More  than  anything  else,  a  sense  of  history  pervaded 
Sunday,  February  12,  the  day  Thursday’s  Child  glided  into  San 
Francisco  Bay.  And  we're  not  talking  passive  history,  such  as 
noting  that  the  12th  happened  to  be  Honest  Abe's  180th  birth¬ 
day.  This  was  active  history,  driving-of-the-golden-spike  type 
stuff,  happening  right  before  the  eyes  of  the  nation.  The  three 
tanned,  fit,  bearded  men  on  the  custom  60-foot  Thursday's  Child, 
but  for  a  brief  stop  in  the  Falklands,  had  been  sailing  constantly 
since  leaving  New  York  on  Thanksgiving  Day  of  last  year.  They 
were  in  pursuit  of  history,  tying  to  beat  "the  last  great  sailing 
record":  the  legendary  1854  run  of  the  American  clipper  Flying 
Cloud  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco  in  89  days,  8  hours. 

It  happened  officially  a  few  minutes  after  noon,  as  Thursday's 
Child  slipped  between  the  buoys  off  the  St.  Francis  YC.  A  can¬ 
non  from  the  race  deck  sounded  —  followed  by  a  cacophony  of 
horns  from  the  100-boat  escort  fleet.  After  135  years,  the  new 
record  is  80  days,  20  hours.  Warren  Luhrs,  Lars  Bergstrom 
and  Courtney  Hazelton  had  broken  Flying  Cloud's  record  by 
ihore  than  a  week. 

It's  been  a  long  time  coming,  and  for  good  reason.  For  one, 
this  is  no  "break  out  the  beer,  throw  up  the  chute  and  let's  rock 
n'  roll"  type  record.  This  is  14,500  miles  of  some  of  the  hardest 
sailing  in  the  world,  where  shoreside  planning  takes  on  the  stra¬ 
tegic  implications  of  an  Apollo  lunar  mission.  And  then  there's 
the  "leeward  mark,”  Cape  Horn.  Now  and  forever  the  Mt.  Everest 
of  sailing,  the  Horn  had  to  be  rounded  the  "wrong"  way  —  up¬ 
wind  from  east  to  west.  Though  equivalent  to  two  thirds  of  the 
way  around  the  globe,  most  who  know  consider  this  passage  to 
be  more  difficult  than  a  circumnavigation.  Nowhere  is  this  bet¬ 
ter  born  out  than  by  the  five  failed  attempts  by  well-organized 
challenges  at  this  record  since  1982." 

Feb.  14  —  Valentine  s  Day  —  take  your  sweetheart  for  a  Sun¬ 
day  sail. 

Feb.  15-22  —  "How  to  Discover  the  Joys  of  Cruising,"  a  free 
seminar  by  Amanda  Swan  and  John  Neal,  7-9  p.m.  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  West  Marine  locations:  Sausalito  (2/15),  Oakland  (2/ 
16),  South  San  Francisco  (2/17),  Palo  Alto  (2/18)  and  Stockton 
(2/22).  Call  the  appropriate  store  for  details. 

Feb.  16  —  SF  Bay  Oceanic  Crew  Group  meeting,  featuring 
sailmaker  Kame  Richards  speaking  on'  His  favorite  topic,  "Tides 
and  Currents  ofSF  Bay."  Fort  Mason  Center,  Room  210,  7  p.m., 
free.  Info,  979-4866. 


South  Beach  Harbor 


./ 

on  the  San  Francisco  waterfront  at  Pier  40 

:  / 


•  Ideal  Sailing  Weather  •  Walk  to  Downtown  •  Good  Parking  &  Security 


Spinnaker  Sailing  -  Lessons,  Rentals,  Charters .  543-7333 

Rendezvous  Charters  -  Sailing  &  Motoryacht  Cruises .  543-7333 

Premier  Yacht  Sales  -  Boat  Sales . ..495-5335 

South  Beach  Riggers  -  Rigging,  Custom  Work . . .  974-6063 

North  Beach  Marine  Canvas  -  Canvas,  Interiors .  543-1887 

South  Beach  Yacht  Club  -  New  Members  Welcome . 495-2295 

A 

Pier  40  Roastery  &  Cafe  -  Open  Daily  7:00  am . 495-3815 

Westwind  Yacht  Care  -  Washing,  Waxing,  Varnishing . 495-7890 

Tiger  Divers  -  Full  Service  Diving  and  Salvage . 495-5678 


The  Embarcadero  at  Pier  40,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
Harbormaster:  415-495-4911  FAX  415-512-1351 

/ 
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Brokerage 


NELSON  MAREK  30,  '94,  Invincible 

Fully  equipped  (or  someone  who  wants  it  all. 
Okam,  lull  sail  inventory,  trailer,  etc. 


J/29,  '83,  Flying  Cloud 

Masthead  J/29,  very  well  equipped  with  great  sails. 


CUSTOM  SCHUMACHER  54,  '96,  Swiftsurell 

3-time  Big  Boat  Series  winrier,  -fully  equipped  for  local  & 
offshore  racing.  Price$100,000+  below replacementvalue 


HYLAS  42,  '87.  Offshore  performance  cruiser  ready 
to  go.  Complete  refit  in  '95-'96.  New  75hp  diesel,  max 
prop,  complete  electronics,  too  much  equipment  to  list. 


J/35,  '89,  Max  Q 

Has  been  pampered.  Blue  hull,  shining  beauty. 
Full  inventory,  Okam  electronics. 


ISLAND  PACKET  38.  This  1990  IP38  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  an  extensive  bluewater  cruise  and  is  com¬ 
pletely  equipped.  Just  recommissioned  and  ready  to  go! 


SANTANA  35,79,  Hot  Flash 

Very  clean.  Motivated  seller. 


EXPRESS  37,  '87,  Frequent  Flyer 

Best  equipped  37  available.  Equipped  for  cruising/racing 
ocean  or  Bay.  Must  see.  Buy  now  and  be  ready  tor  spring. 


S§ts311 


Infra  Red 

This  1981  Laurie  Davidson  design  thoroughly  upgraded 
and  a  huge  opportunity,  lying  in  wait. 


MUMM  30,  '96,  Sparky.  Fast,  exciting,  well  equipped 
Okam  instruments,  complete  sail  inventory,  carbon  mast 
ancfpole.  Dry  sailed  on  her  own  .trailer  since  new. 


CABO  30,  '84,  Colibri 

Cart  Schumacher  design.  Excellent  racing  record. 
Really  great  racer/cruiser. 


j/92,  '92,  Speedy  Gonzales 

This  J/92  is  the  best  equipped  and  has  a  great  race 
record. 


EXPRESS  37,  '86,  First  Class 

This  Express  37  has  ngt  been  raced  in  the  last  five 
years.  She  is  just  on  the  market  and  priced  to  sell. 


FARR  33 

This  '84  Farr  33  built  by  Annapolis  Custom  Yachts  is  ready 
lor  shorthanded  ocean  sailing.  Just  listed.  At  our  docks. 


J/80,  '93,  Jim 

The  owner  wants  this  J/80  gone  today.  He  just  took 
delivery  of  a  J/120.  Great  inventory.  Race  ready. 


J/105,  '95,  Snoopy 

The  best  equipped  J/105  on  the  coast.  Owner  has  a 
newJ/125. 


54'  Schumacher,  '96  Swiftsure  II . 650,000 

44'  Davidson,  '81,  Infra  Red . Reduced  98,500 

42'  Hylas,  '87,  Springbok . * .  169,500 

37'  Express,  '87,  Frequent  Flyer . 92,000 

37'  Express,  '86,  First  Class . 77,500 

35'  J/35,  '93,  Rapture ** . 84,500 

35' J/35,  '89,  Max  Q* . 79,500 

35'  J/105,  '95,  Snoopy * . . . Call 


35' J/105,  '98,  as  new . Call 

35'  Santana,  '79,  Hot  Flash* . 33,000 

33'  Farr,  '84,  Farr  Out . 49,500 

30'  Mumm,  '95,  Sparky . 92,000 

30'  Nelson/Marek,  '94,  Invincible * . 78,500 

30'  J/92,  '92,  Speedy  Gonzales * . 64,900 

30'  Cabo,  '84,  Colibri * . 34,500 

29'  J/29,  '83,  Flying  Cloud * . 24,900 


26'  J/80,  '93,  Hum . . 22,900 

26'  J/80,  '93,  Jim* . 32,000 

24'  Melges,  '94,  Yee  Ha . Reduced  23,900 

*  Indicates  Southern  California  Boats 
**  Indicates  Seattle  Boats 


NEW  LOCATION  OPEN  IN  SAN  DIEGO! 


Web  page:  www.sailcal.com 
email:  info@sailcal.com 


SAN  DIEGO 

2240  Shelter  Island  Dr.  #104 
San  Diego,  CA  92106 
(619)224-6200 
(619)224-6277 
FAX  (619)  224-6278 
Jeff  Brown 


Now  in  Three  Locations! 

NEWPORT  BEACH 

101  Shipyard  Way  Cabin  K 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 
(949)675-8053 
FAX  (949)  675-0584 

Jeff  Trask*  Jeff  Brown 


ALAMEDA 

1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy  #108 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(800)  559-5533 
(510)523-8500 
FAX  (51 0)522-0641 
Chris  Corlett  •  Art  Ball  •  Don  Trask 
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J/32  New  Owner  Profile 


: 


■si 


Owners:  Tom  and  Diane  McBroom 

New  J/32  owner  Tom  McBroom  grew  up  sailing  catboats  on  the  shores  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  Later  he  became 
an  active  racer  in  Thistles  on  the  Finger  Lakes  in  New  York.  That  started  him  on  a  lifetime  of  sailing  experiences  that  include 
charter  vacations,  chartering  from  Northern  and  Southern  California  charter  outfits,  a  period  as  an  avid  boardsailor  and 
regular  crew  in  the  local  Folkboat  fleet  with  this  year's  champion  Peter  Geel.  Tom  and  Diane's  recent  decision  to  get  back  to 
boat  ownership  led  them  to  the  purchase  of  a  new  J/32.  / 


Tom  comments  on  their  decision  to  purchase  a  J/32: 

"My  wife  and  I  decided  to  trade  down  to  a  smaller  place  in  the  City  and  get  back  to  more  time  outdoors  with  our  weekend 
hobby  of  sailing.  In  looking  at  boats  I,  of  course,  considered  the  wide  variety  of  boats  I've  sailed  through  the  years  and  some 
advice  from  Anthony  Sandberg,  owner  of  OCSC.  At  one  point  Anthony  said,  "Boats  are  used  in  an  inverse  proportion  to 
their  length."  Taking  all  that  into  consideration  I  was  looking  for  the  right  size  boat  that  my  wife  and  I  could  use  easily  and 
frequently. 

"Several  other  factors  were  very  important  to  us.  First  we  want  to  do  lots  of  local  sailing  ourselves  with  or  without  guests, 
many  of  whom  would  be  non-sailors.  This  means  we  want  a  boat  that  is  handled  easily  shorthanded  or  singlehanded.  A  safe, 
well-built  boat  that  is  strong  on  performance  (which  I  consider  a  requirement  for  safety)  tjiat  is  a  pleasure  to  sail.  As  a  long¬ 
time  sailor,  nothing  is  more  enjoyable  than  sailing  a  well  built  boat  well. 

"J/Boats  has  done  a  superb  job  blending  all  those  characteristics.  The  sheeting  arrangements  on  deck  are  such  that  one 
person  can  handle  both  the  main  and  jib  while  sitting  at  the  helm.  The  sail  plan  is  laid  out  so  that  with  a  small  headsail  you 
have  plenty  of  performance  but  don't  need  excessive  strength  to  control  it.  If  the  wind  pipes  up  the  jib  can  be  furled  easily 
and  the  boat  continues  to  sail  extremely  well  under  main  alone.  With  a  deep  bulb  keel  and  long  waterline  (almost  plumb 
bowed  like  a  Thistle)  the  J/32  is  a  dream  for  people  who  really  enjoy  the  feel  of  sailing.  She  simply  sails  well  and  is  thought¬ 
fully  laid  out  for  sailors. 

"We  see  ourselves  doing  some  weekend  trips  and  the  occasional  jaunt  down  the  coast  or  up  the  Delta.  They've  done  a  nice 
job  with  the  interior  appointments  and  she  has  a  clean,  open  interior  with  loads  of  storage.  In  addition,  the  cockpit  is  huge  for 
a  32-foot  boat  and  is  laid  out  to  comfortably  entertain  a  large  group.  Overall  we're  looking  forward  to  spending  lots  of  time 
aboard  daysailing,  weekending  and  maybe  even  participating  in  the  occasional  Beer  Can  race. 

"The  J/32  has  impressively  lived  up  to  our  expectations,  and  we're  looking  forward  to  all  the  time  we'll  be  spending  aboard 
in  the  days  and  years  ahead."  .* 


NEW  LOCATION  OPEN  IN  SAN  DIEGO! 


Web  page:  www.sailcal.com 
email:  info@sailcal.com 


SAN  DIEGO 

2240  Shelter  Island  Dr.  #104 
San  Diego,  CA  92106 
(619)224-6200 
(619)224-6277 
FAX  (61 9)  224-6278 
Jeff  Brown 


Now  in  Three  Locations! 

NEWPORT  BEACH 

101  Shipyard  Way  Cabin  K 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 
(949)675-8053 
FAX  (949)  675-0584 

Jeff  Trask*  Jeff  Brown 


ALAMEDA 

1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy  #108 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(800)  559-5533 
(510)  523-8500 
FAX  (51 0)522-0641 
Chris  Corlett  •  Art  Ball  •  Don  Trask 
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CALLING 
SAILBOATS! 

Are  you  selling  your  sailboat? 
Do  you  have  it  with  a  broker? 
Does  your  broker  know  about 
the  show? 

Take  advantage  of  thousands  of  boat 
buyers  looking  for  the  right  “previously 
owned”  boat  vto  start  the  season. 

Jack  London  Square  hosts  the  premier 

“in  the  water”  Brokerage  Show 
APRIL  22-25 

in  conjunction  with 
Pacific  Powerboat  Expo  ‘99. 

List  your  boat  with  a  broker, 
show  it  at  the  newly  remodeled 
Jack  London  Square  Marina, 
...and  get  results! 


Call  8GO-8 34-1 004  for  information. 


CALENDAR 


Feb.  21  —  Swap  Meet  at  Berkeley  YC,  7  a.m.  until  when¬ 
ever.  Bargain  boat  gear,  waffle  breakfast,  BBQ  and  more.  Lori 
Lombardo,  (510)  653-6088. 

Feb.  24  —  "Heavy  Air  Sailing,"  by  Kame  Richards;  7  p.m.  at 
the  Oakland  West  Marine  store;  free.  Info,  (510)  532-5230. 

Feb.  27  —  Race  Management  Seminar  at  Golden  Gate  YC, 
8:30  a.m.  to  5  p.m.;  . $15  fee  includes  lunch  and  handouts.  A 
totally  worthwhile  program  that  all  race  committee  members 
should  attend!  YRA,  771-9500. 

Feb.  27-28  —  Free  Open  House  |nd  Charter  Boat  Show  at 
Club  Nautique,  11  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  in  Alameda  (Saturday)  and 
Sausalito  (Sunday).  Free  sailboat  rides,  charter  boat  ownership 
seminar,  and  a  BVI  seminar.  Info,  (800)  343-SAIL. 

Mar.  1  —  Howl  at  the  full  moon. 

Mar.  2  —  Tahiti  Race  Seminar:  electronics,  medical  and 
weather.  Berkeley  YC;  7  p.m.;  free.  Paul  Altman,  (510)  632-7461. 

Mar.  6  —  Sail- A-Small- Boat  Day,  Part  II.  Free  rides  in  cen¬ 
terboard  sailboats!  Hosted  by  Richmond  YC  and  SBRA,  (510) 
232-6310. 

Mar.  7  —  Race  Committee  Training  Seminar  sponsored  by 
Sequoia  YC  (Redwood  City).  This  is  an  entry-level  seminar  open 
to  anyone  interested  in  volunteering  for  race  committee  work. 
Instructors  include  US  Sailing-certified  CROs  Lloyd  Ritchey, 
Russ  Breed  and  Lynette  Harter  Breed.  Call  Lloyd  at  (408)  280- 
5021  for  more  info  and/or  an  application. 

Mar.  9  —  "Sailing  to  Santa  Barbara  and  the  Channel  Is¬ 
lands,"  a  presentation  by  cruising  guide  author  Brian  Fagan. 
Good  background  for  the  Coastal  Cup  (June  26)  or  summer 
cruising.  7:30  p.m.  at  Encinal  YC,  with  optional  dinner  ($12)  at 
6:45.  RSVP,  (510)  522-3272. 

Mar.  10-14  —  25th  Annual  Sacramento  Boat  Show  at  Cal- 
Expo.  Info,  (510)  834-1000. 

Mar.  11-May  27  —  Basic  &  Advanced  Coastal  Navigation, 
conducted  by  the  USCG  Auxiliary  on  Thursdays,  7: 15-9:45  p.m. 
on  Yerba  Buena  Island.  $50  includes  texts.  Info,  (415)  399-3411. 

Mar.  13  —  "An  Evening  With  Tania  Abei,”  a  two-hour  slide 
show  and  booksigning  to  benefit  the  local  Jaycees  at  the  Naval 
Post  Graduate  School  in  Monterey.  Abei,  to  refresh  your  memo¬ 
ries,  was  the  18-year-old  New  York  kid  who  sailed  around  the 
world  alone  back  in  1987.  Tickets  are  $15  in  advance,  $18  at 
the  door.  7:30  p.m.  Call  (831)  641-9358  for  details. 

Mar.  16  —  "Sailing  Fundamentals,"  a  free  five-week  USCG 
Auxiliary  course  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  7:30  p.m.,  at  the 
Sausalito  Cruising  Club.  John,  924-1842  (evenings) 

Mar.  20  —  Master  Mariner’s  Spring  Potluck  at  San  Pablo  YC 
(Richmond).  Jeff  Stokes,  (510)  935-7096. 

Mar.  20-21  —  7th  Annual  Northern  California  Women’s  Sail¬ 
ing  Seminar,  hosted  by  Island  YC.  An  all-weekend  event  for  the 
fair  sex  only.  Info,  (510)  869-5707. 

Apr.  4  —  Flea  market  in  the  parking  lot  at  the  Santa  Cruz 
West  Marine,  8  a.m.  to  noon.  Info,  (831)  476-1800. 

Apr.  11  —  Daylight  Savings  Time  begins  this  weekend  — 
and  not  a  minute  too  soon! 

Apr.  14-18  —  Pacific  Sail  Expo  at  Oakland's  Jack  London 
Square.  Stay  tuned  for  details. 

Apr.  25  —  PICYA's  Opening  Day  on  the  Bay. 

Racing 

Feb.  4  —  Pineapple  Cup,  aka  the  Montego  Bay  Race.  Look 
for  two  West  Coast  efforts,  the  veteran  trimaran  Lakota  and  the 
new  turbosled  Pyewacket,  to  steal  the  show  in  this  classic  811- 
mile  sprint  from  Ft.  Lauderdale  to  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica.  Ken 
Batzer,  (954)  763-1974. 

Feb.  6  —  Leg  III  of  Around  Alone  starts:  5,960  lonely  and 
brutal  miles  from  Auckland  to  Punta  del  Este.  What  is  left  of 
the  fleet  should  arrive  beginning  about  March  5.  See  around- 
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‘Does  the  offs  £  ore  yacht you  are 
considering  purchasing  come  with 
the  following  siandard eauiptment  ? 


Solid  GRP  construction  -  built  to  exceed  offshore 
\>  rating  standards 

Whitlock  mamba  steering  system  -  fitted  on  the  worlds 
finest  yachts 

■  *  Brooks  &  Gatehouse  sailing  and..navigation  instruments 
Brooks  &  Gatehouse  autopilot  with  two  control  stations 
1  Lewmar  electric  furling  winch 

Navtec  stainless  steel  turnbuckles  with 
.  Noresman  end  fittings 
Leisure  Furl  -  mainsail  boom  furling  system 
’  Northern  Lights  6kw  generator 
•  Statpower  2500  watt  inverter 
•  Max  Prop  adjustable  pitch  propeller 
Yanmar  propulsion  -  with  twin  engine  controls 
&  instrumentation 

•  World  class  designed  &  finished  interiors 
Grunert  Holding  Plate  refridgeration 
1 6  cubic  foot  capacity 
Television,  VCR,  stereo,  microwave 
and  trash  compactor 


le)e  woud loue  ip  show  you  one 
of our yachts  with  all  of this 
standard eguiptment  dc  more 
not  to  mention  .  .  . 


all  of  our  custom  options . 


STELLAR 


YACHTS 


888.828.4753  • phone  or  fax 

stellar52@aol.com  •  e  mail 
www.stellaryachts.com  •  wed  site 
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John  Sweeney 
353  Sacramento  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94111 
Tel:  41  5-397-3535 
Fax:  415-397-3536 

http://www.1  d35.com 
onedesign@compuserve.com 


Chris  Busch 
P.O.  Box  60204 
San  Diego  CA  921  66 
Tel:  619-224-6323 


Photo  Courtesy  of  SpinSheet  Magazine 
©  1998  One  Design,  LLC 


Designed  by  Nelson/Marek  Yacht  Design  Built  by  Carroll  Marine,  Ltd. 

Standing  on  the  deckof  a  1  D35  puts  you  in  the 
fast  lane.  For  competitors,  the  tightly  controlled, 
one-design  rule  guarantees  equitable  competition. 
For  hobbyists,  the  quality  construction  and  design 
guarantee  handling  ease.  For  both,  the  1  D35 
guarantees  affordable  fun. 


Fast  High  Hull  Form  Stability 
Low  Center  of  Gravity 
Lightweight  Carbon  Fiber  Mast 


Easy  to  Handle  Low  jibOverlap 
No  Runners 
18.5  hp  Inboard  Engine 


Easily  Transported  Trailerable  behind  Your  Personal  Vehicle 
Weighs  Only  6550  lbs. 


Simply  Unbeatable  Affordable 

Low  Maintenance 

Quality  Construction  &  Design 


CALENDAR 


alone.com  for  more  information  on  this  race  than  you  imagine. 

Feb.  12,  17-19  —  15th  Biennial  International  Yacht  Race  to 
Puerto  Vallarta,  sponsored  by  the  Del  Rey  YC.  See  The  Racing 
Sheet  for  a  small  preview  of  Northern  California  entries.  DRYC, 
(310)  823-4664. 

Feb.  27  —  Kurt  Zane  Regatta,  non-spinnaker  racing  for 
Catalina  30s  and  34s.  Continues  on  March  13.  Mark  Hecht, 
(650)  341-6449. 


Feb.  28  —  BYC/MYCO  Champion  of  Champions,  a  final  lap 
around  the  Berkeley  Circle  to  determine  who  has  the  best  PHRF 
rating.  Trophies  for  the  BYC/MYCO  Midwinters  will  be  handed 


On  the  Expressway  at  the  BYC/MYCO  midwinters. 


out  afterwards  at  the  BYC  clubhouse.  Bobbi  Tosse,  (925)  939- 
9885. 

Feb. 28-Mar.  4  —  MEXORC,  four  days  of  low-key  buoy  rac¬ 
ing  off  Puerto  Vallarta.  Frank  Whitton,  (619)  226-8033. 

Mar.  3-7  —  58th  Acura  Southern  Ocean  Placing  Conference 
(SORC)  in  Miami.  Keith  Taylor,  (781)  837-8833. 

Mar.  6-7  —  Spring  Keel  Regatta,  the  first  St.  Francis  race 
weekend  in  15  years  without  Matt  Jones.  StFYC,  563-6363. 

Mar.  7-13  —  Congressional  Cup,  featuring  defending  cham¬ 
pion  Peter  Holmberg,  past  two-time  winners  Gavin  Brady  and 
Dave  Perry,  Whitbread  winner  Paul  Cayard,  Markus  Wieser 
(GER),  Luc  Pillot  (FRA),  Francesco  de  Angelis  (ITA),  Neville 
Whittey  (AUS),  Scott  Dickson  (Ficker  Cup  winner)  and  Betsy 
Alison.  Long  Beach  YC;  Bill  Green,  (714)  521-3084. 

Mar.  13-14  —  RYCs  Big  Daddy  Regatta,  PHRF  racing  on  the 
Richmond  Riviera  for  boats  rating  168  and  under.  Two  buoy 
races,  a  party  and  a  pursuit  race  for  $1. 75/foot.  Nancy  Pettengill, 
(510)  234-1253. 

Mar.  13-14  —  Spring  Dinghy  Regatta,  crash  and  bum  time 
on  the  Cityfront.  StFYC,  563-6363. 

Mar.  27  —  Doublehanded  Farallones.  Bay  Area  Multihull 
Association  (BAMA);  Peter  Hogg,  332-5073. 

Mar.  27-28  —  27th  Wheeler  Regatta.  Buoy  racing  on  Satur¬ 
day,  pursuit  race  on  Sunday.  BYC;  Bobbi  Tosse,  (925)  939-9885. 

May  1-2  —  Vallejo  Race,  the  YRA  season  opener.  Does  any¬ 
one  remember  30  years  ago,  when  this  race  was  blasted  by  70- 
knot  winds?  Of  the  600-some  boats  on  the  Bay  that  early  May 
weekend,  22  required  Coast  Guard  assistance,  four  broke  masts, 
three  sank  and  two  capsized.  YRA,  771-9500. 

May  8  —  Tahiti  Cup  starts  from  San  Francisco.  The  field  is 
looking  pretty  thin  —  Vitesse,  Petard  and  Pegasus  (ex-Chevat) 
seem  to  be  going,  but  you  never  know.  The  Hawaii  start  is  look¬ 
ing  a  bit  shaky ,  too  —  Kaimiloa  IIP  is  the  only  one  seriously 
interested  so  far.  Bobbi  Tosse,  (925)  939-9885. 

July  3  —  40th  Honolulu  Race,  aka  The  TransPac.  Cruisers 
will  start  on  June  29,  racers  on  July  3,  and  multihulls  on  July 
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LATITUDE/BOB 


ery  Cove 


COMPARE  OWNING  TO  RENTING! 

Call  today  for  a  marketing  package. 


BUY  A  SLIP... 

SAVE  MONEY  &  EARN  EQUITY! 

Save  1/3  of  your  rental  cost  when  you  own  your  own  boat  slip. 

Own  a  piece  of  San  Francisco  Bay  and  enjoy  big  tax  savings  as  a  slip  owner. 
Emery  Cove  Yacht  Harbor  is  the  only  marina  on  the  Bay 
with  FEE  SIMPLE  dockominium  ownership. 


(510) 

428-0505 

3300  POWELL 
EMERYVILLE 
CA  94608 


OR  RENT... 

COMPETITIVE  RENTAL  RATES! 

Rental  rates  from  $5.80  to  $6. 30/ft. 

50'  slips  available  now  -  only  $290.00  a  month. 

North  Star  Yacht  Club  and  Baywind  Yacht  Sales  on  premises. 
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ISLAND  YACHT  CLUB 


Located  in  beautiful  downtown  Alameda's 
Alameda  Marina  •  1835  Clement  Avenue 
www.iyc.org 

(510)  521-2980 
presents 


II 


7  th  Annual 
Northern  California 

Women's  Sailing 
Seminar® 

706e*e  iwxmeti  yo-  fo  Ceasut, 
t&e  ant  of  . . 

fnom  ot&en  uume*t 


Saturday  &  Sunday 
March  20-21, 1999 

From  basic  sailing  to  advanced  navigation, 
this  weekend-long  event  features 
master  women  sailors  teaching  women 
the  art  of  sailing  in  both  on-the -water 
and  classroom  sessions. 


Saturday,  March  20 

7:30  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m. 

•  Key  note  speaker 

•  On-the- water  workshops 

•  Classroom  workshops 

•  Continental  breakfast, 
lunch,  souvenirs 

•  Hors  d'oeuvres/raffle 


Sunday,  March  21 

On-the  water  options 

Available  at  nominal  cost. 
Participate  in  a  for-fun 
women- only  Estuary  Race  - 
or- join  other  women  sharp¬ 
ening  cruising  skills  while 
sailing  the  Bay. 


Donation: 

$65  before  2/25/99 
$70  from  2/26-3/8/99 
$80  after  3/8/99 


Visit  our  web  page: 
http  ://www.iyc.org 
or  for  more  information  call 

(510)  869-5707 

Free  shirt  included  for  ALL  registrants 


FEB.  27:  SADIE  HAWKINS  REGATTA 

The  original  Women 's  Skipper  Regatta  on  the  Bay! 

Warm,  flat  water  sailing  in  the  Estuary 

Contact  Janet  Frankel  (510)  521-2980  leave  msg 


CALENDAR 


6.  Will  Roy  Disney's  new  Pyewacket  beat  his  old  boat's  '97  course 
record  of  7  days,  15  hours,  24  minutes?  Dan  Nowlan,  (619) 
224-0198,  or  www.transpacificyc.org. 

Midwinter  Race  Series 

ALAMEDA  YC  —  Estuary  Midwinters:  2/14,  3/14.  M.L. 
Higgins,  (510)  74S-0289. 

BERKELEY  YC  —  Chowder  Races:  Almost  every  Sunday  until 
4/4.  Paul  Kamen,  (510)  540-7968. 

BERKELEY/METROPOLITAN  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/13-14. 
Bobbi  Tosse,  (925)  939-9885. 

CORINTHIAN  YC  —  Midwinters  '99:  2/20-21.  Matthew 
Gorton,  256-9243. 

ENCINALYC— Jack  Frost  Series:  2/20,  3/20.  Lee  Bergman, 
(650)  593-0405. 

GOLDEN  GATE  YC  —  Seaweed  Soup  Perpetual:  2/6,  3/6. 
GGYC,  346-BOAT. 

LAKE  MERRITT  SC  —  Robinson  Memorial  Midwinters:  2/ 
13,  3/14.  Duncan  Carter,  (925)  945-6223. 

OAKLAND  YC  —  Brunch  Series:  2/7,  2/21  and  3/7.  Bob 
Donovan,  (925)  934-7848. 

RICHMOND  YC  —  Small  Boat  Midwinters:  2/7,  3/7.  RYC, 

.  (510)  237-2821. 

SANTA  CRUZ  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/20,  3/20.  SCYC,  (831) 
425-0690. 

SAUSALITO  CC  —  Midwinters:  2/27,  3/27.  Deborah  Leanos, 
'  499-9676.  >  , 

SAUSALITO  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/7,  3/7.  Frank  Drouillard, 
898-6500. 

SOUTH  BAY  YRA  —  Winter  Series:  2/13,  3/20.  Michael 
Dixon,  (510)  635-5878. 

SOUTH  BEACH  YC  —  Winter  Series:  2/13,  3/13.  Mark 
Hecht,  (650)  341-6449. 

VALLEJO  YC  —  Midwinters:  2/13.  VYC,  (707)  643-1254. 

Please  send  your  calendar  items  by  the  1  Oth  of  the  month 
to  Latitude  38  (Attn:  Calendar),  15  Locust  Avenue,  Mill  Valley, 
CA,  94941.  Better  yet,  fax  them  to  us  at  (415)  383-581 6  or  email 
them  to  us  at  editorial@latitude38.com.  But  please,  no  phone- 
ins!  Calendar  listings  are  for  marine-related  events  that  are  ei¬ 
ther free  or  don’t  cost  much  to  attend.  The  Calendar  is  not  meant 
\  to  support  commercial  enterprises.  Unless  otherwise  noted,  all 
phone  numbers  listed  in  the  Calendar  are  in  the  415  area  code. 


February  Weekend  Currents 


date/day  slack 

max 

slack 

max 

2/06Sat 

021 2/2. 6F 

0526 

0805/2. 8E 

1209 

1 445/1 ,9F 

1748 

2020/2.4E 

2/07Sun  0005 

0300/2. 2F 

0611 

0857/2. 8E 

1312 

1 554/1 ,9F 

1857 

2116/1.9E 

2/13Sat 

1058 

2/14Sun  0026 

1140 

2/15Mon  0104 

1222 

0158/2.1  E 
1410/4.6E 
0241/2.4E 

145 2/4. 9E 
0322/2.8E 
1534/5.0E 

0518  0807/2.6F 

1812  2113/3.5F 

0558  ,  0849/2.8F 

1849  2147/3.8F 

0638  0930/3.1  F 

1925  2222/3.9F 

2/20Sat 

01 03/3. 4F 

0414 

0706/3. 9E 

1042 

2250 

1334/3.0F 

1642 

1927/3.4E 

2/21  Sun 

01 53/3. OF 

0500 

0759/3. 9E 

1150 

1439/2.8F 

1755 

2025/2.8E 

2347 

2/27Sat 

1050 

0201/2.5E 
1406/4.9E  ' 

0510 

1758 

0804/3.1  F 
2106/4.1  F 

2/28Sun  0009 

0245/2.8E 

0558 

0852/3.3F 

1141 

1451/4.9E 

1841 

2145/4.1  F 
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Custom  Conversion  Kits  -  mono  or  multihull 


High  performance 
Half  the  heel 
Automatic  reefing 


Mast-up  trailering 
Ducking-free  jibes 
Simple  and  easy 


Boatowners:  Call  today  for  vour  free  test  sail 

(41 5)  332-5052 

www.hssrig.com  for  full  details 


Horizontal  Sail  Systems  announces  our  radically 
NEW  SAIL  AND  RIG 


Your  Bout  Reborn 
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INTERLUX  YACHT  FINISH  PRODUCTS 
are  available  at  these  fine  DEALERS: 

Boatyard  Centers 

ANACAPA  MARINE  SERVICES 
Oxnard 

(805) 985-3532 

ANDERSON’S  BOATYARD 

Yacht  Paint  Centers 

Sausalito 
(415)  332-5432 

AL'S  MARINE  AND  RV 

v  BAYSIDE  BOATWORKS,  INC. 

Redwood  City 

MARINA  SHIPYARD 

Sausalito 

(650)  364-0288 

Long  Beach 

(415)  332-5744 

ANCHORS  WAY 

(562)  594-0995 

BETHEL  HARBOR  MARINE 

Ventura 

MIN-MAR  MARINE 

Bethel  Island 

(805)  642-6755 

Wilmington 

(415)  684-2141 

BASIN  MARINE,  INC. 

(310)  830-6061 

BRITISH  MARINE 

Newport  Beach 

MULLER  MARINE  « 

Oakland 

(949)  673-0360 

San  Pedro 

(510)  534-2757 

BEACON  MARINE 

(310)  832-0610 

CLASSIC  CRAFT 

Ventura 

West  Sacramento 

(805)  644-4444 

MULTI-MARINE 

(916)371-7447 

BOATER'S  EXCHANGE 

Marina  del  Rey 
(310)  831-6762 

DRISCOLL  CUSTOM  BOATS 

El  Cajon 

San  Diego 

(619)  442-2533 

OCEANSIDE  MARINE  CENTER 

(619)  224-3575 

CABRILLO  BOAT  SHOP 

Oceanside  s 

(760)  722-1833 

EAGLE  MARINE 

San  Pedro 

Martinez 

(310)  832-2609  , 

PAP'S  AUTOMOTIVE  PAINT 

(510)  229-4443 

CAPTAIN'S  LOCKER 

Escondido 
(760)  489-0456 

ENDURANCE  MARINE 

Seal  Beach 

San  Diego 

(562)598-6611 

QUARTERDECK  MARINE  SUPPLY 

(619) 226-3325 

COAST  CHANDLERY 

Monterey 

(831)375-6754 

GLEN  L  MARINE 

Oxnard 

Bellflower 

(805)  985-0541 

REDONDO  MARINE  HARDWARE 

(213)  630-6258 

COLONIAL  YACHT  ANCHORAGE 

Redondo  Beach 
(310)  376-0512 

KEEFE  KAPLAN  MARITIME  INC. 

Wilmington  \ 

'  Point  Richmond 

(310)  830-1161 

SHIP'S  STORE 

(510) 235-5564 

DOCKSIDE  MARINE  SUPPLY 

Marina  del  Rey 
(310)  823-5574 

MARIN  COUNTY  BOAT  WORKS 

Chula  Vista 

San  Rafael 

(619)422-0552 

SUNSET  AQUATIC  MARINE 

(415)  456-3154 

DOWNWIND  MARINE 

Huntington  Beach 
(714)  840-1331 

NIELSEN  BEAUMONT  MARINE 

San  Diego 

San  Diego 

(619)  224-2733 

THE  CHANDLERY 

(619)  222-4255 

FAR  WEST  MARINE 

Santa  Barbara 
(805)  965-4538 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BOAT  WORKS 

Thousand  Oaks 

San  Francisco 

(805)  495-3600 

VALLEJO  MARINE 

(415)  626-3275 

GRAVELLES  BOAT  YARD 

Vallejo 

(707)  643-7179 

SHELTER  ISLAND 

Moss  Landing 

San  Diego 

(831)  633-2417 

WHALE  POINT  MARINE 

(619)  222-0481 

HORIZON  MARINE 

Point  Richmond 
(510)  233-1988 

YAMAHA  MARINE  CENTER 

San  Diego 

i 

Marina  del  Rey 

(619) 297-4312 

(310)823-8964 

Also  Available  at  All  Boat/US,  West  Marine  and  Boater's  World  Stores 
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is  UK 


REMOVING 


all  your 

BODY  HAIR 


and  coating 

yourself 


with 


mm 


Apply  an  ultrathin,  hard  coating  of  burnished  VC  antifouling  with  TEFLON®  •' 
and  you'll  shave  more  than  a  few  seconds  off  your  boat's  besfctime-  you'll  actually 
boost  boat  speed  by  up  to  10%.  Because  the  smoother  your  bottom,  the  less  friction 
through  the  water,  the  faster  you  go.  And  no  bottom  paint  or  bare  bottom  is 
smoother  than  VC  with  TEFLON.  VC®  17m  for  fresh  water.  VC®  Offshore  for  salt  water. 
VC®  Underwater  Epoxy  for  racing  hulls  that  don't  require  antifouling. 

So  why  are  you  still  dragging  around  a  fat,  hairy  antifouling? 


Interlux  Yacht  Finishes,  2270  Morris  Ave.,  Union,  NJ  07083 
Technical  Service  Help  Line,  908-964-2360 
Internet,  http://www.IIMTERLUX.com 


XJNterlux. 
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LETTERS 


YACHT  SALES 


Introducing  Our  New  Line 
Now  Exclusive  California 
Dealer  for 


MOODY  46 

THE  FLAGSHIP  OF  OUR  FLEET.  THE  MOODY  46  IS 
A  CENTER  COCKPIT  FAST  PASSAGE  YACHT  THAT 
EXTENDS  THE  POSSIBILITIES  OF  LONG-HAUL 
OFFSHORE  CRUISING  FOR  SEVEN  PEOPLE. 

SPECIFICATIONS 

a  length  overall  (inc.  pulpit  overhang)  46'  2" 


Jith  fin  keel  (shoal  keel  available)  6'9" 
cement  (estimated)  29,700  lbs 

;t  10,340  lbs 

)  water  204  gallons 

I  114  gallons 

SAIL  AREA 

inmast  furling  main  441  sq  ft 

„  furling  genoa  (optional)  699  sq  ft 

*  cutter  rig  yankee  565  sq  ft 

self-tacking  staysail  210  sq  ft 


CABIN  LAYOUT 


Coming  to  our  docks  soon 

Moody  46  Center  Cockpit 


- 1  TWO  LOCATIONS  f - 7 

1 880  Harbor  Island  Drive  1 700  West  Coast  Highway 

San  Diego,  CA  92101  Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

(619)  291-6313  (949)  642-4736 

_ : 


nil  FAILED  FANTASIES 

I  agree  with  Gary  Albers'  January  letter  that  the  material 
factual  alteration  of  his  article  copy  is  irresponsible  editorial 
practice.  I  must  also  say  that  recasting  the  writer’s  voice  to 
your  version  of  informality  —  as  opposed  to  copy  editing  for 
clarity  —  is  as  demeaning  to  a  writer  as  it  is  to  a  reader. 

What  really  caught  my  attention  was  your  reply  that  sailing 
was  a  "casual"  activity  —  that  is,  chance,  offhand,  haphazard.  I 
submit  that  such  is  a  dangerous  attitude  to  promote.  Sailing  is 
recreational,  sailors  are  out  for  a  good  time,  but  it  requires 
mastering  the  discipline  of  seamanship  in  a  deliberate  and  sys¬ 
tematic  way,  particularly  if  cruising. 

I’ll  wager  most  readers  are  interested  in  learning  from  other 
voyagers'  experiences  —  which  is  your  magazine’s  strength.  To 
that  end  the  purpose  of  language  is  to  communicate  accurately. 
I  know  that  the  battle  has  been  lost  to  maintain  the  traditional, 
beautiful,  and  precise  vocabulary  of  seamanship  against  the 
onslaught  of  the  lingo  of  freeway  commuting.  But  dumbing- 
down  a  writer’s  work  to  the  level  of  really  tired,  swinging- '70s- 
MarimCounty-hot-tub-babes-'n- wet- tee-shirts- sloppy  editorial 
voice  is  a  great  disservice,  and  in  the  real  world  of  publishing, 
an  offense  against  the  writer  and  his  reputation. 

Everyone  knows  yachties  like  to  party,  but  reading  about  all 
those  "casual"  parties  they  missed  isn’t  going  to  help  anyone 
get  boat  and  crew  safely  into  port.  For  too  many  people,  cruis¬ 
ing  has  become  just  another  oversold  all-American  consumer  - 
ist  theme  park  of  escapism  —  as  attested  by  the  thousands  of 
unused  boats  clogging  marinas,  victims  of  failed  fantasies. 

As  a  reader  of  Latitude  since  those  '70s,  I  suggest  you  stick 
to  what  you  could  do  best,  the  sea  letters  from  cruisers,  and 
the  informed  reporting  such  as  Mr.  Albers'.  You  can  raise  sail¬ 
ing  consciousness,  not  lower  it,  and  still  keep  the  fun. 

Donn  Tatum 
Aboard  Lolita 
Ventura  Harbor 

Donn  —  Leave  it  to  a  guy  with  a  boat  named  Lolita  to  equate 
making  contractions  —  such  as  "it's  from  "it  is"  —  with  "really 
tired,  swinging-'70s-Marin-County-hot-tub-babes-'n-wet-tee- 
shirts."  What  the  heck  is  that  hilariously  monstrous  and  mangled 
metaphor  supposed  to  mean?  And  then  you  —  who  toss  off  S&M- 
s'cented  words  such  as  "demeaning",  "mastering",  and  "discipline" 
—  pile  it  on  by  accusing  folks  with  boats  in  marinas  of  having 
"failed fantasies".  The  sailing  doctor  senses  extreme  rigidity  and 
Puritan-like  anger  at  people  who  are  seen  having  fun.  He  pre¬ 
scribes  more  sailing  and  healthy  doses  of  good  lovin'  — from  a 
real  woman  over  the  age  of  consent,  of  course! 

Now  that  we've  both  had  fun  verbally  ridiculing  one  another, 
let's  get  serious.  Our  screwup  —  which  you  far  more  obliquely 
describe  as  a  "material  factual  alteration"  —  had  nothing  to  do 
with  "irresponsible  editorial  practice"  and  everything  to  do  with 
making  a  simple  error  that  isn't  going  to  harm  anyone.  We’re 
human,  so  despite  our  best  efforts,  we’re  going  to  make  similar 
errors  in  the  future.  Either  accept  it  or  take  your  reading  else¬ 
where.  As  for  your  suggestion  that  we  suddenly  adopt  some 
phony  formal  and/ or  pretentious  tone  after  more  than  two  de¬ 
cades.  we're  not  going  to  start  on  that  slippery  slope.  Heck,  the 
next  thing  we  know  you'd  be  telling' us  we  had  to  wear  shoes  to 
work  in  the  summer! 

Life  is  all  too  short,  Donn.  so  respect  and  enjoy  it.  To  that  end, 
we  sincerely  hope  that  '99  is  the  most  laughter -filled  year  of 
your  life. 

* 

till  TOM  GAINES  IS  GRAVELY  ILL 

On  December  24,  catastrophic  health  problems  befell  Tom 
Gaines  and  Yvonne  Gibson  of  Amola,  a  Newport  41  currently 
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D  NAVIGATION  OEN 

THE  MOGUL  OF  TRAILERABLE  SAILBOATS 

Member  Better  Business  Bureau 

4730  MYRTLE  AVE.,  SACRAMENTQ,  CA  95841  •  (916)  332-0775  •  Fax  (916)  332-2500 
NEW  WEBSITE!  www.stockdalemarine.com 


OVER  70  USED  SAILBOATS  IN  OUR  BOATYARD  ♦  CHECK  OUR  PRICES 


THE  MOGUL 
SAYS... 

Trailerable  sailors 
have  the  best 
of  both  worlds 


If  you  buy  wisely  you  can  go  coastal 
sailing  and  lake  and  Bay  sailing.  I  have  sk^ds 
of  friends  who  have  sailed  their  trailerable 
sailboats  in  the  sea  of  Cortez,  the  waters  of 
British  Columbia,  and  Puget  Sound.  Some 
sail  Lake  Tahoe  in  the  summer  and  the  Bay 
in  winter. 

If  this  sounds  of  interest  to  you,  plan  to 
come  to  our  slide  shows  by  Margo  Wood. 
On  Thursday,  May  6,  the  topic  is  Cruising  to 
Mexico  with  Charlie's  Charts  and  on  Friday, 
May  7,  the  topic  is  cruising  the  British 
Columbia  Coast  to  Glacier  Bay,  Alaska. 

Margo  Wood  is  known  as  Mrs.  Charlie's 
Charts.  Charlie's  Charts  provide  detailed 
"friendly"  charts  and  information  on  acces¬ 
sible  but  little  known  coves,  bays  and  inlets 
for  cruising  sailboats. 


★  FEBRUARY  SALE  ★ 

NEW  C0M-PAC19 

TOP  QUALITY  CONSTRUCTION 


Shoal  draft,  fixed  keel 

Internal  ballast  for  stability 

Tiller  steering,  outboard  kick  up  rudder 

Masthead  sloop  with  ss  rigging  &  chainplates 

4  bronze  opening  ports  w/screens 

Bronze  mooring  cleats 

Jib  and  mainsail  w/cover  and  jiffy  reefing 

Bowsprit  w/bronze  anchor  roller 

4  adult-sized  berths  w/3"  fabric  cushions 

Portable  marine  head 

Electrical  package  w/interior  &  navigation  light 


.,vr 


yzs* 

A^fUBLe 


•  SS  bow  &  stern  pulpits  w/lifelines 

•  SS  boarding  ladder 

•  Sheet  winches  &  genoa  track 


Reg.  s18,087  SALE  $1 4,087  SAVE  *4,000! 


OYER  70  BOATS  ON  DISPLAY 
QUALITY  LISTINGS  WANTED 


TRAILERABLES  WITH  TRAILERS 


COMP  AC  16, 1981 

With  trailer.  Shoal  ballasted  keel. 
Main  and  jib.  4  hp  outboard  motor. 
Excellent  condition. 

$-4^95  $3,995 


VENTURE  17 

With  trailer.  Swing  keel. 

Main,  jib  and  genoa. 
1969  but  good  condition. 

$1,995. 


NEPTUNE  24, 1978. 

With  trailer.  Shoal  draft  ballasted  keel 
with  daggerboard.  Main,  2  jibs,  2 
genoas.  6  hp  outboard  motor.  Very 
good  condition.  Sleeps  6.  Priced  right 
for  a  quick  sale  at  $6,950. 


CATALINA  27, 1978. 

With  trailer  and  2  person  mast 
raising  system.  Main,  jib  and  genoa. 
15  hp  OMC  inboard  sail  drive  engine. 
Good  condition. 

Price  just  reduced  to  $12,950. 


13'  Cyclone 
13'  Chrysler  Pirateer 
14'  Force  5  (2) 

14'  Capri 
14'  O'Day  Javelin 
15'  Coronado  (3) 

15'  Windmill 

15'  West  Wight  Potter 

16'  Glen  L 

16'  Snipe 

16'  Com-Pac  (2) 

16'  Newport 
17'  Venture 
17'  American 
18'  Chrys.  Buccaneer 
20'  O'Day 
21'  Venture  (2) 

21' San  Juan 


21'  Clipper 
22'  Venture  222 
22'  Catalina  (3) 

22'  Santana 
23'  Newport 
23'  Acquarius 
23'  Ericson  (2) 

23'  Santana  2023 
24'  Venture 
24'  Neptune 
25'  MacGregor  (2) 
25'  Bayliner, 

25'  Lancer  (3) 

25'  Santana  525 
26'  MacGregor 
26'  Luger 
27'  Roberts 


27'  Catalina 
TRAILERABLES 
W/0  TRAILERS 
7'  Cape  Cod. 
Frosty 

8'  Livingston 
11' Ace  Row  Boat 
15'  Force  5 
25'  O'Day 

MULTIHULLS 
14'  Hobie  (2) 

16'  Hobie  (4) 

16'  Newport 
16'  Wind  Rider  Tri 

POWER  BOATS 
141  Lomestar 
15’  Trailerboat 
17'  OMC  Deluxe 
26'  Remell 


| 

I 


★  BAY  &  BLUEWATER  BOATS  + 
25'  O'DAY  27'  ROBERTS  27'  CATALINA 
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Power  In  Tune  With  Nature 


mnmnfE 

FOUR  STROKE 
OUTBOARDS 

•  2-150  hp 

•  Quietness 

•  Dependability 

•  Fuel  Efficiency 

•  2-yr.  Warranty 

•  Financing  Available 

•  Extra  long  shafts  now  available  for  sailboats 


TARTF'cT/ 


Caribe. . .  Simply  the  best!  Combine  _ 
with  Honda  Four  Stroke  Outboards  CcftlTl 
for  durability,  performance  and  *tadtpc' 

value.  T raditional  models  from  8-16  INFLATABLES  - 
ft.  and  RIBs  from  8-22  ft.  with 
Hypalon/Neoprene  construction. 

(5  yr.  warranty) 


For  optimum  performance  &  safety,  we  recommend  you  read  the  Owner's  Manual  before 
operating  your  Honda  Marine  product.  Always  wear  a  personal  flotation  device  while  boating. 


Voyager  Maxine 

1296  State  St. 

P.O.  Box  246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 
(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 


Powered  by 


•  Collapsible  tenders 
from  7  ft.  to  1 8  ft. 

•  New  inflatable 
floor  models 

•  1 00%  Hypalon 


II  NISSAN 


Voyager  Marine 

1296 State  St.  •P.O.  Box246,  Alviso,  CA  95002-0246 
(408)  263-7633  •  (800)  700-7633 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday 


based  in  Puerto  Vallarta.  Tom  suffered  a  brain  aneurism,  and 
eventually  underwent  eight  hours  of  brain  surgery  at  the  re¬ 
portedly  excellent  teaching  hospital  at  Guadalajara.  He  subse¬ 
quently  made  one  step  forward  but  then  two  steps  back.  He  is 
presently  gravely  ill  in  a  hospital  in  Puerto  Vallarta. 

Tom  and  Yvonne  sailed  to  Mexico  as  part  of  the  '97  Ha-Ha. 
Unfortunately,  like  a  number  of  cruisers,  they  have  no  health 
insurance. 

Both  Tom  and  Yvonne  have  strong  ties  to  our  Northern  Cali¬ 
fornia  sailing  community.  Tom  raced  with  the  Singlehanded 
Sailing  Society,  and  Yvonne  was  a  founder  and  chair  of  Island 
YC's  Women’s  Sailing  Seminar.  She  is  a  certified  race  officer 
and  crewed  with  George  Neill  aboard  the  Express  37  Blitz,  and 
with  Bob  Campbell  aboard  Rum  Turn  Tugger. 

Topi  and  Yvonne's  friends  are  hoping  the  racing  and  cruis¬ 
ing  community  will  pitch  in  to  help  them  in  their  time  of  need. 
If  you  can,  please  send  a  donation  to:  Yvonne  Gaines,  c/o  J. 
Gibson,  413  5th  Street,  Radford,  VA,  24141.  Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Yvonne  Gaines. 

^  Joanne  McFee 

Island  YC 
Alameda 

Joanne  —  Although  the  dates  of  the  Banderas  Bay  Regatta 
and  our  April  issue  deadline  represent  a  dreadful  conflict,  we're 
hoping  to  be  able  to  make  it.  If  we  do,  we'd  be  happy  to  take  up 
to  40  people  aboard  Profligate  as  a  fund-raiser  for  Tom.  Mean¬ 
while,  we  and  others  will  keep  pulling  for  him  and  Y  vonne. 

TUIY2K  +  GPS  =  WHO  KNOWS  WHAT? 

I've  been  wondering  about  the  GPS  system  as  we  near  Y2K, 
as  I've  read  conflicting  reports  on  how  the  situation  is  being 
handled.  One  report  involved  a  plan  to  reprogram  the  satellite 
dates  by  setting  them  back  10  years.  Another  report  indicated 
reprogramming  wasn't  needed,  but  talked  about  a  few  seconds 
of  inaccuracy  sometime  in  August  —  or  was  it  September  — 
which  newer  GPSs  would  handle  without  a  hitch.  The  report 
didn’t  explain  how  or  if  older  GPSs  would  still  be  usable  after 
the  few  seconds  were  past. 

I  may  help  a  friend  bring  his  boat  back  from  Japan  some¬ 
where  around  the  middle  of  '99  and  thought  I'd  do  my  home¬ 
work.  Do  you  know  the  last  word  on  GPS  and  Y2K? 

David  Colborn 
Dallas,  TX 

David  —  There  are  actually  two  distinct  types  of  problems. 
One  is  'Year  2000  -type  problems  that  may  afflict  any  one  of 
three  parts  of  the  GPS  operational  system:  the  space  component, 
the  ground  control  component,  and  the  portable  user  interface 
component.  In  addition,  there  is  also  what's  known  as  the  'clock 
rollover'  problem,  which  is  going  to  occur  at  midnight  on  August 
21,  1999. 

Since  not  all  manufacturers  are  ready  to  respond  to  concerns 
about  their  units  and  the  system  as  a  whole,  we're  going  to  hold 
our  response  until  next  month.  By  then,  however,  we  should  be 
able  to  offer  a  list  of  all  the  popular  models  that  would  be  ad¬ 
versely  affected  by  these  problems.  In  any  event,  it's  nothing  to 
get  worked  up  about .  .  .  yet. 

1UIOUR  COOL  $25  FRIEND 

We’ve  been  hearing  from  cruising  friends  who've  been  hav¬ 
ing  problems  with  reefers  on  their  boats.  We’re  talking  about 
nice,  expensive  units  which  have  failed  and  needed  to  be  re¬ 
placed.  It  reminds  us  that  we  have  a  good  reefer  story  to  share: 

We  get  our  cold  beer  from  a  funny  old  reefer  which  we  bought 
at  a  swap  meet  way  back  in  87  from  a  fellow  on  F  Dock  in 
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FREE 
Open  House  & 
Charter  Boat  Show 


FREE  Sailboat  Rides,  Seminars,  Vacation  Charter 
Information,  Charter  Boat  Ownership  Seminars 


Sunday,  Feb.  21 
Marina  del  Rey 


Saturday,  Feb.  27  Sunday,  Feb.  28 
Alameda  Sausalito 

Schedule  of  Events 


1100-1700  Boats  Open  for  Viewing  —  Pick  out  your  favorites  for  chartering  this  year. 

1130-1230  CharterShare  Information  —  Meet  others  interested  in  sharing  charters. 

1200-1600  Free  Sailboat  Rides 

1300-1430  Charter  Boat  Ownership  Seminar  —  Learn  how  to  own  a  new  boat  &  use  tax  savings  & 
charter  income  to  help  pay  for  it.  (Reservations  recommended) 

1500-1530  British  Virgin  Islands  Seminar  —  Perla  George  of  the  BVI  Tourist  Board  (Alameda  only) 


Bring  Your  Friends 
Discounts  on  Classes 
Navigation  *  Clothing  *  Electronics 
Meet  the  Experts 


ClubT  Nautique 

www.clubnautique.net 


1150  Ballena  Blvd. 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
1-800-343-SAIL 


13953  Panay  Way 
Marina  del  Rey,  CA  90292 
1-877-477-SAIL 


1966  Coyote  Point  Dr. 
San  Mateo,  CA 
1-800-343-SAIL 


©  1999  Club  Nautique  ' Certain  restrictions  apply.  Ask  lor  details. 


100  Gate  Six  Rd. 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 
1-800-559-CLUB 
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Before  you  Cruise 

..take  control  of  your  batteries 


12EXB  -  12V  Battery  Monitor  with  Alarm 

Expanded  Scale 
Mode  will  show 
.001V  changes  in 
voltage 

Max.  Hold 

Red  or  Green 
back  light 


For  less  than  1/2  the  price  of  an  amp  hour  meter  the 
12EXB  can  tell  you  what's  happening  with  your 
batteries.  Too  busy  to  look  at  your  battery,  just  want  to 
know  when  to  charge  it?  The  built  in  adjustable  alarm 
will  sound  when  it's  time  to  charge  your  battery.  MAX 
Hold  will  show  largest  reading.  Retail  Price  $89.95 

200AB  -  250A  DC  Current  Monitor 


Dual  Range 

Max.  Hold 

Red  or  Green 
back  light 


‘available  in  black  or  putty 


Shoreline  200AB  monitors  DC  current  with  a  1.0% 
accuracy.  The  200AB  uses  a  Hall  Effect  current 
sensor  that  can  sense  positive  and  negative  current  by 
simply  placing  the  positive  or  negative  cable  through 
the  sensor.  The  red  or  green  back  lit  display  shows 
current  in  20  or  200A  range.  MAX  Hold  will  show 
largest  reading.  Retail  Price  $119.95 


Do 


you  need  more  Data? 

Use  one  of  our  converter 
modules  to  convert  AC 
volts  to  DC  volts  or  AC 
current  to  DC  current. 
(300ADC  requires  200B, 
5VADC  requires  200AB) 
Temperature  converter 
coming  soon!! 


300ADC  -  300VAC  to  DCV  Converter . $19.95 

200B  -  Dual  Channel  Voltage  Monitor . . $79.95 

5VADC-  5V  Precision  AC/DC  Current  Converter. . $1 9.95 


Get  your  motor  running  to  your  local  dealer 
or  call  Toll  Free  888-322-7733 
For  more  information  see 
our  website 

www.shoreline-electronics.com 

^7 Shoreline 

m  M  ELECTRONICS.  INC. 

2098-B  Walsh  Ave.,  Santa  Clara,  CA  95050 
PH:  408-987-7733  Fax:  408-987-7735 


VISA’ 

_ 


LETTERS 


Seattle.  We  were  going  to  pay  his  asking  price  of  $40,  but  when 
tiying  to  demonstrate  it,  he  hooked  up  the  wires  reversed  and 
smoke  billowed  out  through  the  wire  screen  case.  So  we  got  it 
for  $25. 

For  1 1  years  that  $25  refrigerator  ran  virtually  24  hours  a 
day,  seven  days  a  week.  It  required  a  fair  amount  of  power,  but 
not  an  outrageous  amount  —  unless  you  consider  that  stuff 
was  cool,  not  really  cold.  And  its  operation  makes  everything 
shake.  The  stove,  the  wine  glasses  in  the  rack,  the  whole  boat. 
Any  number  of  people  have  asked,  'What's  on?",  no  doubt  think¬ 
ing  we  had  some  new  gen-set  or  something.  No,  it  was  just  our 
$25  special. 

Since  the  reefer  never  stopped,  we  assumed  that  the  ther¬ 
mostat  was  broken.  That  would  explain  why  the  capacity  of  the 
unit  was  diminished  and  why  stuff  never  froze  —  even  though 
we  had  it  on  all  the  time.  We  always  planned  on  getting  a  new 
reefer  as  soon  as  the  $25  special  quit  —  but  it  never  quit. 

Then,  one  afternoon  in  Mazatlan  Judy  got  so  sick  and  tired 
of  the  scruffy  reefer  lining  that  she  ripped  it  out  —  without 
warning  or  prior  discussion,  I  might  add.  I  was  therefore  forced 
—  no  bars  and  therefore  no  cold  beers  at  Marina  Mazatlan  —  to 
redo  the  reefer  lining  immediately. 

As  a  result;  the  reefer  was  down  for  36  hours,  its  one  and 
only  Mexican  vacation.  And  upon  restarting,  the  thermostat 
suddenly  started  working!  The  reefer  wasn't  noticeably  colder, 
but  it  used  less  power.  The  beer  seemed  a  little  colder,  too,  so 
we  didn't  throw  it  away. 

On  our  crossing  from  Mexico  to  French  Polynesia,  however, 
the  reefer  pretty  much  failed.  Despite  running  it  continuously, 
it  rarely  was  below  50°.  We  later  learned  that  it  was  just  sea¬ 
sick,  as  a  day  or  two  after  arriving  in  the  Marquesas,  the  con¬ 
tents  dropped  to  their  previously  cool  temperature  again!  This 
business  of  working  in  anchorages  but  not  at  sea  continued  all 
the  way  across  the  Pacific.  Whoever  heard  of  a  reefer  that  suf¬ 
fered  from  mal  de  mer ? 

Now  that  we’re  in  New  Zealand,  our  refrigerator  has  miracu¬ 
lously  transformed  from  a  reefer  into  a  freezer!  It  freezes  meat 
and  sometimes  my  beer  has  ice.  We  actually  had  to  turn  it  down! 

We  know  that  a  new  unit  would  be  better,  as  it  would  con¬ 
sume  less  power  and  maybe  even  make  ice  cubes.  But  the  $25 
special  has  been  with  us  so  long  that  we  think  it's  earned  its 
spot  on  Wings.  Besides,  we're  not  sure  we  could  find  a  replace¬ 
ment  for  $25. 

By  the  way,  our  ancient  unit  is  a  CombiCool,  which  looks 
just  like  a  Norcold  and  has  a  Japanese  'Swing'  compressor.  It 
runs  on  12  volts  or  230  volts  —  just  the  ticket  for  New  Zealand's 
230  volt  AC  power.  Now  if  we  could  only  find  the  power  cord 
after  12  years. 

Fred  Roswold  &  Judy  Jensen 
Wings,  Serendipity  43 
Seattle 

Fred  &  Judy  —  Great  story! 

1UITRANSCARAIBES 

Last  summer,  I  emailed  you  for  information  on  the 
Transcaraibes  Race  from  Martinique,  to  the  Saints,  to  Antigua, 
to  St.  Barts,  to  Hemingway  Marina  in  Cuba.  You  suggested  wait¬ 
ing  until  about  now  to  inquire  about  getting  a  berth.  I'm  still 
interested,  but  clueless.  What's  up? 

Helen  Walker 
-  s  Boulder,  CO 

Helen  The  French  outfit  that  puts  this  and  other  ocean 
sailing  programs  together  seems  to  have  their  act  together.  For 
details,  check  out  their  website  at  www.transcciraibes.com. 
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The  Jeanneau  45.2  with  its 
spacious  cockpit,  twin  steering 
wheels,  large  owner's  cabin  forward, 
ergonomic  navigation  station  and 
roomy  salon,  offers  the  perfect  blend 
of  great  sailing  performance  with 
alftbe  important  elements  for 
cruising  in  comfort  and  style. 


Discover  our  Difference! 

•  Meticulous  hand  layup  provides 
complete  insurance  against  structural 
defects  and  osmotic  blistering. 

•  Traditional  linerless  structure  gives 
added  strength  and  stiffness  for  years  of 

.  trouble-free  sailing. 

•  Engineered  Kevlar  reinforcing 

enhances  strength  and  impact  resistance 
111-  while  reducing  weight. 


See  the  Jeanneau  45.2  Now  on 
Display  at  Our  California  Dealers: 

CRUISING  SPECIALISTS 

H&S  YACHT  SALES 

1120  Ballena  Blvd. 

1880  Harbor  Island  Dr. 

Alameda,  CA  94501 

San  Diego,  CA  92101 

Tel:  510-521-5544 

Tel:  619-291-6313 

Fax:  510-521-6677 

Fax:  619-299-5240 

Beautiful  varnished  teak  below  deck  for 
old  world  charm  and  modern  convenience. 

Built  by  the  largest  and  one  of  the  most 
successful  marine  groups  in  the  world, 
Jeanneau  is  a  cut  above  their  production 
competitors. 


12.2  1ZCC  40DS  36.2  34.2  .  32.2  29.2 


/ 
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‘95  Caliber  47  —  Almost  impossible  to  find  pre-cruised,  this  solid, 
graceful  and  fast  center  cockpit  bluewater  cruiser  is  well  equipped 
and  beautifully  maintained.  2  staterooms  w/  private  heads,  full  elec¬ 
tronics,  generator,  autopilot,  bow  thruster,  convertible  cutter  rig, 
inflatable  w /  outboard,  furling  main  &  genoa,  iiferaft,  etc.  $315,000 


‘95  Hunter  Passage  42  —  Just  listed.  Like  new  &  only  $188,000. 


Hunter  336  The  room  and  performance  of  a  traditional  40  footer  at 
an  affordable  price.  2  private  staterooms,  6’4”  headroom,  full-sized 
chart  table,  gourmet  galley,  large  head  and  huge  cockpit.  3  to 
choose  from  starting  under  $80,000. 

42’ Vagabond  $99,950  38’ Panda  $135,500 

37’ Hunter  39,950  31’  Beneteau  310  49,500 

29’ Hunter  29.5  47,500  20’ Balboa  w/ trailer  2,995 

List  your  cruising  sailboat  or  trawler  with  us  &  get  results  fast! 


1120  Ballena  Blvd.,  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  521-5544  •  FAX  (510)  521-6677 


Particulars  believed  correct,  b®  not  guaranteed.  Subject  to  prior  sale  or  withdrawal  without  notice,  Sisterships  shown. 


If  we  were  looking  for  a  great  spring  adventure,  this  is  the 
one  we'd  pick.  The  course  is  long,  spectacular,  warm  and  down¬ 
wind.  In  addition,  the  stops  are  terrific  and  the  destination  is 
unique.  Cowabunga! 

fill  NEW  RACE  INSTRUCTIONS 

To  follow  up  on  my  last  letter  to  you  concerning  race  boats 
interfering  with  commercial  traffic  on  the  Bay,  we  had  an  inter¬ 
esting  meeting  with  the  Coast  Guard  Vessel  Traffic  Service  in 
December.  The  Coast  Guard  showed  us  a  video  taken  from  the 
top  of  Yerba  Buena  Island  showing  several  boats  in  the  Big  Boat 
Series  crossing  in  front  of  a  large  oil  tanker.  The  tanker  captain 
took  evasive  action  to  avoid  a  dangerous  situation.  The  video 
convinced  us  that  we  need  to  do  more  to  discourage  skippers 
from  cutting  too  close  in  front  of  large  ships. 

The  issue  is,  of  course,  how  close  is  too  close.  The  subject  is 
governed  by  Rule  9  of  the  Rules  of  the  Road  for  Inland  Waters. 
Rule  9  does  not  specifically  state  how  close  is  too  close,  but 
merely  specifies  that  small  craft  may  not  impede  the  passage  of 
large  vessels  in  a  restricted  channel  or  fairway.  All  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  and  its  tributaries  have  narrow  channels  through 
which  all  commercial  ships  must  pass.  Accordingly,  any  ship 
underway  in  San  Francisco  Bay  is,  by  definition,  within  a  re¬ 
stricted  waterway,  and  so  Rule  9  applies  in  all  cases. 

When  an  underway  ship  is  in  the  vicinity  of  small  craft,  the 
ship  sounds  one  long  blast  on  the  horn  to  indicate  its  presence 
and  that  small  craft  in  the  area  need  to  keep  clear.  If  the  cap¬ 
tain  or  bar  pilot  believes  that  a  dangerous  situation  has  devel¬ 
oped  which  requires  him  to  take  evasive  action,  five  short  blasts 
are  sounded  on  the  horn.  The  captain  is  then  required  to  take 
evasive  action  and  the  clear  message  is  that  one  or  more  small 
craft  have  failed  to  keep  clear. 

If  all  our  sailors  adhered  to  Rule  9,  five  short  blasts  would 
never  be  necessary.  Unfortunately,  that  is  not  always  the  case. 
It  was  not  the  case  in  the  Secret  Love  incident  reported  by  you 
in  your  January  edition,  and  was  not  the  case  during  last  year’s 
Big  Boat  Series. 

For  the  1999  Big  Boat  Series  and  all  other  regattas,  the  St. 
Francis  YC  will  adopt  a  zero  tolerance  policy  for  boats  that  in¬ 
terfere  with  commercial  traffic.  We  will  be  adopting  new  race 
.*  instructions  which  will  liberalize  the  rules  under  which  a  boat 
can  be  protested  by  a  competitor  or  the  race  committee  when¬ 
ever  a  commercial  ship  sounds  five  blasts  during  the  course  of 
a  race.  We  are  developing  these  new  race  instructions  at  this 
time. 

The  subject  of  how  close  is  too  close  is  a  tricky  issue.  The 
speed  and  direction  of  the  ship,  the  speed  and  direction  of  the 
race  fleet,  wind  and  current  all  come  into  play,  and  in  the  end 
there  is  a  judgment  factor  which  must  be  applied.  We  would 
love  to  have  an  objective  standard  for  making  this  determina¬ 
tion,  but  we  have  yet  to  come  up  with  anything  that  is  bullet¬ 
proof. 

One  possible  guideline  would  be  whether  the  captain  of  the 
ship  could  see  the  sailboat  as  it  passed  across  the  bow  of  the 
ship.  In  cases  where  the  ship’s  bridge  is  in  the  aft  section  of  the 
ship,  this  might  be  a  reasonable  standard.  Unfortunately,  not 
all  ship  s  bridges  are  in  the  aft  of  the  ship  —  as  was  proven  by 
your  photograph  of  Nada  II  and  Secret  Love  in  1983.  In  cases 
where  a  ship's  bridge  was  amidships  or  forward,  the  standard 
of  the  captain  being  able  to  see  the  boat  in  front  wouldn't  work 
because  the  margin  for  error  wouldn't  be  adequate. 

We're  still  working  to  come  up  with  guidelines  that  will  help 
us  decide  what  is  too  close.  Any  suggestions  from  you  or  your 
readership  are  welcome. 

P.S.  In  your  January  issue,  you  quoted  and  identified  me  as 
the  Commodore  of  the  St.  Francis  YC.  When  I  wrote  that  letter, 
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Pre-Season  Special: 

FREE  Inflatable  Sportboat 

with  purchase  or  lease  of  any  new  boat  in  stock 


IN  STOCK: 
Caliber  40 
Long  Range  Cruiser 


FREE! 

Air  Concepts 
Inflatable  Sportboat 


IN  STOCK: 

Mainship  Pilot  30,  Sedan  30, 
350  Trawler 


Choose  your  new  boat  now  from  our  huge  selection.  We  have  over  $2  million  in  stock  at 
our  docks  and  millions  more  coming  so  you  can  have  immediate  delivery  and  not  miss  a 
single  day  of  fun  this  season.  We’re  open  7  days  a  week,  so  call  or  stop  by  today! 


^  Cruising  Specialists 

#  1-888- 78-YACHT 


IN  STOCK: 

Hunter  280,  310, 340, 380, 410, 420, 450 


IN  STOCK: 

Jeanneau  45.2, 40DS,  34.2 


Caliber  •  Hunter  •  Jeanneau  •  Mainship  Trawlers 

Yacht  Sales  &.  Service  •  Financing  •  Insurance  •  Leasing  •  Licensed  Yacht  Brokers 
1120  Ballena  Boulevard,  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  (510)  521-5544  •  FAX  (510)  521-6677 


§  1999  Cruising  Specialists  •  Free  dinghy  with  purchase  of  any  new  Caliber,  Hunter,  Jeanneau  or  Mainship  Trawler.  Dinghy  model  varies  with  boat  model.  Offer  expires  2/28/99 
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earn  to  Sail 

with  a  Friend 
and  SAVE  BIG  $$ 

Complete  3-Class  Package 
For  Just  $695*  (regularly  $1,435) 


•  Basic  Keelboat 

3  days  of  Instruction 


i  .-'V.  £$.«>'  x-'K;*. : 


Mid-week  Weekend 

$295  $395  L_ _ _ 

•  Basic  Coastal 
Cruising 

3  days  of  Instruction 

$445 

•  Bareboat 
Chartering 

2  days  &  overnight 

$595 

Other  schools  offer  2-class  packages  through 
Basic  Coastal  for  $695 


Go  all  the  way  to  BAREBOAT! 

ONLY  Tradewinds  takes  you  all  the  way  to 
bareboat  chartering,  3  classes  for  $Tff3S.$695 ! 


FEBRUARY  SPECIAL 

$695  per  person  (min.  of  two) 
Come  alone  and  still  save... $895  single 

Offer  good  for  first  10  people  in  February 


Nobody  Offers  More  Sailing  for  Less.  | 


^6nu/eiV(iu/s 

Sailing  Club  -  Sailing  School 


COMMITTED  TO  EXCELLENCE  AND  VALUE 


Keelboat 

Certification 

System 


1-800-321-TWSC  (8972)  •  (510)232-7999 

Brickyard  Cove  •  e-mail:  tradewinds@sfsailing.com 
)  SERVING  AND  TEACHING  SAILORS  FOR  OVER  36  YEARS  ( 


I  was  the  Rear  Commodore  and  I  believe  I  identified  myself  as 
such.  You  got  me  into  hot  water  with  the  real  commodore  by 
identifying  me  as  the  commodore.  By  the  time  this  issue  goes 
to  press,  I  will  be  the  vice  commodore,  but  still  not  the  commo¬ 
dore.  Please  keep  me  out  of  trouble  with  my  fellow  flag  officers. 

Bruce  H.  Munro 
Rear  Commodore,  StFYC 

Bruce  —  We  agree  that  'zero  tolerance'  is  the  only  way  to 
prevent  a  tragedy  —  and  to  insure  that  sailors  will  continue  to 
be  able  to  race  in  the  Central  Bay.  We  appreciate  the  difficulty 
figuring  out  a  fair  and  effective  guideline  to  determine  what's  too 
close.  Perhaps  the  best  solution  is  to  say  that  all  competitors 
must  pass  a  certain  distance  —  say  a  quarter  mile  —  infr  ont  of 
all  large  commercial.traffic.  and  then  periodically  monitor  com¬ 
pliance  via  radar  from  the  club.  Violators  get  tossed. 

Sorry  about  misidentifying  your  position  at  the  club.  Simple 
minds  such  as  ours  often  are  overwhelmed  by  what  should  be 
an  obvious  distinction  between  Munro  and  Monroe. 

H  If  THANKS  AND  NIGHTMARE  TACTICS 

As  a  kid  growing  up  in  a  less  than  perfect  family,  I  had  a 
subscription  to  Sail  magazine  that  provided  an  escape  and  fos¬ 
tered  dreams  of  faraway  places  and  activities  more  pleasant 
than  my  everyday  life.  It  would  be  20  years  before  those  dreams 
would  bear  fruit,  but  the  last  two  years  have  presented  great 
opportunities  for  sailing  and  meeting  the  wonderful  individu¬ 
als  who  make  up  the  sailing  community.  Now,  as  I  begin  my 
preparation  for  the  next  Singlehanded  TransPac,  I’d  veiy  much 
like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  entire  sailing  community  — 
and  the  following  people  in  particular: 

Lloyd  Burns,  Sr.,  the  elder  statesman  of  the  Berkeley  YC, 
who  at  age  70  still  races  Prime  Mover  with  the  SF-30s.  Your 
gentle  bearing  and  command  makes  it  easy  to  leam.  Max  Ebb, 
whose  stories  of  his  own  Singlehanded  TransPac  kindled  the 
inspiration  for  my  own  endeavor,  and  whose  technical  lessons 
in  sail  trim  have  proved  more  useful  than  most  manuals.  An¬ 
thony  Sandberg  of  OCSC,  for  always  keeping  the  proper  per¬ 
spective  on  the  issue  of  sport  versus  seamanship.  Bill  Lafferty, 
1997  Commodore  of  Kona  Kai  International  YC.  After  watching 
•Curlew  and  Dauntless  in  San  Diego  Harbor,  it's  been  impos¬ 
sible  for  me  to  stay  away  from  boats!  Capt.  Dick  Linehan,  who 
provided  the  best  basic  training  in  sailing  that  anyone  could 
ask  for.  Met  any  good  hurricanes  lately?  Faun  Skyles,  who  was 
,  right  in  saying  that  it  all  starts  with  a  dream.  All  the  best,  wher¬ 
ever  you  happen  to  be  cooking  now.  Mom,  for  introducing  me 
to  the  quote  from  Wind  in  the  Willows:  'There  is  nothing,  my 
young  friend,  absolutely  nothing,  half  so  much  worth  doing  as 
messing  about  in  boats!" 

As  1999  gets  underway,  I  want  to  wish  all  the  best  to  every¬ 
one  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  sailing  community.  If  you  see  a 
quiet  guy  at  the  bar  nursing  a  beer,  introduce  yourself.  It's  me, 
and  I'm  shy. 

On  another  subject:  It  was  very  sad  to  read  of  the  events  in 
the  southern  hemisphere  that  resulted  in  the  Nightmare  Off 
New  Zealand  story.  My  heart  goes  out  to  those  who  lost  loved 
ones  and  yachts.  Would  it  be  instructive  for  Latitude  to  solicit 
analyses  of  such  events  by  recognized  authorities  in  storm  tac¬ 
tics?  Or  at  least  provide  references  or  Internet  links  to  resources 
on  the  subject?  Where  can  we  go  to  educate  ourselves  and  avoid 
a  similar  fate?  While  my  own  knowledge  of  sailing  in  storms  is 
vicarious,  if  I  were  caught  in  such  a  situation,  I  think  I’d  re¬ 
member  the  following  things  that  I’ve  read: 

1)  Offshore  gear  should  include  a  small  storm  jib  and  trysail. 

2)  Never  sail  under  bare  poles  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

3)  Although  not  a  sure  thing,  heaving  to  has  been  known  to 
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WINTER 

SALE! 

Take  advantage 
of  our  great  deals 
on  closeout 
Foul  Weather 
Gear  by 
Gill 

Helly  Hansen 

and 

Pro  Rainer. 


Svendsen's  carries  the  complete  line  of  Vanguard's: 

•  Laser:  Learn  to  sail  or  compete  at  any  level. 

•  Laser  II:  High  performance,  double-handed  sailboat 
with  spinnaker  &  trapeze. 

•  Vanguard  15:  Natl  one-design  racing  or  recreational  boat. 

•  Sunfish:  "One  of  the  25  best  designed  products 
in  America"  Fortune  magazine. 

•  Optimist:  Over  150,000  actively  race  in  85  countries. 

•  Pico:  Simple,  fun,  easy  to  maintain  &  moderately  priced. 

•  Pram:  Multi-purpose  sailing  dinghy. 


CHANDLERY 

Fully  stocked.:,  parts 
&  accessories  for.  all 
your  boating  needs. 

RIG  SHOP 

Weekdays  staffed  with 
professional  riggers. 

BOAT  YARD 

60-ton  elevator, 

35-ton  travelift, 
bottom  jobs,  repairs... 

DINGHY  DEALER 

VANGUARD  are  some 
of  the  fastest  and  most 
raced  dinghies  today! 

METAL  WORKS 

Stainless  steel  radar 
mounts,  stanchions, 
brackets,  etc... 

ENGINE  EXPERTS 

Sales  and  repairs. 
Authorized  NISSAN 
dealer/service  station. 

WOOD  SHOP 

Haul  repairs,  caulking, 
trim  works,  interior 
repairs  &  remodeling. 


Nor  rain,  nor  wind,  nor  dead  of  winter 
will  keep  you  from  working  on  your  boat 
in  Svendsen's  Tahiti  Room  (Mai  Tai's  not 
included).  Large  tent  accommodates  your 
whole  boat.  Call  for  availability! 


QUALITY  METAL  WORKS 

7,000  sq.  ft.  facility  for  all  your  marine  metal  needs... 
custom  and  production  paits  and  repairs.  Come  take 
a  closer  look  at  our  famous  Uni-pole  systems. 


1851  Clement  Ave  (Alameda  Marina)  •  Alameda  •  CA  94501 
Hours:  Mon-Fri  8:00-5:30,  Sat  8:00-5:00  and  Sun  9:00-4:00 
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Alameda  4  Charleston,  S.C.  4  Ft.  Lauderdale 
Houston  4  New  York  4  Newport  Beach  4  Newport,  R.l. 
San  Diego  4  Sausalito  4  Seattle  4  St.  Petersburg 


Ganis  Credit  Corporation  is  in  the  business 
of  financing  fun  -  however  you  define  it.  For 
over  seventeen  years  boaters  across  America 
have  trusted  Ganis  Credit  Corporation  for  their 
financing  needs.  We  hpve  proudly  loaned 
over  $4  billion  by  providing  quick, 
professional  service  from  the  day  you  apply 
to  the  day  you  make  the  last  payment. 

GANIS 
CREDIT 
CORPORATION 

A  Unit  of  Deutsche  Financial  Services 

Boat  Loans. 

Fast.  Confidential.  Fun. 

800.671.1555 

1 070  Marina  Village  Pkwy.,  Ste.  207 
Alamedd,  CA  94501 


Congressional  Cup,  Long  Beach  Yacht  Club,  1 996.  Photo  by  Geri  Conser. 
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LETTERS 


save  sailors’  lives  in  some  of  the  worst  conditions. 

4)  Could  those  in  danger  have  possibly  laid  in  for  a  wind¬ 
ward  shore? 

Tyler  Harden 
Silly-con  Valley 

Tyler  —  The  only  good  thing  that  can  come  from  a  tragedy  is 
knowledge  so  that  others  in  similar  future  situations  might  be 
saved.  As  a  result,  we've  left  messages  with  the  skippers  of 
Salacia  and  Freya,  hoping  to  be  able  to  get  their  invaluable  first- 
person  accounts  of  what  happened  on  each  of  their  boats.  Salacia, 
you'll  remember,  apparently  sank  after  contact  with  a  ship  at¬ 
tempting  to  rescue  them.  Freya,  which  had  been  rolled  as  many 
as  five  times,  presumably  sank  shortly  after  the  Berman  family 
was  rescuedfrom  her.  Unfortunately,  we've  yet  to  hear  back  from 
any  of  the  principals.  There  could  well  be  good  legal  and/or  emo¬ 
tional  reasons  why  they've  not  contacted  us,  but  we'll  gently 
keep  trying. 

Frankly,  we're  not  sure  how  many  genuine  'storm  authorities' 
there  are  because  it's  actually  very  rare  for  recreational  mari¬ 
ners  —  even  those  with  several  hundred  thousand  ocean  miles 
—  to  be  caught  in  anything  like  honest  20-foot  seas.  You'll  find 
substantiation  later  in  this  issue.  While  the  veterans  of  multiple 
Whitbreads  probably  have  the  most  experience  in  such  condi¬ 
tions,  their  situation  is  entirely  different  because  they're  on  large 
high  performance  boats  rather  than  typical  cruising  boats,  and 
they've  got  the  help  of  full  world-class  crews,  not just  a  girlfriend 
or  spouse. 

We  also  believe  that  people  sometimes  get  lulled  into  false 
security  by  reading  books  on  storm  tactics,  which  can  give  the 
impression  that  it's  easy  —  let  alone  possible  —  or  even  effective 
to  follow  their  tactics.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  a  veteran  of  30 
years  of  ocean  racing  and  sailing  told  us  about  his  experience 
being  caught  in  75-knot  winds  and  associated  seas.  He  snorted 
at  the  idea  of  anybody  —  let  alone  a  typical  husband  and  wife 
team  —  even  thinking  of  going  to  the  bow  to  set  a  stor  m  jib.  He 
said  you  simply  wedged  yourself  into  a  tight  spot  for  the  dura¬ 
tion  and  hung  on. 

After  reading  a  book  on  storm  tactics,  you  need  to  get  a  real¬ 
istic  simulation  of  what  such  conditions  might  be  like.  To  this 
end,  we  suggest  wrestling  with  a  small  sail  on  the  bed  of  a  pick¬ 
up  truck  while  it's  being  driven  across  rutted  roads  at  80  miles 
an  hour.  And  you'll  also  need  to  remember  that  recommended 
solutions  don't  always  work.  Freya's  drogue  apparently  wasn't 
the  answer,  and  a  sea  anchor  didn't  work  for  the  crew  of 
Credimus.  As  unpleasant  a  realization  as  it  might  be,  all  mari¬ 
ners  have  to  accept  the  fact  that  there  are  instances  —  thank¬ 
fully  very  rare  in  normal  cruising  areas  —  when  they  can  do 
little  more  than  hold  on  tight  and  pray. 

IT JJ- TYPHOON  ALLEY 

The  Sydney- Hobart  Race  has  an  international  reputation  as 
being  sort  of  the  'destruction  derby'  of  yacht  racing.  Every  now 
and  then,  as  was  the  case  this  year,  really  awful  weather  over¬ 
takes  the  fleet. 

It’s  almost  amusing,  too,  that  a  couple  of  years  ago  the  Osaka 
to  Guam  Race  was  also  devastated  by  a  storm.  After  all,  how 
big  a  surprise  was  it  when  they  ran  the  race  down  the  middle  of 
the  Western  Pacific's  'Typhoon  Alley'?  What's  amusing  is  not 
the  devastation  or  loss  of  life,  but  rather  that  it  wasn't  widely 
reported.  I  don’t  know  whether  it  was  because  the  original  ac¬ 
counts  were  in  Japanese  or  because  the  Japanese  just  aren't 
whiners.  *  - 

The  Osaka-Guam  tragedy  was  a  reprise  of  the  ’79  Fastnet,  in 
the  sense  that  it  put  the  seaworthiness  of  modem  yachts  in 
extreme  circumstances  to  the  test.  And  this  year's  Sydney  to 
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More  cruising  sailors  rely 
on  North  than  any  other 
sailmaker  in  the  world. 

Call  us  and  find  out  why 


North  Sails  San  Frandsco  510-522-5373* 

San  Diego  619-224-2424  Newport  Beach  949-642-7238  Huntington  Beach  714-898-1234 

Channel  Islands  805-984-8100  Marina  Del  Rey  310-827-8888  The  Chandlery  (Santa  Barbara)  805-965-4538 

*ask  for  our  FREE  BROCHURE,  A  Cruising  Sailor's  Guide  to  Sails  and  Sailcloth 
or  write  Cruising  Sailor's  Guide,  317  Chester  Ave.,  Annapolis,  MD  21403 

visit  our  website  at  www.northsails.com 
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We've  made  the  best 
antifouling  paint  even  better! 
How?  By  adding  a  revolutionary 
new  ingredient  called  Ciba® 
Irgarol®  to  Trinidad.  Developed 
and  tested  for  over  ten  years 
by  the  Ciba  Specialty  Chemicals, 
Irgarol  significantly  reduces  soft 
growth  and  slime.  That,  on  top 
of  the  70%  copper  in  Trinidad, 
makes  Trinidad  SR  the  most 
effective  antifoulant  around. 
Finally,  a  paint  that  breaks 
through  slime.  It's  about  time! 

Get  It  With  Pettit. 


Hobart  was  a  reprise  of  the  Fastnet  in  the  sense  of  celebrity 
blubbering.  In  1979,  we  had  the  Prime  Minister  of  England, 
Edward  Heath  doing  it.  This  year  it  was  Oracle's  Larry  Ellison. 
All  that  was  missing  was  Ted  Turner,  who  was  quoted  as  saying 
the  most  terrifying  part  of  the  Fastnet  Race  was  waiting  in  his 
hotel  room  after  the  finish  to  see  if  any  of  the  little  boats  had 
corrected  out  ahead  of  his  Tenacious. 

For  sailors  looking  for  an  ocean  race  with  a  lower  probability 
of  severe  meteorological  problems,  check  out:  http:/ /www. 
slip.net/~ciwarren/tahiti.html.  We'll  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
at  the  finish  line  in  Tahiti  in  May. 

Charles  Warren 
San  Francisco 

Charles  —  We  don't  find,  anything  remotely  amusing  about 
tragic  aspects  of  the  '79  Fastnet  Race,  the  Osaka  to  Guam  Race, 
or  the  recent  Sydney  to  Hobart  Race.  While  there  are  lessons  to 
be  learned  from  each  of  them,  we  think  that  everyone  from  the 
organizers  to  the  participants  had  the  best  intentions  in  mind. 
Experienced  sailors  knew  that  all  three  races  had  reputations 
for  being  very  challenging.  We  think  it's  in  poor  taste  to  try  to 
build  the  fleet  of  the  Tahiti  Race  using  the  tragedies  suffered  in 
other  races. 

And  what's  this  nonsense  about  "celebrity  blubbering "?  We 
found  the  post-race  comments  of  Ellison  and  Heath,  both  of  whom 
had  participated  in  many  other  races,  to  be  from  the  heart.  What 
more  can  you  ask  of  anyone?  Heath,  of  course,  was  no  longer 
Prime  Minister  at  the  time  of  the  Fastnet.  As  for  T  urner,  his  repu¬ 
tation  for  making  outrageous  statements  is  well  known  around 
the  world. 

The  tragedy  of  the  Osaka  to  Guam  Race  was  poorly  reported 
in  the  United  States  because  of  language  differences  and  be¬ 
cause  Japanese  races  never  get  any  coverage  outside  of  Japan. 

fUl PASSPORTS  FOR  PETS 

I'm  responding  to  Linda  Jurczyk’s  letter  last  month  about 
cruising  with  a  dog.  Two  years  ago  my  boyfriend  and  I  —  along 
with  Gertrude  our  dog  —  took  six  months  to  sail  a  boat  from 
Florida  back  to  the  Bay  Area  via  the  Canal.  We  didn't  learn  that 
we  were  going  until  just  three  weeks  before  the  start,  so  we  had 
to  do  our  research  quickly. 

.  1  started  by  calling  the  consulate  of  every  countiy  we  planned 
to  visit.  Most  consulates,  after  doing  some  research  on  their 
part,  gave  me  very  precise  information  regarding  vaccinations, 
quarantines,  visas  and  special  fees.  Some  consulates  told  us 
that  we  didn't  need  to  do  anything.  In  these  cases,  we  still  made 
the  trip  to  their  office,  asked  again,  and  then  got  a  Xerox  copy 
of  their  animal  entry  requirements.  This  way  we’d  be  at  least 
somewhat  protected  if  we  were  approached  by  the  officials  in 
these  countries. 

As  far  as  some  of  the  countries  Ms.  Jurcayck  plans  to  visit: 

1)  Panama  does  have  a  six  month  quarantine.  This  means 
your  dog  can  enter  the  country,  but  must  remain  aboard  the 
boat. 

2)  Costa  Rica  and  Mexico  require  health  certificates,  but  there 
are  no  quarantines. 

3}  The  British  Virgins,  I'm  pretty  sure,  are  the  same  as  Great 
Britain,  which  means  there's  a  six  month  quarantine  each  way. 
To  be  sure  about  this  country,  try  contacting  an  agency  called 
Passports  For  Pets  in  London.  They  are  working  to  abolish  the 
strict  quarantine  laws  throughout  Europe  for  domestic  pets  that 
are  vaccinated.  Their  website  is:  http://home-page.virgin.net/ 
passportsforpets.  ■  N 

Also,  plan  ahead  for  your  return  to  the  United  States.  De¬ 
pending  on  the  country  that  you’ll  be  returning  from,  you  may 
be  required  to  provide  a  current  health  certificate  —  usually 
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Now  at  Our  Docks 


oJAari 


fYach 


series 


*285,000 

A  " 

SAILAWAY  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

Lowrie  Yacht  Harbor 

40  Pt.  San  Pedro  Rd.,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

(415)  454-7595  •  FAX  (415)  454-2561 

Lowrie  Yacht  Harbor,  Inc.,  dba  Marin  Yacht  Sales 


The  New 

1 999  MODEL 


Celestial 


50 


PILOTHOUSE  SLOOP 


Roomy  Well  Appointed  Main  Salon 


MMggMHl 


More  Standard  Equipment 
Than  Any  Boat  Its  Size! 

Check  Out  This  Partial  List: 


Generator 
Refrigeration 
Propane  Stove/Oven 
Microwave 
Roller  Furling 
Windlass  with  Remote 


Main  &  Genoa 
Huge  Master  Stateroom 
Boomvang 
Hydraulic  Steering 
lOOhp  Y anma r 

jg 

Sparcraft  Rigging  I 

I 

Call  for  Complete  Equipment  List  and  Boat  Specs 
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WHALE  •  POINT 

MARINE  &  HARDWARE  CO. 


COME  &  TAKE  A  (LOSER  LOOK 
AT  OUR  FEBRUARY  SPECIALS 

...at  our  new  location,  plus  we've 
added  a  complete  ACE  Hardware  store. 

Whale  Point  moved  to  a  bigger  location,  plus  we've  A 

added  to  our  marine  store  a  complete  ACE  hardware 

store  for  your  convenience.  Come  and  see  us,  we  are  just 

down  the  road  @  205  Cutting  Blvd,  at  the  corner  of  2nd.  Hardware 


JOHNSON  & 
EVINRUDE 

Outboards 

2-1 5hp, 

2  or  4 
strokes, 

Short  or  Iona  shaft 

fin  stock  models  only. 


BULK  OIL 

2  shake  top  quality  oil 

^ fjohns 
EVtrmuDi 


Simply  bring  in  your  own 
container  and  buy  the 
affordable  way.  TCW-3. 


POCKET  KNIFE 


1  function 
pocket  knife, 
2-3/4"  length.  80973)3 


BI0B0R  JF 

Diesel  Additive 

Biobor  JF  eliminates  growth 
of  harmful  slime-producing 
fungi  that  clog  filters  and 
kills  hydrocarbon  utilizing  micro-organisms 
which  cause  fuel  tank  contamination. 

Quart*  List  $1 822  •  NOW  $1 1.99 


ErRTl 


Foulweather 
Gear 


Chest  High  Trousers 
NOW  $9m 


Latitude  Jacket 
NOW  $115** 


Both  together 
NOW  $19m 


therjM 

I 

; 


BOAT  SHOES 

Sebago  Bayside  Docksiders 


Handsewn  2  eyelets 
Molded  footbed,  Tan 
List  $7022  .  NOW  $59** 

Gill  Deck-Tech 

Leather,  non-slip  sole, 

washable  insole 

List  $8022  •  NOW  $59** 


TAYLOR 


Fenders 


DOC KLINES 


3-Strand 


Ltd.  Lifetime 
warranty 


3/8“  x  10' .  $3.99 

3/8"  x  15' .  $4.95 

1/2“  x  15' .  $8.95 

1/2"  x  20' . $13.95 


205  Cuttting  Blvd,  Corner  of  2nd,  Richmond 

510-233-1988  *  fax  233-1989 

Mon-Sat:  9-5  [Wed  until  6pm)  •  Sun  10-4 
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not  more  than  30  days  old  —  which  can  be  obtained  in  any 
foreign  country  that  has  a  veterinarian.  From  some  countries, 
you  may  have  a  quarantine  on  the  U.S.  end.  Start  by  calling  the 
U.S.  Agricultural  offices  in  Sacramento.  Eventually  you'll  reach 
the  right  person  —  and  you'll  be  thankful  a  thousand  times 
over  that  you  did  all  of  your  research  before  you  left. 

There  are  many  specifics  to  consider  when  traveling  with 
your  pet.  For  more  information,  you  could  read  the  Passaging 
With  Gerti  article  that  I  wrote  for  Sailing  magazine.  I'd  be  happy 
to  mail  anyone  a  copy  who  sends  a  SASE  to  me  care  of  Latitude. 

Sailing  with  our  best  friend  added  so  much  to  our  voyage, 
and  Gerti  proved  to  be  by  far  our  best  crewmember  —  although 
I'm  not  sure  what  that  says  about  our  crew. 

We  look  forward  to  many  more  sailing  adventures  with  Gerti 
on  the  foredeck.  We  hope  Ms.  Jurczyk  has  as  much  pleasure 
sailing  with  her  four-legged  friend. 

Kirstin  Kremer 
Barbara’s  Song,  C&C  6 1 
Sausalito 

\ 

^SURVEYOR  HINTS 

I'm  responding  to  Malcolm  Sower’s  January  letter  in  which 
he  praised  retired  surveyor  Jim  Jessie's  hints  about  things  like 
thru-hulls  and  bilge  pumps.  In  the  letter,  Sower  also  suggested 
that  someone  publish  a  brochure  on  the  subject  of  'surveyor's 
hints'. 

Well,  great  minds  think  alike.  We  at  Captain  Alan  Hugenot  & 
Associates,  Marine  Surveyors,  already  publish  and  distribute 
such  a  brochure.  We  leave  it  with  owners  at  the  conclusion  of 
our  marine  surveys.  It  describes  those  hints  Sowers  listed  — 
plus  a  good  deal  more,  including  recommended  spares  to  be 
carried  aboard. 

The  brochure  is  available  free  to  Latitude  readers  by  writing 
to  Captain  Hugenot,  Marine  Surveyor,  Box  70,  Redwood  City, 
CA  94064-0070 

Captain  Alan  Ross  Hugenot 
Naval  Architect  /  Marine  Surveyor 

v  t 

fill  BLAME  IT  ON  THE  BOSSA  NOVA 

According  to  a  website  on  false  'urban  legends',  many  people 
believe  that  one  of  the  worst  names  ever  given  to  a  new  product 
'*  was  the  Chevy  'Nova'  that  was  to  be  marketed  in  Mexico  in  the 
early  '70s  by  General  Motors.  As  you  pointed  out,  this  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  case  because  the  phrase  'no  va'  translates  in 
Spanish  to  'it  doesn't  go’. 

According  to  the  urban  legend  website,  while  G.M.'s  Mexi¬ 
can  managers  were  indeed  worried  about  the  name,  it  was  used 
anyway.  'They  kept  the  name,  and  it  sold  very  well,"  marketing 
analyst  Cecilia  Bouleau  — -  who  disputes  the  conventional  wis¬ 
dom  surrounding  the  moniker  —  is  quoted  as  saying.  "It’s  the 
same  thing  with  Nova  gasoline,"  Bouleau  continues.  "I  think 
that  the  word  is  sufficiently  incorporated  into  the  language  as 
meaning  'new'  —  as  in  'bossa  nova'  —  that  the  criticism  isn’t 
valid." 

Bouleau  goes  on  to  say  that  a  strong  ad  campaign  can  counter 
an  apparent  weakness  that  a  brand  name  may  carry  across  an 
international  border.  "One  thing  that  never  ceases  to  surprise 
me  is  how  Coca-Cola  has  never  had  a  problem  (in  Latin  America) . 
'Coca'  has  drug  connotations,  and  'cola'  means  'tail'  —  yet  no 
one  thinks  the  worse  of  it." 

I  enjoy  your  magazine,  but  I  don’t  believe  it  all. 

Stan  Kellar 
Planet  Earth 

Stan  —  Perhaps  it's  a  'board  room  legend',  too.  We  recall  be¬ 
ing  told  the  same  story  by  our  then  father -in-law  who,  until  shortly 
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before  his  death,  held  one  of  the  very  highest  corporate  posts  at 
General  Motors. 

Nonetheless,  ever  since  the  first  issue  we've  repeatedly  en¬ 
couraged  readers  to  heed  the  famous  advice  of  'not  believing 
everything  you  read'.  In  recent  years,  however,  persons  much 
wiser  than  oursblves  have  suggested  that  such  advice  counts 
quadruple  for  stuff  read  on  the  Internet,  a  notorious  fountain  of 
disinformation. 

flllTHE  SOLUTION 

Having  spent  over  20  years  in  the  San  Francisco  area,  and 
having  read  Latitude  during  many  of  them,  I  find  myself  now 
living  in  Sarasota,  Florida.  In  some  ways  it's  good;  in  some  ways 
it's  bad. 

Anyway,  the  people  in  the  local  West  Marine  store  claim  they 
carry  Latitude,  but  every  time  I've  gone  in,  they're  out!  And  no-  ■ 
body  seems  to  know  when  they'll  get  the  next  delivery.  I  as¬ 
sume  when  they  get  copies,  they  only  get  a  few. 

Js  there  anything  you  could  do  to  change  this  situation? 

Jack  Beale 
Venice,  Florida 

Jack  —  We  provide  thousands  of  copies  of  Latitudes  for  West 
Marine  to  distribute  outside  of  the  West  Coast.  Because  we  can't 
justify  it  in  a  business  sense,  we  write  it  off  to  karma.  But  since 
it  costs  between  50  and  80  cents  to  just  print  a  single  copy,  you 
can  understand  why  there's  a  limit  to  karmic  distribution. 

While  we  can't  afford  to  do  anything  to  rhake  sure  you  receive 
everyissue  of  Latitude,  you  can.  Subscriptions  are  just  $26  a 
year  for  an  average  of  2,600  pages.  At  50-cents/ pound  of  reo.d- 
ing.  it's  hard  to  beat. 

flllTHE  ENGINELESS  2-46  WAS  ALREADY  THERE 

Your  comments  on  Argonauta's  problems  in  trying  to  get  a 
replacement  diesel  to  Bahia  Tortuga  reminded  me  of  a  very  simi¬ 
lar  situation  in  the  '60s  when  I  was  delivering  Ed  Sundberg's 
Cal  36  back  from  a  Mazatlan  Race. 

We'd  made  it  to  Bahia  Tortuga,  which  is  pretty  much  half¬ 
way  up  the  coast  of  Baja,  and  had  been  at  anchor  for  a  few 
hours  when  a  Cal  2-46  motorsailer  entered  and  dropped  their 
hook  under  sail.  Assuming  they  had  engine  problems,  I  rowed 
over  to  find  that  my  friend  Dana  Fisher  was  delivering  a  very 
nice  vessel  —  except  for  a  frozen  solid  Perkins  4-108.  The  en¬ 
gine  was  destroyed  after  the  man  on  watch  failed  to  notice  the 
loss  of  oil  pressure  and/or  the  rise  in  engine  temperature. 

I  asked  Dana  what  he  was  going  to  do,  and  he  responded, 
"I'm  thinking  about  it." 

A  couple  of  hours  later,  we  saw  him  go  over  the  side  with 
mask,  snorkel,  frns  and  a  pipe  wrench.  Before  dark,  he'd  re¬ 
moved  the  big,  solid,  three-blade  prop  and  had  it  on  deck.  By 
morning  they  were  gone. 

We  left  later  that  day  and  motorsailed  up  the  lee  side  of  Cedros 
Island  until  the  tired  Atomic  4  valve  springs  on  our  boat  finally 
gave  up.  We  sailed  the  remaining  300+  miles  to  San  Diego  in 
four  or  five  days  —  to  find  that  Dana  and  the  crew  of  the 
engineless  Cal  46  were  already  there! 

"She's  a  Lapworth  modified  fin  keel,  spade  rudder  design  — 
a  lot  like  that  Cal  36  underwater,"  said  Fisher.  "Why  wouldn't 
she  sail  well  once  I  removed  the  big  prop?” 

Option  B,  sailing  the  boat  back  to  San  Diego  to  make  engine 
repairs,  wasn't  such  a  bad  choice.  Sometimes  sailing  can  sure 
beat  fighting  border  and  customs  officials,  local  mechanics,  and 
your  own  exasperation. 
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Dll  SEA  OF  CORTEZ  AND  ANTIGUA  SAILING  WEEKS 

I’m  interested  in  a  contact  for  the  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing  Week 
that  you  have  featured  for  the  past  two  years.  Looks  like  a  hoot. 
Is  there  an  email  address  I  can  write  to  for  more  information? 

But  my  real  goal  is  to  charter  a  larger  Swan  or  Wauquiez 
type  boat  and  participate  in  Antigua  Sailing  Week  2000  —  aka 
the  Millennium  Sailing  Week.  The  idea  would  be  to  organize  a 
group  of  sailors  from  my  Puget  Sound  yacht  club  and  take  part 
in  that  great  event. 

I’m  checking  into  this  now,  but  I  know  that  you've  done  a 
number  of  Sailing  Weeks.  Any  thoughts? 

Kelly  Busey 
Gig  Harbor,  Washington 

Kelly  —  Padre  Timo  is  Chairman  for  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing 
Week.  Email  him  your  questions  at  padretimo@aol.com. 

We  enjoyed  six  Antigua  Sailing  Weeks  with  Big  O,  and  each 
successive  Week  got  better.  We'll  always  remember  the  later  ones 
as  some  of  the  best  —  and  certainly  wildest  —  times  of  our  lives. 
Bang  out  Antigua  Sailing  Week  on  your  search  engine  and  you'll 
come  up  with  their  terrific  website  and  information  on  how  to 
charter  a  Swan  or  similar  boat.  The  only  problem  we  see  with 
your  idea  is  that  you'll  probably  never  be  able  to  return  to  the 
gloom  of  the  Northwest  again. 

For  folks  who  aren'tfamiliar  with  them  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing 
Week  and  Antigua  Sailing  Week  couldn't  be  more  different.  In 
the  Sea  of  Cdrtez,  only  a  handful  of  boats  race  seriously,  and 
they're  all  boats  in  the  midst  of  cruises.  It's  really  a  very  relaxed 
social  event.  In  Antigua,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  about  250 
boatloads  of  folks  who've  come  thousands  of  miles  to  race  and 
party,  and  they  do  both  with  intensity.  In  addition,  the  boats 
and  racing  crews  are  of  a  much  higher  standard.  In  other  words, 
Sea  of  Cortez  is  a  week  of  relaxation,  while  after  Antigua  you 
need  at  least  a  week  of  relaxation  to  recover. 

fill  NEVER  GAVE  UP  SAILING  AND  NEVER  WILL 

When  I  read  Christy  Halvorson's  October  '98  letter  about 
being  diagnosed  with  breast  cancer,  I  felt  immediate  kinship.  I 
know  of  the  pains  and  fears  she  suffered. 

I  began  sailing  lessons  in  '94  and  considered  sailing  the  world. 
My  husband  Bill  and  I  thought  we'd  buy  a  boat  in  three  to  five 
years,  and  start  working  toward  throwing  off  the  dock  lines  a 
few  years  after  that.  But  then  fate  played  her  hand,  and  I  un¬ 
derwent  a  radical  mastectomy  in  June  of  '96. 1  was  46  years  old 
at  the  time. 

Four  days  after  my  surgery,  Bill  drove  us  from  our  home  in 
Bakersfield  to  Ventura,  where  I  saw  the  most  beautiful  boat  I 
had  ever  seen,  a  CT  49.  Alas,  we  couldn’t  raise  the  yacht  bro¬ 
ker.  The  following  week  we  drove  to  Alameda  and  saw  Sanctu¬ 
ary,  another  CT  49.  It  was  love  at  First  sight,  and  two  weeks 
after  my  surgery  we  became  the  proud  owners  of  our  first  boat. 

I  underwent  one  year  of  chemo  for  breast  cancer,  and  I  never 
went  to  my  sessions  without  a  Latitude  38  and  my  deck  shoes. 
I  'sailed'  during  every  session,  and  it  helped  me  endure  what  I 
had  to  do.  In  the  meantime.  Bill  took  an  early  retirement  and 
has  not  looked  back.  He  thinks  he  was  bom  to  be  retired.  I 
thank  God  for  him  and  his  patience.  He  and  my  son  Levi  were 
my  anchors  during  some  of  the  worst  and  best  parts  of  my  life. 

During  the  months  of  my  treatment,  we  went  to  the  coast 
every  weekend  to  work  on  our  boat.  This  —  along  with  meeting 
wonderful  new  sailing  friends  at  Vintage  Marina  in  Oxnard  — 
surely  kept  me  in  a  positive  frame  of  mind.  And  we  got  to  the 
point  of  picking  up  two  copies  of  Latitude  so  we  wouldn't  fight 
over  it. 

Four  months  after  I  was  released  from  the  Chemotherapy  for 
breast  cancer,  I  was  rediagnosed  with  Non-Hodgkins  Lymphoma 
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low-grade.  I  did  eight  more  months  of  a  different  chemotherapy 
and  I  still  'sailed'  in  each  of  my  sessions.  I'm  now  in  remission 
and  hope  to  stay  that  way  for  as  long  as  possible. 

Bill  and  I,  two  Mikes,  and  my  parrot  Dinghy,  did  the  Baja 
Ha-Ha  last  October  and  finished  'third'  in  our  division  and  have 
our  'trophy'  on^display.  We're  presently  in  sunny  La  Paz  and 
plan  to  head  south  again  in  the  middle  of  January  to  points 
beyond.  I  am  proof  that  you  can  do  it  even  when  the  odds  are 
stacked  against  you.  I  never  gave  up  the  dream  of  sailing  the 
ocean,  and  I  never  will. 

P.S.  A  word  to  the  wise  for  all  you  women:  start  your  mam¬ 
mograms  at  age  40. 

.  Suzan  Harris 

Sanctuary,  CT  49 
La  Paz,  Mexico 

i 

Suzan  — -  Thanks  for  sharing  your  story  and  advice.  We're 
thinking  good  thoughts  about  your  continued  good  health. 

1!  ■11‘REUNITING  WITH  OLD  FRIENDS 

I  wanted  to  thank  you  for  running  my  letter  about  getting  in 
contact  with  Christy  Halvorsen,  another  breast  cancer  survi¬ 
vor.  Christy  did  respond  —  as  well  as  a  nurse  I  used  to  work 
with  in  Santa  Cruz  years  ago,  plus  friends  we  hadn’t  heard 
from  in  years  called.  It’s  been  fun  reuniting  with  old  friends,  all 
because  of  Latitude! 

We’re  landcruising  in  our  camper  now,  and  will  be  going  as 
far  south  as  the  Loreto  Fest  in  l\^ay  to  meet  up  with  all  our 
friends.  But  what  we're  really  looking  forward  to  is  being  part  of 
the  Ha-Ha  1999  group! 

Judy  Tillson  &  Jack  Szilasi 
Toucan 
Alameda 


IT  II ACTIVE  SURVIVAL  SYSTEMS 

Gary  Magwood’s  disappointing  experience  with  a  liferaft  that 
didn’t  inflate  and  a  EPIRB  that  didn't  operate  —  as  recounted 
in  the  December  issue  —  might  be  considered  a  wake-up  call 
for  offshore  sailors.  If  I  remember  correctly,  the  'donut'  style 
inflatable  was  originally  meant  for  commercial  fishing  boats  in 
northern  waters  such  as  the  Bering  Sea.  The  yachtsman  in  mid¬ 
ocean  needs  an  active,  not  a  passive,  survival  system. 

Had  Gary  Magwood's  inflatable  actually  inflated,  and  had 
his  EPIFIB  dutifully  sent  off  a  signal  to  the  satellites  circling  the 
planet,  he  might  still  be  sitting  in  his  inflatable  liferaft  drifting 
on  the  currents  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean..  Perhaps  there  are  better 
ways. 

I’m  now  trying  to  build  a  'sailable'  liferaft  composed  of 
styrofoam  and  marine  plywood.  Not  only  will  it  be  unsinkable, 
but  lashed  atop  the  cabin,  it  would  provide  over  800  pounds  of 
bouyancy  should  the  yacht  be  knocked  down.  When  the  liferaft 
is  completed,  I  intend  to  subject  it  to  some  rigorous  survival 
tests. 

My  liferaft  will  be  easily  rigged  for  sail,  and  it  will  also  be  able 
to  take  an  outboard  and  therefore  double  as  a  dinghy  for  coastal 
cruising.  Since  it  will  be  light  and  nearly  indestructible,  it  will 
be  able  to  be  pulled  over  rocks.  It  will  also  sell  for  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  price  of  inflatable  liferafts.  It  will  also  have  one  main 
advantage  over  a  liferaft:  you'll  never  need  to  inflate  it. 

One  of  the  nicest  features  of  a  liferaft  with  directional  capa¬ 
bility  is  that  it  may  save  the  considerable  charges  involved  in  a 
typical  rescue  operation  —  as  well  as  potentially  preventing  the 
risk  of  lives  to  rescue  crew.  ‘  ' 

To  wait  passively  for  your  emergency  signed"  to  be  received 
and  acted  upon  is,  in  the  long  run,  a  dubious  act  of  faith.  For 
instance,  Y2K  may  be  a  big  hype,  but  come  the  year  2000,  1 
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SHIP 


A  YACHT  CO. 


Full  Service  Boatyards 

l/  Prop  &  Shaft  Work 
•/  Mast  &  Rigging  Repair 
l/  Fiberglass  Buster  Work 
Insurance  Work  Welcome 
Chandlery/ Towing  Service 
Gas/Diesel  Engine  Service 
Sandblasting/ Painting  /LPU 
Electrical  Repair  &  Installation 
Fiberglass  &  GelCoat  Repairs 
Shipwrights  -  Caulking  &  Carpentry 
USCG  Cert.  Welders  -  Steel/Aluminum 

"Do-It-Yourselfers"  Welcome! 


✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 


V 


{ 


HAULOUTS  ON 
SHORT  NOTICE.., 

CALL  US! 


1-800-900-6646 


(5 10)  237-0140 

Fax:  (510)  237-2253  •  www.bayshipyacht.com 

Steve  Taft ,  Manager 

310  West  Cutting  Blvd .  •  Point  Richmond,  CA  94804 


/ 
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SnapFurl  brings  Schaefer 
engineering  and  quality 
construction  to  any 
daysailer  or  pocket 
cruiser.  Built  of  durable 
composite  materials,  it’s 
inexpensive  and  easily 
installed.  Just  snap  it 
around  the  headstay  - 
no  special  tools  or  modi¬ 
fications  are  required. 
Your  boat  may  only 
travel  the  highways  and 
coastal  waterways,  but 
it  can  still  benefit  from 
Schaefer  innovation. 

Call  (508)  995- 
9511  to  learn  more 
about  SnapFurl. 


SCHAEFER  INTRODUCES 
AFFORDABLE  ROLLER 
FURLING  DESIGNED  FOR 
BOATS  THAT  REALLY  PUT 
A  LOT  OF  MILES  UNDER 
THEIR  KEELS. 


by  Schaefer  Marine 


158  Duchaine  Blvd.,  New  Bedford,  MA  02745-1293 
Phone  Tel:  (508)  995-9511  FAX:  (508)  995-4882 
e-mail:  sales@schaefermarine.com 


would  not  want  to  bet  my  life  on  it.  The  ERIPB  —  the  91 1  of  the 
sea  —  was  never  intended  to  be  a  replacement  for  seamanship, 
it's  only  there  for  added  insurance. 

Passive  rescue  systems  have  their  place.  The  cruising 
yachtsman,  on  the  other  hand,  needs  an  abandon  ship  flota¬ 
tion  platform  that  can  be  sailed  to  that  distant  shore. 

I  guess  there's  nothing  really  new  about  my  idea,  as  hard 
dinghies  with  wrap-around  inflatable  pontoons  have  been  used 
by  offshore  cruisers  for  some  time.  I  suppose  someone  has  used 
styrofoam  for  a  combination  dinghy /liferaft  before.  Anyway,  I 
intend  to  give  it  a  try. 

Leon  Cyens 
San  Francisco 

Leon  —  While  EPIRBs  are  not  1 00%  foolproof,  they  have  a 
very  respectable  reliability  record.  In  any  event  they  are  with¬ 
out  a  doubt  the  most  important  lifesaving  device  available  to 
mariners.  We  think  one  EPIRB  is  essential  for  every  boat  that 
goes^offshore,  and  that  a  second  is  a  very  good  idea. 

IfMagwood's  EPIRB  had  functioned  properly,  he  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  would  have  been  picked  up  the  same  day  —  and  for  sure 
by  the  next.  Why  do  you  think  otherwise ?  We're  not  sure  you 
understand  how  the  AMVER  system  works,  and  the  countless 
lives  it  has  saved. 

On  the  other  hand,  we're  also  big  fans  of  actively  trying  to 
save  oneself.  For  example,  when  we  crossed  the  Atlantic  with 
Big  O  in  '95,  we  had  a  big  liferaft  and  one  12-foot  hard-bottom 
inflatable.  If  the  boat  had  gone  down  for  some  reason  before 
we'd  been  able  to  get  the  EPIRB  or  issue  a  MAYDAY,  we  almost 
certainly  would  have  gone  for  the  hard-bottom  inflatable  rather 
than  the  liferaft.  And  if  we  were  cruising  down  the  coast  of  Mexico, 
we'd  again  rather  climb  into  a  hard-bottom  inflatable  —  even 
without  a  motor  —  than  a  traditional  liferaft.  Hard-bottom 
inflatables  haul  ass  downwind  without  a  sail,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
vailing  winds,  should  keep  you  pretty  close  to  shore. 

As  for  the  concept  that  sailing  yourself  to  shore  might  save 
rescue  costs  and  keep  the  lives  of  rescue  folks  out  of  danger, 
forget  it.  First  off,  if  Coast  Guard  aircraft  and  vessels  aren't  on 
rescue  missions,  they're  engaged  in  training  activities.  The  extra 
costs  involved  with  conducting  an  actual  rescue  are  minimal. 

>  Secondly,  if  you're  out  there  floating  around  a  month  overdue, 
it's  going  to  cost  the  Coast  Guard  way  more  in  resources  and 
expose  their  men  and  women  to  more  danger  than  if  they  knew 
exactly  where  to  find  you.  And  think  of  the  worry  you'd  be  un¬ 
necessarily  inflicting  on  family  and  friends  by  not  being  rescued 
immediately.  There's  a  damn  good  reason  why  all  commercial 
fishing  boats  are  required  to  have  EPIRBS  —  and  that  all  recre¬ 
ational  boats  going  more  than  25  miles  offshore  should  be  re¬ 
quired  to  have  them 

The  most  important  thing  for  a  mariner  in  distress  is  to  get 
help  as  quickly  as  possible.  In  offshore  situations,  the  best  tool 
for  the  job  is  an  EPIRB. 

And  while  we  don't  want  to  dash  your  dreams,  we  must  warn 
you  that  thinking  you  can  produce  a  combination  dinghy /life raft 
for  a  quarter  of  the  price  of  a  production  liferaft  strikes  us  as 
being  unrealistic. 

tUlBOARDING  WITHOUT  PROBABLE  CAUSE 

1  fear  that  your  response  to  'NWBR’s  What  Happened  to  Due 
Process  letter  in  the  January  issue  may  have  given  false  assur¬ 
ance  that  the  courts  will  respect  boaters’  rights. 

You  replied  that  if  a  Texas  game,  warden  or  peace  officer 
"boarded  your  boat  to  check  for  oily  discharge  and  found  it  full 
of  pot,  we’d  bet  that  even  a  storefront  lawyer  could  get  you  off." 
In  fact,  even  O.J.’s  lawyers  might  find  it  difficult  to  get  NWBR 
off. 
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LEECH  •  RUDIGER  •  ULLMAN 
A  Winning  Combination 


In  order  to  offer  our  customers 
the  latest  in  high  tech  performance 
sails,  we've  teamed  up  with 
Ullman  Sails  to  further  complement  our 

ONE  SOURCE  SAILS  FORCE 

Call  Mark  Rudiger  or  Jim  Leech  to  have  Ullman 
performance  and  durability  added  to  your  inventory. 


Taxi  Dancer 
Big  Boat  Series 
winner  with 
S#  Ullman  Sails. 

m  ■  ■ 


WEST  COAST  LOFTS: 

San  Francisco  (415)  331-6275 


Newport  Beach 
Long  Beach 
San  Diego 
Ventura 
Seattle 


(949)675-6970 
(562)  598-9441 
(619)  226-1133 
(805)  644-9579 
(206)  789-2171 


ULLMAN  SAILS 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

A  full  service  recut  and  repair  loft 

(415)331-6275 


E-mail  any  worldwide  Ullman  loft  on  our  website:  ullman@ullmansails.com 


Jack  D  Scullion 
Yacht  Services 

610-769-0608  Pager  630-4035 
email  Jdsyachts@worldnet.att.net 
Full  Indoor  shop  facilities  at  1600  Ferry  Point,  Alameda. 
In  Nelsons  Marine  boatyard. 

Rigging/Electrical 


fuggtov 

Furiex,  Harken,  Schaefer 
Aft  fvrlere 

Rod-IOeker  rigid  venge 
Cockpit  reefing  syeteme 
Cot  tom  halyards  end 
running  rigging 
Stendtog  rigging  In  904 
916  •«■ 

In  how  tv  aging  to  1/2 
Spar  repair*  and  painting 
Furiex  mabaeM  furOng 


Electrical: 

Better  let  end  monitoring 
High  output  ohargere  and 
wbdlsoHu  systems 
Custom  panels 
Troubleshooting 
Instrument  instellathne 
Rewblng 
Inverters 

Shore  power  systems. 
Battery  system  upgrades 

tor  cruising 


For  coastal  or  trans-pac  cruising  and  racing, 
or  playing  In  the  Bay  -  see  us. 


Your  local  dealer  for 


Cat  for  pricing: 


Nexus  Instruments 
Furiex  main  and  jib  furlers 
Rod-Kicker  vangs 
American  Batteries 


*  FOR  ULTIMATE  STORM  SAFETY:  ^ 

JORDAN  SERIES  DROGUE 


The  JORDAN  SERIES  DROGUE  is  the  optimum  drogue 
to  deploy  in  storm  conditions  according  to  the  U.S. 
Coast  Guard  after  extensive  tests,  it  is  the  only  drogue 
to  prevent  breaking  wave  capsize  and  also  greatly 
dampens  a  boat's  motion  in  waves.  Available  in  kit 
form  or  complete. 

For  complete  70- page  USCG  R&D  report  send  $  10  to: 


ACE  SAILMAKERS,  LLC 

1 28  Howard  St.,  New  London  CT  06320 


Ph/Fax  (860)  443-5556 


email:  acesails@juno.com  •  www.acesails.com 
Please  give  this  ad  to  an  offshore  sailing  friend 


/ 
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CRUISING! 


Only  one  nav  program  includes 
detailed  charts  for  your 
home  waters— CAP'N! 

Get  a  SoftChart  Mini- 
Region  Chart  CD  FREE 

with  CAP'N.  Most  soft¬ 
ware  just  gives  you  small- 
scale  planning  charts. 

Now  Cap'n  gives  you 
large-scale  charts  for  real 
navigation.  Electronic 
charts  for  world  cruising 
are  in  stock,  too. 

Thinking  about  Iridium™? 
Think  Inmarsat™  instead. 

Think  Inmarsat  Mini-M 

instead!  Mini-M  gives  you  voice, 
fax,  and  data  worldwide  at  one 
fixed  low  price— up  to  45%  lower 
than  Iridium.  There's 
no  monthly  service 
charge,  either,  and  data 
service  is  on  line  now- 
no  promises,  no  wait. 

If  Iridium's  still  what  you're 
thinking;  give  us  a  call— we're  Iridium  dealers,  too! 

Gordon  West  Radio  School  is  Back! 

Entry-level  License  Class  for  Mariners 
July  16-18,  1999 

Call  (510)  814-8888  for  details. 

Ham  radio  license  exam  Sat.,  3/6/99— Call  for  reservations 


Waypoint 

iat.  37*4661*  N  low  122*1501' W 

Nautical  Books,  Sottwan,  Charts,  and  Uoral 
(510)  769-1547 


H.F.  Radio  On  Board 

Communication  Is  our  business I 
(510)  814-8888 


Now  in  one  location  to  serve  you  better: 
1813  Clement  Avenue 
Alameda  Marina,  Bldg.  24 
Alameda,  CA  9450 1 

Tues.-Fri.,  10  a.m.-6  p.m.,  Sat.,  10  a.m.-5  p.m. 
Closed  Sun.,  Mon.,  except  by  appointment 


Call  for  our  free  catalog-- 
(510)  769-1547 


Letters 


It’s  plain  to  me  that  the  Constitution  prohibits  state  and  lo¬ 
cal  law  enforcement  officers  from  stopping  and  boarding  boats 
absent  reason  to  suspect  a  violation  of  some  law  —  just  as  the 
police  may  not  stop  motorists  on  the  highway  to  check  for  com¬ 
pliance  with  all  traffic  laws.  However,  it’s  equally  plain  that  many 
—  if  not  most  -V  courts  will  find  a  way  to  decide  that  the  board¬ 
ing  was  legal. 

The  usual  argument  to  allow  state  and  local  police  to  board 
and  search  vessels  without  suspicion  or  probable  cause  goes 
something  like  this:  Police  (in  many  jurisdictions)  can  lawfully 
use  roadblocks  to  detect  drunk  drivers  and  other  traffic  viola¬ 
tors.  Roadblocks,  or  their  equivalent,  are  not  feasible  on  water¬ 
ways.  Stopping  and  boarding  boats  is  the  best  way  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  same  noble  objectives  as  do  roadblocks.  Boardings 
are  a  reasonable  means  of  accomplishing  important  objectives. 
And  sailors  are  just  a  bunch  of  non-productive  low-lifes  on  the 
fringes  of  society  who  deserve  fewer  rights  than  upstanding, 
mainstream  citizens. 

Okay,  that  last  part  is  not  verbally  expressed,  but  the  courts 
generally  do  show  less  respect  for  the  privacy  of  boaters. 

The  rationale  for  suspicionless  boardings  by  state  and  local 
police  is  deeply  flawed,  but  convincing  the  courts  will  be  diffi¬ 
cult.  Because  Latitude  is  widely  respected,  yours  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  voices  when’  it  comes  to  getting  the  attention  of 
those  government  officials  who  have  the  power  to  determine 
maritime  law  enforcement  policies.  We’re  counting  on  you  to 
keep  it  up. 

Hugh  Sage 
Maritime  Attorney 
Portland,  Oregon 

Readers  —  Mr.  Sage  retired  from  the  Coast  Guard  in  1997 
with  the  rank  of  Commander  after  20  years  of  service. 

We  thank  him  for  correcting  our  inaccurate  information. 

DUa  multihull  training  ship 

We  just  got  back  from  a  nine-day  expedition  down  Baja  to 
the  Bahia  Los  Angeles  area  with  our  25-foot  C  Class  catama¬ 
ran.  We  trailered  the  boat  down,  set  it  up  on  the  beach,  then 
sailed  it  around  the  13  different  islands  in  the  area.  It  was  a 
blast,  as  we  had  just  the  right  amount  of  fun,  relaxation,  and 
terror  to  make  it  memorable.  The  kids  really  loved  it,  too! 

But  the  main  reason  I’m  writing  is  to  report  that  we’ve  started 
a  coed  Sailing  Explorer  Post  in  Napa  that  is  based  around  fast 
multihulls  and  racing,  and  that  we’re  looking  to  see  if  you  or 
anyone  else  knows  anyone  we  might  approach  for  the  donation 
of  a  larger  racing  multihull  that  we  could  use  as  a  Sailing  Sea 
Explorer  Ship.  Right  now,  our  vessels  are  99%  power,  and  ev¬ 
eryone  wants  a  fast  multihull.  I’d  been  thinking  about  contact¬ 
ing  Steve  Fossett  for  the  last  few  months,  and  having  read  that 
he  now  has  a  stable  of  multihulls,  wonder  if  there  might  be  an 
extra. 

The  kids  in  our  group  —  including  my  15-year-old  daughter, 
Juell  —  really  get  off  on  the  speed  and  excitement  of  the 
multihulls.  We  had  so  much  fun  in  Mexico  that  we’re  already 
planning  a  circumnavigation  of  Santa  Cruz  Island  this  summer 
aboard  our  C  Class  Catamaran  and  some  small  beach  cats. 
The  C  Class  is  like  a  sea-going  pick-up  truck,  and  we  made  a 
forward  tramp  on  it  so  that  it  covers  almost  the  entire  25’  x  14’ 
surface  of  the  cat.  Capacity  is  our  problem  right  now,  as  there 
are  more  kids  who  want  to  go  than  we  have  space  for. 

Our  ultimate  goal  is  to  do  a  trip  to  Hawaii  with  the  kids.  I 
think  it’s  an  achievable  goal.  If  anyone  wants  to  donate  a  boat, 
they  can  email  me  at  jgardner@adventurecat.com. 

P.S.  Hans,  the  confirmed  51 -year-old  bachelor  who  is  both 
the  skipper  and  one  of  the  partners  with  me  in  Adventure  Cat, 
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models 

Ocean 

Center  Cockpit  Series 


BAVARIA  *  YACHTS  In  stock  and 
V6®""*"  on  display! 


For  those  who  desire  comfort 
and  safety;  coupled  with  an 
enviable  and  spacious  interior. 
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EXCLUSIVE 
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EXCLUSIVE 
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EXCLUSIVE 


38 

Ocean 


EXCLUSIVE 


Aft  Cockpit  Series 
•  ••••••••••••• 

A  distinctive  and  modern 
yacht.  For  those  who  long  for 
exceptional  performance  with 
refined  accommodations. 


I  Yacht  Sales  West  Iiic7 


Toll  Free:  1-800-993-7245 


Seattle 

B-2144  Westlake  Ave.  N. 
Seattle,  WA  981 07 

Tel:  206.378.0081 

Fax:  206.378.0084 
Email:  bavyacht@wolfenet.com 


Vancouver 

1 809  Maritime  Mews 
Vancouver,  BC  V6H  3W7 
Tel:  604.488.1202 

Fax:  604.488.1203 

Email:  c&cyachts@pro.net 


VANCOUVER  INTERNATIONAL  ^ 

i  Boat snow! 

See  new  Bavaria  Yachts 
^February  3  -  7  •  Vancouver,  BC  J 

www.bavaria-yachts.com 
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LETTERS 


Call  for  Our 
New  20  Page 
Color  Brochure 


is  getting  married.  His  bride-to-be  is  a  gorgeous  and  tall  con¬ 
firmed  bachlorette  that  he  met  on  the  boat. 

P.P.S.  It  turns  out  that  Adventure  Cat's  changing  bases  from 
South  Beach  Marina  to  Pier  39  has  been  a  good  move. 

Jay  Gardner 
Advisor,  Explorer  Post  #333 

Jay  —  We're  not  sure  that  any  of  Fossett's  three  multihulls 
would  be  suitable  for  the  Explorer  Post's  purposes.  All  are  high- 
strung  performance  boats  that  take  lots  of  skill  to  handle  safely 
and  piles  of  money  to  maintain.  In  any  event,  Fossett  has  big 
plans  for  all  of  them.  A  potential  Route  du  Rhum  entry  offered 
him  his  full  asking  price  for  Lakota,  but  Fossett  decided  not  to 
sell.  Instead  he  used  her  for  a  little  cruising  in  Mexico,  and  this 
month  is  sailing  her  in  an  attempt  to  smash  the  Pineapple  Cup 
(Jamaica  Race)  course  record. 

Since  you  broached  the  subject  of  taking  kids  offshore  in  a 
relatively  small  multihull  and  even  beach  cats,  we  can't  help  but 
wqnder  if  that  isn't  awfully  risky.  Since  you  have  much  more 
multihull  Experience  than  we,  perhaps  you  could  tell  us  what  the 
safety  limits  are  for  beach  cats  and  such. 

In  any  event,  here's  a  standing  offer  from  Latitude  to  Explorer 
Post  #333:  A  friendly  race  — perhaps  a  fundraiser  for  the  Post 
—  from  San  Francisco  to  Napa  between  Profligate  and  Adven¬ 
ture  Cat,  with  the  Explorer  post  members  as  crew. 

IT  II  SUBMERGED  IN  DANA  POINT 

On  the  way  down  to  the  Ha-Ha  and  Mexico  aboard  Joy  Ride, 
we  spent  a  night  at  Dana  Point  Harbor.  But  as  we  motored  down 
the  entrance  channel  just  past  the  light  on  the  breakwater,  we 
hit  a  submerged  object  and  damaged  the  keel.  We  reported  the 
accident  when  we  registered  at  the  Harbormaster’s  Office,  but 
don't  believe  they  noted  it. 

When  we  got  to  Los  Frailes  past  the  tip  of  Baja  and  were  able 
to  dive  in  clear  water,  we  discovered  a  seven-inch  crack  in  the 
fiberglass  around  the  keel.  We're  now  hauled  out  in  a  boatyard 
in  La  Paz  where  we've  been  waiting  for  several  days  for  the  dam¬ 
aged  area  to  dry  so  new  fiberglass  can  be  applied. 

Do  you  know  anyone  with  any  expertise  about  trying  to  see 
if  we  can  file  a  claim  for  damages  with  the  harbor?  We  have 
insurance,  but  our  deductible  may  equal  the  repair  costs.  We 
suspect  it's  best  done  through  our  insurance  company,  but 
suspect  the  management  at  Dana  Point  would  deny  it  could 
have  happened  unless  others  have  encountered  the  obstacle. 

Jim  Ballou 
Joy  Ride 
San  Francisco 

Jim  —  Hindsight  is  20-20,  of  course,  but  it's  too  bad  you  didn't 
try  to  relocate  the  obstacle  right  after  the  incident.  If  nothing 
else,  it  would  answer  the  question  if  it  was  permanent  or  not. 
Now  that  many  months  and  miles  have  passed,  it  might  be  more 
difficult  to  prove  there  was  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  harbor. 
In  any  event,  we'd  start  by  discussing  the  situation  with  your 
insurance  broker.  By  the  way,  we  hope  you  didn't  go  to  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  hauling  the  boat  out  just  to  fix  this  one  problem,  as  a 
crack  in  the  bottom  of  a  keel  isn't  something  to  get  too  worked  up 
about.  We'd  have  sealed  it  with  underwater  epoxy  and  then 
waited  until  our  next  regular  haulout  to  make  the  repair. 

till  HAVE  THE  SNACK  THING  DOWN 

It's  a  slippery  slope.  First,  you  pick  up  a  copy  of  Latitude. 
The  next  thing  you  know,  you  talk  a  friend  into  a  partnership 
for  a  'Bic  lighter'  Coronado  25.  Then  you  charter  in  heavenly 
places.  Then  you  sail  the  Bay,  but  start  to  whine  about  too 
much  wind  in  the  summer  and  having  to  use  the  damn  motor 


Self-Steering 

select  the  right  gear 
for  your  boat 


lOIMITOR 


Servo  Pendulum 

The  only  windvane  in 
BOC! 

316L  Stainless  Steel. 

Best  gear  for  most  boats. 

Tits  all  boat  shapes-  reverse, 
conventional,  open,  double  ender, 
outboard  rudder  and  swim  platform. 
SVh&ODlW  ’8  system  included  in  price 
Emergency  rudder 


auto-helm 

Auxiliary  Rudder/Trimtab 

For  the  skipper  who  wants  the 
security  of  an  emergency  rudder 
and  hates  lines  in  the  cockpit. 

Perfect  for  davits. 


Pendulum  Trimtab  on  main  rudder 

Ideal  forkvery  large  boats  with 
mizzen,  hydraulic  steering,  high 
free  board  and  center  cockpit. 


Navik  Trimtab  on  Servo  Pendulum 
An  inexpensive  alternative  for  boats  under  30ft. 
of  light  to  medium  displacement. 


Free  28  page  crash  course  on  self-steering  and  video 

Sold  factory  direct 


Manufacturer  of  Mechanical  Self-Steering  For  Sailboats 


432  South  1st  Street,  Richmond,  CA  94804  USA 
Tel:  510  215-2010  •  Fax:510  215-5005 
email:  scanmar@selfsteer.com  •  www.selfsteer.com 
Call  Toll  Free:  1-888  WINDVANE  (946-3826) 
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OPEN  BOAT  WEEKEND!  FEBRUARY  13-14 


iglflHMl 


FIRST  N.E. 
FINANCIAL 
(510)  614-0567 


WHALES  TAIL 
RESTAURANT 
(510)  522-6200 


CRUISING 
SPECIALISTS 
(888)  78- YACHT 


GOOD  ’N’ 
PLENTY  DELI 
(510)  769-2132 


BALLENA  BAY 
YACHT  BROKERS 
(510)  865-8600 


HARBOR¬ 
MASTER 
(510)  523-5528 


BALLENA  BAY 
YACHT  CLUB 
(510)  523-2292 


|  BOSUN’S  bi 

TRIDENT 

LOCKER 

FUNDING  CORP. 

(510)  523-5528  | 

(800)  690-7770 

CLUB 

NAUTIQUE 
(800)  343-SAIL 


FEBRUARY  SPECIALS 
•Open  Boat  Weekend 

February  13-14 

At  Ballena  Bay  Yacht  Brokers  and 
Cruising  Specialists.  New  and  used 
boats  open  for  your  inspection. 

•TARTAN  38  Demo  Available 

Great  opportunity  to  join  the 
TARTAN  CLAN 

•  BBYC  Open  House 

10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Sunday,  February  21 

•  FREE  Open  House  & 

Charter  Boat  Show 

Saturday,  February  27 

•  Slips  Special 

A  few  small  slips  available 
Call  Ruth  for  more  information 

•  Whales  Tail  Restaurant 

20%  OFF  ALL  MEALS 

(Food  orders  with  this  ad) 

ALL  OFFERS  EXPIRE  2/28/99 

.  . . 

PROPANE  TANK 
REFILL  NOW  AVAILABLE 


/ 


Ballena  Isle  Marina  in  the  heart  of  the  Bay 


SHOP  BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA 
Home  to  all  these  fine  new  boat  lines 


1  Sailboat  Lines: 

HUNTER^:  ^(EANNEAU  TPKffiNV 


LV'.N  g  r  a  n  g  e 


CALIBER  YACHTS  INCORPORATED 


Trawler  Lines: 

Eagle,  Gre&t  Harbor, 
Island  Gypsy,  Krogen,  Mainship 


Visit  or  stay  and  enjoy  all 
Ballena  Lsle  Marina  has  to  offer! 


•  Easy  and  convenient  by  car  or  boat 

•  Protected  harbor  with  immediate  access  to  the  Bay 


DIESEL  $1.00/gal.H 

expires  2128199  •  not  good  with  any  other  offer 


Extra 

5%  OFF 

with  this  ad 


/HX  BALLENA  ISLE  MARINA 


1 1 50  Ballena  Bl.  #1 1 1 ,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-5528  •  1 -800-675-SLIP 

~  Visit  our  website:  www.ballenaisle.com  ~ 
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Don't  Neglect  Your 
Boat  tnisjWinter  . 


■  “""ill.  1  ■ 

Washing*  Waxing  j 
Varnishing  •  Bottom  Cleaning 

. . ~**^*jf'  “ . "“""sy  ** 

As  important  in  the  winter 
as  it  is  the  summer! 


Washdowns  as  low  as 

890  PER  FOOT 


Westwind 

Complete  Yacht  Care 

Call  now  for  the  care  your  yacht  deserves 

S  (415)  661-2205 


email:  sfwestwind@aol.com  •  website:  boatdetailing.com 


Visit  our  new  location  at  Pier  40,  South  Beach  on  the 
Embarcadero  in  San  Francisco  or  call  toll  free  1.-888*828*6789 


PENINSULA  MARINE  SERVICES 


Best  Yanmar  Dealer 


in  the  West 


# 


1 


Contact  us  for  your 
large  or  small  Yanrjnar 
engine  repowers. 

Botn  conventional  and 
high  performance  from  9-420  hp. 


YANMAR 


CERTIFIED 


Universal 


311  DIESEL  ELECTRIC  A 


GENERATORS 


scafcra 

Systems 


eva 


Velvet  Drive* 


PARTS  &  ENGINES 
SALES  &  SERVICE 


(650)  366-2636 

(650)  366-1938  Fax 

1  548  Maple  Street,  Redwood  City,  CA  94063 
penmar@worldnet.att.net 


too  much  in  the  winter.  All  right,  so  this  is  our  application  for 
the  Baja  Ha-Ha  thang  with  the  38-footer  Linda  and  I  now  own. 

As  a  tune  up,  we  planned  a  'training  trip1  out  the  Gate.  We 
got  to  the  boat  early,  so  we  could  ride  out  on  the  big  ebb.  Seek¬ 
ing  to  improve  our  husband  and  wife  teamwork,  we  decided  to 
switch,  roles.  Lipda  would  take  the  boat  out  of  the  slip  while  I 
handled  the  lines.  We  talked  the  process  through,  took  into 
consideration  the  strong  crosswinds,  and  finally  I  cast  the  lines 
off  and  got  ready  to  jump  aboard.  Even  though  Linda  had  the 
boat  in  gear  and  powered  up,  the  boat  didn't  move. 

Not  only  were  we  on  the  bottom  then,  but  with  three  more 
hours  of  ebb,  who  knew  how  long  it  would  take  before  we  floated 
free.  Since  we  were  still  there  at  the  dock,  we  switched  over  to 
'snack  master'  mode.  At  least  we've  got  that  skill  down.  Tide 
and  wind  willing,  put  us  down  for  Ha-Ha  '99! 

Paul  &  Linda  Murphy 
Amadan,  Hallberg-Rassy  38 
South  Beach 

Paul  &  Linda  —  Because  Latitude  founded  and  continues  to 
support  the  Ha  Ha,  it's  natural  for  folks  to  assume  that  Latitude 
still  runs  it.  Au  contraire,  as  for  the  last  several  years  that  event 
has  become  the  sole  operation  of  the  nearly  assetless  Baja  Ha- 
Ha.  Inc..  And  that  entity  goes  into  hibernation  from  December  to 
May  of  each  year.  While  entry  details  won't  be  available  until 
then,  keep  working  on  the  teamwork  thang  and  your  ocean  sail¬ 
ing  skills. 

It  ft  INTERESTED  IN  JOINING  THE  GROUP 

Please  send  me  information  on  the  1999  Baja  Ha-Ha.  I'm 
very  interested  in  joining  the  group. 

Ron  Pearson 
Hacienda  Heights 

Ron  —  All  we  can  add  to  the  response  above  is  that  Ha-Ha  VI 
is  scheduled  to  take  place  October  26  through  November  6. 

It If  CLOTHING  WITH  SUNBLQCK 

I  am  forwarding  a  brochure  from  an  outfit  called  Solumbra®, 
which  markets  a  special  cotton  clothing  which  they  claim  in¬ 
cludes  a  sunblock.  This  would  have  been  a  tremendous  help  to 
me  several  years  ago,  as  1  received  a  sunburn  while  wearing  an 
old  cotton  pinstripe  shirt  —  and  I  don’t  bum  that  easily! 

Hopefully,  either  you,  your  staff,  or  readers  have  had  experi¬ 
ence  with  this  clothing.  I  could  have  certainly  used  it,  though  I 
am  reluctant  to  believe  advertising  until  a  product  is  tested. 

James  McPherson 
Seattle 

James  —  We  called  Solumbra  because  we  were  troubled  by 
what  seemed  to  us  to  be  dubious  claims  made  about  their  prod¬ 
ucts.  For  example,  they  call  their  line  of  clothing  "regulated  medi¬ 
cal  devices".  When  we  asked  who  regulated  them  and  how,  nei¬ 
ther  of  the  two  'experts'  we  spoke  to  had  any  idea.  Since  there 
were  references  to  the  Federal  Drug  Administration,  we  asked  if 
the  FDA  had  approved  the  'devices'.  We  were  told  that  their  ex¬ 
perts  would  "have  to  get  back  to  us  on  that."  Finally,  although 
the  clothing  is  advertised  as  being  "endorsed  by  thousands  of 
doctors",  Solumbra  couldn't  immediately  give  us  the  number  of  a 
single  one.  They  said  they  would  get  back  to  us  with  names,  but 
they  never  did- 

Although  their  brochure  might  lead  you  to  believe  otherwise, 
Solumbra  products  don't  have  any  sunblock  in  them  The  whole 
deal  is  that  the  clothing  is  made  with  a  specially  woven  and 
finished  material  that  "mechanically"  prevents  harmful  UV  rays 
from  getting  to  your  skin.  Using  some  formula  they  didn't  reveal, 
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Comes  With  Sound  Decisions 


Introducing  the  Latest  in  Value  and  Innovation  from  Garhauer  Marine... 


Why  a  Rigid  Boom  Vang? 

Cruising  boats:  Among  other  things,  a  Garhauer  rigid 
boom  vang  will  ease  the  load  on  the  main  sheet  and 
provide  simpler  and  better  sail  control.  Better  sail  control 
will  make  steering  easier.  The  hassle  of  adjusting  the 
topping  lift  will  be  removed. 

Racing  Boats:  With  a  Garhauer  rigid  boom  vang,  you 
won’t  have  to  get  your  biggest  and  strongest  crew  member 
off  the  rail  at  the  wrong  time  just  to  make  a  vang  adjust¬ 
ment. 

In  light  air,  the  rigid  vang  will  support  the  weight  of  the 
boom  and  free  the  mainsail  leach. 

In  heavy  air,  you  will  have  quicker,  more  powerful,  and 
precise  control. 

10  Year  Unconditional  Guarantee 

We  accept  major  credit  cards 


} 

Factory  Direct  Prices 

BOAT  SIZE 

1 8-ft  to  24  ft  $1  50 


25-ft  to  27-ft 

16  to  1  purchase 

28-ft  to  33-ft 

20  to  1  purchase 

34-ft  to  36-ft 

20  to  1  purchase 


$170 

$230 

$270 


37-ft  to  45-ft  $340 

20  to  1  purchase 

Each  Rigid  Boom  Vang  comes  complete  with  two  ball  bearing  lightweight 
blocks  of  polished  stainless  steel,  a  3/8"  yacht  braid  primary  line,  a  5/16" 
secondary  line,  and  all  mast  and  boom  fittings.  The  solid  construction 
includes  welded  polished  stainless  steel  tubing. 


r:iau 

1  1  =  3 

1082  West  Ninth  Street, 

■  ■ 

wmmt  1 

■ 

Upland,  California  91786  marine  hardware 


Phone:  (909)  985-9993 
FAX:  (909)  946-3913 
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£el  us  help  you  optimize 
your  auxiliary  propulsion 
system  for  maximum 
efficiency  under 
sail  and  poioer. 


•  Prop  repairs  &  modifications  to  10  ft.  in 
diameter,  all  makes 

•  Shafting,  struts  &  rudders,  repaired 
or  replaced 

•  Prop  sizing,  computer  assisted 

recommendation 

•  Mirror  polishing 

Top  quality  work  &  speedy  turnarounds 

1  Reconditioning  bn  folding  &  feathering 
props  starts  at  $144 

•  Propellers  -  new  &  used,  buy, 
sell  &  trade 


m 


(800)  992-4994  •  (510)  522-2616 

ALAMEDA,  CA 

Experienced  •  Dependable  •  Service  Oriented 

The  Bay  Area's  N.M.P.A.  Certified  Repair  Shop 
http://members.aol.com/propworks 


they  equate  the  mechanical  blocking  of  UV  rays  as  being  equal 
or  greater  than  wearing  30+  SPF  sunblock. 

We  assume  these  products  do  work  —  as  would  any  product 
that  prevents  UV  rays  from  reaching  the  skin.  But  we  have  no 
idea  if  they  work  any  more  effectively  than  other  brands  of  tightly 
woven  clothing  that  might  cost  much  less.  We  think  it  would  be 
in  the  best  interest  of  Solumbra  if  their  experts  boned  up  on  the 
facts  and  talked  straight. 

1UI  DREAMING  OF  SAILING  THE  BLUE  SEAS 

We  have  completed  a  small  book  on  cruising.  Unpublished 
authors  usually  remain  that  way,  so  after  failing  to  interest  some 
publishers,  we  put  the  first  book  on  our  home  page.  Now  that 
we’ve  finished  a  second  book  that  may  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers,  we  ignored  publishers  completely  and  put  it  directly 
on  the  home  page. 

Our  latest  book  discusses  the  many  aspects  of  the  cruising 
life.  It's  slanted  toward  the  retiree  who  has  dreamed  of  cruis¬ 
ing,  and  now  has  the  opportunity  —  much  like  things  turned 
out  for  Jack  and  me.  We  discuss  the  many  issues  in  general, 
from  both  Jack’s  masculine  and  Sandy’s  feminine  perspectives. 
We  spend  some  time  on  the  relationship  problems  that  arise 
when  one  partner  is  living  the  other's  dream  but  cannot  con¬ 
tinue.  But  primarily  it  is  about  the  peace  and  freedom  that  the 
cruising  life  provides. 

So  if  anyone  dreams  of  sailing  with  gentle  breezes  on  blue 
seas  under  bright  stars;  to  islands  with  white  beaches  and  dif¬ 
ferent  cultures;  and  with  freedom  from  schedules  and  obliga¬ 
tions,  we  think  ourbook  is  worth  a  read. 

Our  website  also  has  other  writings,  particularly  Utopia  Re¬ 
visited,  Jack’s  rewriting  of  Thomps  Moore’s  16th  Century  clas¬ 
sic,  but  in  modern  and  future  terms.  (Now  you  know  where  the 
boat  name  came  from). 

Our  site  is  at:  www.geocities.com/ Athens /Oracle/ 3258. 

Our  departure  date  for  our  next  cruise  is  the  first  high  tide 
on  March  20  —  as  we  can  only  get  out  of  the  canal  behind  our 
house  on  the  highest  tides  of  the  summer  months.  Western 
Florida  sure  is  shallow!  We  will  rent  the  house  for  as  long  as  I 
can  get  up  the  companionway,  then  return  here  to  grow  old. 

We'll  start  our  cruise  with  a  couple  of  months  in  the  Baha¬ 
mas,  summer  in  the  Chesapeake,  then  head  down  to  the  Carib¬ 
bean  in  the  fall.  By  the  way,  if  anyone  is  interested  in  publish¬ 
ing  our  stuff,  we'd  certainly  be  pleased. 

Jack  &  Sandy  Mooney 
Utopia,  Challenger  32 
Hudson,  Florida 


Dill  ALWAYS  KNEW  THAT  L.A.  SUCKED 

We  weren’t  able  to  take  the  time  necessary  to  go  all  the  way 
to  Mexico  and  the  Sea  of  Cortez,  but  we  did  make  it  to  San 
Diego.  One  of  the  places  that  we  really  enjoyed  —  much  to  our 
surprise  —  was  L.A.  I  always  knew  that  L.A.  sucked,  but  some¬ 
how  it  was  different  when  arriving  from  the  ocean.  There  wasn't 
any  traffic,  everybody  in  the  marinas  was  very  pleasant,  and 
the  weather  was  spectacular.  When  our  homeport  of  Modesto 
was  30°  and  shrouded  in  fog,  we  enjoyed  75°  sunshine  in  L.A. 

Marina  del  Rey,  in  particular,  was  fun,  with  Venice  nearby. 
The  best  deal  we  found  was  in  Newport  Beach,  however,  where 
a  mooring  was  just  $5  a  day.  Of  course,  the  sailing  wasn't  the 
most  thrilling.  We'd  only  make  one  or  two  knots  when  we  turned 
the  diesel  off,  but  you  can't  have  everything. 

After  enjoying  a  New  Year's  celebration  at  Catalina,  we’re 
now  slowly  making  our  way  north  to  San  Francisco.  We  plan  on 
cruising  the  Channel  Islands  before  rounding  Pt.  Conception 
for  the  trip  north.  If  the  fine  weather  holds,  we'll  be  back  with 
friends  in  Alameda  Marina  soon.  Knock  on  wood. 
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Why  do  sailors  recommend 

to  their  friends? 


Choosing  the  right  sailing  school 
is  more  than  just  finding  a  place  to 
take  a  class.  Sailing  opens  up  a  whole 
new  world  for  you,  your  friends  and 
family.  You  want  to  find  a  facility  that 
gives  you  the  life  style  as  well  as  the 
sport.  OCSC  knows  this  better  than 
anyone!  We  pioneered  the  "sailing 
club"  concept  20  years  ago.  Our  fo¬ 
cus  is  to  provide  you  with  instant  ac¬ 
cess  to  every  phase  of  the  sport  with¬ 
out  requiring  boat  ownership.  At 
OCSC  you  learn  from  professionals. 
You  choose  from  an  excellent  fleet  of 
charter  yachts.  You  are  certified  to 
bareboat  charter  anywhere  in  the 
world.  Andyouconnectwithagreat 
group  of  like  minded  enthusiasts  at 
social  activities  and  special  events. 
At  OCSC  you  have  it  all. 

Why  Berkeley? 

Because  sailing  is  a  natural,  sen¬ 
sual  and  intuitive  activity,  the  plea¬ 
sure  you  derive  from  it  is  inseparable 
from  the  environment  in  which  you 
sail.  OCSC's  central  San  Francisco 
Bay  location  places  you  in  sailing  con¬ 
ditions  that  are  the  envy  of  sailors 
nationwide. 

The  steady,  consistent  winds  on 
Berkeley's  Olympic  Circle  create  an 
ideal  training  environment  for  learn¬ 
ing.  At  OCSC,  yoursailing  venue  is  the 
beautiful  San  Francisco  skyline,  the 
Bay's  most  prominent  islands  and  the 
alluring  Golden  Gate. 

When  chartering  from  Berkeley, 
you  are  immediately  in  great  sailing 
conditions  with  your  favorite  destina¬ 
tions  already  in  sight.  Sailor  magazine 
said,  "OCSC's  location  gives  its  sailors 
instant  access  to  some  of  the  finest 
sailing  on  the  planet." 


The  Best  Training  Program 

At  OCSC  we  combine  our  extraor¬ 
dinary  location,  the  smallest  class 
sizes  in  the  industry  and  state  of  the  art 
equipment  with  a  curriculum  that  is 
thorough  and  efficient.  Our  modular 
training  program  consists  of  a  pro¬ 
gressive  ladder  of  individual  classes, 
each  dovetailed  to  the  next  with 
clearly  defined  expectations  and 
certifications.  You  may  step  into  the 
program  at  a  level  appropriate  for 
your  current  skills.  Everything  neces¬ 
sary  is  included  for  your  success:  text¬ 
books  and  collateral  materials,  spray 
gear  and  float  vests,  the  right  boat  for 
each  level,  even  your  lunches  are 
provided  with  full  day  classes.  Bring 
your  sunglasses  and  a  sense  of  ad¬ 
venture;  we  supply  the  rest. 

Great  Instructors 

The  thirty  men  and  women  who 
make  up  the  OCSC  instructional  staff 
are  simply  the  best  qualified  and  most 
prepared  teachers  in  the  industry. 


OCSC  instructors  are  US  Coast  Guard 
licensed  and  US  Sailing  certified  pro¬ 
fessionals.  Each  has  been  thoroughly 
screened  for  outstanding  seamanship 
and  communications  skills  (fewer  than 
one  in  twenty  instructor  applicants 
make  the  grade).  Then  we  thoroughly 
train  them  in  the  proven  teaching 
methods  OCSC  has  developed.  They 
average  over  5  years  with  us. 

You  will  find  our  instructors  to  be 
patient,  caring  guides  who  will  share 
your  enthusiam  and  excitement  about 
sailing  and  each  new  skill  you  master. 

The  Full  Service  Club 

OCSC  offers  a  wide  range  of  ac¬ 
tivities  to  make  your  sailing  easy,  fun 
and  economical.  Regularly  sched¬ 
uled  events  include  afternoon  picnic 
sails,  moonlight  sails,  weekend  cruises, 
seminars,  video  nights,  exciting  vaca¬ 
tion  cruises  around  the  world  and 
more. 

These  activities  take  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  our  world-class  waterfront  fa¬ 
cility,  which  includes  a  two  story  club¬ 
house  with  a  commanding  three 
bridge  bay  view,  fully  equipped  class¬ 
room,  and  sunny  outdoor  deck,  all  set 
in  a  landscaped  park,  and  all  just  a 
few  steps  from  the  forty  yachts  wait¬ 
ing  at  our  docks. 

Please  visit  us  anytime  at  your 
convenience.  We'll  take  the  time  to 
show  you  our  facility  and  discuss 
your  goals.  You  will  discover  that 
sailing  is  more  than  a  sport  -  it's  an 
exciting  new  life  style! 


san  francisco  bay 

www.ocsc-sfbay.com 


(8  am-5  pm,  7  days  a  week) 

Free  Brochure 

800*223*2984 

#  1  spinnaker  way  •  berkeley  •  ca  94710 

sail  with  confidence 
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SAVE  up  to  25% 


on 


and 


Sail  Handling 

Gear 


•FREE 


Dutchman  sail  flaking  system  with  new 
mainsails 


•FREE  Batt  Slides  with  new  full  batten 
mainsails 

•  FREE  Furling  Cover  and  Sea  Foam  Luff  Pad 

with  new  furling  genoas 

•  FREE  ATN  Sleeve  and  ATN  Tacker  with  new 

MP-S  cruising  spinnaker 

V 

•FREE  Installation  on  furling  system  packages 
with  new  furling  headsails  and  headsail 
conversions. 


RACING  SAILS  •  CRUISING  SAILS 
CONSULTATION 


SAILMAKERS 


DUTCHMAN9 


Forespar 


Call  Robin  Sodaro 

(41  5)  332-4104 

Fax  (415)  332-0943 


(800)  883-7245 

466  Coloma  St.,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
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P.S.  Thanks  for  the  great  magazine.  We  didn't  have  any 
trouble  finding  Latitude  in  Southern  California. 

Robert  &  Virginia  Gleser 
Islander  Freeport  40,  Harmony 
Alameda 
N. 

Robert  &  Virginia  —  We've  alwaysfound  L.A.,  meaning  South¬ 
ern  California,  to  our  liking  —  as  long  as  we  stayed  west  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  Highway.  We  suspect  that  the  open  space  and  ocean 
breezes  bring  out  the  best  in  folks.  For  example,  a  couple  of  years 
ago  we  found  the  mooring  we'd  reserved  in  Newport  Beach  to  be 
illegally  occupied.  But  the  harbor  folks  couldn't  have  been  more 
friendly  or  accommodating,  setting  us  up  with  another  situation. 
The  great  thing  about  Newport  is  that  you  don't  have  to  have  a 
car  to  get  around.  On  numerous  occasions,  we've  taken  tempo¬ 
rary  berthing  at  Long  Beach's  Alamitos  Bay.  Everyone's  always 
been  very  nice,  and  the  place  is  surprisingly  quiet  —  even  on 
weekends. 

While  Southern  California  sailing  conditions  aren’t  as  excit¬ 
ing  or  as  reliable  as  on  the  Bay,  we've  still  had  fun.  The  most 
consistent  wind  is  usually  found  near  Pt.  Fermin  —  and  its  usu¬ 
ally  pretty  warm.  And  while  Santa  Monica  Bay  may  not  be  the 
most  picturesque  place  to  sail,  we've  had  three  or  four  great  ex¬ 
periences  working  the  shore  between  Marina  del  Rey  and  Point 
Dume.  And,  of  course,  there's  nothing  quite  like  those  'purple 
haze'  Santa  Monica  Bay  sunsets,  with  all  the  twinkling  lights  of 
the  jets  approaching  LAX. 

We  expect  to  be  spending  quite  a  bit  of  April  sailing  off  L.A. 
and  hope  to  have  some  reports. 

/beware  of  flying  cleats 

The  news  of  a  man  being  killed  after  a  cleat  failed  on  a  'sail¬ 
ing  ship'  while  she  was  docking  at  Disney  World  reminded  me 
of  some  of  the  concerns  about  my  own  Ariadne  when  she  was 
docked  at  New  River,  Ft.  Lauderdale.  For  it  was  common  for  her 
to  be  tossed  around  a  bit  by  the  wakes  of  passing  powerboats. 

I  had  used  some  old  double-braided  sheets  for  some  of  the 
docklines,  but  noticed  that  wakes  caused  the  docklines  to  tighten 
abruptly  — jarring  the  boat,  and  exacting  sounds  of  pain  from 
the  lines,  cleats,  and/or  hull.  (I  believe  triple-strand  line  must 
be  the  larvae  stage  of  double-braid  line,  as  triple  strand  line 
seems  to  disappear  from  the  rope  locker,  while  the  amount  of 
aged  double  braid  seems  to  increase!)  'Springing'  for  and  rig¬ 
ging  new,  triple-strand  docklines  from  the  local  West  Marine 
store  eliminated  the  jarring  and  silenced  the  sounds  of  pain. 

But  both  my  own  experience  and  the  recent  tragedy  at  Disney 
World  caused  me  to  dust  off  my  40-year  old  graduate  degree  in 
mechanics  to  compute  what  the  numbers  might  be  in  such  situ¬ 
ations,  and  the  benefits  of  changing  to  more  stretchy  line.  If 
'cruzheimers'  hasn't  set  in  entirely  and  my  competence  hasn’t 
left  me,  the  following  are  correct: 

Assuming  a  32,000  pound  boat  drifting  at  just  one  foot  per 
second  (0.6  kts)  and  restrained  by  a  single  slack  line,  there 
would  be  500  ft-lbs  of  energy  in  the  moving  boat.  Assuming 
negligible  losses  from  water  drag  before  the  boat  stops,  all  of 
this  energy  will  be  transferred  to  the  stretched  dockline  and,  if 
the  cleat  separates  at  the  moment  of  maximum  force,  just  as 
the  boat  stops  moving,  all  the  potential  energy  in  the  line  will  be 
converted  to  kinetic  energy  in  the  (flying)  cleat.  If  the  cleat  weighs 
10  lbs.,  it  will  accelerate  to  38  mph,  enough  to  cause  a  real 
headache  to  any  victim  on  the  dock  —  as  well  as  to  the  owner  of 
the  boat,  in  this  case,  Disney  World.  If  it  were  a  5-lb.  cleat,  it 
would  be  moving  at  almost  60  mph! 

The  load  on  the  dockline  and  cleat  depend  on  the  length  of 
the  line  and  the  coefficient  of  elasticity  of  the  line  material.  I 
don't  know  the  coefficients  of  elasticity  for  double-braid  and 


Page  68  •  •  February,  1999 


ELEGANT  PERFORMANCE 


In  addition  to  the  solid  performance  you'll  enjoy  while  sailing  the  Outbound  44,  you'll  be  comforted  by  the 
knowledge  that  down  below  a  custom  hand-crafted  elegant  interior  is  available  for  escaping  the  elements, 
entertaining  guests,  or  just  lounging  around.  The  semi-raised  house  avoids  that  "dark  cave"  feeling  and 
provides  space  for  200  gallons  of  water  and  160  gallons  of  fuel  below  the  cabin  sole.  Moderate 
displacement,  solid  fiberglass,  proven  offshore  features,  elegant  custom  craftsmanship,  and  a  great 
liveaboard  arrangement... Call  now  to  arrange  a  private  showing. 


Solid  Glass  Construction 
75  hp  Yanmar  Diesel 
200  Gal.  Water  Capacity 
160  Gal.  Fuel  Capacity 
Customized  Interiors 
Whitlock  Steering 


Centerline  Double  Berth 
Full  Size  Nav  Station 
/  Corian  Counters 
Force  10  Stove 
Double  Quarter  Cabin 
2  Ensuite  Heads/Showers 


Main,  Genoa,  Jib 
Forespar  Rigging 
Harken  Furling 
Lewmar  Windlass 
Lewmar  Ports/Hatches 
and  much  more! 


Offered  Exclusively  by 

Superior  Yachts  West 

Phone  (510)  534-9492 
Fax  (510)  534-9495 

www.  0UTB0UND44.  com 


limited  production  at 

$279,000 


•  DESIGNED  BY  CARL  SCHUMACHER,  N.A.,  AND  CRAIG  CHAMBERLAIN' 


Looking  for  the  BEST  LOCATION 
in  the  NORTH  BAY 

LOCH  LOMOND  MARINA 


Newly  rebuilt  marina  PROTECTED  by  a  large  breakwater  with  NO  SURGE. 

New  Modern  Docks  •  Covered  Berthing  •  Completely  Dredged 
Heated  Restrooms/Showers  •  24-Hour  Card  Key  Access 
Fuel  Dock,  Open  7  Days  •  30-50  Amp/240V  Service 
Free  Pump  Out  Station  •  Ships  Chandlery  •  Restaurant  •  Yacht  Club 

Need  Dry  Storage?  270  well  lit  and  secure 
fenced  in  spaces.  24-hour  card  key  access 
with  new4aunch  ramp  on  site. 

Winter  Fuel  Dock  Hours: 
Monday-Thursday  8am-5pm 
Friday,  Saturday  &  Sunday  6am-5pm 


bay  a-, 


M  ARINA 


Visit  our  website:  www.lochlomondmarina.com 
i  110  Loch  Lomond  Drive,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

^  Phone:  (415)  454-7228  •  Fax  (415)  454-615 


& 


Servicing  all  sizes  of  props... 

OUTBOARDS  TO  COMMERCIAL  VESSELS 
...AT  COMPETITIVE  PRICES.1 


Full  Service 
Propeller  Repair 

Not  just  o  prop  shop  ...  we're  a  complete 
MACHINE  SHOP  too!  We  also  service 
propulsion  system  components  including  - 
main  engine,  shafting  &  bearings. 

Services  include: 

✓  Pitching,  balancing,  welding,  polishing 

✓  Crack  detection,  edge  restoration 

✓  Shaft  straightening 

✓  A.B.S.  sub-arc  certified  shaft  welding 

✓  Free  pickup  and  delivery  gtJQ  ^37  9122 

2900  Main  Street  *  Alameda,  CA  94501  •  Fax:  510-337-0154 
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SELECTED  BROKERAGE 


21'TANGER . ,.$5,000 

28’  COLUMBIA  SLOOP . $5,600 

30’  CHRIS  CRAFT,  T/G,  clean . $17,500 

32’  PIVER  TRIMARAN . $15,000 

35'  FERRO  CEMENT  M/S,  very  well  built . $29,000 

39'  TROJAN  EXPRESS,  beautiful . $215,000 

40'  MONK  SEDAN  TRAWLER,  clean,  diesel . . . $30,000 

46'6"  CHRIS  CRAFT  MOTOR  YACHT,  sharp . $98,000 


We  have  more  than  40  listings!  Please  give  us  a  call. 


1 200  Milton  Road,  Napa,  CA  94559 

707*25* •8011 


Compare  Our  Prices! 

Open  &  Covered  Berths 


DRY  STORAGE 

Trailer  Boat  Storage.  $1.75  ft. 

Monohulls . $3.00  ft. 

Sail  or  Power 

Multihulls . $4.00  ft. 


Covered  berths  to 
45 -feet 

Haulouts,  railways 
or  Travelift 

35-ton  hydraulic  trailer 


"Do-it-yourselfers  welcome 

6  Fuel  dock,  gas,  diesel, 
pump-out 

•Chandlery... 

Groceries,  beer  wine 

•Dry  storage 


•Trimaran  haulouts 
•Yacht  brokerage 


triple-strand  line,  but  hypothetically,  let  us  consider  a  line  with 
a  give'  that  would  require  4,000  pounds  to  stretch  one  foot.  In 
this  case,  0.75  second  after  the  line  went  taut,  when  the  boat 
stopped,  it  would  have  moved  six  inches  and  the  line  and  cleat 
would  be  loaded  to  2,000  pounds.  If  the  line  were  an  old  double- 
braided  sheet,  pnd  had  a  lot  less  'give'  —  say  16,000  pounds 
required  to  stretch  one  foot  (or  four  times  less  stretchy  —  the 
boat  would  move  only  half  as  far  —  three  inches  —  and  the 
peak  load  on  the  line  would  have  been  double  or  4,000  lbs.  (The 
force  varies  as  the  square  root  of  the  weight,  so  for  a  boat  half 
tv. a  wpictht  fnr  Hisnlarementl.  the  load  would  be  70%  of  that 


mentioned  above. 

(For  the  serious  skipper,  the  formula  for  the  maximum  force 
is:  V  times  the  square  root  of:  (w  x  k/g)},  where  V  is  the  speed  of 
the  boat  in  ft./second,  w  is  the  displacement  in  lbs.,  k  is  the 
(inverse)  stretchiness  of  the  line  in  lbs. /ft.,  and  g  is  a  constant, 
the  acceleration  of  gravity  (32ft/sec./sec.). 

If  the  boat  were  not  moving  directly  away  from  the  dock  and 
line,  of  course,  water  drag  would  be  more  significant,  and  the 
resulting  forces  would  be  less.  But  spring  lines  are  rigged  to 
inhibit  fore  and  aft  motion,  so  this  analysis  is  particularly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  them. 

The  message  is  clear  —  observe  the  recommendations  in  all 
the  manuals,  and  refrain  from  using  leftover  double  braid  for 
docklines.  Instead,  use  high-stretch  (triple-strand)  line  sized  to 
give  maximum  stretch  while  being  able  to  bear  the  maximum 
expected  load.  Your  lines,  cleats  and  hull  will  thank  you,  not  to 
mention  spectators  on  the  dock  should  something  separate! 

Roger  Bohl 

\  Ariadne 

Currently  on  the  East  Coast 


111! HONEST  REVIEW 

You  should  do  an  honest  review  on  autopilots,  not  the  kind 
that  you  find  in  the  glossies  that  don't  tell  you  anything.  I  did  a 
major  review  of  all  the  major  brands,  and  discussed  autopilots 
with  lots  of  skippers.  I  was  amazed  at  how  little  people  knew  — 
including  most  dealers  and  manufacturers  —  about  such  an 
important  piece  of  gear. 

Also,  as  I  was  catching  up  on  back  issues,  I  noticed  you  took 
a  low  jab  at  CMO  in  Venezuela.  We  had  our  boat  hauled  at  CMO 
and  travelled  extensively  for  four  months.  We  thought  it  was 
one  of  the  best  countries  we  visited.  Yes,  it's  Third  World  like 
much  of  Mexico,  so  you  either  love  it  or  hate  it.  And  we  were 
never  concerned  for  our  safety  or  the  security  of  our  boat.  It 
should  go  without  saying  that  we  avoided  remote  anchorages 
along  the  coast  and  stayed  away  from  undesirable  areas  much 
as  you  would  do  in  any  large  city. 

Peter  Bennett 
Destiny,  Swan  46 
San  Francisco 

Peter  —  An  "honest  review"  of  autopilots  is  a  great  idea.  But 
please  explain  how  we're  supposed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  variables  in  boat  design,  steering  systems,  steering  system 
installations,  autopilot  installations,  sea  conditions,  and  sail  trim. 
And  once  that's  done,  how  are  we  to  evaluate  long  term  reliabil¬ 
ity?  Frankly,  we  don't  think  an  "honest  review"  is  possible. 

Another  way  of  reviewing  autopilots  is  through  customer  sat¬ 
isfaction  surveys.  Unfortunately,  you  once  again  have  the  very 
real  possibility  of  people  slamming  perfectly  good  autopilots  in 
cases  where  the  real  problem  is  the  steering  system,  the  autopi¬ 
lot  installation,  the  size  of  the  autopilot,  or  even  the  way  the 
sails  were  trimmed.  Indeed,  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  is  to 
give  a  perfectly  fine  autopilot  an  impossible  job  to  do. 

This  is  not  to  suggest  that  we  don't  sympathize  with  folks 
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Over  500  men  and  women  have  discovered  whht  it's  like  to  literally  take  on  the  world,  and  win,  during  previous  Challenge  events. 

J  •  / 

Your  hands  grip  like  steel.  Every  muscle  in  your  body 
aches.  You’ve  never  felt  more  alive.  You’re  taking  part  in 
Sir  Chay  Blyth’s  New  World  Challenge-quite  possibly  the 
most  exciting  adventure  of  your  life.  ■ 

As  a  Crew  Volunteer  on  one  of  ten  67-foot  racing 
yachts,  you’ll  sail  around  the  world  against  the  prevailing 
trade  winds  and  currents-some  of  the  toughest  sailing  conditions  in  the  world. 

Nearly  anyone  can  become  a  Challenge  Crew  Volunteer.  No  experience  is 
necessary.  We  will  teach  you  all  you  need  to  know.  All  applicants  must  be 
21  years  of  age  and  will  be  interviewed  by  Sir  Chay  Blyth  in  the  USA. 

All  Crew  Volunteers  will  take  part  in  a  structured  and  progressive  training  gjr  Qhay  Blyth’s 
program  prior  to  the  event  start  in  San  Francisco,  Spring  2002.  Berths  for  the  WORLD 

ten-month  race  are  now  available  at  a  cost  of  $44,850  payable  over  314  years. 

Some  berths  are  also  available  for  one  or  a  combination  of  legs.  For  further 
information  and  to  apply,  contact: 

The  Challenge  business,  121  Lewis  Wharf,  Boston,  MA  02110,  USA. 

Or  call  us  at  617-723-SAIL  (7245).  Email  to:  Crew@ChallengeSail.com  or  find 
us  at  www.newworldchallenge.com  on  the  web. 


CHALLENGE 


Join  us.  It’s  the  challenge  of  a  lifetime  -  the  adventure  of  your  life. 
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YACHTS,  INC.  W 


New  38'  Tartan 
Inquire  about  our 
Demo  Discounts  / 


TARTAN  T-3800  FEATURES... 

MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL 
38  hp  Yanmar  diesel 
Racor  fuel  filter/water  separator 
50+  gal.  fuel  w/remote  gauge 
100+  gal.  water  w/remote  and  sight  gauges 
Holding  tank  w/Y  valve  and  macerator  pump 
Heart  inverter/charger  w/remote  control 

3  deep  cycle  batteries  w/ switch 

TOPSIDE  QUALITY  FEATURES 
1 0  Hood  SS  portlights  w/screens 

4  SS  dorade  vents  w/line  guards 
Bright  polished  Hood  deck  hatches 
SS  midship  mooring  cleats  w/chocks 
40"  SS  Destroyer  wheel  w/Ritchie  SP5  binnacle  compass 
4  Harken  self-tailing  winches, 

SS  swim  ladder  and  shower  on  step-through  transom 
SS  stem  head  fitting  w/anchor  roller 

TANDING  AND  RUNNING  RIGGING 
Halyards  led  aft  through  tope  clutches 

2  single  line  reefs  led  aft  through  rope  clutches 

BELOW  DECK  CONVENIENCES  AND  FEATURES 
Full  nav  station  w/chart  stowage 
Corian  counters  galley,  head  and  vanity 

3  burner  Force  1 0  gimballed  propane  stove 
Adler-Barbour  refer/freezer,  front  and  top  loading 
Aft  cabin  w/double  berth 
Hanging  (wet)  locker  in  head 
Built-in  trash  bin 

Courtesy  night  lighting  at  cabin  sole 

CALL  FOR  SPECIAL  BLOWOUT  OPTION  CHOICE 

Now  Available  at: 

BAUENA  BAY 

YACHT  BROKERS 


1150  BALLENA  BLVD. 
SUITE  121 

ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


(510)  865-8600 
FAX  865-5560 
e-mail:  bbyb@trawlers.com 
web  site:  http://www.trawlers.com 


who  do  have  autopilot  problems.  Along  with  refrigeration  sys¬ 
tems.  autopilots  seem  to  cause  sailors  more  grief  than  any  other 
< system .  Nonetheless,  we  feel  the  way  we  can  be  most  helpful  is 
to  publish  letters  from  folks  who  are  satisfied,  rather  than  pissed, 
at  their  autopilots.  By  the  way,  our  catamaran  is  equipped  with 
an  Autohelm  6000,  and  makes  a  good  case  in  point.  It  didn't 
work  very  well  when  we  had  the  hydraulic  steering  system  and, 
as  we  later  discovered,  unbalanced  rudders.  Ever  since  we  in¬ 
stalled  the  Whitlock  steering  system  and  had  the  rudders  bal¬ 
anced,  it's  worked  perfectly. 

As  for  CMO,  we're  glcud  you  had  a  great  experience  and  that 
things  have  apparently  improved.  Back  when  we  were  there, 
things  like  buying  a  paint  brush  were  bureaucratic  nightmares, 
and  getting  simple  jobs  done  correctly  — for  example,  a  thru  hull 
installed  —  were  a  complete  impossibility.  In  addition,  the  only 
phone  was  in  the  front  office,  and  even  the  shortest  calls  to  the 
States  were  a  minimum  of  $100.  When  we  called  CMO  from  the 
States,  our  friend  Fanny  would  answer  the  phone  and  then, 
despite  our  protestations,  put  us  on  hold  for  20  minutes.  When 
we  called  back  and  said,  "Fanny,  we're  calling  from  the  States, 
we  need  to  talk  with  accounting,  but  please,  please,  please  don't 
put  us  on  hold. "  Fanny  would  say,  "All  right,  don't  worry"  —  then 
put  us  on  hold  for  half  an  hour!  Then  there  was  the  matter  of  all 
the  Dobermans  around  the  boat,  the  armed  guards  stationed  in 
the  bathrooms,  and  the  numerous  thefts  of  outboards.  Fed  up, 
we  took  the  first  plane  down  after  the  coup  failed  —  incidentally, 
the  leader  of  that  coup  was  just  elected  president  —  had  them 
put  the  boat  in  the  water,  and  hauled  ass  over  to  Trinidad.  What 
a  relief!  Trinidad  soon  exploded  as  a  place  to  store  and  refit 
yachts,  and  half  the  folks  at  CMO  —  Fanny  included  —  went  to 
Trinidad.  We  can  only  assume  that  the  competition  has  inspired 
CMO  to  get  their  act  together. 

Incidentally,  we  recently  talked  to  one  of  the  crew  of  a  big 
schooner  that  had  a  big  repair  job  done  in  Cumana  —  and  were 
mostly  impressed.  They  had  a  lot  of  frames  sister  ed  and  other 
major  work,  and  the  bill  only  came  to  $10,000  —  about  one  sixth 
of  what  they  figure  it  would  have  been  in  the  United  States.  On 
the  negative  side,  the  laborers  would  only  work  as  hard  and  as 
long  as  the  boats  crew,  and just  before  the  boat  left,  all  the  tools 
were  stolen. 

ff-U-NOT  A  CONSPIRACY  BETWEEN  APPLIANCE-MAKERS 

A  recent  letter  from  a  new  liveaboard  asked  about  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  direct  current  (DC)  appliances.  Your  response  was  quite 
correct  as  far  as  it  went  —  but  may  have  left  some  folks  won¬ 
dering  'why'  there  aren't  more  DC  appliances  available.  And  it's 
not  just  because  there  is  a  smaller  market  for  DC  coffee  pots  — 
after  all,  not  just  boaters  would  like  them,  but  also  all  those 
poor  folks  who  have  to  put  up  with  wheeled  recreation.  I’m  go¬ 
ing  to  do  some  simplified  explaining  here,  but  it’s  good  enough 
for  top-of-the-head  work  —  so  you  real  engineers  keep  your 
whining  to  yourselves. 

The  real  reason  you  don’t  want  DC  appliances  is  based  on 
electrical  principles.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  DC,  but  more  to 
do  with  12-volt  batteries.  Most  of  the  desired  appliances  do  one 
thing  —  make  heat . —  but  in  different  ways.  Making  heat  re¬ 
quires  quite  a  bit  of  energy  —  at  least  if  it’s  going  to  last  for  any 
amount  of  time. 

Take  a  small  coffee  pot,  for  example.  It  might  require  400 
watts  of  power  to  boil  a  few  cups  of  water  in  a  few  minutes. 
Watts,  units  of  electrical  power,  are  calculated  by  multiplying 
electrical  voltage  by  current.  With  a  1 10-volt  system,  it  takes  a 
little  less  than  4  amperes  to  generate  400  watts.  You  can  draw 
4  amperes  from  a  typical  15  or  20  ampere  1 10-volt  circuit  with 
no  problem.  If  you  wanted  to  run  a  400-watt  appliance  from 
your  boat’s  12-volt  batteiy,  however,  you'd  be  drawing  400  di- 
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1150  BALLENA  BLVD. 
SUITE  121 

ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


TRAWLERS.COM 

BALLENA  BAY  YACHT  BROKERS 


(510)  865-8600 
FAX  865-5560 
e-mail: 


web  site: 
http:// www.trawlers.com 


sutiiii 


YACHTS 


50’  MIKELSON 
1 987  MOTORS AILER 

ALL  WEATHER  BOAT  . 


Fully  enclosed  center  cockpit  plus  inside  helm  station . 
Three  staterooms  including  great  cabin  aft.  Two  heads , 
fridge ,  freezer ,  icemaker,  genset,  etc.  Excellent  condition. 
Reduced  $250,000/make  offer. 


50’  GULFSTAR  KETCH,  '78 

85hp  Perkins,  8kw  generator,  autopilot, 
ful  electronics  &  rigging.  $125,000. 


43'  CAPE  NORTH,  '80 

Ocean  cruiser  with  AP,  watermaker, 
6-man  liferaft,  davits,  solar  panels,  EPIRB, 
Ham,  GPS,  radar,  etc.  $99,000. 


41*  MORGAN  OUTISLAND, '81 

New  sail  and  rigging.  Full  center  cockpit 
enclosure.  Generator,  watermaker. 
Ready  to  cruise.  $99,500. 


38'  MORGAN  382,  78 

Very  clean,  excellent  condition, 
liveaboard  or  cruise.  $62,000. 


THE  TRAWLER  SCHOOL  , 

A  full  weekend  of  'hands  on' 
boat  handling  experience 
aboard  a  34'  trawler. 

Chetk  www.trawlers.tom  for  details! 


Appointments  Are  Encouraged 
★  DEALERS  FOR  ★ 


SAN  DIEGO  OFFICE 


2720  Shelter  Island  Drive 
San  Diego,  CA  92106 
(619)  523-6298  •  Fax  (619)  523-8150 

sandiego@trawlers.com 

Visit  our  websites  &  see  why  you  should  list  with  us  www.yachtworld.com/ballenabay 


Tartan  Sailboats 
Kadey-Krogen  Trawler  Yachts 
Island  Gypsy  Trawlers 
Solo  43'  Voyager  LRC 


LONG  RANGE  CRUISING  SPECIALISTS  •  SAIL  AND  POWER 


37'  BANJER,  72 

Pilothouse  motorsailer  with  North  Sea 
:apabilily,  radar,  ketch  rig.  Her  European 
pedigree  is  obvious.  $75,000. 


33.5'  HUNTER,  '88 

Sloop  rig.  Single  Yanmar  diesel. 
Two  staterooms.  $47,500. 


33'  ROUGHWATER,  '83 

Single  22hp  Yanmar.  Complete  records 
available.  Great  for  cruising  Mexico  and 
West  Coast.  $43,000. 


30'  WILLARD,  74 

Pilothouse  motorsailer.  Single  50hp 
Perkins  Sloop  rig,  AP,  GPS.  $44,500. 


SAILBOATS 

46'  TARTAN,  new . CALL 

41'  TARTAN,  new . CALL 

41 '  FORMOSA,  72 . 65,000 

40'  CHALLENGER,  72  . 68,000 

38’  TARTAN,  '98,  new . . CALL 

37'  FORMOSA,  75 . 65,000 

35'  TARTAN,  new . CALL 

33'  PETERSON,  77  .  35,000 

32'  FUJI,  77  . 37,500 

30'  ERICS0N,  83 . 30,000 


27’  CHE0Y  LEE  OFFSHORE, '69 . CALL 


TRAWLERS 

55’  C&L  P/H,  1 9'  bm,  2k  gal  fuel  320,000 


53'  SHARP/DEFEVER,  '86 . 495,000 

50'  STOREBRO,  '91  . 499,000 

49’  KA  SHING/ALBIN,  '82 . 189,000 

48'  KR0GEN,  new,  avail.  June . CALL 

46'  ALASKAN,  70 . 164,900 

45’  CUSTOM, '36 .  50,000 

43'  ALBIN,  79 . 110,000 

43'  DEFEVER,  78 . 128,900 

41'  ROUGHWATER,  '80 . 85,000 

41'  PT,  78  .  110,000 


40'  MARINE  TRADER,  79 . 99,900 

40'  LEGACY,  new . CALL 

39’  CHB,  79 . 85,000 

39'  KR0GEN,  '98 . CALL 

36'  ISLAND  GYPSY,  new . CALL 

36'  HU  HSING,  77  . 59,000 

34'  MAINSHIP,  78  . 43,350 

34'  CALIFORNIAN,  79 . 69,000 

34'  LEGACY,  new . CALL 

34'  PRAIRE,  '80 . 56,500 

34'  CHB,  78 . .,.59,500 


43'  SOLO  VOYAGER  LRC 

Awesome  capabilities.  Promises  to  be  a 
great  contender  in  today's  cruising  mar¬ 
ket.  Semi-displacement  hull  style.  1 5  sold, 
Hull  #2  due  in  Ballena  Bay  March  1 999. 
NOW  TAKING  ORDERS.  Call  for  details. 
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vided  by  12  —  or  33  amperes. 

Drawing  33  amps  leads  to  two  unstoppable  difficulties.  For 
one,  most  boat  batteries  have  current  capacities  of  perhaps  80 
ampere/hours.  That  means  they  can  deliver  approximately  80 
amperes  for  an  hour,  or  8  amperes  for  10  hours.  This  means 
you  could  run  your  coffee  pot  for  two  hours  on  a  fully-charged 
battery.  However,  you  wouldn't  want  to  drain  your  battery  that 
fast  —  even  for  a  few  minutes  several  times  a  day  if  you’re  cruis¬ 
ing,  not  for  even  something  as  vital  as  coffee. 

The  second  problem  is  that  you  can't  draw  huge  amounts  of 
current  —  such  as  40  amps  —  without  huge  wire.  Think  of 
amperes  like  a  volume  of  water  passing  through  a  pipe.  You'd 
need  about  a  -#8  gauge  wire  for  the  coffee  maker  —  wire  that's 
almost  the  size  of  a  battery  cable.  And  you'd  need  two  of  them. 
Then  you'd  still  need  all  the  plugs  and  switches  for  such  mas¬ 
sive  stuff. 

So  the  lack  of  DC  appliances  is  not  the  result  of  a  conspiracy 
between  appliance  makers  and  inverter  makers,  but  rather  just 
because  of  the  way  things  work.  After  all,  just  the  thought  of  a 
liveaboard  running  a  crock  pot  all  day  would  be  enough  for  a 
battery  retailer  to  shout  in  glee  —  before  heading  off  to  buy  a 
bigger  boat  for  himself! 

A  simple  way  to  think  about  whether  a  particular  appliance 
would  be  practical  powered  by  12-volt  batteries  would  be  to 
look  on  the  thing  for  the  number  of  amperes  it  takes  when  run¬ 
ning  on  1 10-volts.  Multiply  this  number  by  10  to  see  what  it’ll 
do  to  a  batteiy.  If  the  appliance  is  rated  in  watts,  divide  the 
watts  by  12  to  get  amperes  at  12-volts.  If  you  find  that  your 
appliance  will  draw  more  than  a  few  amperes,  you  won’t  like 
the  battery  drain  and  you  won’t  want  to  add  all  the  tackle  needed 
to  heave  on  the  required  cables. 

I  hope  this  clarifies  a  puzzle. 

Tom  Fowle 
Ericson  27,  Endless  Time 
Bay  Area  Association  of  Disabled  Sailors  (BAADS) 
South  Beach  Harbor,  San  Francisco 


Call  for  details 


Tom  —  It  works  for  us.  We  appreciate  you  taking  the  time  to 
share  your  knowledge. 


Tom  Swearengen 

Phone  (5 lb)  614-0567 

Fax  (510)  864-7403 

First  New  England 

FINANCIAL 

— -  First  in  Yacht  Finance 
A  Service  of  John  Deere  Credit 

Toll  Free  (800)  233-6542 

Fax  (800)  637-673 1 
www.  f  irstne  wengland .  com 

*  Fixed  Rate  Program  for  loans  over  $100,000  with 
a  20%  .down  payment.  Other  conditions  may  apply 
so  please  ask  for  details.  Rates  subject  to  change 
without  notice. 


till  LOOKING  FOR  A  BIG  BOAT 

Besides  a  stint  in  Germany  and  eight  years  in  California, 

’  we've  done  most  of  our  sailing  on  Lake  Michigan.  This  includes 
about  10  Mac  races  and  30  Queen's  Cups  —  the  latter,  by  the 
way,  is  an  event  that  predates  the  America's  Cup. 

We  even  did  the  'Big  Mac'  in  '75  —  which  started  in  Port 
Huron  and  finished  in  Chicago  —  aboard  the  Ericson  39  Omega. 
It  was  a  big  deal  because  it  was  the  100th  anniversary  race  of 
the  Chicago  YC.  The  blast  the  night  before  that  race  was  some¬ 
thing  to  behold!  The  shore  police  —  young  men  without  guns  — 
told  us  that  they  arrested  more  people  that  night  than  in  the 
previous  12  months!  The  next  morning  they  brought  the  ac¬ 
cused  down  to  whatever  yacht  he/she  claimed  to  be  crewing 
on,  and  if  the  boat  would  take  them,  he/she  was  free.  If  not,  it 
was  back  to  jail. 

But  enough  of  that.  Anne,  my  dearest  wife  —  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  reading  the  book  Dragged  Aboard—  and  I  are  going  to  go 
south  for  a  few  years  and  do  some  cruising.  The  kids  are  out  of 
the  nest  and  the  dog  —  damn,  I  miss  that  dog!  —  just  died,  so 
the  timing  is  right.  I'm  presently  in  the  market  for  a  large  boat 
as  there  will  be  at  least  one  other  couple  with  us  most  of  the 
time.  In  fact,  I'm  going  down  to  look  at  Sorcery,  a  1970  C&C  61 . 
I  think  she  was  hull  #  1  of  eight.  I  understand  the  boat  was  on 
the  West  Coast  for  years  and  wonder  if  you  can  tell  me  anything 
about  her.  The  current  owner  had  her  10  years,  the  last  seven 
of  which  he  spent  on  a  circumnavigation. 
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PIER  39  MARINA  •  EVERYONE’S  FAVORITE  PLACE 
IN  EVERYONE’S  FAVORITE  CITY 

Overnight  Guest  Parking  •  Monthly  Rentals  •  For  more  information 


contact  us  at  415/705-5556  or  our  award  winning  website 


£dyibl  @thz. 

- Y  A  C  H  T  S - 

Builders  of  the  SC  52 
and  legendary  SC  70 


3700B  Hilltop  Rd. 
Soquel,  CA  95073 

—  831-475-9627 

Fax  831-475-0867 

www.santacruzyachts.com 
email  lance@santacruzyachts.com 


■  w  ■  m  urnmm  ■  ■wwwtei 


owner  of  Santa  Cruz  52,  #18,  Warpath 
Launched  December  18, 1998 


The  ideal  high  performance  racer/cruiser 


HUNKER  UNDER  A  \ 

HARDODGER  FROM  CCC 


•  Unique  custom  design 

•  Sturdy  molded 
composite  top 

•  Removable  polycar¬ 
bonate  window  panels 

•  Double-strand 
Gore-Tex  thread 

•  1  1/4”  SS  supports 

•  Custom  aft  handrail 


Bottom  Siclcrs 

Cockpit  cushions... 
the  ultimate  in 
good  looks 
and  durability. 


SERVING  ALL  YOUR  CANVAS  NEEDS 

Sole  purveyors  of  canvas  products  to  the  Point  Beach  and  Rowing  Club. 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Road,  Suite  106,  Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 
At  Brickyard  Cove  Marina 

[California  Custom  Canvas 

(510)  233-7683 


/ 
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You  shouldtt 't  sail  closer  to  the  wind 
than  your  age  plus  10  degrees. 
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Wood  •  Steel  •  Ferro  •  Multihulls 

619/226-6702  •  FAX  619/226-8513 

Specialist  in  Mexico  and 
Worldwide  Insurance 


Call  for  FREE  Mexico  cruising  guide 

2730  Shelter  Island  Drive 
San  Diego,  California  92106 

You  may  contact  us  by  calling  toll  free  from: 

U.S.  &  Canada  800/655-9: 

Mexico  95-877-466-7245 

or  from: 

Antigua  1-877-466-7245  Italy  1678-76144 

Australia/Telstra  1-800-1-45850  Marshall  Islands  1-877-466-7245 

Cayman  Islands  1-877-466-7245  Netherlands  0-800-022-7304 

Colombia  980-15-4473  New  Zealand/Tnzi  0-800-448303 

France  0-800-91 1781  Nicaragua  011-800-2201242 

Hong  Kong  800-903409  Panama  011-800-507-1218 

South  Africa  080-09-93979 
Spain  900-961963 
St.  Vincent  1-877-466-7245 
United  Kingdom  0-800-7832287 
Venezuela  8001-4765 


WINDPILOT 

The  Original  Windsteering  System  -  Since  31  Years 

PACIFIC  LIGHT  *  German  Engineering  PACIFIC  PLUS 

ships  <  28‘  *  Highest  Grade  Aluminum  ships  <  60‘ 

*  Best  Overall  Performance  True  emergency- 

*  Full  lift-up  rudder 

‘  Easy  to  install 
*  Lifetime  Warranty 

See  WINDPILOT  in  southern  California 
For  a  demo  call  Doro  &  Greg  (310)  821-8938 

WINDPILOT  USA  P.O.Box  8565  MADEIRA  BEACH  FL  33738  USA 
Toll  free:  888-WINDPILOT  Fax:(727)398-6288  windpilot@compuserve.com 

www.windpilot.co 


P.S.  The  gang  at  Latitude  does  a  nice  job.  I  read  every  page 
and  find  the  letters  from  cruisers  most  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative. 

Ken  Nigel 
Team  Shaft  Lok,  deckhand 

Ken  —  Sorcer y^was  originally  owned  by  Jake  Woods  of  Los 
Angeles  and  was  a  well-known  boat  in  these  parts.  She  was 
best  known  for  pitchpoling  and  being  dismasted  while  making  a 
March  crossing  from  Japan  to  the  Pacific  Northwest.  Crewman 
Bob  Dixon  told  us  it  had  been  blowing  50  knots  for  three  days 
and  the  seas  were  up  to  30  feet.  Then  there  was  a  much  bigger 
rogue  wave  that  did  them  in.  In  retrospect,  everyone  agrees  that 
March  is  too  early  in  the  year  to  attempt  such  a  passage. 

Anyway,  Sorcery  survived  and  later  passed  through  several 
hands.  If  we  remember  correctly,  she  was  busted  once  for  being 
full  of  dope.  Actually,  that  was  par  for  the  course  for  many  big 
sailboats  back  in  those  days.  In  any  event,  she  was  bought  by 
her  current  owner,  survived  a  hurricane  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez,  and 
continued  on  for  what  we  understand  was  a  pleasant  circum¬ 
navigation. 

Ma  woman-run  sailing  company 

Women  who  are  interested  in  learning  to  sail  or  improving 
their  technique  need  to  closely  examine  the  integrity  and  busi¬ 
ness  practices  of  the  companies  that  are  offering  courses.  For 
the  last  eight  months  I've  been  trying  to  get  my  deposit  returned 
from  a  woman-run  sailing  company  on  the  East  Coast.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  not  return  my  calls  or  acknowledge  my  letters.  At  this 
point,  I  am  having  to  take  them  to  small  claims  court  to  get  my 
$400.  V 

My  concern  about  the  situation  is  two-fold.  First,  as  a  woman 
who  runs  her  own  small  business,  I  understand  how  har'd  it  is 
to  stay  afloat  in  the  present  economy.  Small  business  owners 
and  operators  need  to  support  each  other  to  enable  the  system 
of  free  enterprise  to  continue.  Secondly,  as  a  businesswoman 
who  runs  a  business  based  on  integrity  and  good  personal/ 
professional  relationships,  behavior  like  this  is  a  black  mark 
against  women  business  owners  everywhere.  It  makes  us  have 
to  work  twice  as  hard  to  gain  the  respect  of  our  male  counter¬ 
parts. 

Many  of  us  who  are  good  at  what  we  do  are  not  necessarily 
v  good  at  running  a  business.  While  we  mean  well,  we  often  don’t 
have  the  organizational  skills  or  the  financial  resources  to  hire 
the  right  people  to  help  us.  If  you,  as  the  consumer,  are  run¬ 
ning  into  disorganization  and  poor  communication  from  a  busi¬ 
ness,  consider  other  companies  closely  before  committing  your 
money.  A  small  business  with  integrity  will  do  its  utmost  to 
meet  your  needs  and  work  with  you  —  because  they  want  your 
business. 

Unfortunately,  what  should  have  turned  out  to  be  an  excit¬ 
ing  week  of  sailing  last  August  has  turned  into  a  headache  that 
won’t  go  away.  When  this  whole  situation  is  resolved,  I  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  learn  again.  This  time  I  will  not  be  lured  by  location  or 
experience  or  attitude.  I’ll  ask  Syd  in  Santa  Cruz  to  teach  me. 

Maggie  Lott 
Healthcare  Educators 
Clovis 


If  If  TREE  TRUNKS  AND  PORTHOLES 

A  friend  gave  me  a  copy  of  Latitude.  After  reading  it,  I  thought 
you  might  be  interested  in  a  book  titled  The  Saga  Of  The  Ngataki, 
which  I’d  read  back  in  the  ’50s.  ‘  ' 

This  true  story  takes  place  in  the  late  ’30s  when  a  young 
man  who  didn't  want  to  go  to  college  designed  a  boat  and  built 
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More  water,  less  energy... 

The  200C  system  produces  9  gallons  an  hour 
drawing  only  9  amps  @  12vdc  (i  ah/g,  21 6  gpd) 

The  380C  easily  produces  16  gallons  an  hour 
drawing  19  amps  @  12vdc  (i.  19  ah/g,  384  gpd) 

Patented 


ressure 

system  is  constructed  of  light,  strong  and  totally 
non-corrosive  composites. 


MEMbRANE 


Reversing 

VaIve 

PRESsimiziNq  1 1 


DniviNq 


FEEd 

1  Water 


Quiet,  reliable,  compact,  modular  components, 
easy  installation,  nominal  upgrade  from  200c  to  380c 

(using  two  feed  water  pumps!) 

World's  Most  Efficient  Marine  Watermaker! 


Practical  Sailor  named  Spectra  one  of  its 

'Top  Ten  Products  for  1998' 

'By  light  years  the  most  electrically  efficient  in  our  test 


Spectra  Watermakers 


Inc 


A  Division  of  E  d  i  n  g  e  r  Marine  Service, 

298  Harbor  Drive,  Sausalito  CA  94965  USA 


www.SpectraWatermakers.com 

Phone  415.332.3780 
Fax  415.332.8527 


Adding  Electronics? 


NavPod 


INSTRUMENT  HOUSINGS 


Mount  your  Radar  or  Chartplotter 
on  the  large  CP10  (shown)  or  on 
the  new  smaller  RP41  that’s  made 
to  fit  popular  6”  and  7”  LCD’s.  The 
AG  1 0  AngleGuard  can  easily  replace 
9 1/2’’  wide  pedestal  guards.  This 
allows  mounting  of  a  three  or  four 
instrument  NavPod  as 
well.  Call  for  our  Jr  % 
“New  Products” 


Manufactured  by 

OCEAN  EQUIPMENT,  INC. 

893  Production  Place 
Newport  Beach,  CA  92663 

Tel:  949.515.1470 
Fax:  949.515.1477 
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HOGIN 

SAILS: 

PROUD 

SPONSORS 


7th  Annual 

Northern  California 


Women 's 
Sailing 
Seminar 


Saturday,  March  20 

7:30  AM  -  5:30  PM 

Pre-registration  required 
Hosted  by  Island  Yacht  Club 

Emily  Hogin  and  Margaret  Fago 

•  SAIL  CARE  AND  REPAIR  • 


HOGIN 

SAILS 


In  the  Alameda  Marina  at 
1801-D  Clement  Ave.  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-4388 

Mon  to  Fri  8:30  am  to  5  pm  •  Sat  1 0  am  to  2  pm 
e-mail:  hogin@aol.com 
www.hoginsails.com 


it  in  his  father's  backyard.  What's  unusual  is  how  he  found 
some  of  the  materials.  He  borrowed  his  father's  yawl  and  sailed 
around  the  North  Island  of  New  Zealand  to  search  the  beaches 
to  find  valuable  floatsam.  He  was  very  successful  in  his  searches, 
and  found  many  useful  tree  trunks,  blocks,  port  holes,  and  so 
forth.  He  either  towed  or  sailed  them  back  to  Auckland,  where 
he  got  friends  to^help  him  build  the  boat  on  weekends.  The 
boatbuilders  got  paid  with  a  keg  of  beer  each  weekend. 

The  library  of  The  Royal  Auckland  YC  no  doubt  has  a  copy. 
It's  a  funny  story. 

Ted  A.  Arnold 
Santa  Rosa 

Ted  —  Sounds  right  up  our  alley. 

INIless  violent  rolling 

While  reading  your  Sightings  piece  on  Terremoto’s  being  rolled 
and  dismasted  while  returning  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  from 
the  West  Marine  Pacific  Cup,  I  noticed  the  following  comment: 
'The.  dismasting  lowered  both  our  windage  and  our  center  of 
gravity.  We  never  heeled  so  far  over  after  that  and  when  smacked 
by  breaking  waves,  the  roll  was  less  violent." 

I  recall  that  one  of  the  findings  in  the  book  Desirable  and 
Undesirable  Characteristics  of  Offshore  Yachts  —  written  after 
the  Fastnet  disaster  of  '79  —  was  just  about  the  opposite.  In 
other  words,  mass  in  the  mast  helped  to  create  stability  in  a 
sailboat  by  decreasing  the  roll  rate. 

While  the  writer’s  observation  about  windage  and  a  lower 
center  of  gravity  is  no  doubt  true,  I  wonder  if  the  resulting  effect 
was  real.  Just  curious  if  anybody  on  your  staff  can  clarify  this 
issue. 

Vin  Sumerlin 
Steel  Breeze 
Berkeley 

Vin  —  Good  question.  We  passed  it  on  to  Max  Ebb,  who  quickly 
turned  it  over  to  Lee  Helm.  Here  is  her  response:  "Max  was  con¬ 
fused  about  this  too,  so  he  asked  me  to  straighten  him  out.  The 
simple  answer  is  that  without  the  full  mast  they  weren't  heeled 
over  as  much,  and  the  waves  didn't  hit  the  wide  flat  hull  at  such 
a  bad  angle.  I  mean,  standard  wisdom  these  days  says  that 
'  boats  with  less  roll  inertia  are  more  likely  to  be  rolled  by  break¬ 
ing  waves,  and  this  is  verified  by  some  tank  data.  But  like,  here's 
an  example  why  wind  heel,  form  stability,  and  center  of  gravity 
are  still  in  the  equation. 

"For  sure,  most  boats  roll  much  worse  after  being  dismasted. 
The  roll  moment  of  inertia  is  like,  cut  in  half,  and  since  resonant 
frequency  is  proportional  to  the  square  root  of  stiffness  over  iner¬ 
tia,  the  roll  frequency  will  be  41%  faster.  Acceleration  in  turn  is 
proportional  to  frequency  squared,  so  if  the  boat  rolls  through 
the  same  angle  then  the  crew  will  feel  twice  the  acceleration 
after  the  mast  is  down.  Also,  once  the  rig  is  down  the  major 
source  of  roll  damping  is  gone,  so  if  there  are  waves  hitting  the 
boat  at  or  near  the  new  resonant  frequency,  the  roll  angle  can  be 
even  bigger  than  before,  and  the  roll  accelerations  can  get  really, 
really  bad. 

"But  like,  thats  not  always  what  happens.  If  the  boat  is  wide 
and  light,  then  the  mastless  roll  frequency  might  be  so  fast  that 
there's  very  little  wave  energy  at  thatfrequency  to  drive  the  roll. 
Also,  a  boat  with  a  very  deep  Jin  keel  might  have  enough  hydro- 
dynamic  roll  damping  to  keep  the  fast  resonant  roll  from  ever 
getting  very  big. 

"For  a  boat  like  Terremoto,  if  the  crew  says  they  rode  better 
after  the  mast  broke,  then  like,  I'm  not  going  to  say  they’re  mak¬ 
ing  it  up." 
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LETTERS 


DON'T  GO  OFFSHORE 
WITHOUT  ONE! 


DBC  Marine  Safety  Systems  manufactures 
the  most  comprehensive  range  of  life  rafts 
on  the  market  today.  From  the  Swiftsure 
(designed  specifically  for  the  bluewater 
yachtsman)  to  the  SOLAS  and  USCG 
approved  range,  DBC  has  models  to  suit 
any  requirement.  All  with  a  10-year 
warranty  on  buoyancy  tube  fabric. 
Available  in  sizes  from  4  to  50  persons. 
Before  heading  offshore,  plot  a  course  to 
DBC. 

AUTHORIZED  DEALERS: 

Coast  Marine,  San  Francisco  (41 5)  673-1 923 
Oceans  West,  San  Diego  (61 9)  544-1900 

DBC  MARINE  SAFETY  SYSTEMS 

1 01  -3760  Jacombs  Rcl.,  Richmond,  BC  V6V  1 46 
Ph:  (604)  278-3221 
Fax:  (604)  278-7812 
Toll  Free:  1-800-931-3221 
www.dbcmarine.com/ 
email:  sales@dbcmarine.com 


DBC 


Marine  Safety 
Systems 


A  DIVISION  OF  DUNLOP-BEAUFORT  CANADA  LTD. 


ft ftNO  REGRETS.  .  .  SAVE  ONE 

I  awoke  today  to  find  that  I  had  lost  my  sailing  companion, 
my  sponsor  at  the  St.  Francis  YC,  but  most  of  all  my  good  friend, 
Jim  Mizell. 

For  those  of  you  who  did  not  know  Jim,  he  was  the  light¬ 
haired,  teddy  bear  of  a  guy  with  a  quick  smile  and  soft  chuckle 
who  could  often  be  seen  in  the  cockpit  of  his  Smith  43  High 
Risk.  For  those  of  us  who  were  lucky  enough  to  know  Jim  and 
fortunate  enough  to  call  him  a  friend,  he  was  a  positive  force  — 
the  guy  who  would  be  quietly  and  quickly  there  if  you  needed 
him,  the  organizer  and  the  one  we  could  all  depend  on. 

He  sailed  in  all  the  major  and  minor  regattas  up  and  down 
the  coast.  He  sailed  with  professionals,  America's  Cup  skip¬ 
pers,  Olympic  medal  winners,  rank  amateurs,  wives  of  rank 
amateurs,  but  most  often  with  regular  working  stiffs  like  me. 
He  sailed  in  Big  Boat  Series,  Stone  Cups,  Long  Beach  Race 
Weeks,  Golden  Gate  Midwinters,  club  races.  .  .  and  you  know 
what,  he  won  more  than  his  share.  Now,  as  I  reflect  back,  I 
know  why  he  was  a  winner.  He  respected  people,  and  could 
keep  things,  great  and  small,  in  perspective.  But  most  of  all  he 
had  fun  and  he  always  put  together  a  group  of  people  who  had 
fun  together,  many  I  will  count  among  my  friends  forever.  We 
always  knew  that  when  we  climbed  aboard  the  Risk  —  win,  lose 
or  draw  —  we  would  have  some  grins. 

So,  as  Hunt,  Gary,  Mike  and  I  sit  here  in  the  middle  of  the 
Bay  today,  we  offer  up  a  toast  to  you,  Jim.  I  know  that  there  will 
forever  be  an  empty  place  in  our  hearts  because  we  will  never 
again  see  that  quick  smile.  However,  I  also  know  that  we  will 
carry  that  smile  with  us  every  time  we  sail.  We'll  never  forget 
the  great  times  and  wonderful  friends  you  brought  into  our  lives. 

Thank  you,  Jim.  You  will  sail  with  each  of  us  forever! 

Ken  Moore  and  the  crew  of  High  Risk 
St.  Francis  YC 


ft  ft  SAILING  HOME  NEXT  YEAR 

Dear  Human  Beings  at  Latitude  38, 

Sony  about  the  politically  correct  salutation,  but  I  work  for 
the  'guvmint'!  I'm  originally  from  the  East  Bay,  and  lived  there 
for  27  of  my  37  years.  Unfortunately,  it  wasn't  until  I  moved  to 
Florida  that  I  was  bitten  by  the  sailing  bug.  It  got  started  be¬ 
cause  of  the  warm  water  and  Hobie  Cats. 

Currently,  however,  I  live  in  London  and  sail  a  Morgan  43 
called  Wildebeest  III.  The  Spousal  Unit  and  I  plan  to  sail  her 
home  to  the  U.S.  next  year  via  the  Iberian  Peninsula  and  the 
Canary  Islands.  We're  on  quite  a  steep  learning  curve,  however, 
and  appreciate  all  advice  gleaned  from  periodicals  such  as  Lati¬ 
tude  and  a  few  in  the  United  Kingdom.  We've  also  enrolled  in 
the  Royal  Yachting  Association  courses,  and  will  have  earned 
Ocean  Yachtmaster  certificates  before  departing.  Following  your 
example,  we're  trying  to  be  safe  and  careful  cruisers. 

I  read  with  interest  the  recent  letter  from  Tom  and  Ginger 
Plesha  of  Alameda,  because  they  also  own  a  Morgan  43.  We'd 
love  to  talk  to  them  and  see  if  they  have  learned  anything  about 
the  boat  in  the  ocean  they  might  want  to  pass  along  to  us. 

By  the  way,  we  had  a  ceremony  to  change  our  boat’s  name, 
too!  Because  we're  in  the  United  Kingdom,  we  put  both  British 
and  U.S.  coins  beneath  the  mast. 

Finally,  thanks  for  the  great  sailing  website. 

Darryl  Currie 
Wildebeest  III 
London,  England 

ft  ft  OBLIGATIONS  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES 

It  was  with  real  interest  that  we  read  the  December  Sightings 
about  the  yacht  Credimus,  which  had  been  abandoned  in  rough 
weather  off  the  coast  of  California  —  and  then  found  three 


Page  80  •  IaVMUl  3?  •  February,  1 999 


Why  Do  Serious  Ocean  Racers  Choose  ALPHA  PILOTS? 

Because  For  Over  20  Years  ALPHA  PILOTS  Have  Delivered  The  High  Performance, 
Reliability,  And  Low  Power  Consumption  These  Competitors  Demand! 

Bill  Stange  -  Olson  30  “I  sailed  my  Olson  30  ‘Intense’  in  the  single  handed  TRANSPAC  San  Francisco  to  Hawaii  race  using  an 
Alpha  3000. 1  was  able  to  set  a  new  record  of  IIV2  days  beating  the  previous  record  by  IV2  days.  The  Alpha  pilot  was  critical  to  my 
success.  I  have  used  other  self  steering  systems  but  nothing  offers  the  speed  or  performance  of  the  Alpha  pilot.” 

Dan  Byrne  -  Valiant  40  “I  am  happy  to  report  to  you  that  the  Alpha  Autopilot  performed  flawlessly  for  the  entire  B0C  round  the 
World  Race.  I  am  in  awe  of  your  device.  It  functioned  continuously  for  thousands  of  miles  without  faltering,  with  barely  discernible 
power  drain  and  with  sufficient  muscle  to  handle  Fantasy  in  gales  of  60  knots  gusting  to  70.” 

Hal  Roth  -  Santa  Cruz  50  “My  Alpha  auto-pilot  steered  eighty  percent  of  the  time  during  my  27,597  mile  BOC  Round  the  World 
Race.  The  Alpha  pilot  was  excellent  in  light  following  winds  and  the  Alpha  was  also  good  in  heavy  weather  and  steered  my  ultra  light 
Santa  Cruz  50  on  the  day  I  logged  240  miles  under  three  reefs  and  a  small  headsail.  Just  past  Cape  Horn  I  got  into  a  severe  gale  and 
nasty  tidal  overfalls:  again  the  Alpha  saw  me  through  that  terrible  day.  Like  Dan  Byrne  in  an  earlier  race,  I  stand  in  awe  of  the 
performance  of  your  autopilot.  Not  only  were  it’s  operation  and  dependability  flawless,  but  the  power  demands  were  minimal.” 


A  World  Class  Product  Built  In  The  U.S.A. 

Alpha  Systems,  Inc.  1125  12th  Ave.  NW#B3,  Issaquah,  WA  98027  (800)257-4225  (206)275-1200 


UNIMPEACHABLE 

QUALITY 


THE  BEST 

DODGERS 
CUSHIONS 
<Jg)  BIMINIS 


®  REPAIRS 

SAIL  COVERS 
®  AWNINGS 
(Jf>)  BOOM  TENTS 


STAllBIJCK  5^ 

„  _  _T__  m  Harbor  Drive 

UitJA  V Ah  Sausalito,  CA  94965 

WORKS  415*332*2509 


SAUSALITO 


list  Marine  inc. 

"Complete  Marine  Engine  Service" 


P.O.  BOX  2008  /  69  LIBERTY  SHIP  WAY,  SAUSALITO,  CA  94966 
Adjacent  to  Schoonmaker  Pt.  Marina 

415*332*5478 


•  We  service  all  makes 

•  New,  used  and  rebuilt  engines 

•  Dockside  facilities 

•  Mobile  service  trucks 


YANMAR 

MARINE  DIESEL 
ENGINES 


6LP-DTE  250  hp 
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Overnight  Visitors  and  Yacht  Club' Cruises  Welcome. 


The  Antioch  Marina,  built  in  1988,  is  at  the  foot  of  L  Street 
in  Antioch.  The  Marina  features  berths  from  24  to  70  feet. 
All  berths  are  constructed  of  concrete,  providing  even 
flotation  with  clean,  smooth  dock  surfaces. 

DAILY,  WEEKLY,  MONTHLY  RATES  AVAILABLE 
SAILBOAT  SUPS  FROM  24'  TO  70'  $4.7 5/FOOT 


The  following  services  are  available  at  the  Marina: 


•  Computerized  security  gates 

•  Locked  berthers'  restrooms  and  showers 

•  10-foot  average  water  depth 

•  Fuel  dock  dispensing  gas  and  diesel 

•  Free  waste  pumpout  station 

•  20  and  30  amp  electrical  service 

•  Ample  parking  close  to  berths  * 

•  Coin  operated  laundry  facilities 

•  Easy  boating  access  to  Bay  and  Delta 

•  Guest  dock  and  overnight  berthing 

•  Grocery  store  within  three  blocks 

•  Mini  golf/arcade  five  blocks  away  ' 

•  Marine  insurance  agency 

•  Humphrey's  on  the  Delta  restaurant 

•  Fishing  piers  and  observation  pier 

•  Shoreside  parks  and  picnic  areas 

•  Public  restrooms 

•  Wetlands  presen/e  with  birdwatching 

•  Wide  open  sailing  and  deep,  fresh  water 

Easy  access  by  boat  via  the  San  Joaquin  River,  by  car  via 
Highway  4,  and  train  via  Amtrak.  The  harbormaster's  office 
and  fuel  dock  are  open  seven  days  a  week  from  8  AM  to  5  PM. 

Overnight  rates:  Boats  less  than  40':  $10 
Boats  40'  and  over:  $15 
Refundable  key  deposit:  $20/key 
Radio  or  telephone  for  overnight  accommodations. 

Rates  and  information  subject  to  change. 

For  more  information, 
call  the  marina  at  (925)  779-6957, 
email  marina@ci.antioch.ca.us 
or  Channel  16  VHF 


months  later  off  Hawaii.  You  see,  we'd  come  across  her  while 
on  our  way  home  from  the  West  Marine  Pacific  Cup.  According 
to  our  log,  we  sighted  Credimus  on  Aug..  8  at  1940  at  37°  46'N, 
124°  49'W. 

We  approached  the  vessel,  which  was  riding  to  a  sea  anchor, 
as  closely  as  we  could,  then  sailed  circles  around  her.  We  hailed 
her  by-voice,  VHF,  SSB,  and  airhorn,  but  couldn't  raise  anyone. 
In  the  absence  of  contact  or  any  visible  damage  or  distress,  we 
took  some  photos,  made  a  log  entry  and  continued  on  our  way, 
assuming  that  the  owners  were  asleep  below. 

Your  article  has  stimulated  some  lively  discussion  among 
our  crew  and  sailing  friends,  and  we'd  love  some  input  about 
the  responsibilities  and  obligations  of  all  parties  involved.  For 
example,  while  big  seas  prevented  us  from  trying  to  approach 
any  closer  or  to  board  her,  were  there  any  other  actions  that  we 
shQuld  have  taken  in  case  there  was  someone  aboard  who  was 
sick  or  injured?  Would  we  have  been  trespassing  if  we’d  been 
able  to  board  the  vessel  to  check? 

In  addition,  should  the  Coast  Guard  have  broadcast  a  Securite 
announcement  about  an  unlighted  boat  left  adrift?  Should  we 
have  reported  the  sighting  to  the  Coast  Guard?  When  aban¬ 
doning  a  boat,  should  a  mariner  leave  some  lights  burning  to 
alert  other  craft  approaching  at  night?  At  least  until  the  batter¬ 
ies  die?  Is  there  a  signal  flag  that  should  be  flown  from  an  aban¬ 
doned  yacht?  And  then  there  are  all  the  questions  about  sal¬ 
vage  on  the  high  seas. 

We’re  gla,d  to  learn  that  Credimus  and  her  owners  are  re¬ 
united.  We  agree  that  it  was  pretty  gnarly  out  there  for  a  while. 

David  &  Jeannie  Mariscal 
Siren,  Cal  39 
Berkeley 

David  &  Jeannie  —  We'd  be  lying  if  we  said  we  weren't 
shocked  that  you  didn't  do  more.  If  we  came  across  a  boat  in 
heavy  seas  and  were  unable  to  rouse  anyone,  our  immediate 
assumption  would  be  that  it  was  quite  possible  that  something 
was  wrong.  We  would  have  remained  on  station  until  we  could 
contact  the  Coast  Guard  and  await  instructions.  At  the  very  least 
—  assuming  that  we  didn't  have  long  range  radio  capability  — 


Safe  on  dry  land,  the  'Credimus'  crew  strikes  a  pose  with  their  rescuers. 


we  would  have  attempted  to  contact  the  Coast  Guard  via  other 
vessels  or  as  soon  as  we  came  within  VHF  range. 

The  situation  was  thus:  Two  days  before  you  arrived,  Coast 
Guard  rescue  swimmer  Patrick  Estrada  jumped  into  20-foot  seas 
from  a  helicopter  to  rescue  Bill  and  Penny  Brownrigg  of  Ireland, 
the  crew  of  Credimus.  According  to  plan,  the  Brownriggs  had 
jumped  overboard.  The  experienced  cruising  couple,  who  had 
feared  for  their  lives  because  they'd  been  out  of  control  surfing 
down  steeper  waves  than  they’d  ever  seen,  were  successfully 
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www.passagemakeryachts.  com 
e-mail:  pmyachts@aol.com 


"For  The  Ultimate  In  Cruising" 

The  Wind  Always  Blows  The  Right  Direction 
Inside  The  Pilothouse  Of  A  Krogen  Full  Displacement  Long  Range  Trawler 


The  Krogen  39'  The  Krogen  48'  The  Krogen  58' 


1983  Nauticat  52 

great  sailing  S&S  design.  This  vessel  unquestionably  one  of 
the  finest  pre-owned  vessels  on  the  market.  Immaculate 
condition  with  electronics,  equipment  and  spares  too  exten¬ 
sive  to  list.  Must  see  it  t;o  believe  it.  Call  for  details.  Viewing 
by  appointment  only.  Exclusive  listing . $399,000 


1115  N.  Northlake  Way,  Suite  300 

Ph:  (206)  675-9975  Seattle,  Washington  98103  Fax:  (206)  675-9392 


■:  •• 


COURSES: 

•  Basic  Coastal  Cruising 

•  Bareboat  Chartering 

•  Coastal  Navigation 

•  Advanced  Coastal  Cruising 

•  Celestial  Navigation 

•  Off-Shore  Passage  Making 

•  In  San  Francisco,  Mexico 
and  the  South  Pacific. 


MODERN 


SAILING 


nCADFMY 


PHONE  FOR  FREE  BROCHURE. 

415  t t  1  8250  /  800  995  1668  /  www. modernsailing. com 


★  Beautifully  crafted,  custom  made  sails,  in  our  loft  ★ 
★  Revised  Bay  Blaster  headsail  series  ★ 

★  Quality  repair  work  and  fast  turnaround  time  ★ 

★  Windsurfing  sail  repairs  ★ 

We  Are  a  Full  Service  Loft 


HOURS 
Monday  -  Friday: 
8:00-5:00 
Saturday: 

9:00  -  noon  or  by  appt. 


480  Gate  5  Road 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 
(above  West  Marine) 
Fax:  (415)  931-7359 


(415)  332-2510 


10% 


DISCOUNT  ON  SAILS  &  REPAIRS 

LAST  OF  THE  GREAT  WINTER  DISCOUNTS 
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BOAT/US  Presents . . .  BlUeWdter 

& Sailing 


LETTERS 


SEMINARS 

for 

BLUE  WATER 
CRUISERS 

EXCELLENTI  This  has  been  the  most  worth¬ 
while  seminar  and  the  best  prepared  pre¬ 
sentations  in  my  experience.  Thank  you  all! 

—  Brian  Nelson 
Detroit,  Michigan 


From  8:30  in  the  morning  to  5:00  p.m.,  you’ll  get  in- 
depth  information  on  what  you  need  to  know  for 
successful  offshore  sailing,  passagemaking  and 
world  cruising.  Six  presentations  in  all : 

Voyaging  Life-styles  •  Tools  of  the  trade 
Provisioning  •  Emergency  Preparations 
Passagemaking  Skills  'Foreign  Savvy 

The  Presenters: 

GEORGE  DAY  -  Publisher  &  editor  of  Blue  Water 
Sailing,  former  editorial  director  of  Cruising  World/ 
Sailing  World  magazines;  Circumnavigator ;  author 
of  Out  There  (with  Herb  McCormick),  Safety  At  Sea, 
&  The  Well-Managed  Sailboat. 

BETH  LEONARD  -  Circumnavigator;  author  of  The 
Voyager's  Handbook,  and  Following  Seas;  now 
completing  a  new  Van  de  Stadt  47  for  next  cruise. 

ALVAH  SIMON  -  Circumnavigator  and  arctic  ad¬ 
venturer;  circumnavigated  in  a  31 -foot  sloop;  win¬ 
tered  in  the  Arctic  in  a  36-foot  sloop;  author  of  the 
new  book  North  To  The  Night;  winner  of  the  1997 
Cruising  World  Seamanship  Medal. 


San  Diego,  CA  February  20 

Newport  Beach,  CA  February  21 

For  more  information  call: 

1-800-626-4893 


lifted  into  the  helicopter  in  less  than  five  minutes. 

Before  the  Brownriggs  left  the  vessel,  the  lights  had  been 
turned  on  and  a  data  recorder  placed  onboard.  Given  the  need 
to  effect  the  rescue  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  no  signal  pen¬ 
nant  was  set.  Once  the  couple  had  been  taken  from  the  boat,  a 
Securite  alert  for  an  "unmanned  obstruction"  was  repeatedly 
broadcast  on  Vtlfi  1 6.  Credimus's  position  was  given,  as  well  as 
the  fact  that  she  was  moving  at  two  to  three  knots.  Mariners  in 
the  area  were  instructed  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  her  and  report 
the  fact  to  the  Coast  Guard  ft  they  sighted  her. 

According  to  Bob  Durfey,  Commander  of  the  Coast  Guard  in 
Humboldt  Bay,  the  Coast  Guard  would  have  tried  to  recover  the 
vessel  had  the  conditions  not  been  so  dangerous.  In  any  event, 
they  fully  expected  that  Credimus  would  be  blown  south  to  some¬ 
where  off  San  Francisco,  at  which  point  either  commercial  sal¬ 
vor^  or  the  Coast  Guard  probably  would  have  tried  to  salvage 
her.  Before  jumping  to  any  salvage  conclusions,  however,  you'd 
have  to  get  an  expert  opinion  from  an  admiralty  lawyer.  It's  un¬ 
clear  to  both  Durfey  and  ourselves  as  to  what  salvage  rights 
someone  might  have  to  a  vessel  that's  part  of  an  active  Search  & 
Rescue  case. 

In  any  event,  the  bottom  line  is  that  the  Coast  Guard  says 
their  job  would  have  been  made  easier  had  you  contacted  them 

IMPRINT  ON  DEMAND 

Thanks  to  Latitude  for  continuing  to  follow  the  Print-On- 
Demand  chart  situation  with  the  stoiy  in  the  December  issue. 
But  I'd  like  to  clarify  some  of  the  background  issues  relating  to 
some  of  the  comments  in  the  story. 

In  paragraph  three,  Latitude  states:  "...  there  was  hue  and 
cry  among  both  mariners  and  chart  suppliers  that  it  was  a  huge 
step  backward.  .  .  ",  and  then  you  go  on  to  say,  "...  it  is  not 
going  to  be  like  that  at  all.  Chart  suppliers  will  continue  to  stock 
all  the  common  charts.  .  .  "  Unfortunately,  that  might  not  ex¬ 
actly  be  the  case  when  'POD'  is  fully  implemented. 

Under  the  current  NOAA  system,  when  chart  agents  stock 
nautical  charts  for  over-the-counter  sales,  we  do  so  under  ex¬ 
press  contract  with  NOAA  that  we  will  not  sell  any  chart  that  is 
out-of-date.  Thus  when  NOAA  declares  a  chart  out-of-date  and 
replaces  it  with  a  new  edition,  an  agent  destroys  all  remaining 
inventory  of  the  old  edition  and  replaces  it  with  the  new.  To 
further  assure  that  agents  will  immediately  move  to  the  new 
edition,  NOAA  credits  chart  agents  for  the  destroyed  old  inven¬ 
tory. 

But  NOAA  is  proposing  to  eliminate  this  system  of  reimburse¬ 
ment  under  the  assumption  that  with  POD,  agents  will  no  longer 
have  inventory  to  destroy.  As  a  result,  an  agent  is  faced  with  a 
quandary:  Should  he/she  inventory  the  most  popular  charts  to 
provide  immediate  service  to  customers,  assuming  that  they 
will  be  eventually  faced  with  the  decision  whether  to  sell  out 
that  inventory  when  a  new  edition  comes  or  properly  destroy 
old  charts  and  move  to  the  new  edition  —  which  requires  eating 
the  cost  of  the  destroyed  inventory. 

One  could  easily  conclude  that  this  is  irrelevant  to  someone 
who  wants  to  buy  a  chart  and  this  is  just  a  problem  that  an 
agent  will  have  to  deal  with.  True  enough,  however  agents  ulti¬ 
mately  have  to  do  what  makes  sense  for  their  businesses.  And 
frankly,  eating  the  cost  of  out-of-date  inventory  just  doesn’t  make 
sense.  As  a  result,  most  agents  feel  that  customers  ultimately 
will  have  to  wait  on  charts  they  request  because  it  will  be  too 
expensive  to  stock.  Alternately,  some. less  scrupulous  agents 
might  stock  charts  and  just  sell  out  their  old  stock  when  edi¬ 
tions  change.  All  of  this  results  in  less  availability  and  more 
inconvenience  for  customers. 

I  currently  stock  all  of  the  NOAA  charts  for  the  United  States, 
plus  all  NIMA  charts  for  Central  America  and  the  Caribbean, 
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A  NTRIM  27  ONE  DESIGN 


WHO'S  NEXT? 

ORDER  YOURS  TODAY  FOR  SPRING  DELIVERY! 


Join  the  evolution.  Call  Ultimate  Sailboats  Inc.: 

(831) 763-2720 •email  Ultimate20@aol.com •www.ultimatesailboats.com 

Class  Associations:  www.a27class.org  •  www.u20class.org 
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MARINER 'S 

GENERAL 

INSURANCE 

Since  1959 

Now  with  six  West  Coast 
offices*  offering  you  local 
insurance  service  and 
global  insurance  coverage. 


SEATTLE 

Scott  Rohrer 
(800)  823-2798 
(206)  281-8144 
Fax  (206)  281-8036 


NO.  CALIFORNIA 

Chris  Boome 
(800)  853-6504 
(650)  574-7787 
Fax  (650)  574-0856 
License  #  OA99058 


L.A7QRANGE  COUNTY 

Craig  Chamberlain 
(800)  992-4443  •  (949)  642-5174 
Fax  (949)  642-0252 


HAWAII 

Paul  Malone 
(808)  288-2750 


SAN  DIEGO 

Chalmers  Hall  & 
^Henry  Medina 
(800)  639-0002 
Fax:  (619)226-6410 
Lie.  OA96346 


•  Sail  8l  Power 


•  Fishing 
Boats 

*  Charter 
Boats 


•  Liveaboards 


•  Marine 
Businesses 

•  Tugboats 

•  Cargo 

•  Offshore 
Cruising 


*  It's  A  Mariner's  Fact: 

Call  regarding  our 
'Marina/ Shipyard'  policy 


the  top  of  South  America,  Indonesia,  Japan,  China,  the  South 
Pacific,  and  more.  I’m  always  surprised  how  many  East  Coast 
and  other  charts  of  distant  areas  that  I  sell  over  the  counter. 
My  customers  always  seem  really  happy  that  I  have  the  charts 
there,  as  most  of  them  seem  to  be  getting  on  airplanes  that 
afternoon  and  absolutely  need  their  charts  now! 

Latitude  also  states:  "...  if  you  want  a  weird  chart .  .  .  you’ll 
have  to  order  and  wait  two  days.  That’s  still  better  than  the  two 
to  three  week  turnaround  for  some  special  orders  under  the 
current  system.  .  ."  Under  the  present  system,  any  chart  or¬ 
dered  by  an  agent  takes  about  10  days  to  make  it  to  California. 
Agents  can  also  elect  to  have  charts  "expedited"  to  them,  which 
gets  a  chart  to  California  in  2-3  days.  Expedited  service  costs  a 
few  bucks,  so  I  suspect  that  few  agents  take  advantage  of  it.  We 
typically  order  from  NOAA  twice  weekly,  and  one  of  those  or¬ 
ders  is  expedited.  We  try  to  include  all  special  orders  in  that 
shipment,  and  we  don’t  charge  our  customers  extra  to  get  their 
charts  in  a  short  time.  If  an  agent  is  taking  two  to  three  weeks 
to  get  a  customer  his  charts,  perhaps  the  customer  should  seek 
a  new  chart  dealer. 

Last  year  at  about  this  time,  a  group  of  NOAA’s  largest  chart 
agents  —  NOAA  calls  us  the  'Dirty  Dozen',  so  I  guess  they  really 
love  us  —  met  with  NOAA  to  attempt  to  communicate  how  our 
customers  —  whether  they’re  guys  with  22-ft  fishing  skiffs,  150- 
ft  megayachts,  or  oil  tankers  —  want  to.  buy  their  charts.  The 
following  arq  issues  common  to  all: 

1)  Customers  want  their  charts  when  they  want  them.  If  we’re 
dealing  with  a  commercial  ship,  we’re  lucky  to  have  two  hours 
to  get  their  charts  to  them.  Most  customers  will  do  without  rather 
than  wait. 

2)  We  all  think  that  POD  is  a  great  idea  when  it  really  is  Print 
On  Demand,  meaning  when  a  chart  is  printed  for  the  customer 
on  site.  Everyone  wins  here:  customers  get  an  absolutely  cur¬ 
rent  chart  with  the  information  they  need,  agents  don’t  have  to 
worry  about  inventorying  charts  and  keeping  them  updated, 
and  NOAA  doesn’t  have  to  be  in  the  printing  business  anymore. 
We’re  also  fairly  happy  with  the  current  product,  which  is  clear 
and  readable,  and  once  some  technical  details  are  worked  out 
—  like  getting  the  latitude  and  longitude  lines  to  measure  con¬ 
sistent  distances  and  niggly  things  like  that  —  they’ll  have  an 
excellent  product. 

3)  With  the  current  NOAA  proposal,  fewer  dealers  will  stock 
the  charts  customers  need,  and  buyers  will  have  to  be  wary  of 
whether  or  not  they're  really  getting  the  latest  chart.  It’s  a  sys¬ 
tem  that  would  be  inconvenient  and  ultimately  unsafe.  It  will, 
however,  be  great  for  chartbook  sales-,  as  they  will  provide  an 
immediate  —  if  not  completely  up-to-date  —  solution  for  cus¬ 
tomers. 

Marilee  Shaffer 
Waypoint 
Alameda 

fULSSB  AND  LIFERAFTS 

I  got  your  January  issue  and  think  a  comment  should  be 
made  about  the  Nightmare  Off  New  Zealand  story.  Although 
you  made  it  clear  you  wrote  it  from  sources  you  couldn't  easily 
access,  it  seems  we've  all  missed  out  by  not  hearing  what  ac¬ 
tions  were  taken  by  those  people  who  sailed  through  the  stormy 
area  without  calling  for  help.  You  mention  three  small  boats  28 
to  33  feet  long  called  Mangoe,  Megot  and  Manina  —  what  did 
they  do? 

I  sure  hope  the  folks  that  say.you  shouldn't  go  cruising  if 
you  can’t  afford  an  SSB,  liferafts  and  an  EPIRB  take  a  good 
hard  look  at  your  story.  I  think  the  real  question  is  whether  you 
can  afford  to  go  if  you  can't  take  care  of  your  boat,  as  it  was 
steering  breakdowns,  overtired  crew,  and  lack  of  a  handheld 
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Winter  special? 

Substantial  Savings 
on  Canvas  Packages 

"  usforde 


sail 


2021  ALASKA  PACKER  PLACE 
ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 


(510)  521-1829 


•  Dodgers  that  blend  strength  and  grace. 

•  Racing  sheet  bag  organizers. 

•  Comfortable  waterproof  cockpit  and 
cabin  cushions. 

•  Quick  release  foredeck  jib  bags. 

•  Special  binnacle  and  mainsail  covers. 

•  Gortex  and  Lexan  options. 


CRUISING 

•  New  liveaboard  mattresses. 

•  Solar  panel  implants. 

•  Sailing  awnings  with  water  collectors 
and  mosquito  netting. 

•  Hatch  ventilators  and  screens. 

•  Sailing  hammocks. 

•  Cockpit  weather  cloths  with  map 
pockets  and  side  windows. 

•  Locker  organizers  and  tool  rolls. 

Design  •  Service  • Quality 


POWER 

•  Bimini  tops  and  enclosures  built 
to  look  good  and  last. 

•  Special  tinted  windows. 

•  Delta  screens  and  covers. 

•  Distinct  flybridge  cushions 

•  Trailerable  full  boat  covers. 

•  Largest  fabric  selection. 


m 


WmUSmm 


Systems 


Engine  Controls 
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Sailing  at  the  limit? 

„we  just  moved  it 


The  new  spinlock  px  powercleat  is  revolutionary 

a  complete  system  of  cleating  soloutions  for  dinghies, 
sportsboats  and  one  design  yachts  upwards.... 


Spinlock-  USA 
tel:  360  767  0463 
fax:  360  767  6560 
email:  mantime@connix.com 


easy  to  lock 

easy  to  release  ....  in  all  conditions 

the  worlds  smallest  rope  clutch,  px  uses  the  line  to  drive 

it's  unique  lock  and  release  actions 

2  sizes  to  fit  most  applications 
a  special  px  to  upgrade  jp*  t 

mainsheet  or  vang  block  cam  ^ 

cleats  JBP 


•  PX0406  -  SWL  3 1 0lbs,  5/32-1/4" 

•  PX0611  -  SWL  440lbs,  1/4-7/16" 

•  PXB0611  -  Block  upgrade  version 


soiniock 


the  experts  in  ropeholding 


m 


BEFORE  YOU  BUY  A — 
NEW  GENERATOR 

Military  application  spin-off: 

Amazing  new  technology  has  created 
ultra-light  and  compact  AC/DC  diesel 
generators.  Simultaneously  outputs  large 
amounts  of  AC/DC  power. 

<£5^  2-1  w'th  extremely  high  start-up  capacity! 
¥  Call  now  for  more  information 


STOP 
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#  Village  Marine  Tec. 


Water  makers 


New  and  improved! 


Practical  Sailor's  Jan.  '98  top 
pick  of  the  6  leading  12v 
watermakers.  Village  Marine 
Tec  watermakers  are 
"...relatively  low  current  draw, 
high  quality  components  and  a 
ten  year  track  record.  You  can't 
go  wrong  with  this  water- 
maker." 

Proven,  reliable  technology, 
high  output,  low  power 
consumption,  dependable 
operation. 

•  AC,  DC  and  engine  driven 
units  for  boats  of  all  sizes. 

•  Lifetime  warranty  on 
titanium  high  pressure  pump 
heads  and  pressure  vessel. 


Heart 

Inverters 

Lighthouse 

Windlasses 


ALSO  FEATURING... 


Hurricane 

Diesel  Furnaces 

Bauer 

Dive  Compressors 


Ample 

Technologies 

Charging  &  Metering 
Systems 


BAY  since  1979  Alameda,  CA 

YACHT  510-521-9968 

SERVICE  www.bayyacht.com 

SPECIALISTS  IN  CRUISING  SYSTEMS 


^  California's  largest  distributor 
of  Village  Marine  Tec  watermake 


watermakers 


BB  WoodenBoat  School 

1999  SAN  FRANCISCO  COURSES 


■N 


At  the  Small  Boat  Shop,  San  Francisco  Maritime  National  Historic  Park 

■  May  9-14  Fundamentals  of  Boatbuilding  with  Eric  Dow 

■  May  16-22  Building  the  Nordic  Pram  with  Bob  Elliott 

■  Oct.  10-16  Fine  Woodstrip  Kayak  Construction  with  Ted  Moores 

For  more  information  contact:  WoodenBoat  School 
P.O.  Box  78  •  Brooklin,  ME  04616 
(207)  359-4651  (Mon.-Thurs.)  •  Fax:  (207)  359-8920 

website:  www.woodenboat.com 
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VHF  that  seem  to  have  caused  the  biggest  problems. 

I  find  it  interesting  that  the  best  known,  most  adventurous 
sailors  we  read  about  in  today's  magazines  include  three  teams 
on  boats  with  almost  nothing  on  board  —  not  even  engines. 
And  they  were  sailing  on  boats  everyone  calls  small  today.  For 
example,  Bill  Sellers  with  his  33-foot  Nimbus;  he's  still  out  there 
crossing  oceans  after  28  years.  Then  there  are  the  Pardey’s, 
twice  around  both  ways  aboard  a  24-footer,  then  a  bigger  boat 
—  29  feet.  Then  there  are  the  Carrs  with  a  28-foot  boat  that's 
100  years  old.  They  went  all  the  way  around,  down  to  the  Ant¬ 
arctic,  and  up  to  the  Arctic.  I  wonder  why  people  think  more 
equipment  will  get  them  there  —  it  seems  less  tends  to  work  as 
well  or  better. 

Dee  Oxnard 

,  Ventura 

Dee  —  You  raise  some  interesting  points,  but  seem  inclined  to 
draw  some  unwarranted  conclusions. 

Jim  and  Hellen  Boswell  were  the  ones  who  told  us  about  the 
"Thtee  M's"  —  as  the  three  small  boats  starting  with  the  letter  'M' 
are  known.  To  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  these  three  boats 
made  it  to  New  Zealand  safely  for  the  simple  reason  they  never 
slowed  down  and  therefore  weren't  caught  in  the  storm. 

What  did  the  other  boats  out  in  the  worst  of  it  do  to  survive? 
Frankly,  we  don't  know  if  there  were  any  other  boats  out  at  the 
time  Freya  qnd  Salacia  got  nailed.  If  there  were,  we'd  love  to 
hear  from  them.  Indeed,  we'd  like  to  hear  from  anyone  who'd 
like  to  share  their  storm  strategy. 

We  agree  with  you  that  there  is  no  substitute  for  having  a 
boat  with  all  her  systems  in  order,  and  no  substitute  for  an  ad¬ 
equate  and  competent  crew.  We  also  agree  that  the  Pardeys,  the 
Carrs,  and  Bill  Sellers  are  exceptionally  fine  seaman  and 
seawomen. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  hope  you're  not  so  foolish  as  to  be 
concluding  that  these  highly  skilledfolks  and  their  fine  little  boats 
are  somehow  immune  to  damage  and/or  destruction  from  the 
sea.  Or  that  there  aren't  average  sailors  in  average  boats  who 
haven't  sailed  'round  and  'round  the  world  without  a  problem. 
The  bottom  line  —  to  our  way*  of  thinking  —  is  that  hardly  any¬ 
body  ever  needs  an  EPIRB,  but  only  a  megalomaniac  goes  off¬ 
shore  without  one. 

If  Hour  new  boat 

After  licensing  my  low-power,  high-illumination  combination 
cockpit  and  anchor  light  to  Davis  Instruments  —  they  call  it  the 
'Davis  Mega-Light'  —  Marilyn  and  I  decided  to  find  the  perfect 
cruising  boat  for  us.  Speed,  ease-of-handling,  ease-of-mainte- 
nance,  and  seaworthiness  were  all  very  important  factors.  But 
because  we  were  not  only  looking  for  a  new  boat,  but  also  a  neW 
home,  we  felt  the  most  important  factor  was  comfort.  We  ended 
up  buying  a  used  cruising  catamaran,  a  Kennex  420  to  be  ex¬ 
act,  and  thought  your  readers  might  be  interested  in  knowing 
why. 

1)  Space.  Side-by-Side  is  42  feet  long,  so  she’s  not  a  huge 
boat.  Nonetheless,  guests  are  astounded  to  discover  she  has 
six  staterooms  and  four  heads.  In  addition,  the  bridgedeck  — 
the  section  of  the  boat  connecting  both  hulls  —  has  a  large 
galley,  seating  for  10  at  the  salon  table,  and  a  great  navigation 
station.  Furthermore,  she  has  a  cockpit  that’s  15  feet  by  20 
feet,  which  includes  a  table  with  seating  for  eight,  two  sunbeds, 
and  twin  steering  stations. 

The  reason  cats  have  so  much  room  is  that  they  have  a  lot  of 
beam  and  that  the  beam  is  carried  for  almost  the  entire  length 
of  the  vessel.  At  42  feet  by  25  feet,  our  boat  has  over  1,000 
square  feet  of  deck  space  —  about  the  same  as  a  three-bed- 
room  apartment. 
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Haulouts  on  Short  Notice, 
Any  Tide 

Quality  Work  Guaranteed 

Clean,  ' 
Environmentally 
Safe, 

USCG 

Approved 

Facility 


INTERIOR  &  EXTERIOR 
UPGRADES  &  MODIFICATIONS 


Call  us  for  a  FREE  estimate 
Clipper  Yacht  Harbor  •  Sausalito 

(415)  332-5432  •  (800)  310-5432 

Flax  (415)  332-8136 


Traditional 

Craftsmanship 

• 

Modern 

Technology 

Minor  or  Major 
Maintenance  and 
Repairs  for  Boats 
of  Any  Size 
Wood  •  Fiberglass 
Aluminum  •  Steel 

For  Your  Trailerable  Boat,  Call 

SANTA  ROSA 
BOAT  CENTER 
(707)  586-7900 

Engine  &  Mechanical  Repair 
Dry  Storage 


© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 

© 


50,  70  &  100+  Ton 
Travel  Lifts  with 
maximum  25'  beam 

Hull  and  Bottom 
painting 

Custom  Stainless, 

Aluminum  &  Steel 

Fabrication  &  Welding 

Engine  Service  &  Repower 

Complete  Rigging  Shop  Includ¬ 
ing  Wooden  Masts  and  Booms 

Electrical  Installation  and 
Repairs 

In-House  Propeller  Shop 


TO  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

For  25  years  all  of  our  designs,  personnel, 
equipment  and  investment  have  been 
focused  on  being  the  best  local  loft  in 
Northern  California. 

Unsurpassed  technology 
*  Personal  attention 
•  Performance 
Durability 

Larsen  Sails 

Designed  for  Speed  -  Engineered  for  Durability 

Just  Coll.  We're  ready  to 
#  build  your  next  sail. 

(800)  347-6817 

Santa  Cruz 

Bob  White  •  Kurt  Larsen 
(408)  476-3009  •  Fax  408-479-4275 


Northern  California  Dealers 
for  the  Original.  Patented 

avest opfer?  Hard  Dodger 

As  Seen  in  Practical  Sailor 

TJ - - 1 

•  Dodgers 

•  Sail  Covers 

•  Boat  Covers 

•  Enclosures 

•  Specialty  Covers 

•  Repairs 


mb-  SEE  US  AT  PACIFIC 
.SAIL  EXPO 
BOOTH 
#149 


Rigid,  rugged  and  built  to  last! 

Call  for  more  information: 

999  W.  Cutting  Blvd.  #4,  Pt.  Richmond.  CA940B4 

[510]  234-44DD 

Tarn  Krase,  Owner 
15  Years  in  Bay  Area  Sailmaking 
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HAfcSEY 


A  worldwide  network  of 
sailmaking  professionals, 
dedicated  to  the  single 

goal  of  building  faster,  better  sails. 

v 


Now,  get  local  'service  with  global 
support.  Call  your  local  sail 
professionals  today. 


Ph  650-347-2540 
Ph  650-347-0795 
Fax  650-347-0856 

1 125  N.  Amphlett  Blvd. 
San  Mateo,  CA  94401 


Peter  Winter 
Morgan  Larson 
Patrick  Andreasen 
Joe  Rushka 
Kyle  Thomas 


Global  Reach. 
Global  Reputation. 

A  Division  of  Leading  Edge,  Inc. 


2)  Upright  Speed.  In  my  opinion,  the  'you  don't  feel  like  you're 
going  fast  unless  the  rail  is  in  the  water',  argument  for  monohulls 
is  overrated.  Folks  who  think  that's  true  should  tiy  watching 
two  rooster  tails  shooting  a  few  feet  into  the  air  from  behind  a 
catamaran.  Or  double  digits  on  the  knotmeter.  Or  feeling  the 
boat  accelerate  with  every  gust. 

3)  No  Heeling.  Here's  the  part  where  you  men  who  love  women 
want  to  pay  attention.  If  the  lady  in  your  life  doesn't  seem  to 
care  for  sailing,  see  if  chartering  a  catamaran  won't  change  her 
mind.  Face  it,  for  non- sailors,  heeling  can  be  frightening  and 
uncomfortable.  Heck,  I’ve  been  sailing  15  years  and  I  still  don't 
care  for  it.  With  catamarans,  heeling  is  virtually  nonexistent 
and  you  don't  have  to  keep  bracing  yourself  all  the  time. 

Here's  what  sold  me  on  catamarans:  During  a  catamaran 
charter  about  five  years  ago,  we  were  sailing  in  18  knots  of 
wind  and  about  five-foot  seas.  Just  prior  to  a  tack,  the  lady  who 
was  going  to  handle  the  sheets  placed  her  stemmed  wine  glass 
on  the  cockpit  table  and  did  her  job  handling  the  sheets  with- 
ouhincident.  A  few  minutes  later,  she  saw  the  wineglass  on  the 
table  and  made  an  instinctive  —  albeit  much  delayed  —  leap  to 
grab  it  before  it  spilled.  The  rest  of  us  busted  up  at  her  normal 
—  if  she'd  been  on  a  monohull  —  reaction.  We  were  quick  to 
point  out  that  the  glass  didn't  spill  when  going  through  the 
tack,  and  indeed  would  never  spill  under  normal  conditions. 

3)  Nice  Motion.  Those  prone  to  mal  de  mer  or  the  'green 
heaves'  will  also  love  catamarans.  There  are  three  main  axes  of 
motion  when  sailing:  pitching,  rolling  and  yawing.  Due  to  a 
number  of  factors,  two  of  the  three  motions  —  roll  and  yaw  — 
are  sd  drastically  reduced  on  catamarans  that  the  tendency  to 
get  sick  is  significantly  reduced.  The  only  drawback  is  that 
multihull  owners  have  to  carry  more  provisions  because  no¬ 
body  gets  too  sick  to  eat!  In  any  event,  the  more  pleasant  mo¬ 
tion  is  going  to  be  appreciated  by  my  wife  Marilyn,  who  will  be 
five  months  pregnant  when  we  start  cruising. 

4)  All  Around  Visibility.  From  the  cockpit  to  the  galley  to  the 
salon  to  the  nav.  station,  the  visibility  on  our  catamaran  is  un¬ 
restricted.  This  allows  the  crewmember  making  lunch  to  be  a 
part  of  the  conversation  in  the  cockpit.  It  allows  the  person  on 
watch  the  freedom  to  prepare  a  meal.  Ever  done  the  midnight 
to  0300  watch  on  a  cold  and  rainy  night?  It  sucks!  But  since 
you  don’t  'go  below'  in  a  cat,  you  can  be  on  watch  while  inside  a 
warm  and  dry  salon.  While  the  autopilot  drives,  you  have  im¬ 
mediate  access  to  ail  your  navigation  gear:  radios,  radar,  GPS, 
and  charts. 

5)  Redundancy.  If  one  engine  breaks  down,  we've  still  got 
the  other.  If  one  alternator  stops,  we've  got  a  second.  We  also 
have  two  independent  steering  systems. 

6)  Since  we're  soon  to  be  living  aboard  on  an  open-ended 
cruise,  the  most  important  reason  for  a  catamaran  was  because 
we  needed  our  boat  to  feel  like  home.  And  although  comfort  is 
important  for  its  own  sake,  comfort  translates  directly  into  safety. 
A  crew  that  is  comfortable,  well  fed,  warm,  and  feeling  good  will 
tend  to  make  better  decisions  if  conditions  get  dicey. 

All  right,  I  admit  it,  the  above  is  really  just  a  summary  of  the 
sales  pitch  I  made  to  my  wife  so  she'd  let  me  buy  my  dream 
boat.  But  it  worked!  So  now  we  have  a  comfortable  boat  that's 
also  a  screamer!  During  the  recent  delivery  of  Side-by-Side  from 
Annapolis  to  Fort  Lauderdale,  we  were  seeing  speeds  of  up  to 
14  knots  —  and  again,  with  no  spillage  from  the  wine  glasses. 

Marilyn  has  only  sailed  about  25  days  in  her  life,  however, 
on  our  honeymoon  last  September  she  singlehandedly  tacked 
the  boat  into  Baltimore  Harbor  with  34  knots  of  wind  dead  on 
the  nose.  That’s  how  easy  these  boats  are  to  sail! 

Ben  &  Marilyn  Siebert 
Side-By-Side 
 Kingburg,  CA 
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[]  FURUNO* 

Best  Quality... Better  Price! 


GP-30  /  GP-35 

•  8-Channel  GPS 

•  Built-in  Differential  (GP-35) 

•  350  Waypoint  Memory 

•  1000  Point  Track  Plotter 

•  Waterproof 

•  NMEA  0183  Interface 


RICH  WIPE'S  CAL-MARINE 

ELECTRONICS  CORPORATION 


SALES • 
SERVICE  • 
INSTALLATION  • 


PIER  19,  THE  EMBARCADERO 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94111 


(415)  391-7550 


ARMCHAIR  SAILOR  BOOKSTORE 


Worldwide  Charts  &  Cruising  Guides 
CHART  AGENTS  SINCE  1985 

Defense  Mapping  Agency 
National  Ocean  Service 
Canadian  Hydrographic 
Chart  Kit/BBA 
Yachtsman 
Waterproof 
Imray 

XEROX  COPIES  OF  DMA  &  NOS  CHARTS 

FOR  50%  OFF  -  READY  IN  30  SECONDS! 

# 

THOUSANDS  OF  NEW  AND  USED  BOOKS 

42  Caledonia  Street,  Sausalito,  CA  94965 
Mon-Sat  9-6  •  Sun  12-5 

Tel  415-332-7505  •  Fax  415-332-7608 

Mail  &  Phone  Order  Service 


A  Cup  News  | 


Calendar  f 


Crewilst  I 


Search  I 


mm  show  jf 

Postcards  | 

Weather  g 


Official  YRA  Race  Results 
Up  To  The  Minute  Weather 
Live  Bay  Cams 
Sailing  Trim  &  Tactics 
Racing  "ScuttleButt" 

S.F.  One  Design  Web  Sites 
S.F.  Bay  Marinas 
PHRF  Rating  Database 
Rig  Dimension  Database 
Notice  to  Mariners  Web  Site 
Grand  Prix  Sailor  Newsletter 
Racing  &  Cruising  Articles 


" . .  .So  for  those  interested  in  the  sport, 
but  not  sure  where  to  start,  or  for  those 
who  have  started  long  ago,  this  is  a  site 
to  visit." 

City  Search  web  site 


Visit  our  web  sites  at  S.F.'s 
sailing  on-line  community 


^SUPERIOR  MARINE  CANVAS  I 

www. sfsalling.com 
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OYSTER  POINT 


MARINA 


MARINA  SERVICES: 

BERTHING:  600  berths  from  26-60  ft. 

GUEST  DOCK  &  BERTHING:  Available  at  40  cents  per 
foot  per  night. 

PARK/OPEN  SPACE:  Approximately  33  acres  of  park 
and  open  space  with  trails  and  promenades. 

SWIMMING  BEACH:  2.5  acres  of  beach. 

FISHING  PIER:  A  300'  concrete  fishing  pier. 

LAUNCH  RAMP:  Two-lane  concrete  ramp  with  parking 
for  70  boat  trailers  and  cars. 

RESTROOMS  AND  HOT  SHOWERS:  Public  restrooms 
and  private  restrooms  with  showers. 

24-HOUR  SECURITY 

PUMP-OUT  FACILITY:  Located  on  the  fuel  dock. 
CANVAS  SHOP:  Custom  and  Repair 

•  COMMODORE  DINING  EVENTS  • 

Lunch  &  Dinner  Cruises  aboard  the  Cabernet  Commodore 
Call  (925)  256-4000 

OYSTER  POINT  YACHT  CLUB  (650)  873-5166 


FOR  INFORMATION  CALL 
650/952-0808 

www.smharbor.com 


1 


PAINT  YOUR  BOTTOM 
WITH  THE  LEADER! 


Svendsen's 

Marine 

510-522-7860 


Distributed  By: 

Coast 

Distribution 

800-538-7573 


Mercury 
Marine  Mart 

415-475-7070 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 

800-746-3995 

NAUTICAL  PAINT 

A  Division  of  X  .Interlux  Yacht  Finishes 


•  HIGHEST  COPPER  IN 
ALL  COLORS  OF  ANY 
LEADING  BRAND 

•  LOWEST  PRICES  OF  ANY 
LEADING  BRAND 

•  BEST  INDEPENDENT 
PERFORMANCE  RATINGS 


OF  ANY  LEADING 
BRAND  (Based  on 
Powerboat  Reports/ Practical 
Sailor  1996,  1997,  1998) 


LOOSE  LIPS 


Eight  bells. 

Three  men  prominent  in  local  and  international  sailing  passed 
away  recently.  Our  condolences  go  out  to  their  loved  ones. 

Jim  Mizell  died  unexpectedly  in  early  January  of  a  heart 
attack.  He  was  57.  Born  and  raised  in  Marin  County,  Mizell 
started  sailing  early  in  life.  He  owned  a  series  of  boats,  but  will 
probably  be  best  remembered  for  his  actively  raced  Smith  43 
High  Risk,  whose  design  he  commissioned  back  in  the  late  ‘80s. 
Among  many  honors  earned  with  the  boat,  Mizell  and  his  crew 
successfully  defended  the  Lipton  Cup  four  times.  In  ‘real  life,’ 
Jim  was  a  high-powered  and  successful  insurance  executive. 
“Sailing  was  his  escape,”  said  Diane  Warner  Mizell,  his  wife  of 
25  years. 

Joe  Milano  “sailed  away”  on  January  8  after  a  six-month 
battle  with  pancreatic  cancer.  He  was  69.  Milano  was  also  raised 
locally,  but  his  passion  in  his  early  years  was  baseball.  He  be¬ 
came  a  star  player  whose  name  was  inducted  into  the  Jefferson 
High  School  (Daly  City)  Hall  of  Fame.  He  was  also  an  expert 
skiier  and  taught  the  sport  for  25  years.  He  began  sailing  sev¬ 
eral  decades  ago  and  eventually  made  a  career  for  himself  in 
yacht  sales.  For  the  last  20  years,  he  was  involved  in  boat  sales 
through  Sail  California,  Gorman  Yachts,  and  his  own  broker¬ 
age,  Milano  Yachts.  Ed  was  a  member  of  the  Encinal  YC  and 
asked  that,  in  lieu  of  flowers,  donations  be  sent  to  the  Encinal 
YC  Junior  Program. 

Ellwood  Widmer  ‘Skip’  Etchells  passed  away  four  days  be¬ 
fore  Christmas  at  Memorial  Hospital  in  Easton,  Maryland.  The 
influential  designer,  builder  and  sailor  was  87.  Etchells  is  prob¬ 
ably  best  known  for  the  enduring  one-design  that  bears  his 
name,  the  International  Etchells  (formerly  called  the  Etchells 
22).  That  boat  was  born  in  a  1965  competition  to  And  a  new 
three-man  boat  for  the  Olympics.  In  a  bit  of  politicking,  the 
prototype  E-22  won  18  of  23  European  trials  in  a  two-year  pe¬ 
riod,  but  was  passed  over  in  favor  of  the  Soling. 

Etchells  was  an  expert  racer  in  his  own  right.  With  his  wife 
Mary  as  crew,  he  won  the  Star  Worlds  in  1951.  It  remains  the 
only  husband/wife  team  —  and  Mary  remains  the  only  woman 
crew  —  ever  to  attain  that  lofty  title.  The  family  asked  that  any 
memorial  contributions  be  sent  to  the  Junior  Sailing  Program 
of  the  Tred  Avon  Yacht  Club,  100  W.  Strand,  Oxford,  Maryland 
21654. 

Kudos  to  Crowley.  * 

The  Crowley  American  Transport  ship  Sea  Wolf  was  awarded 
the  1998  International  Rescue  at  Sea' Award  in  October  for  the 
rescue  last  April  of  six  people  off  a  disabled  sailboat. 

The  incident  occurred  280  miles  southeast  of  Cape  Hatteras. 
The  34-ft  sloop  Alegra  put  out  a  distress  call  and  Sea  Wolf  was 
one  of  several  ships  to  divert  for  assistance.  The  rescue  itself 
was  dicey.  In  gale-force  winds  and  seas  as  high  as  30  feet, 
Captain  Gary  de  Vries  and  his  crew  had  to  maneuver  the  652- 
foot  ship  into  a  position  where  they  could  effect  rescue  without 
destroying  the  yacht.  JK s  sometimes  happens  in  such  instances, 
soon  after  the  ship  stopped  to  windward,  the  yacht  was  ‘sucked’ 
against  her  side.  As  the  rolling  sailboat’s  mast  slammed 
repeatedly  against  the  side  of  the  ship,  AlegrcC s  crew  scrambled 
one  by  one  to  safety. 

Crowley  American  Transport  is  a  subsidiary  of  Oakland-based 
Crowley  Maritime  Corp,  which  was  founded  in  1892. 

,  j 

Hug  of  the  Bud  Man.  .  N 

This  just  in  from  the  America  True  gang  down  in  Auckland: 
"Grinder  Greg  Burrell  became  a  proud  father  this  week  when 
his  wife  Maggie  gave  birth  to  the  couple’s  first  child,  Benjamin 
Myron  Burrell.  The  catalyst  (after  Greg,  of  course)  was  a  hug 
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AL'S  MARINE  &  RV 

635  Bair  Island  Road,  Suite  106 
Redwood  City,  CA  94063 

650*364*0288 

Fax  650-365-4188 


i Johnson 


4-Stroke  Engines  Now  in  Stock! 
6hp  •  8hp  •  9.9hp  •  15hp  •  70hp 


Largest  Johnson  inventory  in 
Northern  California  -  ON  SALE  NOW! 

Complete  Line  of  Small  Saltwater 
Sailboat/Dinghy  Engines 

Long  Shafts 
High  Thrust  •  Alternator 

Sales  •  Service  •  Parts 

Aluminum  and 
Fiberglass  Boats 

"We  buy  and  sell  used 
boats  and  motors" 

-  call  for  latest  arrivals  - 


New:  www.outboardmotorshop.com 

THE  OUTBOARD  MOTOR  SHOP 

2050  Clement  Avenue  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  865-9500 


5J\ILinG 

since  1980 


REDWOOD  CITY 

LESSONS  - 

Complete  ASA 
certification 
CHARTER  - 
Sailboats  22 '  to  43' 
CLUB- 
Unlimited  usage, 
instruction,  activities  & 
more 

SAILING 

VACATIONS  -Flotilla 
trips  and  private  bookings 


(650)  363-1390 


Redwood  City  Marina 


TheMoorings* 


Join  us  in 
Paradise 

Upcoming  Trips  '99 

'  7  ' 

Tahiti  -  April  15-29 
Turkey -Sept.  8-19 
BVI  -  Nov.  30-Dec.  12 


The  best  sailing  vacations  start  here! 
Let  us  help  you! 


MOUNTAIN  VIEW  sailing  classes  - 

- - - - 1 -  14  Dinghies 

(650)  965-7474  KIDS.  sailing 

CAMP  -  Mon.-Fri., 
ages  9-15 

WINDSURFING  - 

Lessons  &  Rentals 
KAYAKING  - 
Lessons  &  Rentals 
RENTALS  - 
Sailboats,  sailboards, 
kayaks,  canoes  & 
pedalboats 

Shoreline  Lake  in  Mountain  View  LAKESIDE  CAFE  - 


AMERICAN  SAILING  ASSOCIATION 


Patio  Dining  by  the  Lake 


AUTHORIZED 

TRAINING 

FACILITY 


Open  7  days  a  week 


CALL  FOR  FREE  BROCHURE... 

650  363-1390 


www.  spinnakersailing,  com 

Where  it's  WARMER! 
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BOAT  INSURANCE  ONLY! 

Whether  you're  thinking  about  purchasing  a  new  boat  or 
your  current  boat  policy  is  coming  up  for  renewal,  call 
TWIN  RIVERS  MARINE  INSURANCE  AGENCY 
for  a  quote  today. 

WE  SHOP  THE  MARKET  FOR  YOU 

We  have  many  marine  insurance  companies  to 
choose  from.  This  means  the  lowest  possible  rate 
and  the  most  comprehensive  policy. 

Agreed  value,  all  risk  policies  •  Worldwide  coverage 
available  •  No  boat  too  large  or  small 

■  INSURANCE  AGENCY  ^ 


Call  Gary  Clausen  or  Bob  Wilkerson  today 

Northern  California's  Marine  Insurance  Specialists 
Located  at  the  Antioch  Marina 

I  800-259-5701 

(925)  777-2171  •  Fax  (925)  779-1749 

7  Marina  Plaza,  Antioch,  CA  94509  •  email  twinrvrs@pacbell.net 
LIC  #  OA6901 1   — 


Escape  Key. 


Join  Us! 


It  doesn't  look  at  all  like  an  ordinary  key,  nor  is  it  the  key  to  an 
ordinary  place. 

Oakland  Yacht  Club  provides  a  boating  environment  for  you,  your 
family,  and  your  friends  to  really  enjoy  life.  We've  gone  far  beyond 
most  clubs  to  provide  the  most  accessible,  well-appointed,  and 
affordable  club  in  the  Bay  Area. 

OYC  members  have  a  reputation  for  being 
friendly,  fun,  and  helpful,  as  evidenced  by 
our  busy  social  and  cruising  schedule. 

See  for  yourself  what  you've  been 
missing.  Feel  welcome  to  borrow  a  key 
for  the  evening  or  a  weekend.  Call  our 
office  staff  for  information  and 
reservations. 


^Oakland 
Yacht 
Club 


1101  Pacific  Marina 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  522-6868 
Fax:  (510)  522-7378 


http://wvm.serve.com/oaklndyc/ 


LOOSE  LIPS 


from  Buddy  Melges.  Maggie's  water  broke  following  the  hug, 
and  she  asked  Leslie  Egnot  to  advise.  'Call  your  doctor!'  Leslie 
ordered.  Four  hours  later,  Benjamin  greeted  the  world  in  per¬ 
fect  health,  weighing  six  pounds, 
eleven  ounces.  The  rest  of  the  team 
got  updates  while  watching  the 
movie  Austin  Powers,  International 
Man  of  Mystery.  Leslie,  who  spoke 
with  Greg,  reported  that  Maggie 
was  feeding  and  laughing.  Greg 
was  in  a  state  of  shock,  so  we  gave 
him  a  day  off  from  training." 

Just  the  facts,  ma'am.  , 

One  designs  comprised  54% 
(151  boats)  of  the  record-breaking 
fleet  of  277  boats  at  last  month’s 
Yachting  Key  West  Race  Week.  Last 
year,  52%  were  one  designs.  The 
biggest  class  remains  the  Melges 
24s  (50  boats),  followed  by  the  Mumm  30s  (27).  Nearly  half  the 
fleet  are  returning  entries  from  1998.  In  all,  31  states  are  rep¬ 
resented,  with  Florida  topping  the  list  at  29  entries.  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  (22)  and  Maryland  (21)  were  runners-up.  Top  homeports 
were  Annapolis  and  Chicago  (14  each),  followed  by  Newport,  RI 
(13).  Charters’  make  up  13%  (35  boats)  of  the  fleet,  down  from 
14%  in  '98.  The  oldest  boat  at  Key  West  was  built  in  1971. 
Some  22%  of  the  helmsmen  are  not  owners  (down  from  27%  in 
'98).  And,  in  a  particularly  revealing  statistic,  66%  of  the  en¬ 
trants  list  an  email  address,  up  dramatically  from  36%  in  '97 
and  55%  in  '98. 

The  limeys  were  right. 

In  the  February  ‘99  issue  of  Better  Nutrition  magazine  Dr. 
Matthias  Rath  makes  the  observation  that  “heart  disease  is  early- 
stage  scurvy.”  He  notes  that  heart  attacks  are  almost  unknown 
in  animals  because  they  manufacture  their  own  Vitamin  C.  We, 
on  the  other  hand,  get  it  only  from  foods  and  supplements. 
According  to  the  good  doctor,  “People  get  enough  ascorbic  acid 
(Vitamin  C)  to  prevent  overt  scurvy,  but  not  enough  to  keep 
’’  arteries  healthy.”  Supplementary  C,  he  says,  can  reverse  some 
of  the  artery  breakdown  and  fatty  deposits  which  lead  to  all 
sorts  of  nasty  maladies.  You  history  buffs  will  note  that  full-on 
scurvy,  once  prevalent  among  crews  of  ships  at  sea  for  long 
periods  of  time,  was  overcome  on  British  ships  by  having  the 
crews  suck  regularly  on  limes,  which  are  rich  in  ascorbic  acid. 
Eventually,  British  sailors  came  to  be  known  as  ‘limejuicers,’ 
which  in  time  was  shortened  to  just  ‘limey’  and  expanded  in 
meaning  to  include  any  British  subject. 

Sex  of  one,  half  a  dozen  of  the  other. 

One  of  those  endless  lists  that  inundate  our  email  every  day 
included  “Some  interesting  meorabilia  from  a  new  BBC  televi¬ 
sion  program  called  In  the  Animal  World.”  The  more,  uh,  in¬ 
triguing  of  these  were  just  aquatic  enough  to  include  here. 

1 .  A  barnacle  has  a  penis  20  times  the  length  of  its  body. 

2.  Some  female  parasitic  worms  and  barnacles  have  live-in 
lovers;  the  males  being  reduced  to  mere  sacs  containing  glands. 

4.  The  male  paper  nautilus  has  a  detachable  penis  that  swims 
around  and  searches  out  a  female. 

4.  The  female  hatchet  fish  has  such  trouble  finding  a  mate 
that  once  she  does,  that  male  becomes  fused  to  her  body  for¬ 
ever. 

As  far  as  we  know,  there  are  no  plans  to  air  the  series  here 
in  the  colonies. 


Greg  hnd  Maggie  Burrell. 
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Standup  Toggle 


Flat  Plate  Coupler 


§§  Car  Coupler 


Hi-Beam  Slide 
Bolt  Track 


Control 

Blocks 


End 

Controls 


Swivel  Ears 


We  Keep  Rolling  Along 

in  1980,  Harken  introduced  the  first  thermoplastic  recirculating  | 
ball  bearing  traveling  system.  It  was  an  instant  hit.  No  longer  did  | 
sailors  have  to  kick  their  traveler  car  to  make  it  move.  Instead.  I 
Torlon  ball  bearings  rode  directly  in  semicircular  races  on  the  | 
sides  of  the  track.  The  cars  rolled  freely,  even  under  high  non-  j 
vertical  and  twisting  loads. 

Numerous  modular  components  have  been  added  to  this  original! 
system  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  versatile  on  the  market.  Today; 
racers  and  cruisers  worldwide  customize  their  Harken  travelers./ 

Whether  you’re  a  hot  shot  racer,  a  blue  water  cruiser,  or  some¬ 
where  in  between,  you  can  design  a  Harken  traveler  system  to 
suit  your  sailing  style. 

Customize  Your  Traveler 

•  Traveler  end  controls  and  control  blocks  increase  purchase 
power  from  2:1  to  6:1  on  small,  mid-range  and  big  boats 

•  Low  profile  control  blocks  allow  greater  movement  in  the 
mainsheet  system 

•  Bolt  slide  track  for  mid-range. and  big  boats  mounts 

without  drilling  new  holes  r 

;y  '''  .. 

•  Dodger  blocks  route  traveler  control  lines  from 
risers  to  cabin  top 

: 

•  Stand-up  toggles  hold  blocks  upright 


1251  E.  Wisconsin  Avenue  •  Pewaukee,  Wl  USA  53072  •  Tel:  414-691-3320*  Fax:  41 4-691-3008  •  Web:  http://www.harken.com  •  Email:  harken@harken.com 
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WOMEN 


LOOSE  LIPS 


ON  THE 


WATER 


Learn  to  sail  at  Cass’  Marina  with  Kimberly  Parsons 
and  Barbara  Fredericks,  US  Sailing  certified  instruc¬ 
tors.  Our  most  popular  courses  taught  by  women 
for  women.  We  guarantee  you’ll  learn  to  sail  and 
you’ll  have  fun  doing  it! 


SAILING 


&  U.S.  Sailing  Basic  Keelboat  Certification. 

Includes  6  -  3K  hour  lessons  on  boats  22’  to  27,'  an  all  day 
skipper  sail,  textbook,  wet  weather  gear  and  membership 
to  US  Sailing  -  $700. 


Jk  U.S.  Sailing  Cruising  and  Bareboat  Certification. 

Includes  dockside  and  on  the  water  hands-on  experience 
on  boats  up  to  35'  with  wheel  and  inboard  engines.  We 
will  cover  everything  from  the  basics  of  cruising  to 
understanding  your  responsibilities  as  a  bareboat 
charter  customer  -  $400. 


Sign  up  for  Greece  now! 
May  29,  1999 


1702  Bridgeway  (at  Napa  St.)  in  Sausalito. 


Find  us  on  the  Web  -  http://www.cassmarina.com 


CASS’  MARINA 

(415)  332-6789 


Honeymoon  antics. 


This  is  Steve  and  Alex  Wines  of  Sausalito  taking  some  time 
out  from  skiing  to  enjoy  their  favorite  pulp  fiction.  (Okay,  there’s 
some  occasional  non-fiction  pulp,  too.) 


Alex  and  Steve  Wines  on  the  slopes  somewhere  In  Switzerland. 


Anyway,  they’re  not  posing  at  Disneyland.  That  is  the  actual 
Matterhorn  behind  them.  Come  warmer  weather,  look  for  the 
couple  out  sailing  the  local  race  courses  —  and  hopefully  still 
enjoying  their  monthly  pulp. 

The  magic  number. 

The  following  press  release  was  issued  by  Paul  Cayard  on 
January  24,  during  training  exercises  in  Auckland: 

"AmericaOne's  first  America's  Cup  yacht  has  been  issued 
number  USA  49  by  Ken  McAlpine,  Technical  Director  of  the 
International  America's  Cup  Class.  USA  49  was  also  the  num¬ 
ber  of  our  first  12  meter. in  the  1987  America's  Cup  Challenge 
on  behalf  of  the  St.  Francis  YC.  I  often  think  back  to  that  chal¬ 
lenge  and  the  competitive  spirit  of  my  friend  and  skipper  Tom 
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[SAIL  A  SMALL) 
BOAT  BAY 

be  our  guest  at  the 
RICHMOND  YACHT  CLUB 
for  FREE  rides 
in  centerboard  sailboats 


\  free  [\ 

\  March  6, 1999  \ 


SMALL  BOAT  RACING  ASSOCIATION 
_ (510)  232-6310 _ 


Alameda  Prop  <&  Machine 

ct  the  Srand  Marine  Marine  Center 

(510)522-7899  (800)774-7899 


http://www.marinepropellers.com 


Anchoring  Systems 


Sizing  Sales  Repair 
Fixed  Folding  Feathering 


"We  're  on  the  Water " 


AUXILIARY  REBUILD  SPECIALS 


Need  a  dinghy 
or  kicker ? 


Youi  Assurance  ol 
Sales  and  Service 
Excellence 


We  can  replace,  repair 
or  rebuild  almost  any  of 
your  boat's  mechanical 
systems.  From  engines 
and  generators  to  ma¬ 
rine  heads.  We  have  the 
expertise,  products  and 
prices  to  upgrade  your 
boat  and  save  you 
money! 


l!l=LMUh'J 

f outboards! 


SEA-POWER 


marine 


333  Kennedy  St.,  Oakland,  CA  94606  •  ww.sea-power.com 

(510)  533-9290  •  Fax  (510)  534-0908 


Also  available;  Seaward  23  and  Fox  1 9,  both  with  unstayed  carbon  fiber  masts. 
All  models  also  available  with  deep  heel.  Call  for  more  info. 

THE  SAILING  LIFE™  New  and  Used  Sailboats 
Ph.503-289-6306  •  Ph.800-763-1445  •  Fax  503-289-7507 
260  NE  Tomahawk  Island  Drive,  Portland,  Oregon  97217  •  entail  sailinglif@aol.coni 
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LOOSE  LIPS 


ONE  DAY  ONLY! 

WE  PAY 
THE  TAX 

NT 


February  20 
8  am-  12  pm 
ONLY! 


Limited  to  Stock  on  Hand 


22  West  Marine 

We  make  boating  more  funT 


Blackaller  and  his  refusal  to  bow  to  overwhelming  hurdles  in 
his  path.  Further  back,  those  who  came  to  California  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  Gold  Rush  of  1849  faced  many  challenges  and  per¬ 
sonal  sacrifices.  They  were  called  the  49er's.  The  tradition  of 
that  spirit,  which  is  at  the  core  of  the  founding  of  the  state  of 
California,  is  carried  into  battle  every  year  by  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  football  team  of  the  same  name. 

'Tom  Blackaller  and  I  were  both  born  and  raised  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Our  sailing  talents  are  products  of  the  waters  of  entire 
Bay  and  those  against  whom  we  sailed.  We  each  represented 
San  Francisco  all  over  the  world  for  over  30  years  at  the  top  of 
our  sport,  each  at  our  own  time.  As  in  1987  for  Tom,  AmericaOne 
is  for  me,  my  chance  to  put  on  my  best  performance  for  my 
home  town.  Needless  to  say,  I  am  motivated.  At  AmericaOne  we 
halve  faced  and  still  do  face  many  challenges.  We  have  put  for¬ 
ward  considerable  personal  sacrifice  in  pursuit  of  our  goal  —  to 
win  the  America's  Cup  and  bring  it  home. 

"It  is  fitting  that  our  boat  be  numbered  USA  49." 

\ 

First  Planet  Hollywood,  now  this. 

A  new  website  specifically  for  owners  of  Catalina  boats  was 
recently  launched.  Called  Planet  Catalina,  the  address  of  this 
lively  new  site  is  www.planetcat.net  Check  it  out! 

Kicks  just  keep  getting  harder  to  find. 

As  we  went  to  press,  crowds  of  over  hundred  people  waved 
goodbye  to  Dutchman  Hans  Bouscholte  and  his  French  crew 
Gerard  Navarin  as  they  set  off  for  a  TransAtlantic  crossing  from 
Dakar  to  Guadeloupe.  Hopefully,  the  duo  is  on  their  way  to  the 
world  record  —  crossing  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  less  than  18 
days  and  22  hours.  .  .  in  an  open  19-foot  catamaran,  without 
assistance. 

The  red  custom  19-foot  Nacra  Inter  was  launched  into  al¬ 
most  perfect  conditions.  A  twenty-knot  northeasterly  wind  took 
the  pair  towards  the  starting  line,  just  off  the  Island  of  Goree 
(the  former  slave  island  off  the  African  coast).  The  official  start 
time  of  12.34  GMT  was  recorded  by  Commandant  De  Baelman, 
commander  of  the  French  troops  in  Senegal,  and  will  be  ratified 
by  the  World  Sailing  Speed  Record  Council. 

If  all  goes  well,  the  team  hopes  to  break  the  world  record  set 
in  1986  by  Frenchman  Daniel  Pradel  and  Australian  Tony 
Laurent,  by  anything  up  to  three  days.  Circumstances  permit¬ 
ting,  Bouscholte  will  have  contact  with  the  press  centre  in  Hol¬ 
land  via  the  satellite  telephone  once  a  day.  The  latest  news, 
updates  and  their  position  will  be  posted  daily  on  their  website, 
www.bouscholte.com.  . 

Gee,  didn’t  I  crew  in  your  lap  pool  once? 

Old  sailboat  molds  don’t  always  just,  well,  moulder  away  in 
some  dusty  warehouse.  Take,  for  example,  the  Santa  Cruz  33 
mold.  All  it  took  was  a  little  glass  here  and  there  and  it  now 
serves  duty  in  somebody’s  backyard  as  an  above-ground  swim¬ 
ming  pool.  The  owner  even  has  a  nice  deck  built  around  it,  and 
the  colored  cove  and  bootstripe  marks  make  nifty  lane  .mark¬ 
ers.  Or  so  we’ve  heard. 


2200  Livingston  Street 
Oakland,  CA 

(510)  532-5230 


If  the  truth  be  known.  .  . 

Among  the  newsletters  we  get  from  class  associations  is  The 
Typhooner.  As  the  subhead  goes  on  to  explain,  The  Typhooner 
is  “a  newsletter  for  owners  of  Cape  Dory  Typhoon  sailboats, 
and  other  Cape  Doty  sailboats,  as  well  as  for  those  who  want  to 
own  one,  and  those  who  once  owned  one,  and  now  realize  that 
selling  the  neat  little  boat  they  had  was  the  biggest  mistake  of 
their  lives.” 
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Get  £2The  West  Advantage 

Value  Priced-Value  Packed! 


i^The  West 
Advantage 

Selection 

Over  38,000  products  in  our 
inventory— plus  more  avnilable 
from  over  1,000  vendors  by 
special  order! 

Service 

Friendly,  knowledgeable  staff. 
We're  boaters  too! 

Value 

The  right  prices  every  day  on 
the  items  you  want  most. 

Convenience 

Shop  by  phone,  fax  or  online 
at  www.westmarine.com/  or 
at  over  200  store  locations 
nationwide. 

Guarantee 

Every  purchase  is  backed 
by  our  famous  No  Hassle 
money-back  guarantee. 


On-mike 

channel 

selection 


3-year  warranty 
includes  water  damage 


Large,  easy-to-read  LCD 
channel/status  display 


NOAA  Weather  Alert 
keeps  you  informed  of 
emergency  broadcasts 


Programmable 
scanning  with 
convenient  step- 
scan  feature 


J 


Backlit  keypad  is 
easy  to  use  night 
dc 


or  day 


Built-in  3  watt 
PA  circuit 


West  Marine  Aurora  Plus  VHF 


A  reliable  VHF  radio  is  a  must  for  safety 
on  the  water.  Our  Aurora  Plus  VHF  is 
built  to  combine  superior  performance 
with  convenience  features  that  make  it 
easy  to  use. 

Protected  from  the  marine  environment 
by  extensive  gasketing,  it  carries  a 
3-year  warranty  that  covers  water  dam¬ 
age.  In  addition,  you'll  appreciate 
its  large,  easy-to-operate  controls  and 
backlit  keypad  and  LCD  channel  display. 


To  kbep  track  of  what's  going  on,  pro¬ 
gram  the  channels  you  want  to 
listen  to  and  the  Aurora  Plus  scans 
them  automatically. 

Compare  the  features,  then  compare 
the  price.  You  won't  find  a  better 
VHF  value! 


Model  179468 


159 


99 


The  West  Advantage  is  available  at  these  locations  -  call  1  -800-BOATING  for  the  store  near  you! 


Honolulu  . 1 1  1  Sand  Is.  Access  Rd . 808-845-9900 

Oakland  . 2200  Livingston  St . 510-532-5230 

^^Yoakland  Bargain  Center . 2200  Livingston  St . 510-532-5230 

Palo  Alto  . 850  San  Antonio  Rd . 650-494-6660 

Redding  . 2607  Bechellf  Ln . 530-226-1400 

Sacramento  . 9500  Micron  Ave . 916-366-3300 


San  Jose . . . 375C  Saratoga  Ave . 408-246-1 147 

Santa  Cruz . 2450  17th  Ave . 408-476-1800 

Sausalito  . 295  Harbor  Dr . 41 5-332-0202 

San  Francisco..., . 101  Townsend  St . 415-543-3035 

S.  San  Francisco . 608  Dubuque  Ave . 650-873-4044 

Stockton . 1810  Field  Ave . 209-464-2922 


£2  West  Marine 

We  make  boating  more  fun! 


/ 
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SIGHTINGS 


america’s  cup  update 

With  just  over  a  year  before  the  30th  America's  Cup  gets  underway 
in  Auckland  on  February  26,  2000,  the  game  is  definitely  afoot.  Fifteen 
challengers  from  nine  countries  are  still  officially  in  the  hunt,  though 
that  number  will  dwindle  to  nearer  a  dozen  in  the  near  future  (Hong 
Kong  and  Russia  should  be  next  to  go) .  The  obvious  question  is  "Who's 
at  the  top  of  the  food  chain?" 

Rod  Davis,  coach  of  the  Italian  Prada  team,  offered  his  personal 
opinions  in  the  December  '98  Seahorse.  Using  a  matrix  which  takes 
into  account  sailing  ability,  funding,  design  and  the  all-important  'X- 
factor'  (his  gut  feelings),  Davis  came  up  with  the  following  rankings:  1) 
TeamNZ,  19  points;  2)  AmericaOne,  17;  3)  New  York  Yacht  Club,  16;  4) 
(tie)  America  True  and  Aloha  Racing,  14;  6)  (tie)  Switzerland  and  Ja¬ 
pan,  13;  8)  Team  Dennis  Conner,  11;  9)  Australia/Syd  Fisher,  9.  All 
other  challengers  rated  lower,  and  as  such  aren't  deemed  to  be  com¬ 
petitive.  Citing  a  conflict  of  interest,  Davis  didn't  include  Pradd,  defi¬ 
nitely  a  top  contender,  in  his  analysis. 

Gary  Jobson,  lately  an  editor  at  large  of  Sailing  World,  served  up  his 
prognostications  in  their  February  issue.  His  picks,  in  order,  for  the 
'first  tier'  are:  1)  NYYC;  2)  Prada;  3)  Japan;  and  4)  AmericaOne.  Jn  the 
'second  tier',  Jobson  places:  5)  Spain;  6)  Aloha  Racing;  7)  Australia;  8) 
America  True;  9)  Team  Dennis  Conner,  10)  France;  11)  Switzerland; 
12)  Team  Caribbean;  and  13)  Great  Britain.  In  the  'third  tier',  we  find: 
14)  UC  de  Cannes /France;  15)  Russia;  and  16)  Hong  Kong.  Jobson 
picks  New  Zealand  to  retain  the  Cup,  and  ends  his  article  on  a  dis¬ 
couraging  note  —  "at  the  moment,  American  prospects  are  not  strong." 

Here's  a  quick  look  at  what's  going  on  with  each  of  the  five  remain¬ 
ing  American  challengers: 

Team  Dennis  Conner  [www.cortez-racing.coni)  —  In  early  Janu¬ 
ary,  Peter  Holmberg's  cash-starved  Team  Caribbean  was  absorbed  by 
Dennis  Conner's  low-profile  America's  Cup  syndicate.  "Faced  with  hit¬ 
ting  a  wall,  and  the  reality  of  going  down  with  an  underfunded  cam¬ 
paign,  we  decided  to  merge  our  efforts  with  Team  Dennis  Conner,"  said 
Holmberg,  the  #5  match  racer  in  the  world.  "He  needs  us,  the  syndi¬ 
cate  we've  built,  our  sponsors  and  our  talent  —  and  we  need  him  to 
make  the  Cup.  It's  a  win-win  situation." 

Holmberg  will  sail  in  the  afterguard  of  Conner's  new  Stars  &  Stripes, 
a  R/P  design  to  be  built  by  New  England  Boat  Works  in  Portsmouth, 
RI,  the  same  outfit  that  built  Conner's  W-60  Toshiba.  Meanwhile,  two- 
time  Rolex  winner  Ken  Read  has  been  recruited  to  drive  the  new  boat, 
which  should  be  ready  in  early  summer  despite  their  late  start.  Conner 
has  gone  on  the  record  saying  that  Prada  and  the  NYYC  are  the  syndi¬ 
cates  to  beat,  and  that  his  program  is  "about  as  far  ahead  as  the  other 
challengers,  and  quietly  moving  ahead."  Look  for  more  announcements 
from  this  camp  soon. 

AmericaOne  ( www.ac2000.org )  —  Paul  Cayard  and  his  minions 
are  currently  in  Auckland,  halfway  through  an  intensive  two-month 
training  program  on  the  Hauraki  Gulf.  Their  spirits  are  high,  no  doubt 
bolstered  by  Davis's  positive  assessment  in  the  last  Seahorse.  They've 
been  sailing  their  trial  horse  OneAustralia  in  skirmishes  against  America 
True,  the  Swiss  and  the  Italians,  apparently  with  good  results. 

The  ’A’  team,  according  to  a  recent  email  from  Terry  Hutchinson,  is 
currently  Paul  Cayard  (skipper),  John  Kostecki  (tactician),  Hutchinson 
(mainsheet),  Carter  Perrin  (traveller),  Sean  Clarkson  (mainsheet  caddy), 
Morgan  Trubovich  and  Moose  McClintock  (jib  trimmers),  Josh  Belsky 
(pit),  Billy  Bates  (mast),  Ralph  Steitz  (mid-bow),  Curtis  Blewett  (bow) 
and  grinders  Paul  Tiny'  Larkin,  Phil  'Golden  Bear'  Trinter,  Mark  Keegan 
and  Matt  Welling.  "I'm  surrounded  by  Olympic,  World  and  Whitbread 
champions!"  writes  Terry. 

While  the  team  is  gelling  Down  Under,  the  first  of  their  two  Bruce 
Nelson-designed  boats  began  taking  shape  in  early  January  at  West¬ 
erly  Marine  in  Costa  Mesa.  A  June  finish  date  is  projected.  The  second 
boat  will  follow  close  on  its  heels,  approximately  two  to  three  months 
later.  After  sailing  off  Long  Beach  for  the  summer,  the  whole  show  will 
be  packed  up  and  sent  to  New  Zealand  in  time  for  the  Louis  Vuitton 
continued  on  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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tragic 

Every  boater  in  history  has  overshot  a 
lauding  at  some  time  or  another.  Ninety- 
nine  percent  of  the  time,  such  bungled 
maneuvers  damage  no  more  than  a  little 
gelcoat,  pier  planking  or  ego.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  there  was  a  recent  case  where 
overshooting  a  dock  was  blamed  for  two 
people  being  severely  hurt,  and  another 
person  being  killed  —  at  Disneyland,  of 
all  places. 

We're  talking;  of  course,  about  .the 
freak  Christmas  eve  accident  that  took  the 
life  of  a  39-year-old  Washington  man  and 
injured  his  43-year-old  wife. 


SIGHTINGS 


kingdom 


cup  update  —  cont’d 


It  happened  when  the  'sailing  ship' 
Columbia  was  pulling  up  to  the  dock  in 
Frontierland  to  discharge  passengers. 
When  the  dockline  was  thrown  over  a  for¬ 
ward  cleat,  instead  of  stopping  the  ship 
(which  runs  on  an  underwater  track), 
when  the  line  went  taut,  it  ripped  a  cleat 
out  and  whipped  through  the  air  into  the 
crowd  waiting  to  board  the  ship.  The  8- 
pound  cleat  struck  both  Luan  Phi  Dawson 
and  his  wife  Lieu  Thuy  Vuong  in  the  head. 
The  impact  was  so  severe  that  it  actually 
ripped  off  part  of  Dawson's  jaw.  He  died 

continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 


Cup  (the  beginning  of  the  challenger  trials)  in  October. 

America  True  ( www.americatrue.org )  —  Snow  is  falling  and  the 
heaters  are  cranking  up  at  Jim  Betts’  Lake  Tahoe  shop,  where  America 
True's  Phil  Kaiko  design  is  now  being  laid  up.  A  late  May  completion 
date  is  anticipated,  after  which  the  boat  will  be  rolled  down  the  hill  to 
a  christening  ceremony  —  probably  on  the  trailer  at  True's  Pier  17 
headquarters  —  before  loading  onto  a  ship  for  New  Zealand. 

The  True  team,  meanwhile,  has  been  sailing  their  trial  horse,  Tag 
Heuer,  in  Auckland  since  early  December  and  will  continue  to  do  so 
until  the  end  of  March.  "We’re  making  huge  gains  everyday,"  claimed 
skipper  Dawn  Riley.  The  team  will  participate  in  the  mini-America's 
Cup  regatta  at  the  end  of  February,  an  optional  dress  rehearsal  hosted 
by  Team  New  Zealand  in  their  two  equalized  ‘black  magic’  boats,  in- 

continued  on  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


|  Auld  mugging  for  the  camera  (clockwise  from 
j  here)  —  Kostecki  and  ‘AmericaOne’  crew  sail 
anatomically  correct  1/3  scale  model  of  IACC 
on  San  Diego  Bay;  New  York  YC  originally  used 
Dickson ’s  old  ‘Tag  Heuer’  for  a  trial  horse,  now 
the  Farr  design  is  doing  duty  for  ‘America  True’; 
there 's  never  a  dull  moment  in  ‘True’s  cockpit. 
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tragic 


eluding  NZL  32,  the  boat  that  won  the  cup  for  New  Zealand  in  1995. 

True's  afterguard  consists  of  skipper  Riley,  John  Cutler,  Gavin  Brady 
and  Leslie  Egnot.  The  current  crew  consists  of  four  trimmers  (David 
Armitage,  Steve  Gruver,  Kelvin  Harrap,  Katie  Pettibone),  four  grinders 
(Carl  Barkow,' John  Broadhead,  Greg  Burrell,  Mark  Strube),  three 
foredeck  hands  (Roo  Stevenson,  Lany  Turner,  Merritt  Carey),  two  cock¬ 
pit  people  (Liz  Baylis,  Tucker  Thompson)  and  one  mastman,  John 
Spence. 

Closer  to  home,  the  Corinthian  YC  recently  showed  their  support 
for  their  next  door  neighbor,  San  Francisco  YC,  by  signing  on  as  a 
True  Ally'. 

NYYC/Young  America  (www.young-america.org)  —  FOX  Sports  Net, 
a  division  of  FOX  Television,  just  came  aboard  as  Young  America! s  first 
Premiere  Partner',  i.e.,  top-level  sponsor  category.  They  signed  a  'ma¬ 
jor  cash  sponsorship  package',. bringing  this  already  well-funded  group's 
war  chest  to  $24  million,  or  60%  of  their  total  budget. 

continued  on  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


in  the  hospital  the  next  day. 

Vuong  was  expected  to  recover  from 
her  own  serious  head  injuries,  which  in¬ 
cluded  a  partially  paralyzed  face. 

The  accident  also  injured  a  Disneyland 
employee.  Christine  Carpenter  suffered 
severe  leg  and  foot  injuries.  She  was  hos¬ 
pitalized  for  a  few  days  and  released. 

An  investigation  into  the  accident  re¬ 
vealed  that  proper  docking  procedures 
might  not  have  been  followed.  According 
to  a  Los  Angeles  Times^re port,  the  person 
who  dropped  the  line  over  the  cleat  was 
filling  in  for  the  regular  line  handler.  Al¬ 
though  she  had  performed  in  this  capac¬ 
ity  before,  she  had  reportedly  not  under¬ 
gone  either  the  formal  two-day  training 
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Above,  Carol  and  Joe  Celentano.  Spread,  image  from 
the  New  World  Challenge  press  packet. 


session  for  Columbia  crew  or  the  one- day 
orientation  given  to  managers.  If  she  had, 
said  a  longtime  park  veteran,  she  would 
have  known  that  if  the  boat  is  going  to 
overshoot  the  dock,  you  don't  throw  the 
rope.  You  wait  until  the  helmsman  backs 
the  ship  up. 

Also  at  fault  at  some  point  along  the 
line  is  the  assessment  and  maintenance 
schedule  of  the  84-ft,  40-year-old  wooden 
Columbia,  which  was  one  of  the  original 
rides  when  Disneyland  opened  in  the  mid- 
’50s.  Obviously,  the  cleat  should  never 
have  ripped  out.  "When  there’s  too  much 
tension,"  said  a  spokesman,  "the  ropes  are 
supposed  to  break." 


cup  update  —  cont’d 

Ed  Baird  and  his  crew  were  the  first  of  all  the  challengers  to  sail  in 
Auckland,  conducting  the  end  of  their  two  years  of  intensive  two-boat 
testing  down  there  last  fall  with  Young  America  (aka  ’The  Mermaid') 
and  Tag  Heuer.  Currently,  the  team  is  taking  a  break,  with  many  of  the 
crew  on  a  busman’s  holiday  at  Key  West.  Construction  on  their  two 
Bruce  Farr  IACC  designs  will  begin  any  minute  at  Eric  Goetz's  Rhode 
Island  shop.  "Momentum  is  strong  in  all  areas  of  our  program,"  claimed 
syndicate  president  John  Marshall. 

Aloha  Racing  ( www.aloharacing.org )  —  John  Kolius's  Waikiki  YC- 
based  effort  remains  "quiet",  even  by  their  own  admission.  Last  we 
heard  they  were  still  planning  a  two-boat  program  with  funding  of  be¬ 
tween  $10-20  million  from  Health-South,  a  national  health  care  com¬ 
pany  whose  stock  fell  by  half  (for  other  reasons)  shortly  after  it  made 
this  announcement.  The  first  of  these  two  Dovell/Burns  designs  is 
already  coming  together,  with  fairing  of  the  plugs  now  in  progress. 
Check  their  brand  new  website  for  more. 


new  worlds  to  conquer 

If  Joe  and  Carol  Celentano’s  honeymoon  is  any  indication,  they’re 
in  for  a  pretty  exciting  life  together.  After  tying  the  knot  late  last  year, 
they  flew  Down  Under  to  spend  two  weeks  snorkeling  the  Great  Barrier 
Reef  and  exploring  the  Australian  rain  forest.  Heck,  we  didn’t  even 
know  Australia  had  a  rainforest. 

The  year  before,  they  explored  Costa  Rica  by  four-wheel-drive,  open 
boat  and  various  other  means,  once  having  to  be  towed  across  a  raging 
river  by  a  tractor  (as  the  car  ‘floated’  behind),  and  another  time  hang¬ 
ing  onto  panicked  horses  running  down  the  side  of  a  live  volcano  dur¬ 
ing  a  thunderstorm. 

Now  that  we’ve  established  that  Joe,  a  39-year-old  bond  salesman 
at  Bear/Stearns,  and  Carol,  28,  who  works  at  Hambrecht  and  Quist 
Capitol  Markets  Group,  aren’t  your  average  two-weeks-at-the-condo- 
in-Waikiki  types,  it  should  come  as  no  surprise  that  they  are  the  first 
west  coast  sailors  to  sign  up  for  The  New  World  Challenge.  That’s  the 
inaugural  round-the-world  race  due  to  start  right  here  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  in  the  spring  of  2002. 

As  detailed  in  last  month’s  issue,  the  New  World  Challenge  is  the 
brainchild  of  renowned  British  sailor  Chay  Blythe.  It’s  modeled  after 
his  very  successful  British  Steel  Challenges  in  which  paying  crew  raced 
10  identical  67-ft  steel  sloops  around’the  world  the  wrong  way  (east  to 
west)  in  ‘92-’93  and  again  (with  14  boats)  in  ‘96-’97.  The  next  event, 
now  called  the  British  Telecom  Challenge,  is  due  to  depart  Southampton 
in  September  of  2000. 

That’s  how  the  Celentanos  originally  got  interested.  They  inquired 
about  berths  for  the  BT  Challenge,  but  most  slots  are  already  taken 
and  the  training  regimen  would  have  been  a  tough  one  —  they  would 
have  had  to  fly  to  the  East  Coast  for  training  sails.  So  when  organizers 
mentioned  the  New  World  Challenge  would  be  leaving  from  —  and  train¬ 
ing  in  —  their  own  backyard,  they  said  'That’s  the  one!" 

As  with  previous  British  Steel  events,  the  New  World  Race  package 
is  so  complete  that  no  sailing  experience  is  required  of  its  participants. 
In  that  department,  though,  Joe  and  Carol  are  ahead  of  the  game.  Joe 
has  been  sailing  for  15  years,  beginning  with  sailboards  when  he  moved 
out  west  from  New  York  in  the  early  ‘80s.  Carol  is  a  graduate  of  a 
popular  Bay  Area  sailing  school  with  a  couple  of  years  of  sailing  under 
her  belt.  Both  have  raced  and  cruised  on  other  people’s  boats,  as  well 
as  doing  several  offshore  passages  on  their  own  boat,  an  Alameda- 
based  Hunter  376  named  Sea  Wolf. 

“We’re  doing  this  now  because  we  can,”  says  Joe  in  response  to  the 
invetable  ‘why’?  “We  have  no  kids,  no  dog,  and  we  rent,”  adds  Carol. 
‘To  us  this  is  the  opportunity  of  a  lifetime.” 

At  this  point,  the  couple  have  sent  an  initial  deposit  to  race  organiz¬ 
ers.  If  they  are  accepted,  training  could  begin  within  a  year.  (We  were 

continued  on  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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- HAWAII - 

LONG  TERM  DRY  STORAGE 

Clear  Customs  at  our  dock 

gentry’s 

HpHA  MARINA 

HONOKOHAU  HARBOR  156°1'30"W 

19°40'20"  N 

808-329-7896 

The  friendliest  boatyard  in  Hawaii 


R  E  P  A 

R 


I  R  S 


E  P  A  I  R  S 

REPAIRS 

HAYNES  SAILS 

A  full  service  sail  loft 

70-U  Woodland  Avenue 
San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

(415)  459-2666 


South  bay  boat  works  inc. 

Silicon  Valley 's  Only  Boatyard! 
HAULOUTS  TO  12  TONS 

•  MAINTENANCE,  REBUILDING  AND  REPAIR  OF  FIBERGLASS,  WOOD,  OR  STEEL  BOATS 

•  LPU  SPRAY  PAINTING  AND  NONSKID  RENEWAL 

•  DRIVELINE  INSTALLATIONS  AND  REPAIR 

•  FUEL  TANK  REPLACEMENT,  HOLDING  AND  WATER  TANK  INSTALLATION 

•  RERIGGING,  MAST  REPAIRS,  AND  WOODEN  SPAR  CONSTRUCTION 

•  TRAILERABLE  BOAT  AND  TRAILER  REPAIRS,  I.O.  DRY  ROT  REPAIR 

•  AC  AND  DC  WIRING  AND  ACCESSORY  INSTALLATIONS 

•  WRITTEN  ESTIMATES  FOR  ALL  WORK  -  EASY  ACCESS  FROM  1 01 1 

(650)369-0150 

1450  MAPLE  STREET  •  REDWOOD  CITY 


(650)  369-0150 


1-800-326-5135 

(415)  453-1001  FAX:  (415)  453-8460 
www.helmutsmarine.com 


iNC  619  CANAL  ST.  •  SAN  RAFAEL,  CA  94901. 


WE  SHIP  ANYWHERE! 


VOLVO  PENTA 


PACIFIC  MARINE 
ENGINEERING 


Full  Mechanical  and  Electrical  Service 

1 WESTERBEKE  •  Engine  service  -  all  makes 

7 

DETROIT  DIESEL  •  Charging  systems  for  cruising 


sailboats 

Algae-X  fuel  conditioner 

NEW  SERVICE  DOCK  FOR  BOATS  TO  80' 


Universal  Motors 

CONCORDE  AGM  BATTERIES 


35  LIBERTYSHIP  WAY 
SAUSALITO,  CA 


(415)  331-9822 


H 

USCG  APPROVED  TESTING  FACILITY 

SALES  *  SERVICE 

E 

REPAIRS  •  RENTAL  *  REPACKING 

W 

of  USCG,  SOLAS,  COMMERCIAL, 

YACHT  &  FISHERMAN 

INFLATABLE  BOATS 

INFLATABLE  LIFERAFTS^2^ 

I 

INDUSTRIAL  SUPPLY 

HP 

555  SELBY  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94124 

I 

(415)  826-4433  telex  ITT  4971 778  fax  41 5-826-1 122 

-R.J.  HILL  YACHT  INSURANCE -\ 


L 


•  Sail  and  Power 

•  Local  Bay  Area  Agency 

•  Competitive  Rates 

•  Rapid  Quotes 

•  Safety  Course  Discounts  Available 

A 

1494  Hamilton  Avenue 
Suite  104 

San  Jose,  California  95125 


(408)  445-0250  |J 


QUALITY  MARINE 
tySr  BOAT  TRANSPORTING 


ICC#  263064 
BONDED 
INSURED 


SERVICE  REPAIRS  STORAGE  ACCESSORIES  HAULING 


Custom  designed  equipment  &  air  ride  trailers  exclusively 
for  sail,  power,  multiple  boats. 

2122  NORTHGATE  BLVD.  SACRAMENTO,  CA  95833 

CALL  FOR  FREE  QUOTATION  1-800-646-0292  •  FAX  (916)  646-3241 
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trailerable 


$14,990 


Complete  Ready-to-Sail  Package 
Includes:  trailer,  sails  and  much,  much  more! 


'i 


Representing  MacGregor  Sailing  Yachts 
'  Since  1968 

AREN A YACHT SALES 


MARINA  VILLAGE  HARBOR 
1070  Marina  Village  Pkwy.,  #103  •  Alameda,  CA  94501 

Gene  Arena  •  (510)  523-9292 


•  Faster  under  sail  than  any  competing  trailerable 

•  Full  standing  headroom  •  Speeds  to  25  mph  under  power 

•  Wheel  steering  •  Full  galley  •  Fully  enclosed  head 

•  Raised  dinette  •  Water  ballast  system 

•  Easy  to  launch  &  rig 

•  Centerboard  retracts  completely  •  6'3"  long,  deep  cockpit 

•  Sleeps  6  in  3  double  berths  •  Easy  to  tow 

•  Foam  flotation:  Will  stay  afloat  if  damaged 

•  Bow  pulpit,  stern  pulpits,  and  lifelines 

•  Optional  O/B  power  choice  -  1 0  hp  to  50  hp 

FREE!  Call  for  full  color  16-page  brochure 


ECON  CRUISE  POWER  PACKAGE 

40hp  Suzuki  4-Stroke  EFI  Motor 

lEW*  (40hp  with  cruise  torque  of  a  50!) 

FREE...  6  Year  (3  +  3)  Motor  Warranty 
FREE...  Includes  $1,500  of  M-26X  Option  Equipment 

SALE  PRICE  $22,900!  (offer  ends  Mar.  31, 1999) 


The  New  1999  MacGregor  26X 


McGinnis  insurance 

;  ^  / 

Providing  the  Best  Customer  Service 
and  Most  Flexible  Yacht  Insurance. 

ANYWHERE. 

(925)  284-4433  •  (800)  486-4008 

McGinnis  Insurance  Services,  Inc. 

Lafayette,  California 
mcginnsins@aol.com 


1972-1999 


License  #0570469 


SAIL  EXCHANGE 

THE  SAH  BROKERS 

USED  SAILS  UP  TO  70%  OFF 


OVER  2,000  MAINS,  GENOAS  AND  SPINNAKERS 


www.sailexchange.com 


407  FULLERTON  AVE.,  NEWPORT  BEACH,  CA  92663 

949-631-0193 


FAST  SPINNAKERS 
ALL  SAIL  REPAIRS 
INCLUDING  BOARDSAILS 
CANVAS  WORK 


Dealer  for:  Musto  Weather  Gear  •  ATN  Spinnaker  Sock 


SPINNAKER  SHOP 

921  E.  CHARLESTON,  PALO  ALTO,  CA  94303 
(behind  West  Marine) 

650-858-1544  •  FAX  856-1638 


MERRIMAN 

turnbuckles 


BEST 

PRICES! 


Dealer  Inquiries 
Welcome 


docfreemans@seanet.com 


•  High  Quality 

•  High  Strength’ 

•  Traditional  Bronze  CKL3IS 

&  Chromed  Bronze  Turnbuckles 

Doc  Freeman’s  t|§ 

1401  N M  Leary  Way  Seattle,  Wa.  98107  Slf 


206-633-1500  (800)423-8641  FAX(206)789-5800 


/ 
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new  worlds  —  cont’d 


special  task 
‘epidemic’  of 


unable  to  confirm  the  exact  regimen,  but  there  will  be  a  BT  boat  here 
on  the  Bay  that  will  be  used  for  training.)  Joe  reminds  us,  however, 
that  they  are  not  "in"  just  yet.  Each  applicant  to  the  New  World  Race 
must  pass  medical  muster  —  and  then  be  personally  interviewed  by 
Blythe  himself.  Interestingly,  though  the  couple  would  like  to  be  on  the 
same  boat  during  the  race,  they’re  open  minded  enough  that  they  could 
deal  with  being  aboard  different  boats  —  “As  long  as  mine  won,”  smiles 
Carol.  (Historically,  BT  Challenge  crews  have  averaged  one  or  two  women 
in  each  15-person  crew.) 

The  New  World  Challenge  will  take  10  months  to  circle  the  globe, 
putting  the  fleet  back  home  about  this  time  of  the  year,  2003.  There 
are  seven  stopovers  along  the  way:  Yokohama,  Shanghai,  Hong  Kong, 
Singapore,  Cape  Town,  and  Rio  de  Janiero.  The  last  leg  home  from  Rio 
is  not  only  the  longest,  but  possibly  the  hardest,  as  the  fleet  has  to 
round  Cape  Horn  against  the  prevailing  wind. 

In  contrast  to  that  thought,  each  of  the  stopovers  is  scheduled  for 
three  weeks,  during  which  crews  can  play  tourist  ashore,  fly  home  for 
a  visit  or  just  rest  and  recuperate. 

With  the  race  still  two  years  away,  Joe  and  Carol  admit  that  the 
New  World  Challenge  “hasn’t  really  sunk  in  yet."  For  the  immediate 
future,  they’ll  abuse  their  adrenal  glands  with  a  little  ‘heliboarding’  — 
you  know,  getting  dropped  off  by  a  helicopter  on  some  remote,  pow- 
deiy  peak,  then  snowboarding  down. 

They  do  find,  however,  that  they’ve  developed  a  new  interest  in  fol¬ 
lowing  big  ocean  races  like  the  current  Around  Alone,  next  year’s  Vendee 
Globe  and  last  December’s  “reality  check”,  the  Sydney-Hobart. 

“It’s  not  going  to  be  a  pleasure  cruise  out  there,”  says  Joe.  “But 
we’re  looking  forward  to  it.” 

Editor’s  Note  —  For  others  interested  in  applying  for  a  position  on  one 
of  the  10  New  World  Challenge  boats,  here’s  the  skinny:  The  race  is 
open  to  men  and  women  who  will  be  at  least  21  years  old  at  the  start. 
You  must  be  in  good  physical  and  medical  condition.  Participation  in  all 
seven  legs  of  the  race  costs  $45,000  per  person,  which  can  be  spread 
out  in  monthly  payments.  You  can  apply  for  individual  legs  only,  at  a 
cost  of  $7,500  to  $1 1,000  per  leg  (depending  on  duration )  but  priority 
allocation  will  be  given  to  those  who  want  to  complete  the  whole  race. 
For  more  information,  contact  The  Challenge  Business  International,  121 
Lewis  Wharf,  Boston,  MA  021 10.  The  phone  number  is  (61 7)  723-7245; 
fax  (617)  723-1202.  You  can  also  email  them  at  Crew@ChallengeSail. 
com  or  get  them  on  the  net:  www.newworld-challenge.coih.  Also  note 
that  Chay  Blythe  is  scheduled  to  appear  at  Sail  Expo  (April  14-18  at 
Jack  London  Square). 


bigger,  better,  faster,  sexier 

No,  we’re  not  going  into  new  car  sales.  We’re  talking  about  the  1999 
Northern  California  Sailing  Calendar  and  YRA  Master  Schedule.  It  is 
out,  it  is  happening,  and  if  you  don’t  grab  one  quick,  you’re  gonna  be 
SOL.  As  with  years  past,  this  publication  details  everything  you  need 
to  know  about  racing  on  the  Bay  except  when  to  tack  for  that  final 
layline. 

In  addition  to  listing  every  racing  event  we  could  lay  our  hands  on, 
the  ‘99  Sailing  Calendar,  etc.,  etc.  includes  ‘99  weekend  currents,  mini¬ 
charts  of  the  various  race  courses  around  the  Bay,  and  all  the  contact 
numbers  of  yacht  clubs,  PHRF  committee  members,  and  those  spe¬ 
cialized  organizations  like  HDA  (Handicap  Divisions  Association),  WBRA 
(Wooden  Boat  Racing  Association),  ODCA  (One  Design  Class  Associa¬ 
tion)  that  you  could  ever  possibly  need.  Also  between  the  hefty  covers 
of  the  Calendar  are  ads  for  the  many  Bay  Area  businesses  that  make  it 
possible.  If  you  have  boating  business  to  do  this  summer,  we’d  appre- 
continued  on  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


The  Coast  Guard  announced  last 
month  that  it  has  established  a  special 
task  force  to  investigate  the  unusually 
high  number  of  deaths  involving  fishing 
vessels  off  the  Northeast  Coast  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  Since  late  December,  10  people  have 
died  or  are  missing  in  four  separate  acci¬ 
dents. 

The  ‘epidemic’  started  on  December  28 
when  the  conch  boat  Predator  sank  off 
Ocean  City.  One  person  went  down  with 
her,  one  survived.  Then,  on  Januaiy  8, 
the  clamming  boat  Cape  Fear  foundered 
near  Buzzards  Bay:  three  rescued,  one 
dead,  one  missing.  The  next  day,  off 
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force  investigates 
boating  deaths 


calendar  —  cont’d 


Manasquan  Inlet  (60  miles  south  of  New 
York  City),  the  clammer  Beth  Dee  Bob 
capsized,  leaving  two  dead  and  two  miss¬ 
ing. 

The  final  accident  occurred  in  mid- 
January  when  the  74-ft  clam  dredger 
Adriatic  sank  in  stormy  weather  off  New 
Jersey’s  Barnegat  Inlet.  Despite  an  inten¬ 
sive  search  effort  that  covered  an  area 
larger  than  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
none  of  the  four  crew  were  ever  found. 

The  formation  of  the  special  task  force 
was  announced  soon  after  the  search  for 
Adriatic  survivors  was  called  off.  When 

continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 


ciate  it  if  you'd  direct  it  their  way. 

The  bottom  line:  if  it  ain’t  in  the  Calendar,  it  ain’t  happening.  Or,  in 
some  cases,  the  responsible  parties  didn't  get  the  information  to  us  by 
the  November  15  deadline,  in  which  case  they  are  SOL. 

‘99  Calendars  are  available  in  many  marine  outlets,  marinas  and 
yacht  clubs  where  Latitude  38  is  distributed  in  Northern  California.  In 
fact,  chances  are  if  you  picked  this  issue  up  at  a  Bay  Area  West  Marine 
store,  there  was  a  stack  of  Calendars  right  beside  it,  dwindling  fast. 
Individual  Calendars  will  also  be  mailed  to  each  member  of  YRA,  which 
is  yet  another  good  reason  to  join  that  hard-working  organization.  If 
you  haven’t  scored  one  either  of  those  two  ways,  you  can  come  by  our 
office  and  pick  one  up  for  free,  or  send  us  $5  and  we’ll  mail  you  one. 
(We’re  located  at  15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941.)  Please,  though, 
no  phone  calls. 

Have  a  great  year  out  there! 


/ 
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big  cat  lifts  a  paw 


epidemic 


Steve  Fossett’s  huge  catamaran  PlayStation,  whose  December  21 
launch  was  featured  in  our  January  issue,  has  been  undergoing  sail 
testing  in  the  protected  waters  around  Auckland.  In  January,  on  the 
second  sail  with  Fossett  aboard  (he  was  in  the  midst  of  his  latest  non- 
stop-around-the- world  balloon  attempt  when  the  boat  was  launched), 
the  105-footer  flew  a  hull  for  the  first  time.  With  the  jib  and  full  main 
up,  in  15  knots  of  true  wind,  the  speedo  read  28.8.  Designer  Gino 
Morrelli  reports  that  Fossett  enjoyed  the  experience  so  much  that  he 
immediately  did  it  again. 

In  our  minds,  the  image  evokes  Howard  Hughes  lifting  the  Spruce 
Goose  off  the  surface  of  L.A.  Harbor  in  1947.  The  plane  “that  could 
never  fly”  did;  the  catamaran  that  some  thought  would  never  be  built 
has  been  —  and  it  flies,  too. 

PlayStation,  of  course,  is  slated  for  a  much  more  active  life  than  the 
‘Goose,  which  never  flew  again.  As  mentioned  last  month,  it  is  the 
vehicle  with  which  Fossett  and  a  hand-picked  crew  plan  to  win  The 
Race,  the  no-holds-barred  sprint  around  the  planet  slated  to  start  from 
an  as-yet  undecided  European  port  on  December  31,  2000.  Until  then, 
once  the  sea  trials  are  complete,  PlayStation  will  shakedown  for  the 
main  event  with  a  series  of  record-breaking  attempts.  ’v 

Much  of  the  actual  numbers  and  dimensions  involved  in  the  design 
of  the  boat  ate  not  being  released.  But  Morelli  let  us  in  on  a  few  tanta¬ 
lizing  tidbits  involved  with  building  the  largest  ocean  sailing  catama¬ 
ran  ever.  For  example,  the  boat  has  16  load  cells  placed  at  various 
points  throughout  the  rig.  These  insure,  via  on-deck  readouts,  that 
everything  loads  up  evenly  as  the  boat  gets  going.  And,  proving  noth¬ 
ing  really  is  new  under  the  sun,  the  shrouds  on  the  boat  don’t  adjust 
with  turnbuckles.  "It  would  have  taken  six  of  them,  at  75  pounds  each,” 
notes  Morelli.  ‘That’s  more  than  400  pounds!" 

Instead  of  turnbuckles,  PlayStation  s  shrouds  end  in  a  modern 
adaption  of  the  old  deadeye  —  you  know,  the  multi-purchase  system 
used  on  the  old  square  riggers.  Of  course,  the  line  is  Vectran,  not  hemp. 
PlayStation  s  shrouds  are  actually  tensioned  by  a  custom  hydraulic 
ram.  When  the  shroud  reaches  the  right  tension,  the  Vectran  is  tight¬ 
ened  down  and  the  ram  is  removed.  This  “back  to  the  future”  adapta¬ 
tion  weighs  only  as  much  as  the  line  involved,  about  20  pounds. 

Finally,  how  long  did  those  giant  trampolines  take  to  construct? 
(Playstation,  under  which  you  could  hide  a  professional  basketball  court 
with  room  to  spare,  has  three  tramps.)  “A  French  photojournalist  ac¬ 
tually  counted  the  lashings,"  says  Morrelli.  ‘There  are  875  of  them  and 
each  lashing  has  three  knots.  It  took  6  people  five  days  to  put,  all  three 
trampolines  on  the  boat.” 

Stay  tuned.  In  February  PlayStation  sails  in  the  ocean  for  the  First 
time. 


formed  in  early  Februaiy,  the  panel  will 
include  about  15  members,  including 
fishing  industry  representatives  and  ex¬ 
perts  from  the  Coast  Guard  and  other  fed¬ 
eral  agencies.  In  addition  to  investigating 
the  accidents  themselves,  the  task  force 
will  also  take  a  look  at  crew  training, 
qualifications  and  safety  among  the  East 
Coast  fishing  fleet. 


biggest  bust 

Ever'thang's  big  down  Texas  way.  Even 
their  drug  busts.  In  fact,  the  one  last 
month  was  the  biggest  in  Lone  Star  his¬ 
tory.  In  January,  the  Coast  Guard  seized 
the  freighter  Cannes  125  miles  southwest 
of  Jamaica  and  escorted  it  into  Houston. 
Hidden  under  the  cargo  of  57  million 
pounds  of  iron  ore  in  its  hold  was  9,500 
pounds  of  cocaine,  with  a  street  value  of 


end  of  high  seas  radio 


The  handwriting  has  been  on  the  wall  for  some  time 
now.  For  the  last  10  years,  Single  Sideband  telephone 
patches  through  radio  station  KMI  and  its  sister  stations 
have  been  steadily  declining  in  the  shadow  of  glitzier  tech¬ 
nologies.  Inmarsat,  MSAT  and,  lately,  Iridium,  all  offer  long¬ 
distance,  telephone-quality  communication  from  hundreds 
or  thousands  of  miles  at  sea.  Indeed,  when  Iridium  is  fully 
operational,  from  anywhere  on  Earth, -24  hours  a  day. 

Late  last  year,  the  inevitable  decision  was  made:  as  of  March  1,  the 
AT&T  High  Seas  Radio  Network  stations  KMI  (Point  Reyes),  WOO  (New 
Jersey)  and  WOM  (Florida)  will  go  off  the  air  for  good. 

Wait  a  minute,  now.  Don’t  start  making  room  in  the  antique  cabinet 
between  your  sextant  and  8-track  collection  for  your  trusty  SSB  just 
yet.  Sideband,  also  known  as  ‘HF’  radio,  is  far  from  dead.  In  fact,  in 
most  ways,  it’s  never  been  healthier. 

The  good  news  on  the  High  Seas  shutdown  is  that  WLO  —  a  private, 

continued  on  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 
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By  the  way,  in  case  you’re  keeping 
track,  fishing  is  no  longer  the  country’s 
“most  dangerous  profession.”  According 
to  a  Reuters  item  on  the  special  task  force, 
that  distinction  now  belongs  to  the  log¬ 
ging  profession.  However,  we’ve  also  seen 
it  attributed  to  mining  and  firefighting, 
so  who  knows. 


in  texas 

$190  million. 

Authorities  immediatly  became  suspi¬ 
cious  when  they  saw  footprints  in  the  ore. 
Apparently,  machines  are  used  to  load 
iron  ore,  so  there  is  no  reason  that  the 
ore  should  have  footprints  in  it  —  unless 
you’re  trying  to  hide  5  tons  of  illegal  drugs, 
that  is.  J 


Alabama-based  complex  that  bills  itself  as  “the  world’s  largest  radio 
station"  —  is  poised  to  take  up  exactly  where  High  Seas  Radio  leaves 
off.  You  will  be  able  to  make  the  same  phone  patches  as  you  did  through 
KMI  for  the  same  price,  $5  a  minute.  It’s  true  that  WLO  is  going  to  be 
a  little  harder  to  get  ahold  of  at  first.  Their  main  coverage  area  right 
now  is  the  Gulf  of  Mexico/Caribbean  and  Atlantic.  But  with  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  repeaters  at  key  locations  around  the  country  — including 
one  in  Seattle  —  they  soon  hope  to  offer  a  seamless  transition  for  off¬ 
shore  users,  with  equal  or  better  coverage  and  more  services  than  AT$T 
High  Seas  had  to  offer. 

And  of  course  the  real  beauties  of  SSB  will  not  change:  you’ll  still  be 
able  to  make  both  long  and  short-distance  voice  communication  for 
free.  There  is  no  per-minute  charge  to  talk  to  another  boat,  no  phone 
numbers  for  you  (or  someone  trying  to  get  you)  to  remember.  There  are 
countless  special  SSB  ‘nets’  in  the  cruising  areas  of  the  world  where 
you  can  get  anything  from  advanced  weather  reports  to  recipes  for 
grouper  stew.  And  when  you  talk  on  SSB,  eveiyone  with  a  radio  set 
can  hear  your  conversation.  While  the  pits  for  intimate  conversation, 
this  ‘party  line’  aspect  is  a  huge  boost  to  safety  and  security  among  the 
cruising  community.  At  its  best  and  brightest,  it  has  contributed  to 
the  saving  of  many  lives. 

And  SSB  is  becoming  even  more  versatile.  For  a  small  fee,  you  can 


continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 
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Steve  Fossett’s  huge  ‘PlayStation’ sails  off  New 
Zealand.  Note  the  size  of  the  people  on  the  boat, 
and  ‘back  to  the  future’  shroud  bases. 


■  '■-V 
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now  sign  up  with  innovative  organizations  like  SailMail  [www. 'sailma.il. 
com),  which  allows  you  to  send  email  via  SSB. 

The  drawbacks,  if  you  want  to  call  them  that:  a  relatively  labor  in¬ 
tensive  installation  aboard  the  boat  (radios  start  around  $2,000;  pro¬ 
fessional  installation  can  be  $1 ,500),  and  the  fact  that  you  must  attain 
a  certain  degree  of  skill  (or  luck)  to  get  consistently  good  results. 

By  comparison,  here’s  a  quick  breakdown  of  the  other  current  tech¬ 
nologies 

MSAT  —  regional  coverage,  Central  and 'North  America  (including 
Hawaii)  to  top  of  South  America  and  200  miles  offshore.  $2,500 
and  up  for  equipment,  $1.50/min,  5-20  lb.  antenna. 

Inmarsat  —  coverage,  between  70°N  and  70°S 
Inmarsat  C:  $3,500,  text/data  only  (no  voice),  5  lbs.  t 

Inmarsat  M:  $15,000,  $5/min,  40-50  lbs. 

Inmarsat  Mini-M:  $5,000,  $3/min,  10-20  lbs.  (holes  in  coverage) 
(Inmarsat  A  and  B  systems  are  heavy,  expensive  systems  in¬ 
tended  for  shipboard  use.) 

Iridium  —  worldwide  coverage.  $3,000  for  equipment,  $2  to  $7/ 
minute  (depending  on  location);  no  data  or  fax  transmission. 

One  glitch  in  the  WLO  system  is  that  their  repeater  in  Seattle  is  not 
yet  ready  to  go.  They  have  asked  AT&T  for  help  in  getting  on  line,  but 
have  so  far  received  a  lukewarm  response.  That’s  where  you  guys  come 
in.  If  AT&T  receives  enough  response,  maybe  they  will  see  that  it  is  in 
their  longterm  interest  to  make  their  customers  feel  like  they  care.  To 
give  your  opinions  added  kick,  send  them  to  AT&T  c/o  the  FCC.  The 
FCC  is  mandated  to  forward  the  letters  and  AT&T  is  required  to  re¬ 
spond  to  them.  Address  letters  to  the  Federal  Communications  Com¬ 
mission,  Office  of  the  Secretary,  Attn:  International  Bureau,  1919  M 
Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20554.  In  the  correspondence,  you  must 
reference  case  ITC-MSC- 1998 1229-00905  (AT&T  CORP.).  You  can  also 
send  a  copy  to  the  Chief  of  the  Policy  and  Facilites  Branch.  Address 
that  one  to  FCC,  Attn:  Troy  Tanner,  2000  M  St.,  NW,  Ste.  849,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20554. 


remembering  johnny  coconut 

John  Caldwell  died  in  early  November  on  Palm  Island  in  the  Grena¬ 
dines,  of  an  apparent  hteart  attack.  He  was  80.  Caldwell,  th,e  author  of 
the  classic  sea  adventure,  Desperate  Voyage,  enjoyed  a  fame  that 
reached  beyond  the  boating  world  and  helped  to  sustain  his  hotel  on 
Palm  Island  when  others  in  the  region  sometimes  failed.  Readers  of  the 
narrative  came  from  all  over  the  world  and  from  all  walks  of  life  to  meet 
the  man  and  stay  at  his  tropical  resort. 

Little  in  Caldwell’s  life  came  easy.  Born  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  in 
1919,  he  suffered  from  tuberculosis  until  he  was  14.  His  father  was  an 
alcoholic  and  itinerant  bank-debt  collector  who  left  the  family  when 
John  was  15;  his  mother,  who  was  part  Cherokee,  was  a  nurse.  They 
moved  to  Los  Angeles  when  John  was  10,  and  he  worked  at  odd  jobs  to 
help  support  his  mother  and  five  younger  siblings. 

Despite  a  lack  of  formal  education  beyond  eighth  grade,  he  enrolled 
in  what  is  now  the  University  of  California  at  Santa  Barbara.  He  had 
completed  two  years  when  the  Second  World  War  broke  out. 

In  the  war  he  served  in  the  American  merchant  marine.  While  in 
Australia  in  1944,  he  met  Mary,  who  quickly  became  his  wife.  It  was 
the  desire  to  get  back  to  Mary  following  the  war  which  led  to  the  adven¬ 
ture  that  made  him  famous. 

Having  no  other  way  to  get  from  California  to  Australia,  he  took  a 
steamer  to  Panama  and,  finding  no  next  steamer  westbound,  he  bought 
the  29-foot  wooden  sloop  Pagan.  Not  knowing  how  to  sail  didn’t  stop 
him.  As  the  book  recounts,  he  set  sail  anyway,  with  two  cats  and  a 
textbook  on  navigation,  and  soon  found  himself  in  a  hurricane.  The 
hurricane  devastated  the  boat,  all  but  sinking  it.  After  49  days  adrift 

continued  on  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


busted 

At  this  writing,  it's  unclear  where  the 
Panamanian-flagged  ship  loaded  the  coke. 
The  Cannes'  last  two  ports  of  call  were  in 
Brazil,  where  the  ore  was  loaded,  and 
Trinidad. 

The  amount  of  cocaine  seized  in  the 
operation  is  equivalent  to  about  8%  of  the 
cocaine  that  is  seized  annually  in  the  U.S. 
The  Cannes  made  the  list  of  top- 1 0  larg- 
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without  food,  he  was  washed  up  on  Tuvutha  in  the  Fiji  islands.  Nour¬ 
ished  back  to  health  by  the  islanders,  he  reached  Australia  on  com¬ 
mercial  transportation  several  months  later. 

Back  in  California  he  wrote  Desperate  Voyage  (Little  Brown,  1948) 
and  finished  college,  graduating  with  a  degree  in  sociology  in  1949. 
The  book  has  been  criticized  for  being  outlandish  —  "John,  you  didn’t 
really  eat  shoe  leather  fried  in  engine  oil.  .  .  did  you?"  —  but  its  appeal 
lies  in  its  strong  narrative  voice  and  its  Odyssean  stoiy  line.  It  has 
been  continuously  in  print  since,  one  of  the  few  maritime  titles  to  achieve 
that  status,  and  has  been  translated  into  many  languages. 

In  1954,  he  and  Maiy  and  two  sons  set  forth  in  a  36-foot  double- 
ended  ketch  designed  by  John  Hanna,  to  sail  to  Australia.  This  voyage 
is  recounted  in  Family  at  Sea,  his  second  and  only  other  book.  (Little 
Brown,  1956).  It  was  an  easy,  idyllic  voyage,  singular  only  for  the  as¬ 
tonishing  fact  that  their  second  son,  8-month-old  Stevie,  was  retarded 
and  had  an  immune  deficiency.  They  had  been  planning  the  voyage  for 
years  and  wondered  whether  to  go  or  stay.  Actor  and  author  Sterling 
Hayden  recommended  a  physician  who  advised  them  to  take  the  child 
offshore,  where  he  could  breathe  clean  air  and  live  free  of  the  threat  of 
contamination. 

In  their  voyage  through  the  remote  islands  and  atolls  they  seldom 
todk  the  boy  ashore,  fearing  infection.  But  on  reaching  Australia,  they 
had  to  and  he  soon  died.  He  was  three  and  a  half  years  old.  The  voyage 
was  an  unprecedented  act  of  love.  In  Australia  they  had  another  son, 
and  built  a  new  boat,  the  46-foot  ketch  Outward  Bound.  In  1958,  they 
set  sail  with  the  intention  of  sailing  around  the  world,  writing  articles 
as  they  went.  But  when  they  reached  Antigua  in  1960,  they  were  low 
on  money  and  the  charter  world  of  Commander  Desmond  Nicholson 
offered  employment.  Chartering  up  and  down  the  Eastern  Caribbean, 
John  would  cany  sprouting  coconuts  aboard  and  often  go  ashore  and 
plant  them,  which  earned  him  the  nickname  Johnny  Coconut.’  It  was 
/While  doing  this  that  he  first  went  ashore  on  Prune  Island,  just  east  of 
Union  Island  in  the  middle  Grenadines,  then  little  more  than  a  swamp. 
But  one  day  in  1966  he  began  discussions  with  the  St.  Vincent  and  the 
Grenadines  government  that  led  to  him  leasing  the  island  for  99  years. 
He  had  had  a  kind  of  vision,  and  that  was  a  hotel. 

At  that  time  the  government  was  leasing  barren  islands  to  enter¬ 
prising  foreigners  who  applied  with  hotel  designs  and  promises  of  em¬ 
ployment:  Mustique,  Petit  St.  Vincent  find  Young  Island,  along  with 
plantations  such  as  Spring  on  Bequia,  were  all  developed  in  this  way. 
After  arranging  the  lease  with  Chief  Minister  E.  T.  Joshua,  Caldwell 
drained  the  swamp  and  began  building.  He  didn’t  know  anything  more 
about  building  or  running  hotels  than  he  once  had  about  sailing. 

These  were  the  days  when  a  man  with  a  will  and  a  vision  could  do 
anything.  The  hotel,  with  ten  rooms  and  under  the  more  appropriate 
name  Palm  Island  Beach  Club,  opened  in  December,  1967.  His  sailing 
days  were  over.  For  the  next  30  years,  John  and  Maiy  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  later  their  grandchildren  ran  the  hotel  and  its  adjacent  prop¬ 
erties.  His  legend  includes  the  ongoing  rumor  that  the  hotel  was  "just 
about"  to  be  sold  (Donald  Trump  was  but  one  who  visited  and  inquired) 
but  somehow  John  always  held  on  to  it.  "He  is  one  of  a  kind,"  a  hotel 
guest  once  remarked  to  me.  "In  a  region  of  colorful  expatriate  charac¬ 
ters,  there  is  none  more  so  than  John ‘Caldwell." 

He  leaves  his  wife  Maiy,  his  companion  Agatha  Roberts,  sons  John 
Jr.  and  Roger,  and  several  grandchildren. 


est  drug  seizures  ever,  and  is  the  largest 
seizure  ever  for  the  state  of  Texrfs.  In 
praising  authorities  involved  in  the  op¬ 
eration,  Transportation  Secretary  Rodney 
Slater  noted,  "This  amount  of  cocaine 
could  put  one  dose  of  the  drug  in  the  hand 
of  every  schoolchild  across  America,  from 
preschool  to  high  school." 


—  rithard  dey 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  Caribbean  Compass 

Ed.  Note:  Richard  Dey  is  the  author  of  In  the  Way  of  Adventure:  The 
Stoiy  of  John  Caldwell  and  Palm  Island,  1989,  Offshore  Press.  A  spe¬ 
cial  edition  signed  by  both  John  Caldwell  and  the  author  is  available 
from  Richard  Dey  at  rdbequia@aol.com.  Desperate  Voyage,  which  was 
reprinted  in  1991  by  Sheridan  House,  is  also  available  in  bookstores  — 
a  must  read  for  all  would-be  voyagers. 
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‘99  crew  list 


I  AM  /  WE  ARE  LOOKING 
FOR  CREW  TO  RACE  ON 
MY/OUR  BOAT 


NAME(S):_ 

AGE(S):_ 


SEX:. 


.  PHONE:  (_ 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE:. 


BOAT  TYPE /SIZE, 


I /WE  PLAN  TO  RACE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 


D- 

2)_ 

3) _ 

4) _ 

5) . 

6) _ 

71 


8)  Other, 


San  Francisco  Bay 
Monterey/Santa  Cruz 
Ocean  Series 
1999  TransPac 

_  Coastal  Race(s) 

_  Mexico  Race(s) 

_  Baja  Ha-Ha  Cruiser’s 
Rally  (Nov.) 


.  Handicap 
_  One  Design 
_  YRA  Season 
_  Specialty  Events 
and/or  occasional  YRA 


e)  _ Beer  Cans 

f)  _ Anything  &  everything 


a) - 

b) _ 

c) _ 

d) _ 


I  AWE  WANT  CREW: 

1)  Who  will  consistently  put  out  100%  for  the  chance  to 
get  experience,  and  won’t  complain  when  wet,  bruised 

or  scared  silly 

2)  _ With  at  least  one  full  season  of  racing  experience 

3)  _ With  more  than  three  years  experience 

4)  _ Willing  to  do  occasional  maintenance/repairs 

5)  _ Willing  to  do  occasional  lunches/galley  duty 


1)- 

2). 

3). 


I /WE  RACE: 

_ Casually.  Winning  is  nice,  but  let’s  keep  it  fun. 

_  Pretty  seriously.  Why  else  make  the  effort? 

_  Very  seriously.  I/we  don’t  like  to  lose. 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to: 

Racing  Crew  List,  15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by 

FEBRUARY  15, 1999 


- - : - - — •  •  ——  '  '  ;  — — 

'  r,  4* 


the  1999 


V 


We  were  channel  surfing  the  other 
night,  idly  wondering  what  possible  new 
way  we  could  come  up  with  to  introduce 
our  biggest  Crew  List  of  the  year.  After  a 
pausing  for  a  particularly  tasty  commer- 


HAVE  SAILBOAT, 
WILLING 

TO  TAKE  OTHERS 
OUT  FOR  CASUAL 
DAYSAILING 


NAME(S):, 
AGE(S) _ 


SEX:, 


PHONE  OR  OTHER  CONTACT: 


I  AM /WE  ARE: 

Single  to  take  singles  out 
Couple  to  take  couples  out 
Singles,  couples  or  small  groups  okay, 
but  leave  any  kids  home 
Kids  okay  as  long  as  you  can 
control  them 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to:  Daysailing 
Crew  List,  15  Locust  Ave.,  MillValley,  CA94941 

by  MARCH  15, 1999 


D- 

2), 

3) _ 

4) _ 


- - - 


cial  involving  pretty  women  and  cold  beer, 
it  was  back  to  the  regular  feature  —  a 
little  girl  holding  her  hands  over  a  TV 
screen  and  slowly,  uttering  those  now  fa¬ 
mous  lines,  ‘They’re  heeeeeeerrrre!” 

And  so  they  are  here.  The  forms  for 
those  of  you  interested  in  getting  out  of 
the  poltergeist-infested  house  and  going 
sailing.  Anyway  you  want  to  do  it,  be  it 
racing,  cruising,  daysailing,  boat-swap- 
ping  or  co-chartering,  the  forms  on  these 
pages  can  help  make  it  happen. 

Here’s  how  it  works.  Find  the  form  that 
most  closely  matches  your  wishes  and 
desires.  For  example,  if  you’ve  recently 
started  sailing  and  want  to  get  as  much 
quality  experience  as  you  can  in  the  short¬ 
est  possible  time,  you’ll  do  well  to  send  in 
a  “Want  to  Crew  on  a  Racing  Boat”  form. 
With  both  Bay,  ocean  and  even  Hawaii 
races  checked  off  as  preferences. 

If  you’re  a  boat  owner  taking  off  for  far 
horizons  but  need  crew  to  do  it,  send  us 
a  “Looking  for  Cruising  Crew."  You  get  the 
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SIGHTINGS 


crew  list 

picture. 

Once  we  receive  the  Crew  List  forms 
(and  the  small  advertising  fees;  don’t  for¬ 
get  those),  we’ll  compile  them  into  two 
Crew  List  articles.  The  first  one,  in  March, 
will  deal  exclusively  with  those  interested 
in  racing,  as  boats  will  need  to  firm  up 
crew  by  then  for  the  upcoming  season.  In 
April,  we’ll  run  the  Cruising,  Co-Charter- 
ing.  Daysailing  and  Boat-Swapping  Crew 
Lists. 

By  ‘running’,  we  mean  we’ll  publish 
each  of  the  names  sent  to  us,  along  with 
a  contact  number  and  a  little  bit  about 
the  desires  and  skills  of  each  Crew  List 
participant.  Both  the  March  and  April  lists 
will  contain  hundreds  of  names  of  people 
of  both  sexes,  all  ages  and  all  experience 
levels.  All  you  do  to  use  the  Crew  Lists  is 
look  over  the  people  in  the  category^  that 
most  interests  you  and  start  making 
phone  calls.  You’ll  also  be  getting  calls,  of 
course.  Many  Crew  Listees  end  up  facing 


r 


WANT  TO  JOIN 
OTHERS 
FOR  CASUAL 
DAYSAILS 


NAME(S):_ 


AGE(S): _ 


SEX: 


PHONE  OR  OTHER  CONTACT; 


f) _ Single 

2)  _ _  Couple 

3)  A  group  of  _ 


/  AM  /WE  ARE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

4)_ 


_  Would  like  to 
bring  kids 

5) - Going  sailing  to 

escape  kids 

_  (state  number)  friends 


interested  in  sailing 

Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to:  Daysailing 
Crew  List,  15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 

by  MARCH  15,  1999. 


:  '• 


the  pleasant  dilemma  of  having  to  choose 
between  a  variety  of  offers.  Also  in  April, 
we’ll  have  a  big  Crew  List  Party  where  you 
can  come  and  meet  your  new  crew  or  skip- 

continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 


‘99  crew  list  —  cont’d 


I  /  WE  WANT  TO  CREW 
ON  A  RACING  BOAT 


NAME(S):_ 

AGE(S):_ 


SEX: 


PHONE:  (_ 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE:_ 


l/WE  WANT  TO  RACE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

1) 

San  Francisco  Bay  4) 

1999  TransPac 

2) 

Monterey/Santa  Cruz  5) 

Coastal  Race(s) 

3) 

Ocean  Races  6) 

to  Mexico  (Nov) 

1 

//  WE  PREFER: 

fl 

1) 

Boats  upder  30  feet  4) 

Dinghies 

2) 

Boats  over  30  feet  5) 

Multihulls 

3) 

Specific  class  or  design 

dm. 

D- 

2)_ 


MY/OUR  EXPERIENCE  IS: 

(Check/Underline  where  appropriate) 

None 

.  A  Little:  a)  Little  of  no  racing,  little  other  sailing  experience; 


b)  Little  or  no  racing,  one  or  more  years  of  general  sailing; 

c)  Little  or  no  racing,  lots  of  cruising  and/or  daysailing. 

3)  _ Moderate:  a)  Less  than  one  full  season;  b)  Out  of  area 

racing  experience,  but  I’m  unfamiliat  with  local  conditions. 

4)  _ Mucho:  a)  One  or  two  full  local  seasons;  b)  One  or  two 

long-distance  ocean  races;  c)  Years  of  Bay  and  ocean  sailing. 

Other  pertinent  experience _ 


1)- 

2)_ 

3) _ 

4) _ 

5) _ 

6) _ 
7)_ 


l/WE  WILL: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

.  Help  with  the  bottom,  do  maintenance  —  anything! 
.  Play  boat  administrator,  go-fer 
.  Go  to  the  masthead  to  retrieve  the  halyard  at  sea 
.  Navigate,  I’ve  got  lots  of  experience 
.  Do  foredeck,  I’ve  got  lots  of  experience 
.  Do  grinding,  I’ve  got  muscle 
.  Do  lunches/provisioning 


Mail  completed  form  and  $5  to: 

Racing  Crew  List,  15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by 

FEBRUARY  15,  1999. 


. 


1 

f 

& 

: 

; 
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NATE 

ALL 
BOATS 
WANTED 


Donate  your  sailboat  or  powerboat  in  any 
condition  running  or  not. 

Benefits  homeless  children  and  their  families. 

Make  a  diJJeAeHce! 

FREE  TOWING  •  GET  BOOK  VALUE 

1-800-414-4285 

CRISIS  AT  HOME  INTERVENTION  CENTER 


CAPTAIN'S  LICENSE 
6-PACK/ 100  TON 

Includes  Towing  and  Sailing  Endorsements 

THOUSANDS  LICENSED  IN  20  YEARS 

U.S.  COAST  GUARD  APPROVED  § 

10  DAY  COURSE 

>  Examination  Administered  on  Site!! 

Available  in  17  California  Coastal  Cities 
Including  4  Locations  in  the 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area 


'ft  Ma ritime  Institute 

ft  ft  Toll  Free  1-888-262-8020 

typf  jml  619-225-1783 

www.MaritimeInstitute.com 


FREE  1999  SAIL  CATALOG! 


Featuring  the  best  selection  of 
new  and  used  sails  available. 
In  stock  at  warehouse  prices!! 

Replacment  sails  in  stock  for:  •  (Batalina  •  MacGregor  •  Cal  • 
Venture  •  Coronado  »  Santana  •  O’Day  •  Pearson  and  many  more! 


OVER  1,000  SAILS  IN  STOCK 

Featuring  the  largest  aeledion  of  quality  OFF-THE-SHELF^ M 
Sailboat  Sails  and  Acceteoriea  available  GVARAMIEED1  ^ 
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o^mmmnd  tcm-t 
niUanoMN 
.dm  ond  tx—onco  d  ooi  mcccw^  »/  r>.  Sarf  IW..M 

mmomn  l  bm  m  d^  ondtmld mmJ.imno  (mot, 
le  1  r>*  W  Ip  -no  tmot  onj  rocil  o  ko  r*.  hoc  m 

note.  omii1  And  cb 

a— 4  be  iriml.,  on  bo  NmI  fra  b  «*«f  ro.  mo 
dcon,  ’  bboml  m  dolo*  pod  bon -do  no  obw  chmco  dot 
nom  bo—  it 

msml 

cm  hop  lev  rom-co  mil  m  bno  non 

1  moirocx 

bra  omd  n  gra  mim  b«iM>  mmol,  d  M  Thi 

hrmmmd,  dmrnng 

CONTENTS 

non  i 

MnM  >| 

SfTMJ  InlAhlart 

•tmm  top  rato«  »•  '•wrav*  w*  wfen*  »«, 

riw  Uf«r«  ^<>*2  Ara  «  Mi  b^dPdPc- 
•mo  m  ho  cwm»,  »  r»  V*  •>  »  W  *pM  "* 

r»w.»>ra<.W» 

ondnd  oOoc  ombn  fl ul  d  bol  •  oboe  poo  mom  mo  ho- 
comm  to  bo  men,  doco  t  do  morn  ot  -  m  -on  — 
atm  ui^wuMte. 

MMmt 

13*  » 

5R5*'21.ww*Wv’*''  * 

'■O—o  .Mir,  Qm  J| 

bulk  manufacturing  for  lower 
than  boat  show  prices!  Top 
quality.  2  year  warranty.  Call 


today  for  a  free  catalog  of  new 
sails  and  accessories. 

Or  call  with  your  dimensions 
for  used  sail  listings. 


•  Mains 

•  Furling  Genoas 
» Storm  Sails 

•  Furling  Units 

•  Canvas  Products 

•  Used  Sails 

•  Accessories 


THE  SAIL  WAREHOUSE 

(831)  646-5346  Fax  (831)  646-5958  www.thesailwarehouse.com 


V-BERTH  VARIATIONS 

i 


We  specialize  in  making  custom.shapes  and  sizes.. 
Guaranteed  the  lowest  price  and  best  quality. 

Innerspring  •  Latex  Rubber  •  Poly  Foam 
Any  Size  •  Any  Shape  •  Shipped  Anywhere 

Custom  made  mattresses  specially  designed 
for  the  marine  environment 


Quality 

Free  Local  Delivery 


Free  Estimates 
No  Middleman 


1811  Broadway,  Concord,  CA  94520 
(800)  404-4114  •  phone/fax:  (925)  798-9786 

Family  Owned  and  Operated  since  1959 


We're  open  seven  days  a  week! 
9  am  to  9  pm  Mon.  -  Thurs. 

9  am  to  5:30  Fri.  -  Sun.  . 


Page  114  •  UiLUdc-12  •  February,  1999 


Don't  Miss  the  Opportunity  to  Meet  the 
Artist,  Jim  DeWitt,  at  Pacific  Sail  Expo! 

April  14-18 

Jack  London  Square,  Oakland 
Tent  B,  Booths  #237-238-238 

Bring  photographs  and  commission  Jim 
to  do  a  painting  of  your  boat,  your  family 
or  anything  else  you  treasure. 

Also...  take  a  peek  at  Jim's  latest  creation, 
The  DeWitt  Dinghy'. 

You  don't  want  to  miss  this! 


Thank  you  David  &  Sherry  Smith 
Catalina  34  Bear  Territory 

DeWitt  Studio  and  Gallery 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Road,  #200,  Point  Richmond,  CA  94801  •  website:  www.jimdewitt.com 
(800)  758-4291  •  Local  and  international:  (510)  232-4291  •  Fax:  (510)  234-0568  •  e-mail:  dewitt@jimdewitt.com 


BRISBANE  MARINA 
WITH  EASY  ACCESS  TO 
SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 


♦  Deep  well  marked  entrance 

♦  Private  restroom  &  showers 
I*  All  concrete  construction 


PROTECTED  WATERS 

COME  IN  AND  INSPECT  OUR 
MODERN  FACILITIES. 

SLIPS  ARE  AVAILABLE  TO  66FT. 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
OUR  HARBORMASTER’S  OFFICE 
AT  (415)583-6975 


on  Hwy  101  take  the  Sierra  Pt. 
Pkwy  Marina  Blvd.  exit. 


Dirty  Fuel 
Tank? 

Call  The  Professionals 


PetroClean 

ADVANCED  FLUID  RECLAIMING  SERVICES 

TOLL  FREE 

1  (888)  999-5959 

(707)  938-5959 

Serving  the  Greater  Bay  Area 

LTIte  Marine  Tank  Cleaning  Experts!! 

Factory  Certified  Technicians  •  Insured 
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‘99  crew  list  —  cont’d 


I  /  WE  WANT  TO  CREW 
ON  A  CRUISING  BOAT 


NAME(S):_ 
AGE(S) _ 


SEX: 


.PHONE:  (_ 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN  PHONE:. 


SAILING  EXPERIENCE: 

1)  _ None,  but  I’ll  do  anything  within  reason  for  the  chance.  I 

understand  that  from  time  to  time  I’ll  probably  get  cold, 
seasick,  mad  at  the  owner  and  wish  like  hell  I  was 
anywhere  but  on  the  boat.  I’m  still  game 

2)  _ Some.  At  least  a)  5,  b)  10,  c)  20  sails  on  the  Bay  or 

equivalent  while  being  active  and  suffering  the  normal 
cuts,  bruises  and  hollering 

3)  _ Moderate.  Several  years  active  crewing  on  the  Bay  or 

equivalent,  or  at  least  one  long  coastal  or  trans¬ 
ocean  trip 

4)  _ Lots.  Several  long  ocean  passages 


1)_ 

2)_ 

3) _ 

4) _ 

5) _ 

6) _ 
7)_ 


I /WE  WANT  TO  CRUISE: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

.  SF  Bay  and/or  Delta  8) _ Caribbean 

Monterey  Bay  9) _ Mediterranean 

.  Southern  California  10) _ Anywhere  warm 

.  Mexico  this  fall/winter  11)  Other  destination(s): 

.  Hawaii  and/or  South  Pacific _ 

.  Pacific  Northwest  or  Alaska 
.  Anywhere  really  far  away  for  a  long  time 


1)- 

2)_ 

3) _ 

4) _ 

5) _ 

6) _ 
7)_ 


I /WE  CAN  OFFER: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

.  At  least  a  month  of  shared  expenses 
.  Mechanical  skills:  engine,  electronics,  refrigeration,  etc. 
.  Elbow  grease  for  bottom  work,  varnishing  and  upkeep 
.  Cooking  and  cleaning  skills 
.  Language  skills  —  I’m  reasonably  conversant  in  a) 


Spanish;  b)  Other(s):. 


8)_ 


.  Ornamental  skills  —  I  look  good  in  a  bikini/speedo 
.  Personality  skills  —  I  don’t  get  pissed  when  awoken  at  3 
in  the  morning  and  can  maintain  a  sense  of  humor  in 
most  situations 

.  Other  skill(s): _ 


Mail  completed  form  and  $5  to: 

Cruising  Crew  List, 15  Locust  Ave., Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by 

MARCH  15, 1999. 


HI 


‘99  crew  list 


V 


I  AM  /  WE  ARE 
LOOKING  FOR 
CRUISING  CREW 


NAME(S):. 


AGE(S): 


SEX:_ 


PHONE  OR  OTHER  CONTACT: 


WHERE  AND  WHEN: 

MY/OUR  BOAT  IS  A:_ - 


l/WE  PLAN  TO  SAIL  TO:. 


ON  OR  ABOUT  (DATE): 


MY /OUR  IDEAL 
CREW  WILL: 

(Check  as  many  as  apply) 

1)  _ Be  willing  to  share  basic  expenses  such 

as  food  and  fuel 

2)  _ Be  willing  to  bust  butt  preparing  the  boat 

3)  _ Have  more  desire  than  experience 

4)  _ Have  lots  of  ocean  experience 

5^ _ Know  more  about  offshore  navigation 

than  just  pushing  buttons  on  the  GPS 

6) _ Have  mechanical  skills  for  the  engine, 

refrigeration,  etc. 

Have  language  skills:  a)  Spanish,  b) 
Other:. 


7) _ 

8) . 


Other  skills  (woodworking,  scuba,  etc.): 


9). 


10). 

11)- 


Be  unattached  and  unopposed  to  the 
possibility  of  a  friendship  blossoming 
_  Look  good  in  a  bikini/speedo 
_  Understand  and  appreciate  Jim  Carey’s 
humor. 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to:  Cruising  Crew 
List,  15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by 

MARCH  15, 1999. 


BMMBB 


per,  keep  looking  for  a  boat  or  crew  if  you 
haven’t  found  one  —  or  just  hang  out  and 
enjoy  the  company  of  some  like-minded 
people.  Anyway-you  look  at  it,  the  Crew 
List  experience  is  pretty  much  of  a  win- 
win  deal. 

But  you  can’t  ‘win’  if  you  don’t  play. 
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—  cont’d 

And  you  can’t  play  unless  you  read  and 
acknowledge  the  following:  the  Latitude 
38  Crew  List  Advertising  Supplement  is 
for  informational  purposes  only.  Latitude 
38  neither  makes  nor  implies  any  guar¬ 
antee,  warranty  or  recommendation  as  to 
the  character  of  individuals  who  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  Crew  List,  or  the  conditions  of 
their  boats  and  equipment.  You  must 
judge  those  things  for  yourself. 

Now  for  some  final  tips  and  sugges¬ 
tions  to  get  you  going  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion: 

•  Be  honest — This  is  probably  the  most 
important  ‘rule’  of  all.  Don’t  artificially 
inflate  your  experience  or  skill  levels.  It’s 
bad  karma,  for  one,  and  —  on  a  racing 
boat  especially  —  it  will  come  back  to  bite 
you.  We  don't  mind  sailing  with  BS'ers, 
as  long  as  they’re  honest  ones.  / 

•  Along  the  same  vein,  little  or  no  expe¬ 
rience  is  not  a  disadvantage.  Well,  unless 
you  hope  to  share  driving  duties  with  Paul 


I  /  WE  WANT  TO  BOAT 
SWAP 


NAME(S):_ 
AGE(S): _ 


SEX: 


PHONE  OR  OTHER  CONTACT: 

WHERE  AND  WHEN: 

My/Our  boat  is  a  _ _ _ 


l/we  would  like  to  swap  boats  with  the  owner 
of  a  similar  vessel  in  the  (Pacific  Northwest, 
Caribbean,  SoCal,  Mediterranean,  etc.) 


area. 


l/we  would  like  to  cruise  this  area  for  about 
_ weeks  in  the  month  of 


1999. 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to:  Boat-Swapping 
Crew  List,  15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA 
94941  by  MARCH  15, 1999. 


Cayard  at  the  next  America’s  Cup.  But 
for  the  Crew  List,  inexperienced  people 
actually  have  nearly  the  same  chance  of 
getting  aboard  boats  as  anyone  else,  and 
continued  middle  of  next  sightings  page 
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*99  crew  list  —  cont’d 


I /WE  WANT  TO  CO¬ 
CHARTER 


N^L 


AGE(S):_ 


SEX: 


PHONE 


( _ ) 


CONTACT  IF  DIFFERENT  THAN 
PHONE: _ 


WHERE  AND  WHEN: 

l/we  want  to  co-charter  for 
in  the  (spring, 


weeks 


summer,  fall,  winter). 


1)- 

2)_ 


Little 


SAILING  EXPERIENCE: 

(Check  one  from  each  column) 


.of  1999. 


or  none 


a)_ 


I’d  like  co-charterer 


_  Moderate.  I  sail 
regularly  and  have 
chartered  before 

3) _ Lots.  I've  sailed 

and/or  chartered  many 
types  of  boats  and  am 
a  competent  skipper 


to  skipper  and  give  me 
direction 

b)  _ _  Prefer  co-charterer  of 

at  least  equal  proficiency 

c)  _ Would  be  willing  to  co¬ 

charter  with  less 
experienced  party 


1)- 

2)_ 

3) _ 

4) _ 

5) _ 

6) _ 

7) _ 

8) _ 


l/WE  PREFER  TO  CO-CHARTER: 

(check  as  many  as  apply) 

_ Bareboats  (we  sail) 

_ Crewed  (professional  skipper  and/or  crew) 

_ With  other  couples 

_ With  other  singles 

_ With  my/our  well-behaved  kids, 

age(s) _ 

_ A  smaller  (30  to  40  ft)  boat  with  one  or  two  other  people 

_ A  medium  (40  to  50  ft)  boat  with  four  to  six  other  people 

_ A  large  (60  ft  or  more)  boat,  the  more  co-charterers 

the  merrier 

l/WE  WANT  TO  CHARTER  IN: 


1) _ 

2) _ 

3) _ 

4) - 

5) _ 


.  San  Francisco  Bay 
.  Monterey/Santa  Cruz 
.  Southern  California 
Mexico 
Hawaii 


*)_ 

7) _ 

8) _ 

9)  Other: . 


.  Pacific  Northwest 
.  Caribbean 
.  Mediterranean 


Mail  completed  form  and  $1  to  Co-Charterer  Crew  List, 
15  Locust  Ave.,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941  by  MARCH  15, 1999 


SIGHTINGS 

bullsurfer 

It’s  a  bird,  it’s  a  plane,  it’s.  .  .  an  unholy  union  of  hideous  counte¬ 
nance!  A  freak  of  nature!  A  travesty  of  all  that  is  good  and  decent! 

The  cheap  thrill  you  see  here 
belongs  to  Sausalito’s  Ethan  Hay, 
a  former  windsurfing  instructor 
and  current  ‘real’  boat  sailor. 
Back  in  1993  or  ‘94,  he  found  this 
El  Toro  near  Yellow  Bluff,  on  its 
way  to  sea  with  no  one  aboard. 
There  were  no  identification 
marks,  so  he  put  up  a  notice  at 
the  local  West  Marine,  but  no  one 
ever  called.  For  the  price  of  a  new 
set  of  oars,  he  had  a  handy  little 
tender  to  his  Islander  Bahama. 

In  ‘95,  the  boat  gained  endur¬ 
ing  fame,  joining  such  elite  com¬ 
pany  as  the  state  tallship  Cali¬ 
fornian  and  the  legendaiy  Storm- 
vogel  by  appearing  in  a  mega¬ 
budget  Hollywood  movie.  Well, 
actually  it  was  more  like  a  small 
thespian  troupe  who  put  together 
a  show  based  on  Tennyson’s 
Lady  of  Shalott,  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Tahoe.  The  Toro  played  the 
boat  that  floated  the  beautiful- 
but-cursed  heroine  to  Camelot, 
where  she  arrives  dead.  (Didn’t 
Tennyson  ever  write  anything 
with  a  happy  ending?) 

Anyway,  Lady  of  Shalott  — 
that’s  what  Ethan  named  the  boat  —  didn’t  become  a  sailboat  until 
1997.  Hay  was  looking  into  building  a  mast  and  buying  a  sail  for  the 
little  beater  El  Toro  when  he  realized  he  had  all  these  windsurfer  rigs 
that  he  wasn’t  using  any  more. 

The  first  one  he  tried,  a  standard  6.4  square-meter  sail,  blew  the 
mast  step  out  of  the  boat  —  at  the  dock.  Okay,  reinforce  and  modify 
the  mast  step  with  a  lfttle  fiberglass,  improvise  a  better  sheet,  and  tiy 
a  smaller  sail. 

The  ideal  combination  turned  out  to  be  the  5.0  storm  sail.  Hay  re¬ 
ports  that  the  boat  sails  well  and  points  like  a  dream.  In  next  to  no  air, 
its  responsiveness  reminds  him  more  of  a  Laser.  He  hasn’t  sailed  it  in 
‘heavy’  air  yet  —  like  anything  approching  15  knots.  And  frankly,  he 
doesn’t  plan  to. 

Last  summer  Ethan  put  the  boat  in  at  Kappas  Marina  and  sailed  by 
a  guy  who  took  one  look  and  said,  ‘That’s  not  legal!" 

“I  thought  he  meant  launching  off  the  pier,”  says  Ethan.  “But  when 
I  went  over  and  talked  to  him  later,  I  realized  he  was  one  of  the  serious 
El  Toro  guys  who  sail  out  of  there.  There  are  four  or  five  Toros  at  the 
marina  that  are  just  immaculate.” 

Ethan’s  ‘unholy  union’  of  a  boat  still  gets  the  occasional  stony  glare 
from  a  Toro  purist,  but  he  just  waves  and  smiles  as  he  scoots  by.  Like 
its  namesake  in  the  Tennyson  poem,  Hay’s  little  boat  leads  a  life  apart 
from  others  of  her  kind.  Unlike  the  doomed  heroine,  this  Lady  of  Shalott 
has  definitely  come  to  life. 

coast  watch 

The  following  are  some  of  the  more  significant  cases  to  which  Coast 
Guard  Group  San  Francisco  responded  between  December  20,  1998 
and  January  19,  1999. 

December  27  —  At  1:25  p.m.,  we  received  report  of  a  121.5  MHz 
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out  it  sans  pretty  good. 


Best  of  both  worlds?  ‘Lady  of  Shalott’  rev¬ 
els  in  Richardson  Bay. 


crew  list 

in  some  cases,  maybe  a  better  chance. 
That’s  because  novice  hands  are  happy 
to  do  things  the  way  the  skipper  likes 
them  done,  rather  than  arguing  with  an 
owner  about  the  ‘best’  way  to  do  some¬ 
thing  as  a  more  experienced  hand  might 
do. 

•  Be  realistic  about  the  committment  — 
Sailing  takes  time.  Even  a  simple  daysail 
can  end  well  after  dark  by  the  time  the 
boat  gets  put  away  —  the  ‘time  flies  when 
you’re  having  fun’  principle  in  action. 

Cruising  and  chartering  are  obviously 
24-hour-a-day  pursuits,  but  perhaps  the 
most  time-intensive  type  of  sailing  out 
there  is  racing.  Tons  of  behind-the-scenes 
work  goes  on  in  any  successful  racing 
campaign,  and  most  of  it  ain’t  out  on  the 
race  course.  It’s  done  at  the  dock,  on  the 
trailer  or  in  the  yard.  As  part  of  the  crew, 
you  will  likely  be  expected  to  put  in  your 
share  of  layday  work.  This  is  not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  racing  itself,  which  goes  on  for 
some  fleets  nearly  every  summer  week¬ 
end  (every  other  weekend  is  the  norm  for 
others).  Whatever  the  schedule  of  your 
boat’s  fleet,  you  as  crew  will  be  expected 
to  show  up  on  time  and  in  working  order 
for  each  race  unless  you  call  ahead  well 
in  advance  to  let  your  mates  know  about 
your  change  in  plans. 

In  a  related  tenet,  even  if  you  discover 
halfway  through  the  season  that  racing’s 
not  really  your  bag  of  tea,  our  suggestion 
is  to  put  on  your  biggest  smile  and  tough 
it  out  to  the  end  of  the  season.  The  sail¬ 
ing  community  is  small,  and  once  you 
establish  yourself  as  dependable  player, 
other  opportunities  will  develop. 

•  Be  realistic  about  deadlines  — To  put 
March’s  Crew  List  together,  we  must  re¬ 
ceive  forms  from  racers  no  later  than  Feb¬ 
ruary  15.  Everyone  else  has  until  March 


cass’  lease 

Lois  Keating- Fisher,  owner  of  Cass’ 
Marina,  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  Tuesday 
night,  January  12,  as  the  Sausalito  City 
Council  ended  four  years  of  negotiations 
by  renewing  her  waterfront  lease.  Located 
at  the  foot  of  Napa  Street  along  Bridgeway, 
the  sailing  school/boat  rental  facility  and 
its  surrounding  area  have  drawn  a  lot  of 
attention  in  recent  years  from  developers 
as  well  as  local  historians. 

”1  really  felt  like  Salvador  Dali's  paint¬ 
ing  of  the  watch  sliding  down  the  stair¬ 
case,"  said  Keating- Fisher,  known  to  just 
about  everyone*  on  the  waterfront  as  just 
plain  Lois.  'This  is  my  birthday  present 
for  March,"  she  added.  Lois,  who  was 
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—  cont’d 

15.  These  dates  are  not  arbitrary.  If  we 
don’t  have  the  forms  in  our  worked-to- 
the-bone  little  hands  by  then,  your  name 
won’t  go  in.  Also  note  that  your  name 
won’t  go  in  if  the  advertising  fee  isn’t  in¬ 
cluded  with  the  form.  You’ll  note  that 
prices  vaiy  from  $1  for  boat  owners,  to 
$5  for  everybody  else.  Favoritism?  You  bet. 
We’re  letting  owners  off  easier  because  we 
know  from  personal  experience  that 
they’re  spending  enough  on  the  boat  al¬ 
ready. 

•  Women  Crew  Listettes — Women  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  Crew  List  are  encouraged 
to  use  first  names  only,  and  to  use  some¬ 
thing  other  than  a  home  phone  number 
as  a  primaiy  contact.  We  make  this  sug¬ 
gestion  because  if  you  are  a  woman,  you 
will  get  calls,  and  not  all  of  them  might 
be  directed  toward  sailing,  if  you  know 
what  we  mean.  Effective  ‘  screening’  in¬ 
cludes  the  use  of  email,  answering  ser¬ 
vices  or  fax  contact  numbers. 

•  One  person  perform,  please  —  un¬ 
less  you  are  offering  your  skills  or  ser¬ 
vices  as  a  team  or  couple  only,  and  don’t 
wish  to  be  considered  individually.  It’s 
probably  going  to  hurt  your  chances  of 
scoring  a  ride  somewhat,  but  we  know 
how  great  it  can  be  to  share  an  adven¬ 
ture  like  cruising  to  some  far  off  land  to¬ 
gether  with  your  significant  other. 

If  you  need  more  forms  for  friends  or 
in  case  your  significant  other  jdumps  you, 
just  make  copies  of  these. 

That’s  about  it,  except  to  say  that,  if 
the  Crew  List  works  out  for  you  in  a  big 
way,  a  small  way  —  or  not  at  all  —  we’d 
like  to  hear  about  it.  By  analysing  the  situ¬ 
ations  that  come  together  smoothly  and 
the  ones  that  don’t,  we  hope  to  keep  im¬ 
proving  the  Crew  List  for  others  down  the 
line. 


renewed 

having  hip  replacement  surgery  the  end 
of  January,  remained  seated  as  dozens 
of  supporters  crowded  to  congratulated 
her  after  the  council’s  4- 1  decision. 

The  City  Council  invited  the  public  to 
an  open  forum  discussion  regarding  the 
Cass’  Marina  lease  at  the  council  meet¬ 
ing,  resulting  in  a  standing-room  only 
crowd.  The  original  lease  expired  in #1 995, 
and  since  then  the  marina  had  been  ex¬ 
isting  on  a  month-by-month  arrangement 
while  the  language  was  worked  up  for  the 
new  lease. 

In  all,  some  20  people  were  allowed 
time  to  address  the  council.  The  public 
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coast  watch  —  cont’d 

emergency  beacon  approximately  16  nm  WNW  of  Point  Bonita.  Group 
San  Francisco  issued  an  urgent  marine  information  broadcast  (UMIB). 
During  the  next  pass  the  satellite  did  not  pick  up  a  signal  in  the  area. 
On  the  2:47  p.m.  pass,  the  satellite  again  detected  the  signal,  produc¬ 
ing  a  "composite"  solution  about  17  nm  SW  of  the  previously  estimated 
position.  We  received  another  composite  solution  at  3:06  p.m.,  about  6 
nm  SW  of  the  first  composite  and  2.5  nm  NW  of  Half  Moon  Bay  Airport. 
Air  Station  San  Francisco  launched  a  helicopter  which  tracked  the 
signal  to  Half  Moon  Bay  Airport.  Shortly  after  landing  at  the  airport, 
the  helicopter  lost  the  signal.  We  then  registered  three  consecutive 
missed  satellite  passes,  and  suspended  active  search  pending  further 
development. 

In  this  case,  we  were  reasonably  certain  that  the  emergency  beacon 
belonged  to  a  private  aircraft  which  had  flown  south  along  the  coast  to 
Half  Moon  Bay.  The  pilot,  noticing  Coast  Guard  activity  around  the 
airport,  likely  concluded  that  his  or  her  aircraft's  emergency  locator 
transponder  (ELT)  had  activated,  and  switched  it  off.  This  case  also 
shows  the  difference  in  our  response  to  121.5  ELT  satellite  "hits"  ver¬ 
sus  those  from  a  406  MHz  emergency  position  indicating  radio  beacon 
(EPIRB).  Because  of  the  older  technology  used  in  ELTs  (carried  in  nearly 
all  aircraft,  but  made  obsolete  for  marine  use  with  the  advent  of  EPIRBs), 
we  will  note  a  first  satellite  hit  which  may  have  an  error  of  20  miles, 
but  will  not  launch  a  rescue  resource  unless  we  have  other  indications 
of  distress.  A  second  121.5  hit  will  give  us  a  composite  solution,  typi¬ 
cally  to  within  a  5-mile  accuracy,  and  we  will  then  commence  a  search 
for  a  possible  party  in  distress.  An  EPIRB  signal,  with  the  improved 
technology  of  the  newer  system,  gives  us  a  composite  solution  on  the 
first  hit  (along  with  the  identity  of  the  vessel,  if  the  owner  registers  the 
EPIRB)  and  we  will  immediately  launch  a  search.  If,  in  this  case,  a 
vessel  carrying  an  EPIRB  was  involved,  we  would  have  launched  a 
search  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes  earlier. 

December  27  —  At  9:40  p.m.,  Coast  Guard  Group  San  Francisco 
I  received  a  call  from  concerned  family  members  reporting  a  husband 
and  wife  overdue  from  a  fishing  trip  in  the  South  San  Francisco  Bay  on 
their  17-ft  pleasure  boat.  A  15-hour  search  was  conducted  by  a  41-ft 
utility  boat  (UTB)  from  Coast  Guard  Station  San  Francisco.  The  search, 
hampered  by  dense  fog  in  the  area  which  prevented  a  helicopter  launch, 
required  the  UTB's  crew  to  rely  upon  radar  and  their  own  hearing  as 
the  only  means  of  locating  the  vessel.  The  UTB  found  the  vessel  late 
the  next  morning,  about  150  yards  from  the  entrance  to  San  Leandro 
Marina,  the  place  from  which  it  had  departed  the  day  before.  The  two 
people  aboard  the  boat  were,  in  good  condition  and  in  no  distress. 
They  became  disoriented  in  the  fog  the  previous  day  and  had  anchored 
for  the  night.  The  UTB  safely  escorted  them  to  the  marina. 

The  vessel  had  no  means  of  communication  on  board.  Had  they 
equipped  themselves  with  a  radio  or  cellular  phone  to  contact  the  Coast 
Guard  or  their  family,  the  extensive  search  could  have  been  avoided 
and  assistance  provided  much  sooner. 

To  the  overdue  couple’s  credit,  as  soon  as  they  decided  they  were 
lost,  they  set  their  anchor  and  waited  for  rescue,  instead  of  remaining 
underway  in  heavy  fog  and  possibly  worsening  their  predicament.  But, 
let  us  again  remind  you:  always  take  a  means  of  communication  when 
you  get  underway!  A  cellular  phone  with  a  fully  charged  battery,  while 
not  the  preferred  device,  is  relatively  friexpensive.  In  many  areas,  cel¬ 
lular  phones  can  be  picked  up  from  25  miles  or  more  offshore,  as  well 
as  from  nearly  all  inland  waterways.  We  still  prefer  that  you  carry  a 
marine  band  VHF-FM  radio  —  our  land,  sea  and  air  communications 
network  is  optimized  for  FM.  Coast  Guard  aircraft  are  not  phone- 
equipped,  and  we  don't  have  the  ability  to  home  in  on  phone  signals. 
However,  many  of  our  Coast  Guard  Auxiliaiy  land  mobile  units,  as  well 
as  all  our  vessels  and  aircraft  can  DF  (home  in  on)  an  FM  radio's  sig¬ 
nal,  which  greatly  helps  us  to  take  the  "search"  out  of  "search  and 
rescue". 
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When  Paul  Kaplan  was  growing  up  he’d  hear 
his  father  say  the  above  any  time  Paul  came  home  with 
news  that  he’d  received  something  for  “free”.  Paul’s 
father  wasn’t  being  cynical  but  just  trying  to  teach 
his  son  a  lesson  in  business.  Because,  the  fact 
is,  if  any  company  brakes  it  their  practice 
of  giving  things  away,  they’d  rapidly 
find  themselves  out  of  business ! 

From  an  early  age  Paul  came 
to  understand  this  principal  both 

as  a  boat  owner  and  just  as  im- 

\ 

portantly  as  a  business  owner. 

That’s  why  KKMI  doesn’t  offer  a 
“free”  lunch  with  every  haulout.  They 
don’t  try  and  entice  customers  with  gim¬ 


and  paid  many  yard  bills,  more  than  I  care  to  remem¬ 
ber!  It  always  bothered  us  when  the  yard  would  charge 
us  the  retail  price  for  materials  when  I  knew  we  could 
have  purchased  it  for  less  at  West  Marine.  We’ve  ad¬ 
dressed  this  issue  by  now  matching  those  prices. 
Our  yard  not  only  has  the  lowest  labor 
rates  but  with  this  special  discount, 
there  will  be  no  question,  our  cus¬ 
tomers  can  be  sure  they’re  get¬ 
ting  a  great  deal.” 


micks,  but  rather  focus  on  delivering  their  cus¬ 
tomers  the  best  value  possible.  A  perfect  example  of 
KKMI’s  commitment  is  their  decision  to  break  from 
the  industry  standard  of  charging  retail  prices  for  ma¬ 
terials  such  as  bottom  paint.  Rather,  they’ve  made  the 
bold  decision  to  match  the  prices  offered  by  the  dis¬ 
count  catalog  stores.  When  asked  about  the  discount 
Paul  said,  “My  wife  and  I  have  owned  numerous  boats 


There’s  even  more  great 
news,  for  those  who’ve  had  ingestion 
from  one  too  many  “free”  lunches. 
There’s  now  a  way  to  see  what  the  real  savings 


will  be  when  you  paint  your  bottom  at  KKMI.  They 
now  offer  a  'Bottom  Paint  Estimator'  at  their  web  site, 
and  you  can  see  the  savings.  All  you  need  to  do  is  go 
to  www.kkmi.com,  answer  a  few  questions  about  your 
boat  and  voila,  your  savings  will  be  in  black  and  white. 
No  Pepto  needed  afterward! 
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iSURE  AND  COMMERCIAL  BOAT  YARD 

RONICLE 


530  WEST  CUniNG  BOULEVARD  * 

POINT  RICHMOND,  CA  94804  { 

(510)  235-KKMI  •  fax:  235-4664  j 

www. kkmi.com  •  e-mail:  yard@kkmi.com  { 


ERS  WELCOME  -  LARGE  MARINE  STORE  ON  PREMISES 


STORE  HOURS  7:30-4:30  M0N.-FR1,  9-2  SAT 


NAUTORs 

SWAN 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


NEW  SWANS 
And  More!  ™,H*MCISCO 


Swan  57  Raised  Saloon 

Outstanding  balance  between  comfort, 
performance  and  quality.  Call  for  info. 


Swan  651  Tristan 

Beautiful  condition  and  set  up  for  short- 
handed  sailing.  Superb  at  $895,000. 


Farr  39  Perfect  blend  of  high  perfor¬ 
mance  with  creature  comforts.  Com¬ 
plete  package  for  the  serious  sailor. 


55'  Ed  Monk  Pilothouse  Motoryacht 

Angelique  V 

Launched  in  1995.  Low  hours. 

Call  for  details. 


Swan  56  The  ultimate  blend  of  speed 
and  sumptuous  luxury.  Call  us  today 
for  a  descriptive  video. 


Swan  38  Mahal  Classic  S&S  design. 
Superb  Bay  boat  available  at  our  docks. 
A  steal  at  only  $85,000. 


Viking  45  Sport  Cruiser 

Three  staterooms  with  fantastic  perfor¬ 
mance.  Barely  used.  Save  a  bunch! 


65’  Tolly  craft  Tai  Suites 
Fantastic  inventory  and  light  use  make 
this  an  exceptional  value  at  $1,149,000. 


CRANE 


Windesday's  Winches 

SCOOP  DU  JOUR:  For  those  of  you  who  keep  tabs 
on  what’s  happening  in  the  marine  industry  . . .  have  I 
got  the  inside  story.  As  you  may  know  .  .  .  last  sum¬ 
mer  KKMI  purchased  the  marine  store.  Anchorage 
Richmond,  and  through  the  terrific  efforts  of  Ralf,  Bob 
and  Grant  they’ve  now  outgrown  their  present  space. 
They’re  going  to  remain  at  KKMI  but  they  are  going 
to  move  into  one  of  the  really  big  buildings  on  the 
property.  This  will  offer  not  only  more  products  to  the 
yard  customers,  but  for  all  those  yachtsmen  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  Bay  they  will  now  have  a  much 
larger  marine  store  near  by.  The  GREAT  NEWS  is 
they  will  be  selling  all  of  their  products  at  the  same 
prices  offered  by  the  discount  catalog  stores.  No  longer 
will  you  need  to  fight  the  traffic  to  Sausalito  or  Oak¬ 
land  just  so  that  you  can  buy  marine  supplies  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices.  For  those  in  Berkeley  all  the  way  to 
San  Rafael,  if  you  go  to  KKMI’s  new  larger  marine 
store,  you  will  not  only  save  money  but  something 
even  more  valuable  .  . .  your  time!  The  crew  there  is 
working  to  have  the  store  fully  stocked  and  opera¬ 
tional  by  April  1  ...  I’ll  keep  you  posted  on  their 
progress  and  other  exciting  news.  What . . .  you  want 
to  know  more?  I  can’t  tell  you  everything  ...  at  least 
not  here! 

★  ★  ★ 

SLOOP  DU  JOUR:  It  was  sort  of  eerie  .  .  .  but  it 
seemed  like  just  the  other  day,  Sayonora  was  sitting 
in  her  cradle  at  KKMI .  .  .  and  then  the  next  moment 
she’s  completing  the  tragic  Sidney/Hobart  Race.  This 
immediately  reminded  me  of  how  quickly  life  can 
change  and  how  we  should  never  take  anything  for 
granted  ...  at  sea  ...  or  otherwise.  It  also  drove  home 
the  point  that  on  a  day-to-day  basis,  the  work  that  is 
done  at  KKMI  can  save  someone’s  life.  You  see  .  .  . 
while  Sayonora  was  in  the  yard  one  of  the  tasks  was 
to  replace  some  of  the  older  lifeline  stanchion  bases. 
Obviously  this  is  an  important  part  of  any  boat,  and 
they  are  generally  taken  for  granted  .  .  .  that  is,  until 
your  life  depends  on  them!  Every  day  of  the  week-all 
sorts  of  boats  complete  safe  passages  due  to  the  care 
taken  by  the  craftsmen  at  KKMI.  It’s  unfortunate  that 
...  far  the  most  part  ...  the  only  time  the  media  pays 
attention  to  sailing  is  when  something  goes  tragically 
wrong. 

★  ★  ★ 

THREE  DOT  YACHT:  The  New  Year  has  just  be¬ 
gun  and  with  it  one  of  the  largest  yachts  sales  to  occur 
on  the  West  Coast  has  just  taken  place.  Working  with 
a  long-standing  client,  Ken  Keefe  has  just  completed 
the  contract  signing  for  a  brand  new  1 47  ’  motor  yacht. 
With  tank  testing  complete  it  is  now  to  be  built  under 
Ken’s  supervision.  This  boat  is  expected  to  take  23 
months  to  build.  Talk  about  long  gestation  periods! 
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coast  watch  —  cont’d 


cass’  lease 


January  3  —  Station  Monterey  received  a  report  of  a  nude  swim¬ 
mer  in  distress  at  Red,  White  and  Blue  Beach  near  Santa  Cruz.  Santa 
Cruz  County  fire/ambulance,  State  Parks,  and  Coast  Guard  units  re¬ 
sponded.  A  Station  Monterey  47  ft  motor  lifeboat  (MLB)  and  an  H-65 
helicopter  from  Air  Station  San  Francisco  conducted  searches  of  the 
shoreline.  An  hour  and  a  half  after  the  initial  report,  fire  department 
personnel  reported  that  the  person  had  made  it  back  to  the  beach 
safely  on  his  own. 

While  this  case  once  again  highlighted  highly  effective  ways  in  which 
we  work  with  local  emergency  service  personnel,  we'd  like  to  empha¬ 
size  that  we  will  respond  appropriately  to  any  report  of  maritime  dis¬ 
tress,  regardless  of  the  state  of  dress  of  the  distressed  party! 

January  9  —  At  10  a.m.  Marin  County  Marine  Rescue  1  found  an 
overturned  skiff  in  Richardson  Bay.  Station  Golden  Gate  dispatched 
an  MLB  and  Air  Station  San  Francisco  launched  a  helicopter.  Both 
units  conducted  numerous  searches  with  negative  results.  We  ran  the 
skiffs  registration  number,  and  through  that  were  able  to  contact  the 
owner's  girlfriend.  She  directed  us  to  the  parking  lot  where  we  found 
the  owner's  truck,  and  told  us  that  the  owner  may  have  either  gone  to 
his  workplace  (by  other  means)  or  to  a  friend's  boat  anchored  in 
Richardson  Bay.  The  MLB  located  the  skiffs  owner  and  another  pas¬ 
senger  on  the  friend's  boat.  Their  skiff  had  capsized  at  9  a.m.  and  they 
were  in  the  water  for  approximately  15  minutes  before  being  able  to 
climb  into  the  friend's  boat.  The  men  were  capable  of  contacting  the 
authorities  but  chose  not  to  because  one  of  them  had  an  outstanding 
arrest  warrant.  He  was  taken  into  custody  by  the  Marin  County  Sheriffs 
Department. 

The  Coast  Guard  takes  seriously  all  reports  of  unattended  boats 
found  adrift,  assuming  that  someone  has  been  lost  over  the  side.  In 
many  cases,  we  can  determine  from  the  boat's  condition,  equipment 
aboard  (or  lacking),  and  extent  of  marine  growth  on  the  boat,  that  the 
boat  is  derelict,  and  will  suspend  the  search.  In  this  case,  we  found 
oars,  PFDs,  and  other  items  floating  nearby,  and  we  pressed  on  with 
an  active  search. 

January  13  —  We  received  a  phone  call  at  5: 15  p.m.  from  a  woman 
reporting  her  husband  and  son  overdue  on  a  trip  from  Pittsburgh  to 
San  Leandro  Marina  in  their  28-ft  Bayliner.  They  departed  around  noon 
and  were  scheduled  to  arrive  in  San  Leandro  at  3:30  p.m.  Stations 
Carquinez  and  San  Francisco  checked  with  local  marinas  along  the 
route,  with  no  sightings  of  the  vessel  reported.  The  fishing  vessel  Julie 
Blue  heard  the  Coast  Guard's  UMIB  concerning  the  overdue  boat,  and 
stated  he  had  seen  a  vessel  matching  its  description  between  Pinole 
Point  and  Pt.  San  Pablo.  Both  Stations  then  launched  UTBs  to  investi¬ 
gate  the  F/V's  report.  The  Station  Carquinez  UTB  located  the  missing 
vessel  at  8:30  p.m.  and  towed  it  to  Vallejo  Marina.  The  Bayliner  had 
experienced  a  dead  batteiy  and  had  anchored  in  the  vicinity  of  the  salt 
flats  NE  of  Pt.  San  Pablo.  The  Julie  Blue's  response  to  our  UMIB  was  a 
key  factor  in  locating  the  missing  vessel  in  a  shorter  time  than  may 
have  been  required  otherwise. 

January  15  —  Shortly  after  midnight  we  received  a  911  cellular 
phone  call  from  the  operator  of  a  32-ft  herring  boat,  reporting  his  ves¬ 
sel  aground  in  the  Oakland  Estuary  near  NAS  Alameda.  A  Station  San 
Francisco  UTB  responded  and  located  the  vessel  on  the  rocks.  The 
crew  was  transferred  ashore.  We  contacted  Alameda  PD  for  shoreside 
assistance  in  keeping  the  crew  off  the  vessel,  since  there  appeared  to 
be  a  danger  of  its  capsizing.  Suspecting  that  the  operator  was  under 
the  influence  of  alcohol,  Alameda  PD  conducted  field  sobriety  tests 
and  a  breathalyzer  test  on  the  operator.  The  man  failed  the  field  sobri¬ 
ety  test  and  registered  a  blood  alcohol  content  of  .  1 5  percent,  almost 
three  hours  after  the  initial  accident.  He  was  taken  into  custody  by 
Alameda  PD.  A  commercial  salvage  company  safely  refloated  the  vessel 
later  that  morning. 

January  16  —  At  10:30  a.m.  Station  Monterey  received  a  call  from 
the  charter  vessel  Caroline,  underway  off  Point  Sur,  reporting  a  33 

continued  on  outside  column  of  next  sightings  page 


comments  were  overwhelmingly  in  favor 
of  keeping  the  marina  as  it  is  and  where 
it  is.  The  common  current  running 
through  most  comments  was  the  intrin¬ 
sic  value  of  an  establishment  like  Cass’ 
that  has  a  legacy  of  public  benefit  and 
goodwill  —  a  quality  which  goes  beyond 
mere  dollar  value.  ‘This  is  Sausalito,"  said 
Alma  Burlingame,  a  Berkeley  professor 
who  brings  people  to  sail  at  Cass’.  ‘This 
is  what  we’re  here  for.” 

The  main  opposition  to  renewal  of  the 
lease  was  voiced  by  Council  member 
George  Stratigos,  who  twice  raised  the 
issue  of  delaying  the  lease  process  until 
a  formal  appraisal  of  the  property  could 
be  conducted,  followed  by  open  bidding 
on  development  of  the  area  and  public 
consideration  of  counter-offers.  Both 
times  he  was  shot  down  by  the  council, 
to  the  applause  of  citizens  in  attendance. 

City  Attorney  Craig  Labadie  explained 
that  the  new  lease  will  remain  in  effect 
for  20  years.  The  purpose  of  the  lease  is 
to  provide  for  the  rental  of  sailboats,  in¬ 
struction  and  public  access  to  the  water - 


a  whale 

The  recovery  of  the  Gray  Whales  has 
been  called  the  single  greatest  success 
stoiy  in  the  histoiy  of  protecting  endan¬ 
gered  species.  And  Mexico,  by  designat¬ 
ing  the  Grays’  three  main  calving  lagoons 
‘whale  sanctuaries’,  played  a  major  part 
in  the  comeback.  Once  hunted  to  near 
extinction,  the  gray  whale  population  now 
numbers  around  20,000. 

The  grays  are  thought  to  calve  in  the 
same  Baja  lagoons  every  year  for  two  rea¬ 
sons:  the  waters  there  are  warm,  so  new¬ 
born  whales  don’t  lose  precious  body  heat; 
and  so  salty  that  they  have  no  problems 
surfacing  or  nursing.  After  three  months 
of  the  latter,  they’ve  built  up  enough  blub¬ 
ber  reserve  for  the  arduous  trip  back  to 
their  feeding  grounds  in  Alaska. 

Of  Baja’s  three  lagoon  nursuries,  only 
one  —  Laguna  San  Ignacio  —  remains  un¬ 
disturbed  by  human  encroachment.  But 
not  for  long,  if  a  joint  Japanese/Mexican 
venture  gets  the  go-ahead.  That  would  be 
ESSA,  a  partnership  between  Mitsubishi 
and  the  Mexican  Ministry  of  Trade  to  build 
the  world’s  largest  salt  factory  right  next 
to  Laguna  San  Ignacio.  This  facility  would 
feature  116  square  miles  of  drying  ponds 
cut  out  of  the  nearby  terrain,  and  giant 
pumps  that  would  remove  6,000  gallons 
of  water  per  second  from  the  lagoon. 

In  their  first  “environmental  impact 
assessment,”  the  partnership  devoted 
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front.  In  exchange  the  tenants  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  storm  damage,  routine  re¬ 
pairs  and  channel  dredging.  Fifty  percent 
of  area  improvements  such  as  paving  the 
parking  lot,  which  is  badly  needed,  is  in¬ 
cumbent  upon,  the  marina. 

Lois  read  a  prepared  statement  thank¬ 
ing  everyone  for  their  support  of  37  years 
of  "down-to-earth"  business  operations  at 
Cass'.  "Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to 
bring  to  your  attention  the  hundreds  of 
letters,  faxes  and  telephone  calls,  mostly 
directed  to  our  mayor,  Amy  Belser,  who 
in  her  busy  life  acknowledged  most  of 
them,"  she  read.  "I  want  to  thank  every¬ 
one  who  has  supported  Cass'  Marina  .  .  . 
and  for  all  the  guidance  and  help  in 
storms  and  fair  weather.  It  is  because  of 
this  loyalty  and  support  that  we  are  here 
tonight."  , 

After  the  meeing,  Lois  and  about  20 
supporters  retired  to  the  Sausalito  Cruis¬ 
ing  Club  for  toasts  of  champagne  and 
slabs  of  fresh,  homemade  spice  cake. 
"Here's  to  another  20  years!"  she  said. 

—  ethan  hay 


of  a  problem 

miniscule  coverage  to  the  whales.  But 
there’s  not  much  they  could  say  with  any 
authority,  since  they  didn't  actually  com¬ 
mission  any  research  on  the  subject. 

So  the  Mexican  Ministry  of  Fisheries, 
to  their  great  credit,  rejected  the  docu¬ 
ment.  Another  is  being  formulated. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  a  salt  plant  on 
Laguna  San  Ignacio  could  ruin  the  frag¬ 
ile  ecosystem  there,  and  with  it  the  whales 
and  other  sea  life.  (Waste  spills  from  other 
salt  plants  at  other  lagoons  have  killed 
scores  of  turtles  and  fish.) 

The  Natural  Resources  Defense  Coun¬ 
cil  —  the  influential  group  who  brought 
you  the  phaseout  of  lead  in  gasoline  and 
the  international  treaty  to  protect  the 
ozone  layer,  among  other  things  —  has 
spearheaded  an  American  effort  to  stop 
the  ESSA  project.  And  they’re  asking  for 
your  support.  If  you  have  strong  feelings 
about  this  issue,  check  out  the  gray  whale 
section  of  NRDC’s  website  ( www.nrdc.org ) 
and  sign  the  email  petition  to  Mitsubishi. 
You  can  also  find  out  how  to  contact 
Mexico’s  Secretary  of  Commeroe  and 
other  ways  to  support  NRDC’s  work  on 
this  important  front. 

If  you  have  to  do  all  this  by  ‘snail  mail’, 
the  National  Resources  Defense  Council 
is  at  40  West  20th  Street,  New  York,  NY 
10011. 


SIGHTINGS 


coast  watch  —  cont’d 

year  old  female  passenger  in  diabetic  shock.  A  41-ft  UTB  from  the 
station  escorted  Caroline  to  Carmel  Bay.  The  woman  was  then  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  UTB  which  delivered  her  to  an  ambulance  waiting  at 
Stillwater  Cove.  She  was  treated  at  a  local  hospital  and  released. 

At  3:25  p.m.  the  same  day,  we  received  a  call  on  Channel  16  from 
the  sailboat  September  Song  reporting  they  had  recovered  two  surfers 
caught  in  the  strong  ebb  current  near  the  south  tower  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge.  The  recovered  surfers  reported  that  their  friend  had  also 
been  surfing  in  the  same  area  and  was  not  in  sight.  A  Station  Golden 
Gate  44-ft  MLB  and  a  helicopter  from  Air  Station  San  Francisco  com¬ 
menced  a  search  for  the  missing  surfer.  At  4: 15  PM,  the  missing  surfer 
contacted  the  Coast  Guard  by  telephone  and  reported  he  had  returned 
safely  and  had  been  in  no  distress.  Upon  being  dropped  off  by  Septem¬ 
ber  Song,  the  two  recovered  surfers  found  their  friend  waiting  at  their 
car. 

—  captain  larry  hall,  uscg 

short  sightings 

OFF  NORWAY  —  If  you  give  them  enough  time,  even  herring  can 
learn  new  tricks.  According  to  a  December  article  in  the  Oslo  newspa¬ 
per  Dagblader,  a  local  trawler  netted  a  huge  school  of  herring.  When 
the  crew  started  hauling  in  the  nets,  the  school  swam  en  masse  for  the 
bottom,  capsizing  the  boat  despite  panicked , attempts  to  cut  the  net 
free!  The  six  crew  were  rescued. 

BASS  STRAIT  —  You’ll  be  reading  a  lot  about  the  Bass  Strait  in  this 
issue.  That’s  the  gnarly  patch  of  water  between  Southern  Australia 
and  Tasmania  where  the  Sydney-Hobart  fleet  got  pounded  in  late  De¬ 
cember.  (Our  coverage  begins  on  the  next  page.)  Earlier  in  December, 
the  Bass  Strait  was  also  in  the  news  when  a  maniac  named  Nick  Maloney 
set  out  from  Flinders,  Australia,  to  boardsail  the  150  miles  to  Tasma- 
t  nia.  The  30-year-old  Aussie  survived  the  ordeal,  arriving  22  exhaust¬ 
ing  hours  later  to  become  the  first  person  to  successfully  sail  a  board 
across  the  notorious  patch  of  ocean.  Although  he  claims  to  have  trained 
hard  for  the  trip,  he  arrived  “not  feeling  very  flash.”  At  last  report,  he 
was  seeking  medical  treatment  for  a  severely  swollen  hip  and  three 
fingers  that  had  lost  all  sensation. 

) 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Pier  400  Project,  as  it’s  called,  is  reported  to 
be  the  largest  dredging  and  landfill  operation  in  the  nation.  When  com¬ 
pleted,  it  will  have  removed  enough  material  from  the  main  channels 
of  L.A.  Harbor  to  accommodate  the  world’s  largest  ships,  and  will  have 
added  nearly  600  acres  to  the  Port  to  help  accommodate  their  cargos. 
But  perhaps  the  most  impressive  aspect  of  the  Pier  400  Project  is  that 
it  is  also  aimed  at  benefiting  wildlife.  Under  a  plan  co-sponsored  by 
City  Councilwoman  Ruth  Galanter  and  the  environmental  group  Heal 
the  Bay,  some  200,000  to  600,000  cubic  meters  of  rocky  material  will 
be  relocated  to  an  80-acre  area  of  flat  bottom  inside  the  harbor  to 
provide  an  ‘artificial  reef  for  local  fish  populations. 

CANBERRA,  AUSTRALIA  —  In  increasingly  common  scenario,  about 
8  p.m.  one  night  last  month,  Australian  Search  and  Rescue  headquar¬ 
ters  in  Canberra  alerted  local  police  that  a  marine  EPIRB  (Emergency 
Position  Indicating  Radar  Beacon)  had  gone  off  along  the  Brisbane  River. 
A  search  began  immediately  in  the  growing  darkness  for  a  vessel  in 
distress.  After  six  hours  of  searching  by  boat,  on  foot,  by  helicopter 
and  even  by  an  off-duty  ambulance,  the  signal  was  finally  found  to  be 
emanating  —  from  a  trash  bin  at  a  small  boat  launching  facility.  Ap¬ 
parently,  the  owner  of  the  beacon  thought  it  was  no  good  and  threw  it 
out.  Its  landing  in  the  bin  jarred  it  to  life. 

“We’ve  never  had  an  EPIRB  before,”  noted  an  Ipswich  Police  ser¬ 
geant  who  had  taken  part  in  the  search.  “But  we’ve  certainly  had  boats 
sink  in  the  river.” 


February,  1 999  •  ItKUJc  38  •  Page  1 23 


and  3  minutes.  The  Jutson  80  Brindabella 
was  second  home,  followed  by  the  Farr 
47  Ausmaid.  A  tiny  IMS  boat,  the  Sydney- 

based  Hicks 
35  AFR  Mid¬ 
night  Rambler, 
made  it 

through  the 
storm  un¬ 
scathed  to  win 
on  corrected 
time. 

It  was  a  Pyr¬ 
rhic  victory,  marking  the  saddest  day  in 
our  sport  since  the  Fastnet  Race  tragedy 
off  Ireland  in  1979,  when  15  racers  lost 
their  lives  under  similar  circumstances. 
Ironically,  the  owner  of  AFR  Midnight  Ram¬ 
bler —  who  bought  the  boat  just  a  month 
before  the  race  —  attributes  his  victory 
to  having  read  the  book  Lessons  Learned 
frotn  the  Fastnet  Race.  "Unlike  the  oth¬ 
ers,  we  hit  the  worst  when  it  was  still  day¬ 
light,  so  we  could  see  the  waves  coming," 
commented  Ed  Psaltis,  38.  "I  then  remem¬ 
bered  reading  that  the  only  way  to  handle 
waves  of  that  size  was  to  take  them  on  at 
a  60-70  degree  angle  rather  than  pulling 
away,  risking  getting  swamped  or  rolled." 


VV  n  December  27,  1998,  the  shit  hit 
the  fan  off  the  Australian  coast,  turning 
the  Sydney-Hobart  Race  into  the  second 

worst  yachting  - - - 

disaster  in 
modern  times. 

Eighty-knot 
winds  and  30+ 
foot  seas  rav¬ 
aged  the  115- 
boat  fleet, 
leaving  six 
sailors  dead 
and  six  boats  abandoned,  three  of  which 
sank:  Winston  Churchill,  Sword  of  Orion 
and  Miintinta. 

In  a  herculean  effort,  55  sailors  were 
plucked  from  the  ocean  to  safety  by  the 
Australian  Maritime  Safety  Authority. 
Thirty-nine  government  airplanes,  six 
helicopters  and  three  ships  participated 
in  the  two-day  battle  against  Mother 
Nature.  Countless  local  yachtsmen  and 
fishermen  also  helped  out,  and  the  tales 
of  the  rescuers'  heroics  abounded. 

The  630-mile  race  rapidly  degenerated 
into  a  survival  contest,  and  the  results 
were  largely  overshadowed  by  the  trag¬ 
edy.  For  the  record,  however,  43  boats  — 
just  37%  of  the  fleet  —  made  it  from 
Sydney  to  Hobart.  Larry  Ellison's  Farr  80 
Sayonara  took  line  honors,  as  predicted, 
in  the  non-record  time  of  2  days,  19  hours 


' People  out  there  were  dying 
This  is  not  what  the  race  is 
supposed  to  be  about. " 


‘Business  Post  Naiad'  wallows  helplessly  amid 
her  own  wreckage  as  she  waits  to  be  towed  in. 
Two  crewmen,  killed  when  she  rolled,  were  still 
aboard.  Photo  by  Jay  Town/Newspix. 
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HELL  AND  HIGH  WATER 


SYDNEY-HOBART  '98 


The  parallels  between  the  recent 
Sydney-Hobart  Race  and  the  '79  Fastnet 
are  uncanny  —  in  both  cases,  a  huge  mid¬ 
summer  storm  was  correctly  forecast,  but 
the  information  wasn’t  relayed  to  the  rac¬ 
ers  in  a  timely  manner.  Both  races  saw 
sea  and  wind  conditions  which  were  be¬ 
yond  the  experience  level  of  virtually  all 
competitors,  and  yachts  and  lives  were 
lost  in  each  event.  The  death  toll  in  each 
race  might  have  been  higher  but  for  doz¬ 
ens  of  valiant  rescue  missions,  many  per¬ 
formed  under  life-threatening  conditions. 
Never  mind  that  billionaires  —  Ted  Turner 
in  '79,  Larry  Ellison  in  '98  —  took  home 
major  trophies  and  grabbed  headlines 
after  each  race. 

One  competitor  who  sailed  in  both  ill- 
fated  events  —  Syd  Fischer,  the  battle- 
hardened  owner  of  the  Farr  50  Ragamuf¬ 
fin  —  claimed  that  the  Fastnet  storm  was 
rougher,  with  waves  up  to  60  feet.  Waves 
in  the  Sydney-Hobart  were  generally  re¬ 
ported  at  about  half  that,  but  they  were 


short  and  steep,  and  more  than  able  to 
toss  today's  lighter  and  dicier  race  boats 
around  like  "bathtub  toys,"  as  one  news¬ 
paper  article  aptly  put  it. 

T\ie  54th  Telstra  Sydney-Hobart 
Race  started  well  enough,  under  bright 
sunny  skies  at  1  p.m.  on  Boxing  Day, 
December  26.  In  keeping  with  tradition, 
all  115  boats  started  the  bluewater  clas¬ 
sic  together.  It  was  the  biggest  fleet  to  hit 
the  line  since  1994,  when  an  all-time  high 
of  3f7  boats  competed  in  the  epic  50th 
edition.  Several  thousand  spectator  boats 
added  to  the  chaos,  most  of  whom  were 
jockeying  to  get  a  closer  look  at  the  stars 
of  the  show  —  maxis  Sayonara,  Brind- 
abella,  Bobsled,  Nokia  [ex- The  Card}  and 
the  new  Wild  Thing. 

"Given  suitable  conditions  we  could 


MARK  RUDIGER  —  "A  SCARY  DAY.  .  . 


Sausalito  navigator  Mark  Rudiger  is 
definitely  sailing's  ’man  of  the  hour'.  Just 
as  his  life  was  getting  back  to  normal  af¬ 
ter  winning  last  year's  Whitbread  Race, 
he  was  thrust  into  the  international  lime¬ 
light  again  last  month  as 
the  navigator  of 
Sayonara  in  the  Sydney- 
Hobart  Race.  Here  are 
some  of  his  observations 
and  opinions  about 
what  happened. 

How  did  this  expe¬ 
rience  compare  with 
the  worst  of  the 
Whitbread  Race? 

That’s  the  question  I 
get  asked  the  most.  It 
was  rougher  than  the 
Whitbread,  but  didn't 
last  as  long.  Remember, 
the  hard  parts  of  the 
Whitbread  are  down¬ 
wind,  in  big  following 
swells  and  bitter  cold 


This  was  upwind  into  Mark  Rudiger. 
huge  seas,  but  not 


nearly  as  cold.  The  only  comparable  part 
of  the  Whitbread  was  the  leg  around  Cape 
Hatteras  into  Chesapeake  Bay,  which  was 
also  really  rough  and  bumpy  with  the  Gulf 
Stream  against  the  wind. 

Some  people  seem  to  want  to  blame 
the  race  committee  for  what  happened. 


Wfiat'e  vmii*  talrA9 

WUdl  81  j  w lit  * 

That's  just  not  right.  This  was  my  first 
Sydney-Hobart,  but  even  so  I  knew  to  ex¬ 
pect  a  rough  race.  Classically,  it's  a  run, 
then  a  beat,  followed  by  a  run.  It's  rare  to 

. .  get  through  the  race 

without  a  'Southerly 
Buster',  their  term  for 
the  localized  40-knot 
squalls  that  roll  through 
the  Bass  Strait.  Knowing 
this,  the  committee 
takes  every  precaution: 
the  pre-race  safety  in¬ 
spections  are  quite  thor¬ 
ough,  they  make  all  1 15 
boats  check  in  three 
times  a  day  —  a  real 
chore!  —  and  they  gave 
a  great  weather  and 
safety  briefing  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve,  two  days  be¬ 
fore  the  race.  The 
weather  looked  'normal' 
then  —  even  our  meteo¬ 
rologist  Roger  'Clouds' 
Badham,  who  lives  out¬ 


side  Sydney  and  is  an  expert  on  the 
weather  there,  didn't  see  this  thing  de¬ 
veloping.  He  told  us  that  it  might  be  a  little 
rougher  than  usual,  but  that  we’d  have  a 
good  shot  at  the  record. 

How  windy  was  it  really? 

We  used  every  sail  on  the  boat,  from 


the  storm  sails  to  the  drifter  at  the  end, 
Through  a  lot  of  it,  we  had  up  a  storm 
trysail  and  a  #5.  We  saw  60  knots,  with 
35-foot  waves  — •  and  we  were  out  ahead 
of  the  fleet,  so  we  didn't  even  get  the  worsl 
of  the  storm.  I  can't  imagine  what  it  was 
like  on  a  40-footer.  .  .  The  thing  that  wil 
get  you  though  isn’t  the  wind,  it's  the 
waves.  We  were  in  the  Bass  Strait  during 
the  height  of  the  storm,  where  the  seas 
are  really  confused  —  a  total  washing  ma 
chine.  We  were  out  of  rescue  range,  to 
tally  on  our  own.  If  there's  any  silver  lin 
ing  to  this  disaster,  it's  that  the  majority 
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slice  half  a  day  off  the  course  record," 
claimed  Sayonara  owner  Larry  Ellison, 
who  previously  took  line  honors  in  the  '95 
race  when  Sayonara  was  new.  In  1996, 
Sayonara' s  arch-rival  Morning  Glory  had 
set  a  new  course  record  of  2  days,  14 
hours  and  7  minutes,  and  Ellison  was 
pulling  out  all  the  stops  this  year  to  top 
that  benchmark.  Towards  that  end,  he 
armed  Sayonara  with  a  transom  scoop 
that  extended  her  LOA  to  80  feet,  new  sails 
specifically  designed  for  the  race,  and  one 
of  the  best  crews  money  can  buy —  among 
them  Chris  Dickson,  who  cut  his  honey¬ 
moon  short  to  go  sailing,  navigator  Mark 
Rudiger,  Tasmanian  hero  Graeme  'Frizzle' 
Freeman,  and  Kiwi  rockstars  Joey  Allen 
and  Robbie  'Battler'  Naismith. 

Sayonara,  with  Ellison  driving,  got  a 
clean  start  —  no  easy  feat  in  that  kind  of 
traffic  —  and  led  the  fleet  out  of  Sydney 
Harbor,  thereby  earning  the  first  of  their 
eventual  seven  trophies.  Sayonara' s  23- 
man  crew  were  the  first  to  hang  a  right 
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‘Sayonara' shifting  hack  up  after  the  worst  of  the 
storm.  In  August,  the  boat  will  sail  In  the  Fastnet  ■ 
Race,  which  had  Its  own  disaster  20  years  ago. 

of  the  fleet  wasn’t  where  we  were  when 
this  thing  hit.  It’s  a  good  thing  they  were 
still  near  the  coast,  or  the  death  toll  would 
have  been  staggering. 

How  was  the  race  going  up  until  the 
storm  hit? 

Really  well.  We  started  in  shorts  and 
T-shirts  on  a  beautiffil  sunny  day.  The 
start  was  a  total  zoo,  but  we  got  out  of 
there  unscathed,  put  up  the  kite  and  had 
some  great  sailing  all  that  day.  We  were 


in  a  southerly  current,  going  16-18  over 

: 

saved  us.  That  60  mile  current  boost  got 
us  ahead  of  the  worst  of  the  storm. 

They  give  you  the  weather  briefing  at 
each  roll  call,  and  that  night  we  heard 
that  a  big  low  was  developing.  The  call 
was  for  gale  warnings,  maybe  even  storm 
warnings  {45-55  knots)  —  enough  to  get 
our  attention.  I  told  the  guys  to  rest  up, 
try  to  eat  something  now.  and  to  get  the 
storm  sails  on  the  lop  of  the  pile.  But  I 
still  couldn't  see  what  the  fuss  was  all 
about,  even  with  our  real-time  satellite 


imagery,  the  storm  still  didn't  look  like 
anything. 

What  was  your  first  clue  that  this 
was  going  to  be  really  bad? 

We  have  this  digital  barograph  on 
Sayonara,  and  it  started  to  drop  like  a 
stone  around  10  p.m.,  which  was  when  it 
was  getting  dark.  It  went  from  1008  to 
980  in  about  four  hours,  a  drop  so  abrupt 
it  reminded  me  of  Gun  Barrel  at  Heav¬ 
enly  Valley.  -When  it’s  in  that  steep  de¬ 
cline,  the  hackles  on  the  back  of  my  neck 
really  get  up  —  and  sure  enough,  it 
started  to  get  windier  and  overcast.  By 
midnight,  it  was  gusting  to  40  and  we  still 
had  the  kite  up,  which  was  getting  hairy 
with  the  nose  digging  in.  But  we  had 
BrindabeUg  right  on  our  hip,  and  they 
weren’t  giving  up,  so  neither  were  we. 

But  then  a  really  big  blast  hit,  and  we 
stuffed  the  bow  under.  The  spinnaker  kept 
going,  tearing  the  pole  out  of  the  mast. 
S6  we  had  this  38-foot  carbon  pole  flop¬ 
ping  wildly  around,  half  on  the  deck,  half 
in  the  water.  The  clew  of  the  kite  was 
ripped  out.  and  it  was  a  real  fire  drill  to 
get  everything  back  on  deck.  I  figured 
Brtndabella  had  passed  us  during  this 
time,  but  we  saw  them  during  one  par¬ 
ticularly  big  lightning  bolt,  flailing  behind 
us  on  the  horizon  with  their  own  prob¬ 
lems.  We  reefed  the  main,  got  a  blast 
reacher  up,  and  then  the  wind  got  really 
puffy  and  shifty  before  swinging  around 
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turn  and  pop  their  chute,  zooming  south 
at  up  to  20  knots  in  glorious  sailing  con¬ 
ditions.  The  fleet  spread  out  behind  them, 
still  oblivious  to  the  Impending  mael¬ 
strom. 

Veterans  of  the  race  knew  that  these 
nice  downwind  conditions  don't  persist, 
that  the  wind  shifts  predictably  around 
and  that  several  days  of  heavy  beating  lay 
in  store  before  setting  the  kite  again  for 
the  final  approach  to  Hobart.  Winds  to 
40  knots  are  frequent  in  the  Sydney- 
Hobart,  and  the  Bass  Strait  —  the  shal¬ 
low  body  of  water  between  mainland  Aus¬ 
tralia  and  Tasmania  —  is  notoriously 
rough,  as  the  southerly  currents  collide 
against  the  prevailing  westerly,  Unlike 
Californians,  who  prefer  downwind  races 
to  warm  places,  the  macho  Aussies  actu¬ 
ally  enjoy  the  rugged  bash  to'  ’Tassie’. 
Probably  because  it  is  such  a  difficult 
crossing,  the  race  has  taken  on  a  mythi¬ 
cal,  rite-of-passage  quality  —  and  the 
party  at  the  Hobart  docks  is  part  of  the 
legend,  apparently  every  bit  as  boister¬ 
ous  as  the  race. 

But  no  one  was  prepared  for  the  in- 


AUSTRALIA 


Held  annually  on  De¬ 
cember  26,  this  tough 
630-mile  passage  is 
one  of  the  top  blue- 
water  races  in  the 
world,  ranking  up  with 
the  Fastnet  Race,  the 
Bermuda  Race  and 
the  TransPac. 


54th  Sydney  to 
Hobart  Race 


tensity  of  the  storm  that  lay  ahead.  Ini¬ 
tial  reports  claimed  that  the  fleet  was 
caught  by  surprise,  but  Australia's  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Meteorology  had  in  fact  issued  a 
warning  on  Christmas  Day,  24  hours  be¬ 


fore  the  race.  However,  at  the  pre-rac< 
weather  briefing  held  by  host  Cruising  YC 
of  Australia  two  days  prior  to  the  race  (or 
Christmas  Eve),  all  had  still  appearec 
'normal'.  The  usual  ’Southerly  Buster’  was 
expected  18  hours  into  the  race,  wit! 
winds  in  the  40-knot  range  —  maybe  £ 
little  tougher  than  usual,  but  not  uncom¬ 
mon. 

Years  of  Sydney-Hobart  tradition 
backed  by  Racing  Rule  4  ("A  boat  is  solel) 
responsible  for  deciding  whether  or  not 
to  start  or  to  continue  racing"),  dictatec 
that  the  pilgrimage  would  go  on  —  which 
it  did,  despite  the  impending  foul  weathei 
—  precisely  at  1  p.m.  Whether  or  not  the 
race  committee  made  the  right  call  in 
starting  the  race  is  a  moot  point,  though 
it  is  naturally  the  topic  dujour  in  yachl 
club  bars  around  the  world  now. 

Regardless,  all  115  boats  headed 
south.  Anyone  monitoring  their  radio  an 
hour  and  14  minutes  into  the  race  heard 


on  the  nose.  That’s  about  when  it  all 
started. 

Still  no  maydays? 

At  the  0300  roll  call,  25  boats  had 
dropped  out,  heading  for  Eden.  There 
were  reports  of  a  few  dismastings,  but  no 
one  was  in  real  trouble  yet.  We'd  ripped 
the  main,  so  we  were  under  storm  trysail 
and  small  jib,  doing  okay  in  40-45  knots. 
By  early  morning,  however,  we  were  en¬ 
tering  the  Bass  Strait  and  it  was  blowing 
a  steady  50,  with  gusts  to  60.  It  was  get¬ 
ting  really  rough,  and  guys  were  getting 
washed  up  against  their  harnesses.  We 
started  to  throttle  back  then,  luffing  the 
jib  and  trying  to  steer  around  the  waves, 
which  was  really  tricky. 

How  did  Sayonara  hold  up? 

The  boat  actually  came  through  pretty 
well,  especially  considering  it’s  mainly  a 
buoy  racer  which  wasn't  meant  to  take 
that  kind  of  abuse.  We  broke  all  sorts  of 
little  things,  though  —kites,  then  the 
mainsail  (earlier  a  batten  pocket  caught 
the  backstay  during  a  jibe,  breaking  the 
leech  cord),  both  primary  winches  broke, 
the  babystay  rod  under  the  foredeck 
broke,  and  we  had  some  minor  delami¬ 
nation  to  the  bow  from  going  airborne  so 
many  times.  The  crew  was  getting  beat 
up,  too  —  we  had  four  guys  out  of  the  23 
down  with  injuries.  One  guy,  Phil  Keiley. 
who  runs  the  Oracle  office  in  Sydney 


MARK  RUDIGER  — 

broke  his  ankle;  another  guy  broke  some 
ribs;  one  guy  broke  his  thumb.  Just  about 
everyone  felt  seasick. 

Was  It  really  scary,  or  just  another 
day  at  the  office?  And  how  was  it  navi¬ 
gating  through  all  this? 

I'd  say  it  was  a  scary  day  at  the  office. 
Pretty  miserable,  too.  The  inside  of' the 
boat  was  soaking  wet  and  hot,  people  were 
barfing  in  buckets,  and  the  guy  with  bro¬ 
ken  ribs  was  moaning  in  his  bunk  every 
time  we  went  off  a  wave.  I'm  always  de¬ 
bating  whether  I’d  be  happier  on  deck 
sailing  than  sitting  at  the  table  down  be¬ 
low.  .  .  You  could  hear  the  waves  rum¬ 
bling  at  the  boat  even  from  down  below, 
and  when  they  hit,  the  whole  boat  would 
reverberate.  The  nav  station  on  Sayonara 
is  pretty  far  aft,  so  the  motion  is  accentu¬ 
ated  —  everything  shakes,  your  vision 
blurs.  It’s  fatiguing  just  sitting  there. 

The  worst  part  was  that  the  nav  sta¬ 
tion  flooded  out  from  water  coming  in 
through  the  linkage  between  the  primary 
winches  —  at  one  point,  I  opened  the 
chart  table,  and  there  was  literally  stuff 
floating  around  inside.  We  stuffed  rags  in 
all  the  leaks,  but  by  then  it  had  shorted 
out  our  SSB,  which  was  how  we  got 
weatherfaxes  and  stayed  in  communica¬ 
tion.  We  were  30  miles  ahead  of  the  other 
maxi,  Brindabella,  at  that  point,  and 
about  100  miles  in  front  of  the  fleet,  so 


we  were  out  of  handheld  VHP  range,  too. 
For  about  a  day,  we  were  out  of  contact 
with  everyone,  though  the  SatCom-C  unit 
that  the  race  sponsor,  Telstar,  installed 
on  board  was  automatically  transmitting 
our  position. 

We  still  had  satellite  imagery,  and  by 
now  I  could  see  this  low  developing.  The 
fastest  way  out  of  its  danger  zone,  the 
northern  quadrant,  was  to  dive  straight 
south  —  which  was  the  direction  we  were 
going  anyway,  so  it  was  a  no-brainer  to 
carry  on. 

Did  you  know  what  was  going  on  be¬ 
hind  you? 

Not  really,  but  we  suspected  it  wasn't 
good.  Remember,  we  were  out  of  contact 
during  the  worst  of  it.  As  we  got  near 
Hobart,  we  were  able  to  get  some  news 
on  a  little  AM/FM  radio  we  had.  We  didn't 
know  the  full  extent  of  the  damage  until 
we  tied  up  in  Hobart. 

Did  you  ever  atop  racing,  and  switch 
into  'survival  mode'?  Did  you  ever  talk 
about  quitting? 

I  guess  we  were  racing  in  survival 
mode,  if  that  makes  sense.  Basically,  we 
were  just  trying  to  keep  the  boat  together 
—  if  you  went  too  slow,  you’d  lose  steer¬ 
age  and  get  clobbered  by  a  wave.  But  ii 
you  went  too  fast,  you’d  launch  yourseli 
off  these  really  steep  waves,  which  you 
could  only  do  so  many  times  before  some- 
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Hobart,  there  have  only  been  two  fatali¬ 
ties  until  now  —  a  72-year-old  man  was 
lost  overboard  in  1984  and  a  58-year-old 


an  even  more  ominous 
weather  update  —  winds 
were  now  forecast  to  hit  45- 
55  knots  within  24  hours, 
accompanied  by  nine  to 
twelve  foot  waves.  Several 
boats  —  arguably  the  only 
smart  ones  —  withdrew 
based  on  that  broadcast, 
while  everyone  else  pushed 
resolutely  on. 

By  the  next  morning, 
southwesterly  winds  of  35 
knots  hit  the  fleet.  By  noon, 
the  weather  was  suddenly 
extreme,  with  gusts  reported  / 
up  to  70  knots.  Boats  and 
men  were  starting  to  come 
unglued  by  now,  and  about 
a  dozen  boats  had  retired  with  damage. 
The  wind  and  seas  continued  to  build  all 
afternoon,  with  the  worst  yet  to  come. 

Since  1945,  the  year  of  the  first  Sydney  - 


man  was  struck  on  the  head  when  his 
boat  dismasted  in  1 989.  By  the 
second  night  of  the  race,  in  the 
worst  conditions  anyone  can 
ever  remember,  six  more  sail¬ 
ors  were  added  to  the  list. 


Beaten  into  a  plowshare,  the  R/P  43  'Sword  of 
Orion  '  was  abandoned  and  presumed  sunk.  Pic¬ 
ture  by  Farifax  Photo  Gallery. 


Winston  Churchill 

Richard  Winning's  55-footer 
Winston  Churchill  was  a  famil¬ 
iar  and  much-loved  sight  in 
Sydney.  At  56  years  old,  the 
pretty  woody  was  a  veteran  of 
the  inaugural  Sydney- Hobart, 
and  had  been  back  16  more 
times.  Her  nine-man  crew  in¬ 
cluded  grizzled  race  veterans 
John  Gould,  a  32-time  vet,  and 
John  'Steamer'  Stanley,  a  31- 
timer,  as  well  as  19-year-old 
Michael  Rynan,  thrilled  to  be  off  on  his 
first  'Hobart'.  It  was  a  sound  vessel  and  a 
good  crew  —  like  many  boats  in  the  race, 
they  knew  they  wouldn't  win,  but  were  in 
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"A  SCARY  DAY  AT 
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thing  major  broke.  We  haul  five  primary 
drivers  and  they  did  a  great  job  of  getting 
us  through  the  storm.  It  took  an  incred¬ 
ible  amount  of  concentration  to  steer,  and 
generally  no  one  lasted  longer  than  half 
an  hour  at  a  time. 

About  100  miles  from  the  finish,  we  did 
tack  onto  port  and  headed  towards  the 
lee  of  Tasmania,  a  decision  that  should 
have  cost  us  tactically.  But  we  were  flying 
off  the  waves  and  really  beating  up  the 
boat  —  we  had  to  get  to  calmer  waters  to 
preserve  the  boat,  even  if  It  cost  us  some 
time.  As  it  turned  out,  soon  after  we  did 
that,  the  wind  started  dying  and  then  lifted 
us  onto  the  layline  for  the  finish  —  mak¬ 
ing  it  look  like  a  brilliant  call! 

We  couldn't  have  quit  from  where  we 
were,  as  going  to  Hobart  was  by  then 
closer  and  it  was  safer  to  go  forward  into 
the  waves  than  to  turn  back,  and  run  with 


them.  We  were  thankful  that  Brindabella 

didn't  get  in  trouble  either.  We  would  have  was  actually  quite  happy, 

had  to  sail  back  to  rescue  them,  which  What  was  the  finish  like? 


motivated  to  stay  awake.  I  got  in  a  few  Naturally,  the  scene  at  the  dock  was  re- 

10-mimite  catnaps  here  and  there,  but  ally  subdued.  No  cheering  or  clapping, 

basically  stayed  awake  for  three  days.  It  just  lots  of  people  watching.  Everyone  was 

makes  a  good  case  for  dual  navigators.  still  shocked;  no  one  knew  what  to  do. 

No  one  else  got  much  sleep  either.  To  /  What  lessons  can  you  draw  from  this 
give  you  an  example  of  how  wiped  out  we  tragedy?  - 

all  were,  at  the  height  of  the  storm,  Joey  Well,  I'm  still  sorting  that  out  It's  funny 
Allan  came  ripping  through  the  inside  of  —'before  the  race,  I  told  a  bunch  of  people 

the  boat  yelling  out  for  Frizzle.  It's  really  if  it  got  really  nasty,  the  boat  I  wanted  to 

confusing  tq  keep  track  of  everyone  on  a  be  on  was  Winston  Churchill  It  had  a  deep 

maxi  in  the  dark,  and  no  one  could  find  protected  cockpit,  a  hard  dodger,  solid 

him  anywhere.  Joey  had  searched  every  wood,  construction.  .  .  yet  it  was  one  of 

inch  of  the  deck,  and  now  couldn't  find  the  first  to  founder.  No  matter  how  good 

him  below.  Everyone  he  asked  just  your  boathandling  skills  or  how  good  your 

shrugged,  complete  zombies.  I  hit  the  boat  is,  if  there's  a  wave  out  there  with 

'save'  button  on  our  GPS,  praying  he  your  name  on  it,  you’re  toast.  Fate  and 

hadn't  been  swept  over.  Then  I  got  up  and  chance  have  a  lot  to‘  do  with  it. 

started  looking  for  Joey,  who  was  still  What  about  the  future?  Will  you  do 
looking  frantically  for  the  guy.  Finally,  this  race  again? 
about  10  minutes  later,  we  found  Frizzle  I’ll  continue  to  race.  It’s  what  I  get  paid 
—  he  was  sound  asleep  on  the  floor,  and  to  do,  and  what  I  love  to  do.  One  of  the 

a  huge  sailbaghad  rolled  on  top  him.  He  things  that  bugs  me  about  all  the  main¬ 
stream  press  coverage  this  event  received 
is  that  they  all  seem  to  want  to  portray 


would  have  been  potentially  veiy  danger- 


Really  eerie.  It’s  supposed  to  be  a  big  sailing  as  a  really  dangerous  sport,  which 
fanfare  with  fireworks  and  champagne  it's  not.  Statistically,  it's  probably  more 
and  a  huge  dockside  party.  We  came  up  dangerous  driving  to  the  store  for  a  loaf 


ous  for  us. 

Did  you  get  any  sleep  at  all? 

Not  really.  When  you’re  reporting  to  the  Derwent  River  as  the  sun  rose,  and  a  of  bread, 

three  watch  captains,  it  seems  you're  al-  boat  with  a  bagpiper  came  out  to  greet  I’ll  probably  do  the  Sydney-Hobart 

us.  It  was  a  mournful  sound,  and  1  don’t  Race  again,  but  not  for  awhile.  I  don’t 
think  there  was  a  diy  eye  on  the  boat.  All  think  anyone  is  in  a  big  hurry  to  go  back 

23  of  these  big  macho  ocean  racing  guys  there  right  now  —  but  life  goes  on. 

were  choked  up — it  was  pretty  emotional.  - 


ways  briefing  someone.  The  fear  of  not 
being  able  to  answer  their  questions  cor¬ 
rectly  —  and  especially  of  enduring  one 
of  Chris  Dickson's  tirades  —  keeps  you 
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it  for  the  adventure. 

A  little  after  5  p.m.  on  Sunday,  in  hor¬ 
rendous  conditions,  the  25-ton  Churchill 
was  lifted  by  a  rogue  wave  and  sent  air¬ 
borne,  landing  sideways.  The  impact 
smashed  three  windows  and  broke  the 
main  bulkhead,  allowing  water  to  rush 
into  the  boat.  "It  was  like  being  thrown 
against  a  brick  wall,"  said  Stanley,  a  51- 
year-old  America's  Cup  and  Admiral's 
Cup  vet.  As  the  boat  staggered  upright, 
the  crew  saw  that  water  was  over  the  floor¬ 
boards  and  rising  —  maybe  some  planks 
opened  up,  or  maybe  the  mast  had  gone 
through  the  hull.  Their  electrical  pump 
quickly  shorted  out,  and  bailing  with 
buckets  proved  futile. 

Two  liferafts  were  brought  on  deck,  a 
mayday  was  calmly  issued  at  5:15  p.m., 
and  within  20  minutes  the  Churchill  was 
gone.  Skipper  Winning,  the  experienced 
Gould,  young  Rynan  and  another  crew 
got  in  the  four-man  circular  raft  along 
with  the  boat's  EPIRB.  Stanley  and  four 
others  went  into  the  larger  square  raft. 
Soon  after  they  abandoned  ship,  the  line 
holding  the  two  rafts  together  parted,  and 
they  drifted  apart.  The  clrogues  on  both 
rafts  broke  next,  turning  the  rafts  into, 
in  Stanley's  words,  "beachballs  in  the 
surf." 

Both  rafts  soon  capsized  and  remained 
inverted  in  the  heavy  seas.  Faced  with  a 
dwindling  air  supply,  Winning  elected  to 
swim  out  and  attempt  to  right  his  raft. 
Standing  on  the  side  of  the  raft  and  us¬ 
ing  its  tether,  he  somehow  got  the  raft's 
lip  into  the  wind,  which  flipped  the  thing 
back  over.  He  did  this  several  times,  and 
his  efforts  probably  saved  their  lives.  The 
next  day,  they  were  spotted  by  a  plane 
and  subsequently  lifted  onto  a  helicopter 
—  they'd  drifted  90  miles  in  just  over  23 
hours. 

The  other  raft  wasn't  as  lucky.  One  of 
the  first  waves  to  smash  into  their  raft 
rearranged  the  men  so  violently  that 
Stanley's  ankle  was  broken.  When  the  raft 
finally  turned  turtle  at  9  p.m.,  they  stood 
on  the  roof  and  contemplated  their  situa¬ 
tion.  Concluding  that  the  raft  was  actu¬ 
ally  more  stable  in  that  upside-down  po¬ 
sition,  they  decided  to  cut  a  hole  in  the 
floor  to  allow  air  in.  It  was  a  fatal  deci¬ 
sion.  Several  hours  later,  the  raft  flipped 
again,  and  the  force  of  their  flying  bodies 
shredded  the  already-slit  floor. 

With  no  floor,  and  all  their  supplies 
gone  except  for  a  strobe  and  a  flashlight, 
the  five  men  hung  desperately  to  the  outer 
tube  —  the  life  raft  was  now  just  a  big  life 
ring.  "You're  scared,  you’ve  got  to  be 
scared,  but  it's  no  panic  situation.  We 
knew  we  were  in  for  a  hard  time,"  Stanley 


said  later. 

At  3  a. m.,  a  monster  wave  smashed 
into  them.  Holding  his  breath  for  an  "eter¬ 
nity"  and  refusing  to  let  go  of  the  careen¬ 
ing  raft,  Stanley  surfed  his  "beachball"  on 
the  huge  swell  for  an  estimated  300  or 
400  meters.  When  he  finally  popped  up, 
only  one  other  man  was  on  board  —  two 
of  the  other  three  crew  were  briefly  vis¬ 
ible  about  300  meters  behind  them,  then 
gone.  After  desperately  holding  on  for  12 
more  hours  and  through  repeated  cap¬ 
sizes,  the  duo  were  fortunately  spotted 
just  before  nightfall  and  airlifted  to  safety. 
It’s  doubtful  they  could  have  made  it 
through  another  night. 

The  bodies  of  two  of  the  Churchill  crew 
—  58-year-old  Jim  Lawler  and  52-year- 
old  Mike  Bannister  —  were  subsequently 
recovered  from  the  Tasman  Sea.  The  body 
of  John  Dean,  47,  was  never  found.  Skip¬ 
per  Winning,  grieving  for  his  lost  friends, 
has  vowed  never  to  race  again. 

Other  Fatalities 

Two  more  people  died  when  the  Tas¬ 
manian  Farr  40  Business  Post  Naiad 
rolled  over  twice  in  heavy  seas  some  60 
miles  offshore.  Owner  Bruce  Guy,  51, 
suffered  a  heart  attack  and  expired  in  the 
arms  of  a  crewmember,  and  Phil  Skeggs, 
34,  drowned  while  stuck  in  his  safety  har¬ 
ness  during  the  second  roll.  Another  crew 
came  within  seconds  of  the  same  fate, 
claiming,  "I  am  the  luckiest  man  alive." 
The  seven  remaining  crew  battened  them¬ 
selves  inside  the  dismasted  1984  one 
tonner,  and  spent  a  frightening  night  be- 


Doing  the  right  thing:  the'  Stand  Aside'  crew  de¬ 
ployed  their  raft  but  stuck  with  the  boat  to  await 
rescue. 

low  decks.  At  3  a.m.,  their  liferafts  — 
which  had  been  lowered  to  one  side  of  the 
boat  —  blew  away.  'We  were  too  tired  to 
do  anything  about  it,"  said  one  survivor. 
"Everyone  was  bashed  and  bruised." 

At  8  a.m.,  the  shell-shocked  crew  was 
helicoptered  to  safety.  The  bodies  of  Guy 
and  Skeggs  were  brought  ashore  when 
Naiad,  one  of  12  Tasmanian  boats  in  the 
race,  was  subsequently  retrieved  and 
towed  into  the  port  of  Eden. 

The  other  casualty  was  a  high  profile 
one.  Internationally  known  British  Olym¬ 
pic  Star  sailor  Glyn  Charles,  33,  was 
swept  off  the  deck  of  Sword  of  Orion,  a 
well-sailed  1993  R/P  43,  when  a  30-foot 
wave  rolled  the  boat  360  degrees.  Ironi¬ 
cally,  Orion  had  already  quit  the  race  and 
was  high-tailing  it  for  Eden  when  the  killer 
wave  broke  over  them.  When  Orion  righted 
itself,  her  rig  was  broken  in  four  or  five 
places  and  literally  wrapped  around  the 
hull.  Charles,  one  of  two  men  on  deck  at 
the  time,  ended  up  in  the  water,  his  safety 
harness  having  parted.  In  a  chilling  im¬ 
age,  his  shipmates  watched  helplessly  as 
Charles,  possibly  injured,  swam  towards 
the  boat  with  one  arm. 

There  was  no  way  to  get  safety  gear  to 
him,  nor  could  anyone  safely  swim  to  him. 
Twenty  minutes  passed  before  the  crew 
lost  sight  of  Charles  forever.  Meanwhile, 
Orion  had  about  three  feet  of  water  inside 
and  appeared  to  be  going  down.  Her  hull 
to  deck  joint  was  split,  her  main  hatch 
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'lown  off,  and  eveiy  ring  frame  in  the  hull 
ms  broken.  The  crew  activated  their 
:PIRB,  cut  away  the  rig,  and  desperately 
ailed  with  buckets.  An  hour  later,  they 
rere  winched  to  safety  and  the  boat  left 
3  sink.  Charles'  body  was  never  recov- 
red.  )  , 

Steve  Kulmar,  Orion's  helmsman  and 
good  friend  of  Charles,  was  emotionally 
evastated.  "My  new  seaboots  and  wet 
weather  gear  are  on  Sword  of  Orion,"  he 
aid.  "She  has  sunk.  There  is  no  better 
lace  for  them.  I  will  never  do  another 
[obart  Race." 


Near  Misses 

The  crew  of  the  Bashford-Howison  41 
-52  were  lucky.  Their  boat  rolled  upside 
own  and  stayed  in  that  position  for  three 
r  four  minutes,  locking  eight  men  inside, 
he  two  crew  on  deck  were  both  trapped 
nder  the  hull  when  it  turtled' —  one  man¬ 
ned  to  get  his  head  above  water  and  hang 
a  to  a  stanchion,  while  the  other  had  to 
nclip  and  swim  to  the  surface.  When  the- 
oat  finally  righted  itself,  there  was 
lough  structural  damage  that  the  crew 
riefly  considered  abandoning  ship. 

A  rescue  helicopter,  soon  hovering 
rer  B-52,  was  able  to  measure  the  wave 
right  at  that  moment.  "We  were  at  80 
et  of  altitude,"  said  the  pilot,"  when  one 
ave  went  through  under  us  and  the  in- 
rument  showed  we  were  at  ten  feet." 
espite  their  peril,  someone  recalled  the 
lage  about  never  getting  into  a  liferaft 
rtil  you  have  to  climb  up  into  it.  The 
ew  elected  to  stay  with  B-52  and  some¬ 


how  nursed  it  to  shore. 

At  1 1  p.m.  on  Sunday  night,  a  huge 
wave  catapulted  Midnight  Special,  a 
Jarkan  40  from  Queensland,  into  a  360 
degree  roll.  Dismasted,  taking  on  water, 
without  steerage,  and  with  injured  crew, 
they  activated  their  EPIRB.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  boat  was  found  wallowing  in  20- 
foot  seas  and  the  crew  airlifted  to  safety. 

But  even  as  the  first  man  was  being 
retrieved,  Midnight  Special  rolled  again 
and  stayed  over  momentarily,  terrifying 
the  eight  remaining  crew  —  who  described 
themselves  in  the  face  program  as  a  "boat¬ 
ful  of  regular  blokes  out  to  have  sortie  fun" 
—  trapped  below.  Their  abandoned  boat 
was  later  recovered  and  towed  in. 

In  the  largest  single  rescue  mission, 
twelve  crew  were  airlifted  off  the  VC  Off¬ 
shore  Stand  Aside,  a  Young  12,  which  was 
dismasted  50  miles  southeast  of  Eden. 
The  boat  had  a  gaping  hole  in  the  cabin 
top  and  three  injured  crew,  and  was  re¬ 
portedly  in  danger  of  sinking,  siand  Aside 
also  was  later  recovered. 

One  other  boat,  the  1976  Swanson  42 
cruiser  Miintinta,  was  abandoned  and  her 
six  crew  airlifted  to  safety.  The  boat  was 
believed  yo  have  sunk  later,  though  de¬ 
tails  surrounding  this  entire  incident  are 
sketchy.  Individuals  were  also  taken  off 
several  other  boats,  each  of  which  appar¬ 
ently  kept  skeleton  crew  aboard  to  deliver 
the  boats  to  port.  Complete  details  of  all 
the  rescues  still  aren't  readily  available, 
even  several  weeks  afterwards. 


wearing  a  lifejacket.  His  mates  soon  lost 
sight  of  him  during  their  own  failed  res¬ 
cue  attempt.  A  Polair  helicopter,  on  stand¬ 
by,  responded  immediately  to  their  dis¬ 
tress  call,  quickly  locating  Campbell  and 
lowering  a  man  down  to  retrieve  him.  DeT 
spite  being  in  the  water  only  40  minutes, 
Campbell  was  already  suffering  from  hy¬ 
pothermia. 

The  litany  of  dismastings,  broken 
bones  and  suffering  goes  on  and  on,  as 
do  the  tales  of  individual  heroism.  Books 
will  no  doubt  be  written  chronicling  the 
full  extent  of  the  disaster,  which  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  loss  of  lives  is  conservatively 
estimated  to  have  caused  over  $7  million 
in  damage  to  the  fleet  and  around 
$650,000  of  taxpayers'  money  for  the  res¬ 
cue  effort. 

What’s  not  as  easily  measured  is  the 
emotional  impact  of  the  tragedy  on  the 
1,000  or  so  race  participants,  and  the 
ripple  effects  it  will  have  on  the  greater 
sailing  world. 

Aftermath 

A  somber  mood  hung  over  the  docks 
in  Hobart  as  the  battered  fleet  began 
trickling  in,  led  by  S agonara.  Owner 
Ellison,  who  had  just  days  earlier  called 
this  "the  greatest  ocean  race  in  the  world," 
was  visibly  shaken.  "People  out  there  were 
dying.  This  is  not  what  the  race  is 
supposed  to  be  about,"  he  told  reporters. 
"It's supposed  to  be  difficult,  yes.  Danger¬ 
ous,  no.  Life-threatening,  definitely  not. 
A  lot  of  us  are  upset." 

Eyen  the  most  experienced  sailors 
stepped  off  their  boats  with  new-found 


"No  matter  how  good  your  boathandling  skills  or  how 
good  your  boat  is,  if  there's  a  wave  out  there  with  your 
name  on  it,  you're  toast. " 


At  least  two  men  were  lost  overboard 
but  recovered.  Garry  Schipper,  crew  on 
the  Sydney  41  Challenge  Again,  survived 
going  over  during  the  first  night  at  least 
partially  because  he  hung  on  to  his  flash- 
.  light  as  he  fell.  His  shipmates  were  thus 
able  to  see  him  at  all  times,  and  retrieved 
him  within  15  minutes.  They  reported  that 
the  Lifesling  was  difficult  to  use  in  such 
challenging  conditions. 

In  the  other  more  dramatic  case, 
crewmember  John  Campbell  was  swept 
off  Kingurra,  a  1972  'Blaelin  Swan'.  He 
had  momentarily  unhooked  his  harness 
while  moving  about  the  boat,  and  wasn't 


respect  for  the  sea,  some  swearing  this 
would  be  their  la6t  Sydney-Hobart.  "I'm 
getting  too  old  for  this,"  commented  Syd 
Fischer,  72.  Sayonara  helmsman  Chris 
Dickson  claimed  that  all  thoughts  of  a 
record  run  were  forgotten  in  the  struggle 
to  just  stay  alive.  "Being  here  first  is  nice, 
but  just  being  here  at  all  is  the  big  thing," 
he  said. 

On  January  1,  a  crowd  of  over  5,000 
mourners  gathered  at  Constitution  Dock 
in  Hobart  —  the  traditional  terminus  of 
the  race  —  for  a  memorial  service. 
Eulogies  were  read,  and  more  tears 
flowed.  In  a  haunting  moment,  six  floral 
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wreaths  were  thrown  into  the  Bay,  as 
muted  bells  sounded  from  a  nearby 
cathedral. 

The  struggle  to  make  sense  of  the 
tragedy  continues.  The  Cruising  YC  of 
Australia  has  begun  their  official  inquiry 
into  the  race,  which  has  already  provided 
some  interesting  feedback.  Some  of  the 
points  raised  thus  far  are  that  many  of 
the  boats'  storm  sails  were  too  big  for  the 
occasion,  that  many  of  the  crew  weren't 
experienced  enough,  and  specifically  that 
predominantly  black,  square  liferafts 
(such  as  Stanley's)  are  unstable  and  very 
hard  to  spot.  Inevitably,  the  safety  bar  will 
be  raised  for  future  Sydney- Hobarts  —  it's 
the  logical,  not  to  mention  politically 
correct,  thing  to  do  after  a  tragedy  like 
this. 

The  bigger  picture  will  take  longer  to 
understand.  What  went  wrong?  Who  or 
what  was  to  blame?  Should  the  race 
committee  have  postponed  the  start,  or 
abandoned  the  race  before  the  fleet 


Stormy  weather  —  the  seasoned  Hobart  racers 
thought  they'd  seen  it  all  before. . .  until  this  thing 
clobbered  them  early  on  Sunday. 


passed  Eden?  Could  the  disaster  have 
somehow  been  averted?  Tough  questions, 
with  no  easy  answers.  The  subject  will 
likely  reverberate  for  months  —  if  not 


years  —  and  we  will  follow  up  ap 
propriately. 

No  matter  what,  the  show  will  g< 
on.  "The  Sydney-Hobart  Race  is  part  o 
our  way  of  life,"  said  the  Australian  Prim< 
Minister  John  Howard.  "These  people 
have  lost  their  lives  following  a  sport  tha 
they  love.  It's  a  tragedy,  but  there  are 
many  tens  of  thousands  of  Australian! 
that  are  keen  sailors  and  yachtsmen  anc 
they  will  go  on.  I'm  quite  sure  that  those 
who  have  been  touched  by  this  tragedy 
would  want  them  to  go  on." 

—  latitude/ rkn 

Ed.  note  —  Check  www.s2h.tas. go^ 
,au/  and  www.syd-hob.telestra.com.au/ 
for  more  coverage.  Also,  please  note  thai 
the  American  Red  Cross  is  accepting  tax 
deductible  contributions  to  aid  the  families 
of  the  survivors  and  reimburse  private 
rescue  efforts. 
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Quick 
impeller 
changes 
cut  risks 

^  Just  imagine:  We  can  build 
zillion-hour-rated  engines,  but 
can’t  figure  out  a  way  to  keep  a 
$5  chunk  of  neoprene  from 
coming  apart. 

Impellers  aren’t  going  to  change, 
but  a  British  company,  True 
Marine,  has  done  the  next  best 
thing.  It  developed  the  Speedseal 
Safety  Cover  as  a  replacement 
for  most  existing  impeller  housing 
covers.  This  beautifully-machined 
Vi" -thick  brass  plate  has  a 
grooved,  nitrile  O-ring  for  sealing 
-  good-bye  paper  gaskets  -  and 
comes  with  four  knurled  thumb 


bolts  for  installation.  Two  of  the 
bolts  are  slotted  and  need  only 
be  loosened  to  remove  the  cover 
blindly,  which  I  did.  This  product 
works.  ^ 
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SAFETY  COVERS 

$59  +  $7  Shipping 

DELIVERY  DIRECT  ABOUT  5  DAYS 

1-800-675-1105 


6am  to  1  pm  Eastern  Time 
Tel/Fax:  011  44  1372  451992 
TRUE  MARINE  DIRECT 

30A,  Merrylands  Road,  Bookham,  KT23  3HW,  England.  Email:  safety@speedseal.com 
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For  Outdoor  Adventures 


Portable 
Dock  Rings 

No  cleat  or  ring  in  place? 
Then  tie  up  with  convenient 
Portable  Dock  Rings.  They 
install  in  seconds.  Made  of 
heavy  duty  steel;  tested  to 
hold  even  in  wave  action. 


Sticky  Pockets 


Organize  all  the  stuff  you  take 
along  outdoors.  Sticky 
Pockets  have  suction  cups  for 
instant  attachment.  You'll 
never  loose  your  sunscreen, 
sinkers  or  keys  again! 


Fender  Tender  II 

Docking  made  simple,  fun  and 
easy,  without  the  hassle  of 
tying  knots  each  time  you 
come  up  to  the  dock.  Use 
Fender  Tenders  to  clip  your 
fenders  to  rails,  cleats,  life¬ 
lines  or  side  wing  windows. 


See  all  the  latest 
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products  in  our  newest  catalog. 


Get  yours  today  by  e-mail,  fax  or  phone. 

For  instant  gratification,  visit  our  Web  Site:  www.davisnet.com. 


Davis  instruments 

3465  Diablo  A  venue,  Hayward,  CA  94545  U.S.A. 
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located  right  in  the  page  margins,  to  help  you 
quickly  analyze  and  plan  for  what  is  going  on 
with  the  weather  where  it  matters  most  -  where 
you  are. 

This  tool  brings  together  for  the-  first  time 
the  key  elements  of  forecasting  and  tactics  used 
by  professional  routers,  forecasters,  and  the 
most  successful  ocean-racing  navigators.  You 
will  learn  how  to  use  a  frontal  passage  to  your 
advantage,  while  minimizing  discomfort. 
Closely  guarded  secrets  of  upper  atmosphere 
fax  charts  are  revealed  in  detail.  You  will  learn 
how  to  make  your  own  forecasts  using  just  the 
sky,  sea,  wind,  and  barometer  as  well  as  how 
to  make  the  best  use  of  fax  charts  and  the 
internet.  You  will  be  able  to  tell  if  “official” 
forecasts  are  accurate,  and  if  not,  what  to  do 
about  the  developing  conditions  where  you  are. 
Most  important,  you  will  learn  how  to  spot  po¬ 
tential  weather  risks  before  they  are  announced. 


Handy  Quick 
Reference  Guides 


Executive  Summary 
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ting  sail.  Afterwards,  do  not  leave  the  dock 
without  it.”  Lee  Chesneau,  Senior  Forecaster, 
National  Weather  Seiyice  Marine  Prediction  Center 
“This  terrific  new  book  includes  modern  and 
traditional  techniques  to  help  the  average  sailor 
predict  weather  and  assess  potential  weather- 
related  risks.  The  Dashews  tell  how  to  inter¬ 
pret  clouds,  wind  direction,  weather  maps,  and 
met  broadcasts  in  order  to  make  the  right  cruis¬ 
ing  and  racing  tactical  decisions.  Their  ex¬ 
amples  from  both  the  Northern  and  Southern 
Hemispheres  provide  plenty  of  concrete  prac¬ 
tical  tips.”  John  Rousmaniere  author  of  The  An¬ 
napolis  Book  of  Seamanship  and  Fastnet  Force  10 
“Just  once  through  will  suggest  a  new  way 
of  looking  at  weather.  Repeated  return  visits  as 
puzzling  or  threatening  weather  is  observed  will 
confirm  and  amplify  its  value.”  Knowles  L. 
Pittman,  Circumnavigator  and  Publisher  of 
One  Design  Yachtsman 
“We  are  by  no  means  novices  after  25,000 
miles  and  we  have  read  at  least  eight  other 
weather  books.  But  after  just  the  first  reading 
of  Mariner’s  Weather  Handbook  our  under¬ 
standing  of  weather  systems  has  increased  five 
fold.  Our  advice-don’t  leave  port  without  it.” 
Frank  Schroeder 

Before  you  begin  to  cruise 

Understanding  weather  is  the  most 
important  thing  you  can  do  to  insure 
the  success  of  your  time  on  the  water. 
And  before  you  leave  the  dock  is  the  time  to 
get  yourself  up  to  speed.  Start  today  by  getting 
your  copy  ..of  Mariner's  Weather  Handbook  and 
begin  forecasting  at  home  today. 


<eather  on  the  web 

Finding  what  you  want  on  the  internet  is  al¬ 
most  as  complicated  as  forecasting  weather  - 
fortunately  there  is  help.  Mariner's  Weather 
Handbook  will  show  you  how  to  use  the  internet 
to  get  free  fax  charts  and  satellite  images  from 
around  the  world.  You’ll  have  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  and  charts  you  need  to  practice  using  the 
Dashews'  risk  avoidance  techniques  and  tactics. 

We’ve  even  created  a  special  website  dedi¬ 
cated  just  to  sailors  (www.setsail.com)  that 
quickly  links  you  to  all  the  best  weather  sites 
and  allows  you  to  sample  all  of  the  Dashews’ 
informative  books  and  videos  on-line.  Now  you 
can  check  out  sample  chapters,  reviews  and 
table  of  contents  before  you  buy  -  plus  get  web- 
only  special  offers  and  discounts  by  ordering 
on-line. 


Special  Offers 

Mariner's  Weather  Handbook 

Order  your  copy  today  for  only 
$69.95  and  get  the  companion 
Cd-Rom  edition  Free!  ($50.  Value 
-  Limited  time  introductory  offer) 
Try  it  risk-free  with  ourexclusive 
money  back  guarantee,  see 
below  for  details. 

(S&H  =  $6  US  /  S9  Overseas  surface) 


Offshore  Cruising  Encyclopedia 

The  Dashew’s  all  new  cruising 
reference  book  -  now  in  its  sec¬ 
ond  edition.  2500  photos  and 
drawings  packed  into  1232 
pages,  it  will  dramatically  in¬ 
crease  your  knowledge  of  yacht 
design,  construction,  rigging, 
systems,  and  the  cruising  life  style.  $89.95. 

Order  today  and  get  the  companion  Cd-Rom  edition 
for  only  $  1 9 .95.  (S&H  =  $7  US  /  S 1 0  Overseas  surface) 


Dashew  Offshore  Video 

For  2  full  hours  you’ll  feel  what  it’s 
like  to  head  offshore  with  the 
Dashews  on  a  modern  yacht, 
voyaging  from  New  Zealand  to 
Alaska.  Learn  firsthand  their  tecb- 
niquesof  seamanship  from  light  airs 
to  storm  force"  winds.  $29.95 

(Please  specify  video  tape  format  - 
S&H  =  $4  US  /  S7  Overseas  surface) 


Risk-Free  Money  Back  Guarantee 

Try  any  title  for  90  days  -  if  you  don’t  agree  that  it's 
the  best  cruising  investment  you’ve  ever  made,-sim- 
ply  return  it  to  us  (post  paid)  for  a  prompt  refund. 
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PERSPECTIVES 


If  reading  last  month's  Nightmare  Off 
New  Zealand  article  —  which  recounted 
the  loss  of  four  lives  and  four  boats  off 
New  Zealand  last  November  —  gave  you  a 
healthy  dose  of  respect  (or  the  power  of 
the  ocean,  that's  a  good  thing.  If  it  made 

"The  ability  to  sail 
quickly  and  comfort¬ 
ably  is  one  of  a 
boat's  most  impor¬ 
tant  safety  features. " 

you  think  that  anyone  who  ventures  off¬ 
shore  for  pleasure  is  committing  suicide, 
you  need  to  gain  some  perspective  on  the 
frequency  and  location  of  such  severe 
weather.  To  that  end,  we've  gathered  re¬ 
ports  from  the  following  three  sailing 
couples: 

1)  Jim  and  Sue  Corenman  of 

Alameda.  For  many  years,  the  Corenmans 
raced  locally  and  to  Mexico  and  Hawaii 
with  several  boats,  the  most  recent  being 
Heart  of  Gold,  a  50-footer  designed  by  Carl 
Schumacher  and  built  by  Concordia 
Yachts.  True  students  of  sailing,  they  lit¬ 
erally  wrote  the  book  —  The  Pacific  Cup 
Handbook  —  on  the  West  Marine  Pacific 
Cup.  More  recently  they,  along  with  Stan 
Honey,  established  Sail  Mail,  a  non-profit 
organization  that  allows  cruisers  to  send 
SSB-based  email  at  low  cost.  Currently 
about  six  years  into  a  circumnavigation, 
the  couple  recently  arrive^  in  Sint 
Maarten  in  the  Caribbean. 

2)  John  Neal  and  Amanda  Swan-Neal 
of  the  Friday  Harbor -based  Hallberg- 

Sue  and  Jim  Corenman  have  been  studying  all 
aspects  of  racing  and  cruising  for  many  years. 
They  wrote  the  book  on  the  Pacific  Cup. 


Rassy  46  Mahina  Tiare.  A  mostly  self- 
taught  cruiser,  Neal  has  sailed  160,000 
miles  between  Alaska  and  Antartica  in  the 
last  25  years,  usually  spending  half  the  ' 
year  taking  students  on  offshore  sailing 
expeditions  to  places  most  other  cruisers 
don't  go.  He’s  written  several  cruising 
books,  including  the  Offshore  Cruising 
Companion,  now  in  its  28th  edition,,  and 
has  conducted  weekend  Cruising  Semi¬ 
nars  for  nearly  5,000  students. 

Amanda,  John's  wife  of  less  them  a 
year,  has  115,000  ocean  hides  to  her 
credit,  including  sailing  across  the  Pacific 
with  her  family  in  a  homebuilt  cruiser,  and 
being  the  rigger  aboard  Maiden,  the  first- 
ever  woman's  entry  in  thp  Whitbread 
Around  the  World  Race.  Amanda  recently 
signed  a  contract  to  write  two  books  on 
cruising  from  a  woman's  perspective. 

3)  Steve  and  Linda  Dashew.  Steve  was 
conceived  aboard  a  Friendship  sloop,  and 
49  years  ago  saded  to  the  West  Coast  from 
the  Great  Lakes  aboard  his  father's*  76- 
foot  Alden  schooner  Constellation.  After 
racing  dinghies,  he  and  Linda  left  South¬ 
ern  California  in  1 976  with  their  two  chil¬ 
dren  aboard  the  Columbia  50  Intermezzo 
for  a  six-year  circumnavigation.  Since 
then  they've  made  their  living  by  design¬ 
ing  and  building  increasingly  large  cruis¬ 
ing  yachts  for  couples,  including  the 
Sundeer  and  Deerfoot  series.  Their  cur¬ 
rent  boat  is  the  82-foot  Beowulf  VII,  with 
which  they  made  a  crossing  from  the 
Marquesas  to  San  Diego  in  12  days,  three 
hours.  The  couple  have  more  than 
200,000  ocean  miles. 

We  asked  the  three  couples  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  cruising  tragedies  that  hap¬ 
pened  off  New  Zealand  in  November,  and 
to  give  their  perspective  on  how  likely  a 
typical  cruiser  is  to  encounter  such  a  se¬ 
vere  storm  and  where.  Only  after  tempo¬ 
rarily  falling  out  of  contact  with  the 
Corenmans  did  we  come  up  with  the  idea 
of  asking  our  group  of  experts  for  the  'five 
worst  storms'  they've  experienced  at  sea, 
so  only  the  Neals  and  Dashews  could  pro¬ 
vide  such  a  list.  Storms  in  areas  such  as 
Cape  Horn  and  Antarctica  were  to  be  ex¬ 
cluded,  as  these  aren't  areas  frequented 
by  typical  cruisers. 

Jim  &  Sue  Corenman 

It  was  heartbreaking  to  read  the  Night¬ 
mare  Off  New  Zealand  article  about  the 
loss  of  life  and  to  see  the  photos  of  boats 
on  the  beach.  We  send  our  deepest  sym¬ 
pathies  to  everyone  involved.  There  are 
lessons  to  be  learned,  however,  and  we 


hope  we  can  raise  some  important  issues 
without  causing  offense. 

The  passage  between  the  South  Pacific 
and  New  Zealand  is  of  particular  interest 
to  us,  as  we  very  nearly  got  caught  by  the 
'94  Queen’s  Birthday  Storm.  For  those 
who  don't  recall,  it  happened  in  late  May 
and  early  June  as  the  international  cruis¬ 
ing  fleet  was  migrating  from  New  Zealand 
to  the  South  Pacific.  About  seven  lives  and 
four  boats  were  lost.  We  were  part  of  the 
group  making  the  Crossing,  and  the  only 
thing  that  kept  us  from  being  caught  in 
the  terrible  conditions  with  our  sailing 
mates  was  Goldie’s  ability  to  make  the 
1,000-mile  passage  in  five  days. 

There  are  some  obvious  lessons  from 
both  the  Queen’s  Birthday  Storm  and  the 
November  '98  storm,  such  as  being  sure 
a  boat  is  as  well-prepared  as  possible  and 
that  the  crew  is  up  to  the  passage.  Spe¬ 
cifically,  are  the  basic  systems  —  such  as 
the  rig,  sails,  steering,  engine  and  elec¬ 
tronics  —  ready  for  a  long  and  potentially 
rigorous  ocean  crossing?  And  are  there 
enough  knowledgeable  crew  for  the  po¬ 
tentially  difficult  passage? 

There  are,  however,  several  less  obvi¬ 
ous  aspects  that  need  to  be  discussed  but 
are  often  dismissed:  boat  speed  and 
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weather  forecasting.  Sue  and  I  agree  com-  ^ 
pletely  with  the  bold-type  call-out  in  the  t 
Nightmare  Off  New  Zealand  article  that 
read:  "The  longer  you  are  out  there,  the 
greater  your  chance  of  being  there  when 
the  shit  hits  the  fan" 

Some  people  may  not  take  the  follow¬ 
ing  well,  but  we  don't  think  cruising  sail¬ 
ors  pay  nearly  enough  attention  to  the 
sailing  qualities  of  their  boats.  And  this 
is  a  potentially  serious  mistake,  because 
the  ability  to  sail  quickly  and  comfortably 
over  a  wide  variety  of  conditions  is  one  of 
the  most  important  safety  features  a  boat 
can  offer. 

Boat  design  is  important,  of  course,  as 
some  boats  are  inherently  better  perform¬ 
ers  than  others.  But  perhaps  equally  im¬ 
portant  is  the  choice  of  gear  and  storage. 

For  even  a  boat  with  excellent  perfor¬ 
mance  potential  can  be  brought  to  her 
knees  by  piling  her  decks  with  excessive 
gear  and  having  canvas  hanging  every¬ 
where  —  especially  if  she's  then  asked  to 
push  it  all  upwind  with  baggy  sails.  It  just 
doesn’t  work,  and  no  glossy  brochure  will 
ever  make  it  work. 

So  before  anybody  sets  out  on  a  sig¬ 
nificant  ocean  passage,  no  matter  what 
boat  they  have,  as  much  weight  as  pos- 


The  Corenmans'  ‘Heart  of  Gold’  is  a  very  high 
performance  cruising  boat  in  the  same  category 
as  a  Santa  Cruz  52. 

sible  should  be  removed  from  the  bow  and 
stem.  In  addition,  all  the  deck  gear  should 
be  packed  below,  all  unnecessary  canvas 
should  be  stripped  off  the  outside,  and 
the  bottom  should  be  cleaned.  So  if  the 
shit  does  hit  the  fan  while  you're  offshore, 
the  boat  will  be  'mean  and  lean'  —  in  the 
best  possible  shape  to  handle  bad 
weather. 

As  for  weather  on  the  passage  between 
the  South  Pacific  and  New  Zealand,  Bob 
and  Carol  on  Elyxir  have  the  right  idea. 


There  is  a  natural  seven  or  eight-day  pat¬ 
tern  to  the  Southern  Ocean  storms,  and 
the  only  way  to  detect  the  pattern  is  to 
watch  the  charts  for  weeks  ahead  of  your 
passage  and  plan  your  arrival  in  New 
Zealand  accordingly.  Naturally,  the  faster 
your  trip,  the  easier  it  is  to  plan  an  ar¬ 
rival. 

However,  the  'wild  card'  in  November 
of  '98  was  the  ex-tropical  low  —  which 
was  also  the  'wild  card'  in  the  Queen's 
Birthday  Storm.  These  lows  don't  just  pop 
out  of  nowhere,  but  are  the  result  of  a 
weak,  stationary  tropical  low  combined 
with  an  upper-level  trough  that  reaches 
up  into  the  tropics  and  pulls  the  low  to 
the  south  and  east.  In  order  to  spot  these 
things  in  advance,  it's  necessaiy  to  study 
both  the  tropical  surface  charts  and  the 
upper-level  forecasts  for  weeks  prior  to  a 
departure.  This  is  every  bit  as  hard  as  it 
sounds,  but  it's  potentially  very,  very  im¬ 
portant. 

Do  not  count  on  the  New  Zealand  Met 
Service  to  show  the  details  of  tropical 
weather  north  of  25°S,  as  that  is  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  Fiji  Weather  Service  in 
Nadi.  Ironically,  New  Zealand  spends 
thousands  of  dollars  on  Search  &  Rescue 
for  the  results  of  these  storms,  but  will 
make  no  funds  available  to  send  the  Fiji 
tropical  chart  by  radio  fax  to  keep  mari¬ 
ners  out  of  them. 

Sailors  can,  however,  obtain  the  chart 
in  Fiji.  It  is  printed  daily  in  the  Fiji  Times. 
posted  at  Musket  Cove  YC  at  Malololailai, 
and  also  available  by  telephone  fax  from 
the  Nadi  Met  Office.  And  it  may  still  be 
sent  by  Morse  Code  from  New  Zealand. 
[See  The  Best  Weather  Maps  in  the  South 
Pacific,  by  Peter  Sutter,  Latitude  38,  March 
’95.] 

If  enough  cruisers  pointed  out  the  con¬ 
nection  between  tropical  weather  and 
maritime  safety,  maybe  the  New  Zealand 
authorities  would  add  it  to  their  fax  sched¬ 
ule.  In  any  event,  before  you  think  of  head¬ 
ing  to  New  Zealand  from  Tonga  or  Fiji, 
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Our  group  of  experts  agree  that  the  best  way 
to  handle  severe  weather  is  by  having  a  boat 
fast  enough  to  avoid  it.  This  shot  was  taken 
from  the  Serendipity  43  ‘Wings’  on  her  way 
to  New  Zealand  last  November. 
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book  should  be  part  of  every  offshore 
sailor’s  library. 

But  more  important  than  having  the 
book  at  the  nav  station  is  understanding 
what's  in  it.  The  best  way  to  do  that  is  to 
copy  the  fax  charts  every  day  —  no  mat¬ 
ter  if  the  weather  is  good  or  bad  —  and 
study  them  carefully.  Read  the  Dashews 
book,  then  compare  the  surface  and  up¬ 
per-level  charts.  Look  up  the  previous 
forecast  charts  and  see  how  the  forecaster 
did.  And  keep  a  notebook  of  interesting 
storms.  This  all  takes  some  time  and  most 
folks  won’t  bother  —  but  what  better  way 
is  there  to  use  the  time  that  used  to  be 
devoted  to  plotting  sextant  sights?  And  if 
you  only  manage  to  avoid  one  storm, 
wouldn't  it  be  worth  it? 

Learning  more  from  the  Corenmans. 
The  Pacific  Cup  Handbook  is  available 
from  West  Marine  and  other  stores  carry¬ 
ing  sailing  titles.  In  addition,  the 
Corenmans  periodically  contribute  to  Lati¬ 
tude. 

John  Neal  and  Amanda  Swan-Neal 

I’ve  sailed  160,000  miles  in  the  Pacific 
in  the  last  25  years.  Not  counting  things 
like  our  six  attempts  on  Cape  Horn  —  five 
of  them  successful  —  and  our  trip  to 
Antartica,  the  worst  weather  I've  been  in 


get  a  chart  eveiy  day  for  a  month  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  watch  the  area  west  of  Fiji 
where  the  low  pressure  likes  to  hang  out. 

The  500mb  upper-level  charts  are  easy 
to  get,  but  hard  to  interpret.  They  are 
available  by  radio  fax  from  both  New 
Zealand  and  Australia.  The  New  Zealand 
charts  are  intended  for  aircraft  and  harder 
to  read,  but  with  a  bit  of  practice  they  start 
to  make  sense.  Australia  transmits 
500mb  analysis  and  forecast  charts  that 
cover  the  southern  hemisphere.  These  are 
not  very  detailed,  but  they  do  show  the 
progression  of  upper-level  troughs  as  they 
travel  around  the  world.  The  Southern 
Ocean  is  largely  free  of  major  land  masses, 
and  weather  systems  tend  to  circulate 
endlessly  —  so  watch  the  Indian  Ocean 
for  the  upcoming  weather  systems. 

Upper  troughs  tend  to  disappear  as 
they  pass  over  Australia,  but  then  'pop 
up'  again  as  they  reach  the  east  coast. 
It's  not  magic  but  simply  the  interaction 
between  an  upper-level  short-wave  trough 
and  a  stationary  ridge  over  Australia.  This 
happens  a  number  of  times  each  year, 
particularly  in  the  transition  seasons  of 
spring  and  fall,  and  does  not  always  —  or 
even  often  —  cause  a  runaway  tropical 
depression.  But  it's  a  danger  sign  that 
must  be  taken  seriously  —  especially  if 
there  is  a  low  pressure  cell  in  the  tropics. 

When  the  previous  paragraph  makes 
sense,  you’re  well  on  your  way  to  a  better 
understanding  of  weather.  The  problem 
with  upper-level  weather  is  that  the  mari¬ 
time  weather  books  don't  talk  about  it, 
and  most  meteorologists  dismiss  upper- 
level  weather  as  being  irrelevant  or  'be¬ 
yond  the  scope'.  This  is  absolute  non¬ 
sense!  There  is  little  anyone  can  do  to 
prepare  for  a  passage  that  is  more  im¬ 
portant  than  gaining  an  understanding 
of  how  weather  works. 


Steering  and  engine  problems  contributed  to 
'Woody  Goose'  ending  up  on  New  Zealand's 
Great  Exhibition  Bay  last  November.  A  life  was 
lost  as  the  result  of  the  grounding. 

Steve  Dashew  has  just  published  anew 
book  called  Mariner’s  Weather  Handbook, 
which  breaks  the  mold  by  covering  the 
whole  weather  picture  in  detail  —  includ¬ 
ing  the  interaction  between  surface  and 
upper-level  weather.  We’ve  seen  the 
proofs,  and  Dashew  has  done  an  excel¬ 
lent  job  of  explaining  a  complex  topic.  This 
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was  50-knot  winds  and  20-foot  seas  in 
mid- July  1975  while  100  miles  off  the 
coast  of  Oregon.  It  was  my  first  offshore 
passage,  and  I  was  headed  south  to  San 
Francisco  alone  aboard  my  Vega  27 
Mahina. 

The  second  worst  weather  was  in  July 
of  '76  while  in  the  Southern  Cooks.  A 
tropical  depression  brought  50-knot 
winds  and  18-foot  seas.  There  is  a  rea¬ 
son  mariners  should  avoid  hurricanes 
and  tropical  cyclones. 

The  third  worst  is  going  to  be  a  cat¬ 
egory:  Sailing  from  the  South  Pacific  to 
New  Zealand.  I've  made  seven  such  trips 
since  '79,  and  despite  having  watched  the 
weather  carefully  for  months  prior  to 
starting  each  one  of  them,  I've  always  been 
paranoid  about  it.  My  strategy  for  this 
passage  is  simple:  Leave  on  the  tail  of  a 
cold  front  to  have  maximum  time  to  make 
the  passage  before  the  next  front  comes 
roaring  through.  Sometimes  I’ve  left  Fiji 
as  early  as  October  1,  and  in  '98  we  left 
as  late  as  November  1 . 

There  are  several  keys  to  making  this 
crossing  successfully.  First,  a  mariner 
needs  a  boat  that  can  comfortably  cover 

Spread;  Mahina  Tiare  II'  in  the  often  stormy  wa¬ 
ter  of  Patagonia.  Inset;  ‘Mahina  Taire  III' off  more 
tranquil — except  during  cyclones  —  Bora  Bora. 
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at  least  160  miles  a  day  —  something  I 
was  able  to  do  even  with  my  relatively 
small  Hallberg-Rassy  31.  Second,  resist 
the  temptation  to  overload  your  boat. 
Whenever  you  see  somebody  painting  a 
higher  waterline  in  a  boatyard,  you  know 
they're  going  to  be  asking  their  boat  to  do 
something  it  wasn't  designed  to  do.  The 
performance  will  certainly  suffer.  Third, 
start  the  passage  with  enough  fuel  to  com¬ 
plete  the  passage  under  power  if  there's 
no  wind  or  if  you  get  dismasted.  Fourth, 
once  your  boatspeed  drops  below  six 
knots,  don't  hesitate  to  motor. 

Following  this  approach,  we’ve  never 
seen  more  than  35  knots  on  this  cross¬ 
ing.  But  it's  been  close.  Several  times  we 
arrived  in  New  Zealand  just  hours  before 
cold  fronts  packing  50  knot  winds  caught 
up  with  us.  I  can  remember  several  times 
when  we  pushed  the  boat  as  hard  as  we 
could  toward  either  Auckland  or  Opua, 
carrying  every  scrap  of  sail  we  could,  to 
keep  from  getting  caught  by  the  black  wall 
of  a  cold  front  we  could  see  right  behind 
us.  The  exception  was  '9J,  the  El  Nino 
year,  when  there  wasn't  any  wind  for  three 
weeks. 

This  year  we  made  the  passage  from 
Noumea  to  New  Zealand.  I  was  concerned 
enough  about  it  to  hire!  Bob  McDavitt  from 
MetSeryice  New  Zealand  to  fax  us  a  seven- 
day  forecast  before  we  departed.  His 
charge  was  a  reasonable  $27,  and  his 
accuracy  was  uncanny. 

I  also  set  up  an  account  last  year  by 
giving  him  my  Visa  card  number  and 
Inmarsat  C  email  address.  So  when  we 
were  nearing  Norfolk  Island,  I  emailed  him 
via  satellite  to  ask  for  his  latest  forecast. 
Since  he  couldn't  send  us  a  fax,  he  only 
charged  us  $1 1.  Nonetheless,  he  advised 
us  to  wait  at  Norfolk  for  24  to  48  hours  to 
let  a  southerly  gale  with  35-40  knots  hatfe 
time  to  blow  through  Northland  —  then 
really  put  the  pedal  down  and  head  for 
Opua. 

As  it  turned  out,  we  had  ideal  condi¬ 
tions  ay  Norfolk  —  which  is  pretty  un¬ 
usual  as  the  swells  generally  make  an¬ 
choring  off  the  island  somewhere  between 
dangerous  and  impossible.  The  locals  we 
met  —  nearly  all  Bounty  mutiny  descen- 
dents  —  warned  us  that  as  soon  as  the 
wind  came  out  of  the  north,  we'd  have  to 
hoist  sail  to  avoid  dragging  into  the  cliffs 
and  breakers.  They  told  us  several  other 
yachts  in  the  past  had  come  ashore  that 
way.  We  had  36  brilliant  hours  on  the 
hook,  giving  us  plenty  of  time  to  climb  the 
highest  peak,  explore  the  old  prison 
grounds  and  buildings,  and  renew  friend¬ 
ships  with  Trent  Christian  whom  I  had 


first  met  . on  Pitcairn  several  years  ago. 

But  sure  enough,  within  an  hour  of  our 
setting  sail  for  Opua,  the  wind  clocked 
around  to  the  north.  Soon  it  was  blowing 
35  with  gusts  to  42  —  setting  us  off  on  a 


Amanda  Swan  and  John  Neal  both  had  excep¬ 
tional  sailing  careers  prior  to  exchanging  vows 
in  the  tropics  last  year. 


screaming  broad  reach  across  flat  seas. 
Our  passage  to  Opua  took  only  three  days, 
and  we  arrived  in  sunny  summer  weather. 
The  following  week  is  when  the 
southeasterlies  started  blowing  and  the 
groups  of  boats  heading  down  from  Tonga 
and  Fiji  ran  into  rough  times,  and  even 
tragedy. 

The  passage  from  New  Zealand  to  the 
South  Pacific  is  also  a  difficult  one.  We've 
never  sailed  from  New  Zealand  to  Tahiti 
without  seeing  at  least  50  knots  at  some 
point.  In  May  of  last  year,  we  had  gusts  to 
67  knots  and  seas  over  30  feet.  We  took 
some  cool  shots  of  towering  waves  astern 
and  surfing  along  the  edge  of  the  Roaring 
Forties:  see  them  posted  on  our  website 
at  www.maihina.com  under  'Satellite  Log 
Updates,  Leg  T. 

The  previous  time  we'd  done  the  same 
passage  was  in  '94  when  we  left  two  days 
before  the  fleet  that  got  caught  in  the 
Queen’s  Birthday  Storm.  Although  we  had 
55-knot  winds  and  huge  seas,  it  was  on 
our  stern  quarter  and  we  could  sprf  along 
like  a  freight  train  in  reasonable  comfort 
while  carrying  only  a  storm  jib. 

In  1980,  aboard  Mahina  Tiare  I.  a  1975 
Hallberg-Rassy  31 , 1  encountered  60-knot 
southeast  winds.  So  I  turned  and  ran 
back  toward  New  Zealand  for  18  hours 
under  bare  poles  while  towing  a  warp  to 
slow  my  boat  down.  Two  New  Zealand 
yachts  were  lost  in  that  blow. 

The  strongest  non-hurricane  winds  I’ve 
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ever  encountered  at  sea  were  on  the 
Auckland  to  Tahiti  route  in  '81  when  a 
line  squall  brought  90  knots  of  wind  — 
but  only  for  15  minutes!  After  that,  the 
wind  dropped  back  to  10  knots.  In  that 
instance,  I  dropped  and  lashed  the  sails 


"Sailing  offshore  isn't 
risk-free  —  but  then 
neither  is  driving 
your  car  down  the 
street  or  taking  a 
bath . " 

and  lay  ahull  for  the  brief  time.  The  sea 
surface  stayed  flat  as  there  wasn’t  enough 
time  for  seas  to  build.  However,  the  winds 
were  hitting  the  sea  surface  so  hard  that 
a  large  amount  of  saltwater  was  in  the 
air.  In  retrospect,  I  believe  this  was  a 
microburst,  a  weather  phenomenon  that 
we  try  to  avoid  while  flying. 

Having  finished  with  the  South  Pacific 
to  New  Zealand  —  and  vice  versa  —  cat¬ 
egory,  I've  had  two  instances  of  hurri¬ 
cane/cyclone  storms.  I  got  caught  in  a 
hurricane  off  Mexico's  Socorro  Island  one 
August  —  which  isn't  too  surprising,  since 
that  was  right  in  the  middle  of  hurricane 
alley  at  the  height  of  the  season.  This  was 
stupid  on  my  part.  I  was  also  on  the  hook 
at  Bora  Bora  when  cyclone  Reva  came 
through  with  120  knots.  Up  until  that 
time,  French  Polynesia  hadn't  been  hit  by 
a  serious  cyclone  in  75  years.  v 

The  bottom  line  is  that  other  than  when 
sailing  in  well-known  dangerous  waters 
—  such  as  the  coasts  of  Washington-Or- 
egon-Northern  California,  between  the 
South  Pacific  and  New  Zealand,  and  weird 
places  such  as  Cape  Horn  —  it's  pretty 
unlikely  a  typical  cruiser  will  see  45  knots 
of  wind.  Provided,  of  course,  he/she  is 
sensible  enough  to  avoid  hurricane  and 
tropical  cyclone  seasons. 

I  feel  that  one  of  the  main  reasons  a 
lot  of  cruisers  have  difficulties  between 
the  South  Pacific  and  New  Zealand  is  that 
they've  never  encountered  sustained  45 
knot  winds  before  and  the  seas  that  re¬ 
sult.  As  such,  many  of  these  folks  and 
their  boats  aren't  up  to  responding  as  well 
as  they  should.  As  much  as  foreign  cruis¬ 
ers  were  outraged  by  New  Zealand's  Sec¬ 
tion  21  —  a  recently  overturned  law  that 
required  foreign  boats  to  be  inspected  and 
cany  basic  safety  gear  before  leaving  —  I 
know  that  it  did  make  a  lot  of  sailors  — 
myself  included  —  check  over  their  boats 
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and  safety  systems  more  closely  than  they 
otherwise  would  have. 

Learning  more  from  the  Neals.  John 
and  Amanda  will  be  giving  two  hour  Dis¬ 
cover  The  Joy  Of  Cruising  seminars  at  10 
West  Marine  locations  during  the  month 
of  February.  The  stores  are  in  Anacortes, 
Port  Townsend,  Seattle,  Portland, 
Sausalito,  Oakland,  South  San  Francisco, 
Palo  Alto,  Stockton  and  Honolulu.  Tick¬ 
ets  are  $5  and  limited  in  number. 

Then  on  March  6  &  7,  John  and 
Amanda  —  backed  by  a  host  of  experts 
including  yacht  designer  Robert  Perry  — 
will  be  holding  their  94th  Offshore  Cruis¬ 
ing  Seminar  at  the  Golden  Gate  YC  in  San 
Francisco.  So  far,  4,900  people  have  taken 
these  fast-paced  but  detailed  seminars 
that  cover  every  aspect  of  cruising.  Other 
seminars  are  slated  for  Seattle  on  March 
13  &14,  March  20  &  21,  and  March  27  & 
28.  For  complete  details  and  fees,  visit 
www.mahina.com  or  contact  (800)  875- 
0852. 

Steve  and  Linda  Dashew 

During  the  last  several  months,  news 
accounts  have  been  filled  with  images  of 
severe  offshore  weather,  damaged  boats, 


and  loss  of  life.  November  featured  the 
misfortunes  suffered  by  cruisers  off  New 
Zealand,  and  December  brought  news  of 
the  tragedy  of  this  year's  Sydney  to  Hobart 
Race.  Sailing  offshore  is  not  risk-free  — 
but  neither  is  driving  your  car  down  the 
street  or  taking  a  bath.  Last  year,  some¬ 
one  who  lives  a  couple  of  miles  from  our 
house  in  Tucson  was  electrocuted  by 
lightning  while  using  his  dishwasher! 

Here’s  our  perspective  on  the  chances 
of  being  caught  in  a  severe  storm,  which 
is  based  on  our  own  direct  experience.  In 
over  200,000  miles  of  sailing  in  the  past 
20+  years,  including  several  roundings  of 
the  bottom  of  Africa,  half  a  dozen  or  so 
trips  around  Cape  IJatteras,  and  numer¬ 
ous  trips  to  and  from  New  Zealand,  we’ve 
spent  less  than  72  hours  in  what  we'd  call 
severe  weather.  It's  probably  worth  men¬ 
tioning  that  a  majority  of  this  sea  time 
was  spent  without  the  benefit  of  SSB  or 
weather  fax,  as  most  of  our  forecasting 
for  these  conditions  had  been  done  the 
old-fashioned  way:  by  watching  the  ba¬ 
rometer,  sky,  sea  state,  and  wind  trends. 

We  endured  our  first  real  blow  while 
off  the  east  coast  of  South  Africa  —  a  no- 


ON  A  NIGHTMARE 


torious  place  for  strong  winds  and  severe 
seas  —  toward  the  end  of  a  passage  from 
Mauritius  to  Durban  aboard  our  Colum¬ 
bia  50  ketch  Intermezzo.  We  were  in  the 
grip  of  the  southbound  Aghulas  Current 
when  we  were  visited  by  our  fourth  south¬ 
westerly  gale  of  the  passage. 

Typically  these  gales  are  short-lived, 
blowing  themselves  out  in  six  to  12  hours. 
Six  hours  isn't  long  enough  to  build  a  re¬ 
ally  bad  sea,  but  this  gale  lasted  for  36 
hours.  Although  it  never  blew  that  hard 
—  maybe  a  steady  50  to  55  knots  —  the 
wind  was  against  the  current,  so  the  seas 
were  steep  and  broke  frequently.  Sailors 
on  San  Francisco  Bay  know  better  than 
most  how  much  conflicting  wind  and  sea 
directions  can  affect  the  water  surface. 
Anyway,  we  didn't  want  to  ruri  off  as,  that 
would  take  us  away  from  Durban,  so  we 
beat  slowly  forward  under  storm  staysail 
and  deeply  reefed  mizzen.  Since  we  were 
on  the  wind,  the  seas  frequently  swept  the 
deck  —  but  could  not  get  a  real  grip  on 
the  hull  to  knock  us  down. 

Our  second  worst  situation  occurred 
during  a  fall  passage  from  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  to  Florida.  We’d  actually  been  sitting 
at  Hampton  Roads  at  the  mouth  of  the 


Chesapeake,  waiting  for  some  nasty 
weather  in  which  to  test  a  new  design  of 
ours,  the  Deerfoot  62.  It  was  cold  — just 
above  freezing  —  and  we  finally  got  so 
tired  of  waiting  for  the  right  conditions 
that  we  took  off  in  what  appeared  to  be 
stable  weather. 

Eight  hours  later,  during  the  early 
evening,  we  picked  up  the  rain  bar  of  a 
fast  moving  frontal  system  at  the  edge  of 
our  radar  range.  We  went  from  a  light  beat 
to  storm  force  winds  behind  us  in  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  minutes.  Over  the  next  12  hours, 
the  breeze  built  to  a  steady  65  knots,  gust- 
ing  considerably  higher.  These  were  some¬ 
what  stronger  winds  than  we  wanted  for 
our  test  sail. 

In  the  open  ocean  this  would  not  have 
been  a  big  deal,  but  once  again  the  wind 
was  blowing  against  a  considerable  cur¬ 
rent.  While  we  were  on  the  inside  edge  of 
the  Gulfstream  with  ’only’  a  couple  of 
knots  opposing  the  wind,  it  was  enough 
that  every  wave  was  breaking.  The  boat 
did  fine,  and  by  the  time  we  turned  the 
corner  out  of  the  stream  at  Cape  Hatteras, 
the  breeze  was  down  to  a  more  reason¬ 
able  50  knots. 

While  we  did  not  have  problems  in  ei¬ 
ther  situation,  the  potential  was  there  for 
difficulty  if  something  had  gone  wrong. 
And  frequently  one  problem  with  a  basic 
system  such  as  the  sails,  rig  or  steering, 
leads  to  another.  We’ve  probably  been  in 
a  couple  of  dozen  gales  during  the  years, 
but  none  of  them  ever  presented  more 
than  vigorous  —  or  in  some  cases  uncom¬ 
fortable  —  sailing. 

Today,  with  the  Internet,  weatherfax, 
and  top-notch  amateur  weather  routers 
like  Herb  Hilgenberg,  sailors  have  far  more 
options  to  help  them  avoid  bad  weather. 
However,  none  of  this  will  help  mariners 
if  they  don't  have  a  basic  understanding 
of  weather  analysis,  forecasting,  and  tac¬ 
tics.  We  feel  strongly  that  this  knowledge 
is  more  essential  to  safe  and  comfortable 
cruising  than  anything  else.  It  is  certainly 
more  important  than  invertors,  high¬ 
speed  inflatable  dinghies,  fancy  electron¬ 
ics,  or  microwave  ovens  —  and  we  have 
all  of  these  and  more  on  our  current  boat. 

So  when  the  time  comes  for  an  upcom¬ 
ing  offshore  passagemaker  to  make  bud¬ 
get  decisions,  the  top  priority  should  go 
to  the  ability  to  receive  timely  weather 
data  —  hopefully  via  weatherfax.  And 
while  it's  always  difficult  to  budget  time 
when  preparing  to  go  cruising,  learning 
how  weather  works  should  be  at  the  top 
of  that  list. 

The  second  thing  needed  to  stay  out  of 
trouble  at  sea  is  boat  speed.  The  faster 


you  go,  the  less  time  you  spend  at  sea, 
and  the  less  time  you're  exposed  to  po¬ 
tentially  severe  weather.  Regrettably,  most 
cruisers  don’t  know  enough  about  how 
to  get  the  most  performance  out  of  their 
boats.  When  it  comes  to  being  able  to 


The  Dashew's  'Mariner's  Weather  Handbook'  is 
a  probing  look  into  a  complex  subject  that's  of 
great  importance  to  offshore  sailors. 


cruise  happily,  safely  and  with  peace  of 
mind,  having  a  well  prepared  boat  that 
you  know  how  to  sail  swiftly  is  of  utmost 
importance.  In  other  words,  spending 
money  on  a  good  sail  inventory  and  a 
clean  bottom  are  excellent  investments 
prior  to  taking  off  on  a  voyage. 

Finally,  one’s  definition  of  heavy  or 
dangerous  weather  is  very  much  a  func¬ 
tion  of  experience  and  the  ability  to  handle 
one's  boat  when  the  going  becomes  more 
difficult.  There  is  no  way  to  acquire  this 
experience  at  the  dock  or  in  mild  condi; 
tions.  You  not  only  have  to  go  sailing,  but 
sailing  where  it's  windy  and  the  seas  are 
rough.  And  then  you  have  to  push  your¬ 
self  and  your  boat.  The  time  to  learn  how 
to  competently  reef,  set  storm  canvas, 
tack  and  jibe,  and  balance  the  boat  un¬ 
der  self-steering  in  rough  weather,  is  be¬ 
fore  you  take  off  on  an  ocean  passage. 

Learning  more  from  the  Dashews. 
Sj,eve  and  Linda  are  the  authors  of  the 
Offshore  Cruising  Encyclopedia,  which  is 
about  to  go  into  its  third  printing.  This 
mammoth  —  and  refreshingly  opinionated 
—  1,232-page,  2,500-illustration  book  is 
the  ultimate  reference  souce  for  cruising 
sailors.  In  addition,  they've  just  published 
the  Mariners  Weather  Handbook,  the  594- 
page,  533-illustration  book  the 
Corenmans  speak  so  highly  of.  The 
Encycopedia  is  $89  plus  shipping,  while 
the  Weather  Handbook  is  $69.95  plus 
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shipping.  They  are  only  available  from 
www.setsail.com  or  by  calling  800-421- 
3819.  The  Dashews  are  preparing  an 
Idiot's  Guide  to  Mariners  Weather  from  the 
United  States  to  New  Zealand  for  an  up¬ 
coming  issue  of  Latitude. 

"While  our  group  of  experts  come 
from  different  parts  of  the  sailing  world 
—  the  Corenmans  from  racing,  the  Neals 
from  cruising,  and  the  Dashews  from 
cruising  boat  development  —  they  are  in 
agreement  on  the  basic  issues. 

1)  Boat  speed  is  very  important,  be¬ 
cause  it's  not  prudent  to  linger  in  areas 
where  the  weather  is  known  to  be  severe. 

2)  Having  a  well-prepared  boqt.  and 
knowing  how  to  sail  it  to  its  potential  are 
essential  for  avoiding  and  surviving  se¬ 
vere  weather. 

3)  Aquiring  the  latest  weather  informa¬ 
tion  and  knowing  how  to  analyze  it  is  es¬ 
sential. 

4)  Bad  weather  is  quite  rare  except  in 
places  that  are  known  for  it.  It's  common 
to  complete  a  circumnavigation  without 
ever  encountering  severe  weather. 


5)  We're  going  to  add  an  additional  one 
that  we're  certain  all  three  couples  would 
agree  with:  It’s  not  the  wind  that  disables 
boats  and  kills  sailors,  but  the  seas. 

Getting  Ready  For  Offshore  Cruising 

Northern  California  sailors  are  blessed 
with  San  Francisco  Bay  and  the  Gulf  of 

"Boatspeed  is  very  impor¬ 
tant  because  it's  not  pru¬ 
dent  to  linger  in  areas 
where  the  weather  is  know 

to  be  severe. " 

■ 

the  Farallones,  two  of  the  best  and  most 
reliable  sailing  classrooms  in  the  world. 

The  Bay  is  perfect  for  learning  sailing 
basics,  as  there  is  plenty  of  light  air  and 


heavy  air,  tides  and  currents,  clear  days 
and  foggy  days.  If  you  spent  every  week¬ 
end  for  six  months  sailing  the  Bay  and 
actively  worked  at  acquiring  skills  and 
mastering  techniques,  you'd  be  a  pretty 
darn  competent  sailor.  Indeed,  it's  often 
said  that  "if  someone  can  sail  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay,  he/she  can  sailjust  about  any¬ 
where  in  the  world."  Unfortimately,  this 
is  rubbish. 

The  Gulf  of  the  Farallones  is  ideal  for 
more  advanced  sail  training,  because  it 
often  has  lots  of  wind  —  and  even  more 
important,  lots  of  waves.  Being  able  to  reef 
when  it’s  blowing  25  knots  on  the  rela¬ 
tively  flat  waters  of  the  Bay  is  one  thing; 
being  able  to  do  it  .on  a  foggy  night  in  eight- 
foot  seas  demonstrates  significantly  more 
physical  ability  and  skill.  If  you  can  com¬ 
fortably  beat,  run,  tack,  gibe  and  reef 
when  it's  blowing  30  knots  in  the  Gulf  of 
the  Farallones  and  there's  a  sea  running, 
you  should  feel  pretty  confident  about 
your  abilities.  Forget  San  Francisco  Bay; 
if  you  can  sail  the  Gulf  of  the  Farallones 
when  it's  nasty,  you  can  pretty  much  sail 
anywhere  in  the  world. 

—  latitude  38 
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Propulsion  Solutions  from  PYI 


Max-Prop 

Automatic  Feathering  Propellers 

The  standard  to  which  all  compare. 
Unsurpassed  product  reliability  supported 
by  a  service  group  second  to  none  in  the 
Marine  industry. 


R&D  Flexible  Coupling 

The  R&D  Flexible  Coupling  is  designed  to 
protect  your  drivetrain.  The  polyurethane  flange 
creates  a  flexible  barrier  that  reduces  noise  and 
vibration  to  quiet  the  drivetrain.  The  R&D 
coupling  will  also  absorb  shock  load  and  the 
compression  plates  make  the  unit  fail  safe. 


R&D  Engine  Mount 

The  R&D  Engine  mounts  are  designed  speciffically 
for  marine  applications.  These  sheer  loaded 
mounts  are  stiff  enough  to  absord  forward  and 
reverse  propeller  thrust,  yet  soft  enough  to  isolate 
vibrations.  Adjustable  height  for  easy  alignment. 
The  rubber  is  factory  preloaded  to  reduce  engine 
movement. 


•  2  &3 
Blade  units 
available 

Proven  reliabilty  and 
performance 

True  feathering  propeller 
Adjustable  pitch  internal  and  external 
Legendary  forward  and  reverse  efficiency 

Ask  a  friend  with  over  22.000  units  in  service  someone  you  know  has  one. 


PSS  (Packless  Sealing  System)  Shaft  Seal 
Maintenance  Free:  No  more  packing  or  adjustments. 
Dripless  Operation:  Eliminates  needless  bilge  pumping 
Reduce  Costs:  Eliminates  shaft  wear  and  minimizes 
corrosion 

Easy  Retrofit:  Replaces  the  old  stuffing  box. 

The  # 1  selling  shaft  seal  on  the  world  market! 

Our  goal  at  PYI  is  to  provide  quality, 
innovative  marine  equipment  at  an  unsurpassed 
level  of  customer  service  and  satisfaction.  • 


P.O.  Box  536,  Edmonds,  WA  98020  /  Tel:  800-523-7558,  (425)  670-891  5  /  Fax  (425)  670-891 8  /  Email:  pyi@compuserve.com  /  website 


:  www.pyunc.com 
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Witb*clean,  stable  slips  in  a  friendly, 
protected  marina,  what's  left  to  say? 

-Frpp  irp? 


ou  expect  from  a  great  marina...  and  more! 


MARINA  VILLAGE 
Alameda,  California 

Much  More  Than  Just  a  Marina 
(510)  521-0905 

www.marinavillageharbor.com 


s  mm  ^  » 
1  ■ $  1  ■ 
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Within  months  after  gold  was  dis¬ 
covered  at  Sutter's  Mill  in  Januaiy,  1848, 
the  greatest  voluntary  migration  in  the 
history  of  man  was  underway  toward  the 
gold  fields  of  the  motherldde.  During  the 
next  three  years,  tens  of  thousands  of 


. . .  the  largest  gathering 
of  square  riggers  seen 
here  since  the  boom 
years  of  the  mid- 1800s. 

wide-eyed,  would-be  prospectors  from  all 
over  the  world  sailed  into  San  Francisco 
Bay,  transforming  California  from  a  sleepy 
western  frontier  into  a  thriving  new  state, 
glimmering  with  opportunity  and  prom¬ 
ise.  And  within  a  decade,  commercial  traf¬ 
fic  on  the  newly-built  wharfs  of  The  City 
would  fuel  a  new  era  of  trade  throughout 
the  Pacific  Basin. 

This  year,  1 50  years  after  the  height  of 
the  Gold  Rush,  the  Bay  will  once  again 
host  a  grand  assemblage  of  foreign  sail¬ 
ing  craft,  as  California  k  c  o  m  - 


memorates  its  sesquicentennial  with  a 
'tall  ships'  race  from  San  Francisco  to 
Southern  California.  If  your  heart  swells 
at  the  sight  of  yardarms  and  square  sails, 
this  is  big  news  indeed,  as  the  race  will 
attract  the  largest  gathering  of  square  rig¬ 
gers  and  gaff-rigged  schooners  seen  here 
since  the  boom  years  of  the  mid- 1800s. 

Bolstered  by  a  generous  endowment 
from  the  Mervyn's  retail  chain,  the  race, 
officially  titled  the  Mervyn's  California 
Gold  Rush  Race,  will  be  the  dramatic  cen¬ 
terpiece  of  three  years  of  celebrations  and 
events  throughout  the  state. 

After  several  days  of  dockside  open 
houses,  the  fleet  —  which  is  expected 
to  include  i  seven 'Class  A' square- 

W 
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riggers,  some  of  which  are  longer  than  a 
football  field  —  will  race  down  the  coast 
to  Long  Beach  from  a  starting  line  out¬ 
side  the  Golden  Gate  (July  5).  There,  the 
fleet  will  be  joined  by  a  variety  of  South¬ 
ern  California-based  vessels  —  including 
the  136-year-old  Star  of  India  —  for  a 
'cruise  in  company'  to  San  Diego. 

Although  these  events  are  still  five 
months  away,  our  intention  in  profiling 
the  participating  vessels  this  month  is  to 
give  you  plenty  of  advance  notice  —  not 
only  so  you  can  block  out  the  dates  on 
your  calendar,  but  also  so  you'll  be  aware 
of  a  variety  of  ways  ^  that  you  can  join  in 
on  all  the  hoopla,  f 


li 
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First  of  all,  we  encourage  you  to  shang¬ 
hai  a  few  friends  and  sail  out  the  Gate  on 
July  2  to  welcome  the  incoming  fleet.  Be¬ 
ing  well  aware  of  the  photo-op  potential 
of  such  an  auspicious  arrival,  fleet  orga¬ 
nizers  at  the  Nautical  Heritage  Society  and 
the  American  Sail  Training  Association 
have  promised  to  do  their  darnedest  to 
have  the  ships  sail  beneath  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  in  a  grand  procession.  The 
plan  is  to  stage  them  at  Drake's  Bay  on 
July  1,  then  enter  the  Bay  on  cue  on  the 
afternoon  of  July  2  for  a  promenade  down 
the  cityfront.  Don’t  miss  it  —  and  please 
help  us  pray  to  the  'fog  god'  to  stay  the 
heck  away. 

With  the  paucity  of  big-^hip 
berthing  space  available  along  the  San 
Francisco  waterfront  these  days,  the  fleet 
is  apt  to  be  scattered  throughout  the  Bay, 
but  one  way  or  another  they'll  all  get  shoe¬ 
horned  in  somewhere  and  most  will  be 
available  for  'open  house'  viewings.  (We’ll 


With  her  22  sails  all  pulling  together,  the  U.  S. 
Coast  Guard  Barque  'Eagle'  is  a  truly  inspi¬ 
rational  sight.  Cadets  who  are  lucky  enough 
to  sail  aboard  her  get  a  priceless  education 
in  the  time-honored  traditions  of  marlinspike 
seamanship  and  teamwork. 


sented  by  the  ’49ers  established  the  pre¬ 
cedent  of  cultural  diversity  that  charac¬ 
terizes  California's  population  today.  It's 
particularly  fitting,  therefore,  that  the 
cadet  ships  slated  to  visit  the  Bay  this 
summer  will  represent  a  diverse  family  of 
nations.  In  addition  to  the  U.S.  Coast 
Guard's  goodwill  flagship,  the  Barque 
Eagle,  Japan,  Russia,  Colombia,  Ecuador, 
Canada  and  possibly  Mexico  will  enter 
Class  A  ships  (over  170  feet  LOA). 


I, 


Jack  Aubrey,  eat  your  heart  out.  'Californian',  the 
state's  official  "Tallship  Ambassador",  cuts  a 
beautiful  line,  with  her  topsail  flying. 

keep  you  informed  in  the  coming  months.) 

If  you've  ever  been  to  a  big  tall  ship 
rally  before,  like  an  OpSail  event  in  New 
England  or  a  Cutty  Sark  Regatta  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  you  know  that  many  —  if  not  most 
—  tall  ships  are  dedicated  to  the  age-old 
endeavor  of  'sail  training .  Because  ma¬ 
neuvering  a  square  rigger,  or  even  a  large 
schooner,  demands  tightly  choreographed 
teamwork,  many  navies  and  merchant 
marine  organizations  realize  that  the  fun¬ 
damental  grounding  in 
traditional  seamanship 
that  cadets  receive,  will 
serve  them  throughout 
their  careers,  regardless 
of  whether  they  become 
offshore  fisherman  or 
gunship  commanders. 

So  it  is,  that  virtually 
every  country  in  Europe 
and  Latin  America,  as 
well  as  a  variety  of  other 
maritime  nations,  main¬ 
tains  at  least  one  of  these 
glorious  vessels.  In  most 
cases,  a  tall  ship's  sec¬ 
ondary  purpose  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  international  good¬ 
will  as  it  travels  around 
the  globe  on  its  annual 
tour.  While  you're  un¬ 
likely  to  be  offered  a  ride 
down  the  coast  on  one  of 
these  beauties,  we  heart¬ 
ily  encourage  you  to  tour 
as  many  of  them  at 
dockside  as  possible. 

You're  not  likely  to  have 
a  similar  opportunity  any 
time  soon. 

The  disparate  mix  of  < 
ethnic  origins  repre¬ 


Ln  addition  to  the  big  boys,  a  number 
of  Class  B  (100-170  feet)  and  Class  C  ves¬ 
sels  (under  100  feet)  will  also  take  part  in 
the  event.  Most  of  these  are  based  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  while  some  are  exclu¬ 
sively  dedicated  to  youth  sailing  pro¬ 
grams,  others  may  have  berths  available 
to  able-bodied  adults  during  the  south¬ 
bound  jaunt  or  on  positioning  cruises  to 
and  from  the  Bay.  (Check  listings  which 
follow.) 

The  Race  fleet  will  be  divided  into  two 
divisions:  Sail  Training  and  Cruising.  To 
enter  the  former,  a  vessel  must  have  a 
minimum  waterline  of  30  feet,  and  at  least 
jialf  her  crew  must  be  between  15  and  25 
years  of  age.  International  Sail  Training 
Association  handicaps  will  apply. 

The  Cruising  Division  will  be  open  to 
all  traditional  vessels  40  feet  LOA  or  longer 


Mervyn's  California  Gold  Rush  Race 
Activities  Schedule 

July  2  —  Ships  Arrive;  parade  into 
San  Francicso  Bay 

■j Ju,y  3'4  —  Shoreside  events  in 
San  Francisco 

July  5  —  Start  of  Gold  Rush  Race 
off  San  Francisco 
_  July  6-8  — At  sea 

July  9  —  Race  completion  deadline; 

fleet  in  Long  Beach 
July  10,  11  —  Shoreside  events  in 
'Long  Beach 
July  12  —  Start  cruise  in 

company  to  San  Diego  I 
J’"  July  13  —  Parade  into  I 

/jr\  San  Diego  Bay  f 

••  ^ ’July  14-16  —  Fleet  in 

V  |  San  Diego  r 

/I  f  July  17-19— *  1 * 

**  Shoreside  j 

^  events  ' 
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'Pallada'  hails  from  Vladivostok,  Russia. _ 

which  do  not  meet  youth  crew  require¬ 
ments.  Handicaps  are  a  non-issue,  as  this 
division  will  not  be  officially  scored. 

If  you  have  an  appropriate  vessel  and 
can  muster  an  able  crew  —  young  or  old 
—  we  heartily  encourage  you  to  join  this 
amazing  parade.  Entry  details  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Nautical  Heritage  Society 
website,  which  has  links  to  specific  ves¬ 
sels,  as  well  as  to  California  State  agen¬ 
cies  involved  in  sesquicentennial  activi¬ 
ties:  www. californian.org.  Or  phone: 
(800)  432-2201. 

Failing  the  possibility  of  actually  sail¬ 
ing  in  the  Race,  another  way  to  get  in- 

' Concordia'  —  the  way  high  school  'should'  be. 


volved  on  a  personal  level 
is  to  volunteer  to  assist 
with  dockside  logistics 
and  ship  tours.  In  addition 
to  the  thrill  of  being  part 
of  the  action,  volunteers 
will  be  given  special  cloth¬ 
ing  to  wear  while  on  duty 
that  will  be  theirs  to  keep 
as  a  gift,  plus  certificates 
of  appreciation  and  special 
badges  which  pllow  access 
to  ships,  not  to  mention  an 
invitation  to  some  cadet 
events,  and  recognition  at 
a  "wrap  party"  at  the  end 
of  the  entire  event.  Not  a 
bad  deal.  (For  more  de¬ 
tails,  e-mail  Alice 
t  Cochran,  Visiting  Ships 

_  Volunteer  Coordinator,  at: 

acochran@pacbell.  net.) 

At  this  writing,  the  list  of  entries  hasn't 
yet  been  etched  in  stone,  but  the  vessels 
profiled  here  have  made  firm  commit¬ 
ments. 

Eagle  (USA)  —  Serving  as  a  seagoing 
classroom  for  a  co-ed  contingent  of  U.S. 
Coast  Guard  Academy  cadets,  the  295-ft 
Barque  Eagle  is  the  only  active  commis¬ 
sioned  sailing  vessel  in  all  U.S.  maritime 
services.  And  when  her  20,000  square  feet 
of  sail  are  flying,  she  is  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  vessels  ever  to  fly 
the  stars  and  stripes. 

One  of  five  sisterships  built  in  Ger¬ 
many  for  sail  training  in  the  '30s,  this 
vessel,  originally  named  Horst  Wessel  was 
taken  as  a  prize  of  war  after  WWII.  Com¬ 
missioned  by  the  Coast  Guard  in  1946, 
she  took  the  name  Eagle  from  a  long  line 
of  Coast  Guard  cutters  that  preceded  her, 
the  first  having  been  commissioned  in 
1792,  shortly  after  formation  of  the  mod¬ 
ern  Coast  Guard's  forerunner,  the  Rev¬ 
enue  Marine  Service. 

Eagle  will  serve  as  the  flagship  of  the 
Class  A  fleet  during  the  Gold  Rush  Race. 

Overall  Length:  295';  Beam:  40';  Draft:  17'; 
Rig:  Three-masted  bark;  Sail  Area:  22,245  sq. 
ft.;  Mast  Height:  147'4";  Hull:  Steel;  Built:  1936 
by  Blohm  &  Voss,  Hamburg,  Germany; 
Homeport:  New  London,  CT;  Number  of  Ca¬ 
dets:  150,  co-ed. 


Kaiwo  Maru  (Japan)  —  At  361  feet  in 
£  length,  this  immaculately-maintained  q 
3  four-masted  bark  is  the  flagship  of  1 
<  Japan's  Institute  for  Sea  Training  (a  a 
<j  division  of  the  country’s  Ministry  of  t 
o  Transport).  Launched  in  1989,  this  vessel,  5 


whose  name  translates  as  'King  of  the 
Sea',  was  built  as  a  replacement  for  the 
original  Kaiwo  Maru,  which  served  the 
Institute's  cadets  during  it's  first  50  years 
of  operation. 

Her  impressive  rig  employs  18  square 
sails  and  18  fore-  and-aft  sails  —  enough 
to  keep  dozens  of  sailors  scampering.  No 
wonder  she  carries  a  total  crew  compli¬ 
ment  of  199. 

Overall  Length:  36T;  Beam:  46';  Draft:  22'; 
Rig:  Four-Masted  Bark;  Sail  Area:  29,708  sq. 
ft.;  Mast  Height:  182';  Hull:  Steel;  Built:  1989  at 
Yokosuka,  Japan;  Homeport:  Tokyo,  Japan; 
Number  of  Cadets:  108. 

Concordia  (Canada)  —  With  bright- red 
maple  leaves  adorning  her  square  sails, 
and  a  royal  blue  hull  beneath  them,  the 
Canadian  sail-training  ship  Concordia 
should  be  easy  to  identify  when  she  sails 
beneath  the  Golden  Gate. 

Launched  in  1992,  Concordia  is  prob¬ 
ably  the  'youngest'  sail  training  vessel  in 
the  Americas  .  She  was  commissioned  spe¬ 
cifically  for  the  globe-trotting  annual  pro¬ 
grams  of  a  Canadian  educational  organi¬ 
zation  called  Class  Afloat,  which  is  affili- 


Hands-on  experience  is  the  name  of  the  game 
on  sail  training  programs.  Cadets  hone  their 
'life  skills'  in  addition  to  their  seamanship. 
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ated  with  West  Island  College.  The  44  co¬ 
ed  students  (from  grades  1 1  through  jun¬ 
ior  college)  who  sail  aboard  her  on  half- 
or  full-year  programs  have  got  to  be  some 
of  the  luckiest  kids  on  the  planet.  Not  only 
do  they  get  to  sail  to  exotic  ports  all  over 
the  world,  but  their  normal  load  of  aca¬ 
demic  subjects  is  blended  with  hands-on 
sail  training. 

Concordia  will  leave  Victoria  June  28 
bound  for  San  Francisco,  and  because  the 
Gold  Rush  Race  is  sandwiched  between 
the  end  of  one  school  program  and  the 
start  of  another,  she  may  have  berths 
available  for  the  delivery  and  the  Race. 
Adolescents  of  15  and  up  may  apply:  Call 
(514)  683-9052;  e-mail:  discovery 
©classajloat.com  or  visit  their  website  at: 
www.  classajloat.  com. 

Overall  Length:  188';  Beam:  31';  Draft:  13'2"; 
Rig:  Barkentine;  Sail  Area:  10,000  sq.  ft.;  Mast 
Height:  115';  Hull:  Steel;  Built:  1992  at  Szczecin, 
Poland;  Homeport:  Nassau,  Bahamas. 

Gloria  (Colombia)  —  Launched  in 
1968,  Gloria  is  one  of  four  similar  three- 
masted  barks  built  by  Astilleros  yTalleres 
Celaya  in  Bilbao,  Spain,  specifically  for 


the  training  of  naval  cadets. 

She  and  her  sisterships, 

Ecuador's  Guayas  (also  a  Gold 
Rush  Race  participant), 
Venezuela’s  Simon  Bolivar  and 
Mexico’s  Cuauhtemoc  are  all 
regular  participants  at  interna¬ 
tional  tall  ship  festivals  and 
transatlantic  races.  And  from 
our  experience  they  tend  to 
throw  the  best  dockside  parties 
—  latin  blood  and  salsa  music 
is  a  powerful  combination! 

Another  distinctive  trait  of 
the  latin  crews  is  that  when 
they  enter  or  leave  a  harbor, 
their  cadets  can  typically  be 
seen  standing  precariously 
atop  every  yardarm  in  a  sym¬ 
bolic  salute  to  their  host  city. 

To  get  an  idea  of  what  it  would 
be  like  to  balance  on  the  up¬ 
permost  yards,  imagine  perch¬ 
ing  on  a  flagpole  that  extends 
out  horizontally  from  a  15-story,  G 
building  —  during  an  earth-  | 
quake.  § 

The  design  of  vessels  like  < 

“  —  Gloria  and  Guayas  « 

are  reminiscent  of  o 
'  commercial  barks  w 
of  the  late  1800s 
which  replaced  the  w 
clipper  ships  on  ~ 
world  trade  routes. 

Overall  Length:  255';  Beam: 
33';  Draft:  1 6';  Rig:  Three-masted 
bark;  Sail  Area:  15,000  sq.  ft.; 
Hull:  steel;  Built:  1968  at  Bilbao, 
Spain;  Homeport:  Cartagena,  Co¬ 
lombia;  Number  of  Cadets:  90. 

Guayas  (Ecuador)  — 
Younger  sister  of  Gloria, 
Guayas  was  built  for  the  Ec¬ 
uadorian  Navy  in  1977. 
Based  at  Guayaquil,  the  main 
port  of  this  small  Andean 
country,  Guayas  borrowed 
her  name  from  the  first 
steamship  built  in  South 
America,  back  in  1841. 

You  couldn't  exactly  call  it 
'one-design  racing’,  but  in  the 
Gold  Rush  Race,  Guayas  and 
Gloria  will  be  the  most  closely 
matched  vessels  —  although 
Guayas  is  slightly  longer  and 
has  more  potential  sail  area. 
We  don't  know  how  the 
oddsmakers  would  rate  them, 
but  both  crews  will  definitely 


Japan's  massive  four-master  'Kaiwo  Maru‘. 
have  a  prime  opportunity  to  test  their 
skills  on  the  350-mile  run  to  Long  Beach. 

Overall  Length:  268';  Beam  35';  Rig: 
Three-masted  bark;  Sail  Area:  17,222  sq.  ft.; 
Mast  Height:  127';  Hull:  steel;  Built:  1977  at 
Bilbao,  Spain;  Homeport:  Guayaquil,  Ecuador; 
Number  of  Cadets:  90. 

Pallada  (Russia)  —  Despite  the  eco¬ 
nomic  hardships  Poland  has  endured 
during  this  century,  she  has  always  main¬ 
tained  a  well-respected  shipbuilding  in¬ 
dustry.  And  sail  training  ships  seem  to 
be  a  specialty.  Pallada  is  one  of  several 
sisterships  built  of  steel  at  the  well-re¬ 
spected  Gdansk  shipyards  during  the  past 
two  decades.  She  was  launched  only  10 
years  ago. 

Based  in  remote  Vladivostok,  on 
Russia's  northeastern  coast,  Pallada  is 
affiliated  with  a  maritime  academy  there. 
She  is  one  of  a  fleet  of  sail  training  ves¬ 
sels  operated  by  the  DALRYBA  Joint  Stock 
Company.  While  most  Russian  cadets 
make  their  careers  in  fishing  or  commer¬ 
cial  shipping,  Russians  have  long  re¬ 
garded  sail  training  as  essential  basic 
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training  for  any  seagoing  occupation. 

Overall  Length:  356';  Beam:  46';  Draft:  21'; 
Sail  Area:  29,900  sq.  ft.;  Rig:  Full-rigged  ship; 
Built:  1989  at  Gdansk,  Poland;  Homeport: 
Vladivostok,  Russia;  Number  of  Cadets:  143. 

Nedezhda  (Russia)  —  We  don't  know 
too  much  yet  about  this  Class  A  vessel, 
except  that  she  is  a  cousin,  if  not  a 
sistership,  to  Pallada  and  several  similar 
ships  built  in  Poland  for  maritime  acad¬ 
emies  of  the  former  Soviet  Union.  Nedesda 
is  operated  by  the  Far  East  State  Mari¬ 
time  Academy. 

Overall  Length:  358';  Rig:  Full-Rigged  Ship; 
Number  of  Cadets:  100. 

Star  of  India  (USA)  —  Sadly,  this 
spectacular  San  Diego-based,  three- 
masted  bark  will  not  be  able  to  join  the 
festivities  here  in  the  Bay,  but  she  will 
make  the  cruise  from  Long  Beach  to  San 
Diego  —  a  feat  which,  in  itself,  is  note¬ 
worthy.  After  all,  this  elegant  lady  is  136 
years  of  age.  Built  on  England's  Isle  of 
Man  just  14  years  after  the  Gold  Rush, 
she  is  the  oldest  actively-sailed  square- 
rigger  in  the  world  and  is  a  fine  example 
of  nineteenth  century  craftsmanship. 

During  her  many  years  of  commercial 
service,  she  completed  an  amazing  2 1  laps 
around  the  globe  via  Cape  Horn  —  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  an  engine.  If  her  timbers 
could  talk,  they’d  describe  how  she  sur- 


<*» 


Sausalito's  'Hawaiian  Chieftain'. 


vived  an  extraordinary  litany  of  ocean  per¬ 
ils  including  a  mutiny,  a  dismasting  in 
the  Indian  Ocean,  a  grounding  on  the 
reefs  of  Maui,  entrapment  in  Bering  Sea 
Ice  floes,  and  various  collisions. 
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The  Canadian  Naval  vessel  'HMCS  Oriole'. 


The  Star  of  India,  which  was  originally 
named  Euterpe,  has  been  designated  as 
a  National  Historic  Monument,  and  is  the 
flagship  of  the  San  Diego  Maritime 
Museum's  historic  fleet.  Although  she 
rarely  sails  these  days,  thousands  of 
school  children  walk  her  decks  each  year 
while  participating  in  'living  history'  pro¬ 
grams. 

Overall  Length:  278';  Beam:  35';  Draft:  21  '6"; 

Rig:  Three-masted  bark;  Sail  area:  18,000  sq. 
ft;  Rig  height:  140';  Hull:  Iron;  Built:  1863  by 
Gibson,  McDonald  &  Arnold,  Ramsey,  Isle  of 
Man.  Trainees:  140.  Dockside  visitors:  300. 

Class  B  &  C  Vessels 

If  the  idea  of  crewing  in  the  Race  ap¬ 
peals  to  you,  joining  a  Class  B  or  C  vessel 
as  a  paying  trainee  will  probably  be  your 
best  bet  —  unless  you  happen  to  have  a 
traditional  vessel  of  your  own.  We've  listed 
contact  info  here  so  you  can  check  avail¬ 
ability  for  the  Race  and  for  positioning 
cruises  before  and/or  after  the  actual 
events.  Also,  stay  tuned  for  details  about 
on-the-water  events  such  as  mock  gun 
battles,  both  in  Sap  Francisco  and  San 
Diego.  \ 

Californian  —  Built  at  Spanish  Land¬ 
ing  in  San  Diego,  and  launched  in  1984, 
Californian  is  a  beautifully-crafted  replica 
of  an  actual  Gold  Rush  era  schooner 
named  C.W.  Lawrence.  The  original  was 
commissioned  as  a  Revenue  Marine  Ser¬ 
vice  Cutter  —  the  Coast  Guard’s  prede¬ 
cessor  —  and  was  the  first  such  vessel 
stationed  on  the  California  coast.  • 

With  her  heritage  and  her  fast,  elegant 
design,  it's  no  wonder  she's  been  desig¬ 
nated  as  our  state’s  Official  Tallship  Am¬ 
bassador. 

The  Californian  stays  busy  throughout 
the  year  running  programs  for  both  youth 
and  adults  that  amalgamate  basic  sail 
training  with  the  study  of  coastal  ecology 
and  American  history.  Call  the  non-profit  < 
Nautical  Heritage  Society  for  crewing 
availability:  (800)  432-2201  or  (949)  369-  £ 
6773.  (2 

Overall  Length:  145';  Beam:  24’6";  Draft:  § 
9’5";  Rig:  Square  topsail  schooner;  Sail  Area:  8 


7,000 sq.ft.;  Rig  Height:  101';  Hull:  wood;  Built: 
1983  by  Nautical  Heritage  Society,  San  Diego; 
Homeport:  Long  Beach;  Trainees:  16  (over¬ 
night),  co-ed,  4th  grade  through  college. 

Bill  of  Rights  —  Having  recently  relo¬ 
cated  to  L.A.  from  Philadelphia,  this  beau¬ 
tiful  129-ft  topsail  schooner  is  now  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Los  Angeles  Maritime  Insti¬ 
tute  (LAMI),  which  is  the  educational 
branch  of  the  Los  Angeles  Maritime  Mu¬ 
seum.  LAMI  also  runs  another  race  par¬ 
ticipant,  the  Swift  of  Ipswich.  Most  pro¬ 
grams  on  both  vessels  focus  on  teaching 
young  participants  a  combination  of  sea¬ 
manship  skills  and  "life  skills,"  such  as 
teamwork  and  self-reliance.  Their  Topsail 
Youth  Program  works  primarily  with  "at- 
risk"  youngsters. 

Launched  in  1971,  Bill  of  Rights  was 
constructed  of  wood  in  Maine  by  Harvey 
F.  Gamage.  She  is  a  fine  example  of  the 
enduring  skills  of  New  England  ship¬ 
wrights.  Contact  LAMI  for  availability  and 
scheduling  at  (310)  833-6055. 

Overall  Length:  136';  Beam:  23';  Draft:  10'; 
Rig:  Gaff  topsail  schooner;  Sail  Area:  6,300  sq. 
ft.;  Mast  Height:  100';  Hull:  wood;  Built:  1971 
by  Harvey  F.  Gamage,  South  Bristol,  ME; 
Homeport:  San  Pedro;  Trainees:  52  (day  sails), 
39  (overnight). 


Swift  of  Ipswich — Sixty  years  old  and 
still  going  strong,  the  Swift  was  designed 
by  Howard  Chapelle  early  in  his  illustri- 
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ous  career.  With  the  ability  to  carry  a 
square  sail  on  her  foremast  in  addition  to 
her  typical  gaff-rigged-schooner  sailplan, 
she  is  technically  a  square  topsail  schoo¬ 
ner.  Hopefully,  she'll  get  to  fly  her  entire 
sail  inventory  on  the  trip  south. 

In  addition  to  youth  programs,  Swift 
of  Ipswich  also  organizes  more  challeng¬ 
ing  voyages  for  a  variety  of  groups,  called 
Swift  Expeditions.  Contact  LAMI  for  avail¬ 
ability  and  scheduling  at  (310)  548-2902. 

Overall  Length:  70';  Draft:  10';  Beam:  18'; 
Rig:  Square  topsail  schooner;  Sail  Area:  5,166 
sq.  ft.;  Mast  Height:  74';  Hull:  wood;  Built:  1938 
by  William  A.  Robinson,  Ipswich,  MA;  Homeport: 
San  Pedro;  Trainees:  49  (day),  31  (overnight), 
co-ed,  age  12  and  up.  , 

J 

HMCS  Oriole  (Canada)  —  This  beau¬ 
tiful  102-ft  ketch  holds  the  unique  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  oldest  commissioned 
ship  in  the  Canadian  Navy  —  and  the  only 
yacht  in  the  Navy. 

But  she  is  not  merely  a  museum  piece. 
In  addition  to  conducting  active  sail  train¬ 
ing  programs  for  naval  personnel,  she  is 
also  a  regular  participant  in  local  and  off¬ 
shore  races  like  the  Vic-Maui,  the 
Transpac  and  the  Swiftsure  Classic. 
Based  at  Esquimalt,  near  Victoria,  BC, 
she  made  an  18,000-mile  voyage  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  back  for  a  tall  ships  eveht  in 
1984. 

Fourth  in  a  line  of  private  yachts 
(named  Oriole)  that  were  built  for  a 


The  arrivals  of  Ecuador's 
three-masted  'Guay as'  are 
impressive  —  acrophobics 
need  not  apply. 
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was  launched  in  Seattle  in  1933,  making 
her  the  oldest  vessel  in  the  SF  charter 
trade. 

Apropos  of  the  Gold  Rush  Race,  Ren¬ 
dezvous  is  a  1/3  scale  replica  of  a  French 
brigantine  schooner,  circa  1817  —  which 
would  have  made  her  a  youngster  of  25 
at  the  peak  of  the  Gold  Rush. 

A  veteran  of  extensive  Pacific  Basin  and 
Atlantic  voyaging,  Rendezvous  dedicates 
many  hours  to  her  Marine  Education  Pro¬ 
gram,  in  addition  to  conducting  corporate 
and  private  charters,  as  well  as  individu¬ 
ally-ticketed  sailings.  Call  Rendezvous 
Charters  for  availability  at  (415)  543- 
7333. 

Overall  Length:  78';  Beam:  16';  Draft:  9'6"; 
Rig:  Brigantine;  Sail  Area:  3,182  sq.  ft.;  Hull: 
Wood;  Built:  1933  at  Seattle,  WA;  Homeport: 
San  Francisco;  Trainees:  49,  co-ed,  all  ages. 


Lookin'  good  at  136  —  the  'Star  of  India'. 


Pilgrim  of  Newport  —  Talk  about  a 
ship  with  a  unique  pedigree.  This  118' 
topsail  schooner  is  a  full-scale  replica  of 
an  American  Revolution-era  'Sharp 
Schooner’.  Back  in  1970,  master  ship¬ 
wright  Dennis  Holland  bought  plans  for 
her  construction  from  the  Smithsonian 
Institute,  and  laid  her  keel  in  the  front 
yard  of  his  home  in  Costa  Mesa  —  it  was 
an  era  of  dreamers. 

Much  to  the  surprise  of  local  doubt¬ 
ers,  he  finally  launched  her  13  years  later. 
Not  only  did  she  sail  well,  but  she  was  a 
work  of  impressive  traditional  craftsman¬ 
ship. 

/  In  '97  new  owners  Susan  and  Wade 
Hall  bought  her  and  are  currently  run¬ 
ning  hands-on  youth  education  programs 


Brigantine  'Rendezvous'  is  a  familiar  SF  sight. 


Toronto  businessman,  this  Oriole  was 
completed  in  1921  by  George  Lawley  and 
Sons  of  Boston. 

Still  true  to  her  era,  she  uses  no 
winches.  Instead,  halyards  and  running 
backs  are  rigged  "luff  upon  luff’  for  me¬ 
chanical  advantage.  Her  spinnaker  poles 
are  42  feet  long  and  weigh  125  lbs. 

Overall  Length:  102';  Beam:  19';  Draft:  10'; 
Rig:  Marconi  ketch;  Sail  Area:  14,000  sq.  ft.; 
Mast  Height:  104';  Number  of  Cadets:  18. 


Hawaiian  Chieftain  —  At  78-ft  LOA, 
this  distinctive  square  topsail  ketch  is  a 
familiar  sight  on  San  Francisco  Bay.  She 
makes  her  bread  and  butter  as  an  active 
charter  vessel,  but  doubles  as  a  sail  train¬ 
ing  ship  in  association  with  the  Or¬ 
ange  County  Marine  Institution,  the 
Sea  Training  Institute  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Maritime  Museum  Associa¬ 
tion.  She  often  spends  winters  do¬ 
ing  programs  in  Southern  California. 

Conjuring  up  images  of  Captain 
Hook's  treasure  ship,  the  Chieftain! s 
design  is  reminiscent  of  a  Northern 
European  coastal  trading  vessel  of  £ 
the  1790s.  With  that  as  her  pedigree,  £ 
don't  be  shocked  if  you  see  her  crew  5 
decked  out  in  pirate  garb  —  really.  £ 
Contact  Hawaiian  Chieftain  Inc.  for  | 
sailing  availability:  (415)  331-3214.  $ 

Overall  Length:  78';  Beam:  22';  Draft:  3 
6';  Rig:  Square  topsail  ketch;  Sail  area:  j> 
4,200  sq.  ft.;  Mast  Height:  75';  Hull:  steel;  g 
Built:  1988  at  Lahaina  Welding  Co.,  | 
Lahaina,  Maul,  Hawaii;  Trainees:  49,  co¬ 
ed,  all  ages. 


Rendezvous  —  A  true  pioneer  among 
San  Francisco  charter  boats,  the  brigan¬ 
tine  Rendezvous  has  sailed  the  Bay  for 
decades.  Built  of  Doug  fir  over  oak,  she 


(for  4th  -  12th  graders)  in  association  with 
the  Orange  County  Marine  Institute  and 
the  Catalina  Island  Marine  Institute.  Pil¬ 
grim  of  Newport  is  also  available  for  pri¬ 
vate  and  corporate  charters.  Call  the  Halls 
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at  (714)  966-0686  for  general  in¬ 
quires  or  Adventure  Outfitters  for 
Gold  Rush  Race  availability  at  (562) 
498-7705. 

Overall  Length:  118';  Beam:  24';  Draft: 
10';  Rig:  schooner;  Saif  Area:  6,000  sq. 
ft.;  Hull:  Wood;  Built:  1 983  by  Dennis  Hol¬ 
land  in  Costa  Mesa;  Homeport:  Newport 
Beach;  Trainees:  82  (days),  28  (overnight), 
co-ed,  all  ages. 


-^\lthough  we  rarely  give  a  hoot 
about  any  vessel  without  sails,  we 
couldn't  possibly  neglect  to  mention 
that  the  two  last  remaining  WWII 
Liberty  Ships  will  also  accompany 
the  fleet  south.  Both  the  445-ft  SS 
Lane  Victory,  which  is  based  at  San 
Pedro,  and  the  441 -ft  SS  Jeremiah 
O'Brien,  which  is  based  here  in  the  Bay 
at  Ft.  Mason,  have  both  been  designated 
National  Historic  Monuments.  Cal  Mari¬ 
time  Academy's  training  ship,  the  Golden 
Bear,  will  also  come  along  for  the  ride. 

In  addition  to  the  Star  of  India,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  vessels  will  participate  in  the 
Southern  California  portion  of  the  festivi¬ 
ties  only.  Among  them  will  be  the  Brig  Pil¬ 


Still  truckin'  after  all  these  years,  the  WWII  era 
Liberty  Ship,  ’SS  Jeremiah  O'Brien',  will  watch 
over  the  fleet  on  the  trip  south. 


grim,  a  sail  training  vessel  operated  by  the 
Orange  County  Marine  Institute  of  Dana 
Point.  She  is  a  full-size  replica  of  the  phip 
immortalized  in  Richard  Henry  Dana's 
Two  Years  Before  the  Mast.  Call  (949)  496- 
2274  for  info. 


v/ 


Another  Southern  California  ves¬ 
sel  that  will  be  on  hand  for  the 
cruise  in  company  from  Long  Beach 
to  San  Diego  is  the  92-ft  topsail 
ketch  Argus,  which  is  "used, 
abused,  and  loved  by  Sea  Scouts” 
of  Orange  County  during  two-  and 
five-day  trips.  Call  the  Boy  Scout 
Sea  Base  at  (949)  642-5031  for  info. 

The  Mervyn's  California  Gold 
Rush  Race  won't  compare  in  scope 
c n  to  the  Tall  Ships  2000  event 
>  planned  for  Boston  a  year  later,  but 
o  for  old-time  sailing  ship  buffs,  it  will 
2  certainly  be  a  fine  warm-up.  Not 
§  only  that,  but  you  won't  have  to 
g  commit  to  crossing  an  ocean  in  or- 
_ ^  der  to  race  with  the  fleet.  And  view¬ 
ing  a  fleet  of  this  size  is  a  lot  more  man¬ 
ageable  too.  With  a  bit  of  endurance  it 
should  be  possible  to  visit  most  of  the 
Class  A  ships  in  a  single  day. 

These  Gold  Rush  events  promise  to  be 
unique  and  truly  memorable,  so  don't  al¬ 
low  yourself  to  miss  them  —  and  bring 
plenty  of  film! 

—  latitude  /aet 


SAN  LEANDRO  MARINA 


A  GREAT  PLACE  TO  VISIT 
A  GREAT  PLACE  TO  STAY! 


Featuring: 

•24-60'  Berths 

•  Beautiful  Landscaping 

•  Numerous  Restrooms  with  hot  showers 

•  Easy  Freeway  Access 

from  880  &  580! 


Plus! 

•  3  Restaurants 

•  First-Class  Hotel 

•  2  Golf  Courses 

•  2  Yacht  Clubs 


FIRST  NIGHT  FREE  FOR  GUEST  BERTHING! 

800-559-SAIL 


Ever  Dream  of  Sailing  Aboard 
an  Explorer’s  Ship? 

Stop  Dreaming  and  DO  IT! 

Experience  18th  century  sailing  aboard  the  authentic 
replica  of  Captain  James  Cook's  famed  ship, 

HM  Bark  Endeavour. 

WINTER  VOYAGES 

Galapagos  to  Balboa 
Acapulco  to 
Cabo  San  Lucas 
Cabo  San  Lucas  to 
San  Diego 

SPRING/SUMMER 
VOYAGES 

5  day  voyages  up  the 
West  Coast 

Must  be  18 

For  voyage  crew  itinerary, 
‘  details  and  prices  contact 

(619)  223-9477 

crewman@ibm.net  •  www.greenwichuk.com/endeavour 


Page  148  •  •  February,  1999 


Teak  and  fiberglass  seats  equal 
tender  tushes.  There  is  a  cure!  BottomSidcrs  ™ 
provide  the  comfort  you  want  without  the  nuisance 
of  conventional  cushions.  No  soggy  seats,  split 
seams  or  stuck  zippers. 


*  Waterproof 


•  Slide  Resistant 


ALL-WEATHER  SAILING  CUSHIONS 


8040  NE  Day  Road  West 
Bainbridge  Island,  WA  981 10 

(800)  438-0633  •  Fax  (206)  780-1012 

;  EMAIL:  bottomsidr@aol.com 


1 


* 


A 

marina 


* 

£ 

INI 


I  MARINA  REAL  I 

SAN  CARLOS,  SONORA,  MEXICO 


IN  THE  SEA  OF  CORTEZ 

Located  on  the  Mexican  mainland  near 
Guaymas  and  San  Carlos,  265  miles  south  of 
Nogales,  Arizona. 

•  350  slip  marina  •  20  &  30  amps  electrical  service 

•  24-hour  security  patrol 

•  Fuel  dock  with  gasoline/diesel 

•  Restrooms  &  showers 

•  Web  email  •  Fax/copy  service 

•  Port  entry  clearance 

•  Book  exchange  •  Video  loan  library 

•  Ice  &  bottled  water 

•  Wet  storage  for  summer  months  (low  prices) 

Starting  April  1999 
Haulouts,  Dry  Storage  &  Service  Yard 


<s 


BHWfl 


Phone/fax  0 1 1  -52-622-700 1 1 
Call  on  VHF  #  1 6  when  in  area 
email:  mreal@tetakawi.net.mx 

Real  visit  our  website: 

www.personal.riverusers.com/~mdjinx/real.htm 


• « • 
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San  Francisco 


Calling  all 
Classic  Woodies! 

Since  1867,  the  MMBA  has  been 
devoted  to  the  preservation  of 
classic  sailing  yachts  and  tradi¬ 
tional  seamanship.  Members  participate  year-round  in 
races,  cruises,  a  boat  show,  sharing  knowledge  and 
swapping  sea  stories. 

Please  join  us  at  our 

SPRING  POTLUCK 
March  20th  at  the 
Pt.  San  Pablo  YC  in  Richmond 

Kindr^^mtSy  superb  weather  entertainment, 

3BS&&  suaranBi  Ml 

-  t  I  m  '  w  w 


■  - 

www.mastermariners.org 


Membership  Chairman: 
Ken  Inouyc 


/ 
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CORINTHIAN  MIDWINTERS 


Th 


he  Corinthian  YC  Midwinters  delivered  the  goods  —  both  on  and 
off  the  water  —  on  the  weekend  of  January  16  17.  Despite  a  less  than 
stellar  weather  forecast,  121  boats  (out  of  150  entered)  showed  up  for 
the  weekend  festivities  —  a  Central  Bay  race  on  each  day,  with  a  full 
shoreside  schedule  of  activities  sandwiched  in  between.  'This  weekend 
was  the  definition  of  what  a  midwinter  regatta  should  be  all 
about, "claimed  CYC  Commodore  Jeff  McQueen. 

Saturday  morning  dawned  gray  and  foggy,  but  by  the  12:00  'show 
time',  the  sun  was  shining  and  a  light  westerly  had  filled  in.  Faced  with 
a  4.8-knot  ebb  in  the  mkhafternoon,  the  Race  Committee  elected  to 
keep  the  fleet  nearby,  choosing  three  relatively  short  Central  Bay  courses 
from  their  24-option  menu.  The  big  classes  —  including  the  competi¬ 
tive  12-boat  Division  l  group  and  the  1 1  -boat  J/ 105  fleet  —  used  Yel¬ 
low  Bluff  as  their  windward  mark  twice,  logging  a  quick  7.5-mile  race. 
The  middle-sized  boats  sailed  a  6.5-mile  course,  while  the  small  fry  did 
just  5  miles.  All  the  boats  were  safely  tucked  away  behind  CYC'sv  new 

First  day,  second  start:  'Azzura'  (foreground)  hits  the  line  late  (with  the  J/105s) 
after  being  called  over  early. 
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WHITE  HOUSE  ANTICS 
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Corinthian  spirit  (clockwise  from  here):  'Eclipse'  on  her  way  to  a  weekend  first  in 

PHRF I;  'Red  Stripe'  in  the  thick  of  battle;  'Nighthawk'  leads  the  charge  across  Rac¬ 
coon  Strait;  a  trio  of  J/1 05s  at  the  school  of  hard  Knox;  just  chute  me. 


■  ..w 


breakwater  by  3  p.m.,  with  the  overflow 
ending  up  at  the  neighboring  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  YC  docks. 

Two  kegs  of  beer,  courtesy  of  Pineapple 
Sails,  were  quickly  consumed  —  enough 
to  "light  the  party  fuse,"  as  bar  manager 
Andy  Laura  likes  to  put  it.  Then  with  dark¬ 


ness  and  rain  descending,  the  racers 
made  their  way  up  to  the  elegant  Ball¬ 
room  to  receive  their  daily  trophies.  Each 
of  the  last  four  years,  this  series  has  in¬ 
troduced  a  new  award  (team,  top  indi¬ 
vidual  boat,  top  CYC  boat)  and  this  year 
was  no  exception.  Apparently  running  out 


of  better  ideas,  the  Race  Committee  cre¬ 
ated  a  'Most  Average  Racer'  category, 
awarding  nifty -^Latitude  38  T-shirts  to  the 
boat  that  finished  smack  in  the  middle  of 
its  class  in  Saturday's  race.  Quantum 
Sails  is  similarly  donating  hats  for  this 
just-for-fun  cause  at  the  February  week- 


■7 - - - 
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end. 

After  a  hearty  $10  Irish  stew  dinner, 
the  chairs  were  pushed  back  and  the 
crowd  danced  to  the  Caribbean  R&B  of 
the  Cow  Bay  Cruz  Boys.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing,  which  was  drizzly  and  windless,  the 
same  Ballroom  was  used  for  a  completely 


different  experience  —  about  250  sailors 

sat  spellbound  as  Mark  Rudiger  re¬ 
counted  his  experience  aboard  Sayonara 
during  the  recent  Sydney- Hobart  debacle. 
You  could  have  heard  a  pin  drop  as 
Rudiger,  now  an  accomplished  public 
speaker,  described  the  physically  and 


emotionally  draining  experience.  Mark  s 

presentation  was  so  good  (and  the  weather 
so  lousy)  that  the  RC  threw  in  a  shoreside 
postponement  to  keep  the  session  going. 


TPhen,  as  in  a  movie  script,  the  rain 
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JANUARY  RESULTS 
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PHRF  I  (0-72)  —  1)  Eclipse,  Express  37,  Mark 
Dowdy,  3.75  points;  2)  Piper  Jaffray,  1 1  Metre,  Mike 
Ratiani,  8;  3)  (tie)  Ailegre,  11  Metre,  Harris/Glockner, 
and  Raven,  N/M  39,  Mark  Thomas,  10;  5)  Cha 
Ching,  BH-41,  Scooter  Simmons,  11.  (12  boats) 
J/105  —  1)  Irrational  Again,  Jaren  Leet,  2.75 
points;  2)  Walloping  Swede,  Tom  Kassberg,  7;  3) 
Sabertooth,  Mike  Eagan,  7.75;  4)  Limelight,  Harry 
Blake,  8;  5)  Sails  Call,  Ian  Charles,  9.  (12  boats) 
PHRF  II  (73-108)  —  1)  Mischief,  Soverel  33, 
Bill  Moore,  4  points;  2)  Navigator,  Soverel  33,  The 
Melbostads,  4.75;  3)  Petard,  Farr  36,  Keith  Buck,  6; 
4)  China  Cloud,  J/40,  Brite/Wilson,  9.75.  (1 0  boats) 
3Q-FOQTERS  —  1 )  Ixxis,  Olson  91 1  -S,  Ed 
Durbin,  1.5, points;  2)  (tie)  5150,  J/29,  Hans  Bigail, 
and  Preparation  J,  J/30,  Ron  Tostensqn,  7.  (7  boats) 
EXPRESS  27  —  1 )  To  Infinity  &  Beyond,  Fred 
Voss,  1.5  points;  2)  Baffett,  Baffico/Baskett,  4;  3) 
Moonlight,  Jim  Gibbs,  7.  (6  boats) 

PHRF  ill  (109-153)  —  1)  Mintaka,  C&C  36, 
Gerry  Brown,  1 .5  points;  2)  (tie)  Furrari,  Wylie 
Wabbit,  Angle  &  Pete  Rowland,  and  Harp,  Catalina 
38,  Mike  Mannix,  and  Jammin’  Too,  Catalina  ^6, 
Mike  Lamb,  7.  (12  boats) 

MOORE  24  —  1)  Gruntled,  Simon  Winer,  2.75 
points;  2)  Hot  Rod  Lincoln,  Charles  Witcher,  6;  3) 
Mercedes,  Joel  Verutti,  6,75;  4),  Frenzy,  Lon 
Woodrum,  7.  (9  boats) 

OLSON  25  —  1 )  Baleineau,  Charles  Brochard, 
2.75  points;  2)  Barking  Dog,  Jeffrey  Kroeber,  4.75; 
3)  (tie)  Three  Ring  Circus,  Dave  McMurtry,  and 
Hamburger  Haus,  Jens  Jensen,  6.  (7  boats) 


PHRF  IV  (154-180)  —  1)  Sockeye,  J/24, 


Holscher/Etheridge,  1 .5  points;  2)  (tie)  Quickstep 
II,  10D,  Mark  Pearce,  and  Animal  Farm,  Wylie  28, 
Dave  Crowe,  and  Sorcerer,  C&C  Half  Ton,  Greg 
Cody,  6.  (9  boats) 

NON-SPINNAKER  I  (0-1 50)  —  1)  Bacarat, 
Petgrson  34,  Dave  Reed,  1 .5  points;  2)  (tie)  Ozone, 
Olson  34,  Carl  &  Jini  Bauer,  and  Smogen  III,  Custom 
36,  Julie  Le  Vicki,  and  Adagio,  Beneteau  First  405, 
John  Broderick,  7;  5)  Windhover,  Pearson  10-M, 
Lovell/Hosken.  12.  (14  boats) 

PHRF  V  (1 81  -up)  —  1 )  Faraway,  O’Day  27,  Jim 
Mueller,  2.75  points;  2)  Amante,  Rhodes  19,  Kirk 
Smith,  3.75;  3)  Tutto  Benne,  Ranger  23-T,  Mike 
Warren,  5;  4)  Patience,  Ranger  23-T,  John  Baier,  8; 
5)  Sequel,  Catalina  27,  Scott  Hester,  12.  (13  boats) 
KNARR  —  1 )  Whistler,  Bill  Lauhom,  1.5  points; 
2)  (tie)  Huldra,  Jim  Skaar,  and  Gannet,  Bob 
Thalman,  6.  (4  boats) 

NON-SPINNAKER  (151 -up)  —  1 )  Tension  II, 
Cal  20,  John  Nooteboom,  2.75  points;  2)  Roeboat, 
Catalina  30,  Rod  Decker,  6.75;  3)  Morgan,  Cal  20, 
Marcia  Peck,  7;  4)  Santa  Maria,  Santana  22,  Chris 
Giovacchfni,  8.  (11  boats) 

MULTIHULLS  —  1)  Erin  ,  Antrim  30+,  Dan 
Buhler,  2.75  points;  2)  Pegasus,  F-27,  Andrew 
Pitcairn,  3.75.  (5  boats) 

TEAM  TROPHY  —  1)  Team  CYC  (Corinthian 
YC)  —  Sockeye,  Smogen  III,  Tension  II,  5.496  points; 
2)  Future  Has  Beens  (San  Francisco  YC)  — 
Eclipse,  Navigator,  Quickstep  II,  5.041;  3) 
Corinthian  Animals  (Corinthian  YC)  —  Baleineau, 
Raccoon,  Sabertooth,  4.612.  (11  teams) 
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stopped  and  the  wind  picked  up  to  15- 18 
knots  from  the  southwest  —  making 
Blackaller  a  perfect  upwind  mark.  As  the 
first  class  headed  off  into  the  mist  under 
#3  jibs,  the  RC  sent  the  'small'  Whaler 
after  Recidivist,  which  had  violated  the  T 
flag  (one  minute)  rule.  As  Hans  Ander¬ 
son,  the  driver  and  lone  occupant,  turned 
the  boat  and  punched  the  throttle,  he  hit 
a  wave  and  was  catapulted  over  the  side. 
The  Whaler  took  off  without  Hans,  run¬ 
ning  at  about  10  knots  in  a  tight  circle. 

To  the  amazement  of  all,  particularly 
to  Dave  Liggett  and  the  crew  of  his  N/M 
39,  the  Whaler  proceeded  to  miss  one  boat 
and  then  ram  into  Liggett's  JackRabbit. 
Possessed  with  a  mind  of  its  own,  the  rid¬ 
erless  Whaler  strafed  the  port  side  of 
JackRabbit,  ripping  their  #3,  lifting  the 
bow  pulpit  off  the  deck,  and  doing  minor 
damage  to  the  stanchions.  Then,  it  dis¬ 
engaged  itself  and  went  hunting  for  other 
victims,  which  fortunately  were  moving 
out  of  range.  The  'large'  Whaler,  which  had 
meanwhile  recovered  Hans,  managed  to 
pull  up  next  to  its  crazed  little  sister,  and 
a  rider  leapt  aboard  wild  west-style  to 
tame  the  beast.  'That  was  different!"  joked 
Liggett,  who  was  forced  out  of  the  race  by 
the  bizarre  incident,  but  managed  to 
maintain  his  sense  of  humor. 

The  rest  of  Sunday's  race  went  off  with¬ 
out  a  hitch,  as  once  again  three  different 
race  courses  —  9.5,  7.5  and  5  miles  — 
were  orchestrated  to  bring  the  troops 
home  to  the  finish  line  within  a  hplf  hour 
of  each  other.  Boats  dropped  off  crew  and 
scattered  around  the  Bay,  most  making 
it  home  before  the  big  rains  moved  in  that 
evening. 

TT'he  Corinthian  Midwinters  contin¬ 


ues  (and  concludes)  on  February  20-21. 
In  a  shameless  effort  to  attract  a  dozen  or 
so  more  boats  —  and  thus  pass  BYC/ 
MYCO's  Saturday  series  to  claim  the  'big¬ 
gest'  midwinters  mantle  —  the  club  is 
accepting  entries  for  the  second  weekend 
at  the  reduced  entry  fee  of  $25.  'They've 
already  got  us  beat  in  terms  of  'total  wa¬ 
terline  length'  and  'most  crew’,"  conceded 
BYCs  Bobbi  Tosse.  "But  we  still  have 
more  boats,  even  if  they’re  smaller!" 


That  could  change  a  month  from  now 
—  call  the  Club  at  435-477 1  for  details  if 
you're  inclined  to  join  the  fun.  What  hope¬ 
fully  won't  change  is  the  good  racing,  the 
shoreside  ambience,  and  just  sheer  fun 
and  cameraderie  of  spending  another 
weekend  together  at  the  Corinthian  Mid¬ 
winters. 

Top  finishers  of  the  first  weekend  are 
in  the  box  above.  Full  results  can  be  found 
at  www.cyc.org. 


835  China  Basin  St.  •  FOOT  OF  MARIPOSA  ST.  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94107  (415)  626-3275  •  (415)  626-91 72  FAX 

Convenient  Location  5  Minutes  to  Downtown  SF,  Easy  Walk  to  PacBell  Park  sfbw@earthlink.net 


San  Francisco  Boat  Works 


Basin 

Channel 


Mariposa  St. 


Hunter's 

Point 


★  CALL  FOR  WINTER  SPECIALS  ★ 


•  30  &  40  Ton  Travel  Lifts 

•  80  Ton  Dry  Dock  » 

•  2  Acre  Yard 

•  Rigging  •  Woodworking 

•  Metal  Fabrication 

•  Engine  Installation  and 
Outdrive  Repair 

•  Spraypainting 

•  Fiberglass  Repair  •  Blister  Repair 

•  Outboard  Repair 

•  The  Ramp  Restaurant  on  Site 


Craig  Page,  Yard  Manager 


CERTIFIED  TECHNICIAN  FOR  OUTDRIVES  AND  OUTBOARD  SERVICES 
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YACHT  RACING  ASSOCIATION 

Fort  Mason  Center,  San  Francisco,  California  94123 

415-771-9500  Fax  415-771-0144  e-mailinfo@yra.org 

1 999  YRA  ENTRY  FORM 


This  form  must  be  completed  for  any  yacht  which  intends  to  sail  in  any  YRA  qualifying  race  during  1 999. 


*  A  YRA  MEMBERSHIP  IS  REQUIRED  FOR  ENTRY. 
Make  check  payable  to:  Yacht  Racing  Association 


Your  Name 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Phone:  Hm 

/ 

1  Office 

Fax 

Email 

YRA  Member 

□  Yes 

□  No 

US  Sailing  Member 

□  Yes 

□  No 

US  Sailing  Number 

Yacht  Club 

Need  Race  Results  Mailed 

□ 

Yacht  Name _ 

Class/Model  _ Sail# 


YRA  Membership  (Don’t  include  if  already  paid  with  1999  PHRF) 

SUMMER  SERIES 

One  Design  Class  Association  (ODCA)  $145 
Wooden  Boat  Racing  Association  (WBRA)  $1 45 
Handicap  Division  Association  (HDA)  $1 45 

Ocean  Yapht  Racing  Association  (OYRA)  $1 50 

For  OYRA,  Circle  ONE  of  the  following: 

PHRO  MORA  SHS  MULTIHULL  ONE-DESIGN 


$35.00 


($160  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

(USSail.  Mbr.  Included  with  Entry  Fee.) 
($160  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

($160  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 


SINGLE  RACES: 

Vallejo  -  May  1-2,  1999 

$50 

($55  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

Encinal-July  31 -Aug.  1,  1999 

$50 

($55  Non-USSailing  Mbr.  ) 

Any  other  Single  Ocean  Race,  Limit  one  at 

$25 

($30  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

Any  Other  Subsequent  Ocean  Race 

Name  of  race  requested 

$50 

($55  Non-USSailing  Mbr.) 

TOTAL 


RACE  ENTRIES  ARE  DUE  5 PM  MONDAY  PRIOR  TO  THE  RACE 

Entries  will  be  accepted  until  5PM  on  THURSDAY  prior  to  the  race;  ' 
however  A  $35  LATE  FEE  MUST  accompany  anv  application  received  after  MONDAY  at  5PM. 


In  consideration  of  being  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Yacht  Racing  Association  of  San  Francisco  Bay  (YRA),  I  agree  to  abide  by  the  rules 
of  the  United  States  Sailing  Association  and  the  Sailing  Instructions  of  the  YRA  and  the  regatta  sponsors.  I  warrant  that  I  will  maintain 
compliance  with  minimum  equipment  requirements.  I  agree  to  hold  harmless  the  officers,  agents  and  employees  of  the  YRA,  its  member 
Association  in  any  activity  to  which  this  entry  form  applies.  I  further  warrant  that  I  have  not  relied  upon  any  of  the  above  named  entities  or 
individuals  in  preparing  my  yacht  for  racing. 


Signed:  _ Date: 

YRA  OFFICE  USE  ONLY: 

ack _  rating _ _ _  check  # _ _ amt _ race  inst. _ 
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AROUND  ALONE 


is  the  name  of  this  game,  and  as  boats 
arrived  in  Auckland  in  January,  it  was 
plain  the  13  surviving  entries  are  among 
the  'fittest'  since  this  quadrennial  event 
began  as  the  BOC  Challenge  back  in 
1982.  With  two  legs  and  14,000  miles  of 
open  ocean  racing  behind  themv  the  '98- 
'99  fleet  was  at  the  halfway  point  and  tak¬ 
ing  a  well  deserved  rest. 

A  look  at  the  scoreboard  shows  —  sur¬ 
prise,  surprise  —  that  two  French  sailors 
top  the  standings.  But  that’s  only  a  small 
part  of  the  story.  How  Isabelle  Autissier 
(Class  I,  60  footers)  and  J.P.  Mouligne 
(Class  II,  50  fee+  and  below)  got  there  has 
been  a  crapshoot  of  epic  proportions,  even 
for  this  race.  Fate  or  fortune  smiled 
equally  capriciously  on  the  ’place'  and 
'show'  boats  in  each  class.  And  everyone 
had  a  story  to  tell. 

Take  January  1 .  On  the  day  that  most 
of  America  was  glued  to  television  sets 
watching  endless  parades  and  football 
games,  Giovanni  Soldini  sailed  his  60-ft 
FILA  across  the  finish  line  off  Auckland 
(about  4:25  a.m.  January  2  there).  The 
charismatic  Italian's  broad  smile  was  not 
only  in  deference  to  the  throngs  of  cheer¬ 
ing  spectators  out  to  see  him  at  that  hour, 
but  for  his  reversal  of  fortunes  from  Leg 
I,  during  which  he'd  come  in  a  distant 
third.  On  Leg  II,  he  led  most  of  the  way, 


D  arwinism  was  hard  at  work  on  Leg 
II  of  Around  Alone,  the  singlehanded  race 
around  the  world  that  started  in  Charles¬ 
ton  last  September.  Survival  of  the  fittest 


Lots  to  smile  about  —  veteran  singlehander 
Isabelle  Autissier  (above)  may  finally  have  bro¬ 
ken  her  Southern  Ocean  curse.  Around  Alone 
rookie  Brad  Van  Liew  (right)  Is  surprising  every¬ 
one  with  his  strong  showing  in  Class  II. 


too  close.  Team  Group  4  was  doing  15  to 
17  knots  when  its  keel  struck  the  sandy 
bottom  off  Point  Reinga.  The  grounding 
nearly  ripped  the  canting  keel  and  its  sup¬ 
porting  structure  out  of  the  bottom  of  the 
boat.  To  add  to  the  embarassment,  a  press 
helicopter  was  filming  TG4  at  the  time  and 
caught  the  whole  thing  on  video. 

But  it  was  more  than  just  embarassing. 
Golding  —  a  37-year-old  former  British 
firefighter  who  has  completed  two  British 
Steel  Challenges  and  a  singlehanded 
round-the-world-the-wrong-way  record 
voyage  —  called  in  a  Mayday.  With  TG4 
taking  on  water  fast,  he  was  towed  to 
safety  in  small  bay  nearby.  Several  days 
later,  TG4  was  towed  into  Auckland,  ef¬ 
fectively  disqualifying  her  from  the  leg. 

It  was  a  moot  point.  Close  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  boat  revealed  severe  structural 
damage  that  was  not  repairable  in  time 
for  the  February  6  start  of  Leg  III.  Golding, 
who  called  the  incident  "the  stupidest 
thing  I've  ever  done",  regretfully  an¬ 
nounced  his  withdrawal  from  the  race. 

In  roughly  the  same  area,  though  far¬ 
ther  offshore,  third  placer  Marc  Thiercelin 
also  slammed  into  something  that 
brought  his  60-ft  Somewhere  to  an  abrupt 
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and  with  the  win,  cumulatively  trimmed 
his  deficit  to  only  18  hours. 

New  Year's  didn’t  go  quite  so  well  for 


the  next  boat  in  line.  Earlier  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  Leg  I  winner  "Iron  Mike"  Golding  tried 
to  cut  the  northern  corner  of  New  Zealand 
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HALFTIME  REPORT 


halt.  He  didn’t  get  a  good  look,  but  it's 
thought  he  might  have  hit  a  container  that 
was  floating  just  below  the  surface.  The 
collision  whacked  the  boat’s  twin-rudder 
system,  causing  Thiercelin  to  drop  his 
sails  for  a  couple  of  hours  to  make  re¬ 
pairs. 

While  he  was  doing  that,  Isabelle 
Autissier  shot  by  aboard  PRB  in  perhaps 
the  most  incredible  comeback  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  BOC /Around  Alone.  Plagued 
by  mast- track  problems  earlier  in  the  leg, 
the  two-time  BOC  veteran  had  been  nurs¬ 
ing  her  double-reefed  yacht  along  a  more 
northerly  —  and  less  windy  —  course  for 
most  of  the  leg.  She  finally  arranged  to 
meet  a  repair  crew  in  Adventure  Bay,  a 
tiny  inlet  on  the  south  coast  of  Tasma¬ 
nia. 

Repairs  took  the  better  part  of  a  day. 
However,  instead  of  coming  in  a  distant 
last  in  class,  she  emerged  to  ride  a  pow¬ 
erful  front  while  the  frontrunners  were  all 
but  stalled  out  in  light  winds  ahead.  By 
January  1st,  she  had  caught  up  to  within 
only  a  few  miles  of  them.  "Everything 
seems  possible  again,"  she  wrote  as  she 
sailed  by  Thiercelin  and  Golding  into  sec¬ 
ond  place. 


Overall  race  leaders  Autissier  on  'PRB' (left)  and 
J.P.  Mouligne  on  'Cray  Valley'  (above). 

Then  she  hit  a  whale. 

The  collision,  which  occurred  soon  af¬ 
ter  she'd  rounded  the  by-now  infamous 
Cape  Reinga,  also  damaged  her  rudders. 
(All  five  Class  I  boats  and  most  of  the  Class 
IIs  have  twin  rudders.  The  arrangement 
is  effective  at  keeping  a  full  blade  in  the 
water  when  the  boat  is  heeled.  The  weak¬ 
ness  is  that  the  rudders  are  not  'protected' 
by  the  keel  as  in  a  normal  configuration.) 
Isabelle  also  had  to  pull  in  the  reins  and 
stop  to  rig  her  emergency  rudder.  In  the 
interim,  Thiercelin  passed  her  again. 

And  remember,  all  this  happened  in 
just  one  day! 

Thiercelin  maintained  a  slim  lead,  fin¬ 
ishing  in  second  place  on  January  3. 
Autissier  came  in  an  hour  and  10  min¬ 
utes  later  to  claim  third  in  the  leg.  Her 
cumulative  times,  however,  put  her  atop 
the  leaderboard  in  both  class  and  fleet. 

The  Leg  II  start  off  Cape  Town  on 
December  5  was  held  under  moderate 
conditions  and  heavy  foreboding.  Race 
rookies  like  California's  Brad  Van  Liew 


and  Franco-American  J.P.  Mouligne  (he 
lives  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island)  both  ad¬ 
mitted  to  fears  about  their  first  foray  into 


the  Southern  Ocean.  They  weren't  alone, 
whether  anyone  else  admitted  it  or  not, 
the  somber  mood  of  both  veterans  and 
first-timers  spoke  volumes  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  they  were  about  to  join. 

In  every  round-the-world  venue  from 
Around  Alone  to  the  Vendee  Globe  to  the 
Whitbread,  the  Southern  Ocean  legs  are 
historically  the  ones  that  make  you  or 
break  you.  In  the  ’82-'83  BOC,  two  boats 
pitchpoled  down  there,  way  beyond  the 
range  of  search  and  rescue  aircraft.  Both 
skippers  were  rescued  by  fellow  competi¬ 
tors.  In  the  '94-’95  race,  Britain's  Harry 
Mitchell  set  off  his  EPIRB  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Ocean  1 ,500  miles  west  of  Cape  Horn. 
He  was  never  heard  from  again. 

South  of  the  Great  Capes,  the  storms 
that  rake  up  out  of  the  Antarctic  are 
dense,  wet  and  freezing  cold,  and  the 
swells  can  have  a  thousand  unimpeded 
miles  of  energy  behind  them.  Old  tjme 
sailors  gave  special  names  to  those  lati¬ 
tudes:  the  roaring  forties,  furious  fifties 
and  screaming  sixties.  As  anyone  who  has 
sailed  there  can  tell  you,  the  names  still 
fit. 

A  couple  of  competitors  were  so  con¬ 
cerned  about  Leg  II  that  they  remained 
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in  Cape  Town  on  start  day,  preferring  to 
sacrifice  days  in  order  to  insure  their 
boats  were  ready.  Russian  Class  II  sailor 
Fedor  Konioukhov  started  three  days 
later.  Two-time  BOC  veteran  Robin  Davie 
didn't  get  going  until  nearly  two  weeks 
later,  putting  his  entire  race  in  jeopardy. 
If  he  didn't  arrive  in  Auckland  by  noon 
on  January  30  —  and  at  presstime  it 
looked  as  if  he  wouldn't  —  he  will  have 
been  disqualified. 

T-^rue  to  form,  within  a  day  of  the 
start,  the  fleet  was  blasted  by  big  wind  — 
a  husky  40-knot  iiorthWesterly  with  gusts 
to  50.  The  four  Class  I  leaders  took  off, 
ticking  off  one  300-mile  day  after  another. 
Marc  Thiercelin  had  the  top  speed  of  the 
quartet,  reporting  a  brief,  32-knot  charge. 
(He  later  reported  a  race-high  burst  of  38 
knots.)  By  Wednesday,  four  days  out, 
tracking  software  at  race  headquarters 
showed  Autissier,  Soldini,  Golding  and 
Thiercelin  screaming  east,  20  miles  apart 
yet  nearly  abeam  of  each  other  —  with  a 
slight,  30- mile  edge  in  favor  of  the  most 
southerly  boat,  Isabelle's  PRB.  In  another 
few  days,  though,  Soldini  would  take  over 
the  Class  I  lead  and  never  relinquish  it. 

In  Class  II,  all  eyes  were  on  the  small¬ 
est  boat  in  the  fleet,  Viktor  Yazykhov’s  40- 
ft  Winds  of  Change.  The  tough,  crazy  Rus¬ 
sian  who  garnered  world  attention  by 
operating  on  his  own  arm  in  Leg  I  was 
somehow  holding  tenaciously  onto  sec- 


End  of  the  line  —  the  mangled  keel  on  Golding's 
‘Team  Group  4'. 


ond  place  behind  Garside  on  Magellan 
Alpha\  For  a  week  and  a  half,  Yazykhov 
charged  along,  averaging  better  than  1 1 
knots  and  holding  off  Van  Liew  and 
Mouligne.  But  as  the  latter  learned  the 
tricks  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  they  gradu¬ 
ally  crept  up,  finally  sailing  by  Wind  of 
Change  on  December  15.  Yazykhov,  de¬ 
spite  continued  weakness  in  his  right  el¬ 
bow,  soldiered  on  to  take  fourth  in  Class. 

The  weather  was  not  so  kind  to  some 
of  the  smaller  boats.  Both  Minoru  Saito 
of  Japan  and  American  George  Strickler 
returned  to  Cape  Town  to  repair  their 
Class  II  craft.  WTien  Strickler  had  to  re¬ 
turn  a  second  time,  he  threw  in  the  towel, 
whittling  the  combined  fleet  to  14  boats. 
(Golding's  crash  would  later  make  it  13.) 

A  week  later,  all  14  took  a  vote  on  an 
unusual  request:  a  revision  of  the  first  of 
two  mandatory  waypoints.  Race  rules  re¬ 
quired  the  fleet  to  paiss  north  of  Heard 
Island  (53°S,  72°E).  The  normal  strategy 
is  to  pass  over  a  relatively  shallow  shelf 
between  tiny  Heard  and  the  Kerguelen  Is¬ 
land  group,  about  400  miles  to  the  north¬ 
west.  However,  seas  were  already  large  on 
the  shelf —  the  Kerguelen  Plateau,  as  it's 
called  —  and  they  were  building  up  even 
higher  ahead  of  a  very  intense  low  pres¬ 
sure  that  would  arrive  in  the  area  at  the 
same  time  as  the  lead  boats. 

"When  the  resultant  seas  and  swell  hit 
the  plateau,  the  conditions  could  have 
been  very  dangerous,"  noted  AA  Race  Di¬ 
rector  Mark  Schrader. 

Soldini  and  Autissier  conferred  with 
Schrader  and  the  rest  of  the  race  com¬ 
mittee  and  decided  to  establish  an  volun¬ 
tary  waypoint.  If  all  racers  agreed,  the  fleet 
would  sail  north  of  46°S,  70°E  —  north  of 
the  Kerguelens  and  more  than  400  miles 
north  of  the  original  waypoint  —  and  thus 
avoid  the  storm.  Although  the  safety  mea¬ 
sure  put  wrinkles  in  some  carefully  laid 


tactics  (it  caused  several  boats  to  have  to 
sail  right  into  high  pressure  zones),  a  vote 
was  taken  and  the  'measure'  passed.  All 
Class  I  boats  and  the  leaders  in  Class  II 
honored  the  new  'mark'.  The  boats  far¬ 
ther  back  were  allowed  to  pass  the  origi¬ 
nal  Heard  Island  waypoint,  since  the 
weather  would  have  changed  when  they 
got  there. 

T 

X  he  other  waypoint  in  Leg  II  was 
more  of  a  'gate'.  At  some  point  in  then- 
passage  between  105°  and  120°  east  lon¬ 
gitude,  all  boats  had  to  sail  north  of  the 
46th  parallel.  This  rule  was  established 
to  keep  the  fleet  within  reach  of  rescue 
organizations.  All  boats  except  one 
worked  this  jog  into  their  scripts.  The  lone 
dissenter  was  Konioukhov,  who  sailed  his 
Class  II  boat  Modern  University  for  the  Hu¬ 
manities  right  past  120  without  ever  even 
veering  north. 

At  this  writing,  Konioukhov  faces  dis¬ 
qualification  for  the  gaffe.  But  it's  an  odd 
situation.  The  47 -year-old  adventurer  —  • 
he  has  climbed  Mount  Everest  and  skied 
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thrown."  It  happened  to  Van  Liew  on 
Christmas  Day.  He  was  standing  at  the 
engine  controls  when  the  boat  —  and  Brad 
—  became  airborne.  Brad,  who  runs  an 
air  charter  business  back  home  in  South¬ 
ern  California  —  remembers  flying  across 
the  cabin,  then  waking  up  with  his  hair 
matted  in  blood.  His  head  had  struck  a 
valve  in  the  galley  and  rendered  him  mo¬ 
mentarily  unconscious. 

"I  thought  the  helmets  the  race  com¬ 
mittee  supplied  to  us  were  a  joke,"  he 
laughed.  "I  think  I'll  wear  mine  next  time." 

1trr\ 

X  here  is  a  strong  low  pressure  area 
over  Bass  Strait,"  wrote  J.P.  Mouligne  in 
a  December  26  dispatch  to  race  head¬ 
quarters  in  Charleston.  "Being  just  west 
of  it  is  giving  us  a  good  south  to  south¬ 
west  wind.  The  three  60s  in  front  of  me 
are  not  so  lucky  and  are  battling  a  wind 
from  the  northeast  which  is  supposed  to 
develop  to  storm  conditions." 

That  eerie  forecast  portended  a  lot 
more  grief  to  another  racing  fleet  than  it 
visited  onto  the  leading  Around  Alone 
boats.  That's  the  'Southerly  Buster'  that 
landed  right  in  the  middle  of  the  1998 
Sydney  to  Hobart  Race  and  decimated  the 
fleet.  Six  lives  were  lost,  and  almost  that 
many  boats.  (See  story  elsewhere  in  this 
issue  for  more  on  the  Sydney-Hobart.) 

Far  to  the  south,  below  Tasmania,  it 
was  just  another  front  to  be  used  and/or 
endured  by  the  Around  Alone  front-run¬ 
ners.  None  reported  conditions  out  of  the 
ordinary,  at  least  for  the  Southern  Ocean. 

Unusual  conditions  did  play  havoc 
with  competitors  Mike  Garside  and  Brad 
Van  Liew,  who  transited  the  area  two  and 
three  days  later,  respectively.  .  . 

'That  thing  sucked  so  much  energy  out 
of  the  systems  in  the  Tasman  that  it  was 
an  almost  windless  scenario  for  Mike  and 
me,"  noted  Van  Liew.  After  the  wild  and 
woolly  Southern  Ocean,  where  Balance 
Bar  averaged  250  to  280-mile  days,  it  was 
quite  a  shock  to  enter  the  warm,  light-air 
Tasman  and  do  only  80  miles  in  24  hours. 
"I  would  say  that  change  of  gears  was  the 
biggest  mental  challenge  of  the  whole  leg,” 
noted  Van  Liew,-  "All  of  a  sudden,  it  was 
hard  to  keep  the  boat  going.  At  least  I 
cduld  run  around  the  boat  in ‘shorts  in¬ 
stead  of  foulies." 


O nee  the  wind  filled  back  in,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Tasman  was  Van  Liew's  ace  in 
the  hole.  Throughout  the  race,  he  had  lost 
ground  to  'the  Finot  twins’,  as  he  refers 
to  Mouligne's  Cray  Valley  and  Garside’s 
Magellan  Alpha.  Both  are  relatively  new 


Giovanni  Soldini  celebrates  his  flrst-io-finlsh  vic¬ 
tory  in  Auckland.  Inset,  'FILA'  hits  Mach  1. 

to  the  North  Pole,  among  other  things  — 
rarely  communicates  directly  with  the 
race  committee.  Instead,  he  sends  mes¬ 
sages  through  his  son,  Oscar,  who  lives 
in  Moscow. 

According  to  Oscar,  papa  Konioukhov's 
boat  has  been  all  but  out  of  electrical 
power  for  most  of  the  leg.  Neither  the  main 
engine  nor  genset  would  start,  and  with 
25  straight  days  of  overcast  on  Leg  II,  the 
solar  panels  didn't  have  a  chance  to  work. 
With  no  way  to  move  water  ballast,  and 
no  power  for  the  autopilot,  he  was  hand¬ 
steering  dead  downwind  under  twin 
headsails.  Pundits  and  those  writing  'let¬ 
ters  to  the  editor'  on  Quokka  Sports 
Around  Alone  website  ( www.aroundalone . 
com)  have  been  urging  race  officials  to  let 
the  guy  slide.  Race  director  Schrader, 
doubtless  feeling  a  bit  like  a  Republican 
senator  at  the  impeachment  trial,  wasn't 
so  sure.  At  this  point,  it  might  not  mat¬ 
ter.  As  of  presstime,  it  didn’t  look  like 
Konioukhov  was  going  to  make  the  Janu¬ 
ary  30  deadline,  either. 


F or  all  its  infamy,  the  great  South¬ 
ern  Ocean  has  its  beauty,  and  its  logic. 
At  least  according  to  the  race's  youngest 
competitor  and  only  remaining  born-and- 
raised  American  entry,  30-year-old  Brad 
Van  Liew. 

"Once  you  understand  how  the  South¬ 
ern  Ocean  works,  it’s  not  so  hard  to  keep 
the  boat  going.  And  it  does  work  —  bad, 
but  it  works.  Our  weather  forecasting  was 
very  good.  You  get  used  to  the  fact  that 
weather  will  arrive  'on  schedule,'  and  you 
can  use  the  information  to  your  best  ad¬ 
vantage. 

’Things  get  bad  down  there,  but  they 
get  bad  slow.  It’s  not  like,  say,  a  Hawaii 
race  where  you  get  pounded  by  a  squall 
for  five  minutes  and  then  its  gone.  In  the 
Southern  Ocean,  you  pretty  well  know 
what's  going  to  hit  you  well  in  advance. 

'That's  not  to  say  it's  not  tumultuous 
out  there.  It  is,"  added  Van  Liew.  "Some¬ 
times  you  have  a  northwest  swell  collid¬ 
ing  with  a  southwest  swell  and  if  the  boat's 
in  the  wrong  place,  it  gets  picked  up  and 
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CLASS  / 
yacht 

skipper  class  rank 

fleet  rank 

leg  1  \ 

leg  2 

'  1-  :  ■.  :  ,  '  -  -  ■  ■  ■ 

cumulative  time 

PRB 

Isabelle  Autissier  (FR) 

1 

1 

34d,21h,35m,51s 

28d,21h,53m,00s 

63d, 19h, 28m, 51s 

Somewhere* 

Marc  Thiercelin  (FR) 

2 

2 

»  35d,04h,45m,14s 

' 

' :•  ,3/ 

FllA 

3 

3 

37d,14h,14m,42s 

)Z 

■  ■  .  '  ■ 

Josh  Hall  (UK) 

4 

4 

36d,20h,43m,49s 

33d,  00H,  13m,  31s 

Modem  Univ  Hum 

Fedor  Konioukhov  (RUS) 

5 

14 

62d,07h,20m,14$ 

not  finished  at  presstime  N/A 

Team  Group  4 

Michael  Golding  (UK) 

N/A 

N/A 

34d,18h,54m,44s 

retired 

N/A 

l  CLASS  II 

’ 

Cray  Valley 

Jean-Pierre  Mouligne  (FR) 

1 

6 

. 

40d,12h,56m,44s 

29d,09h,49m,37s 

69d,22h,46m,21s 

Magellan  Alpha 

Michael  Garside  (UK) 

2 

7 

41d,11h,01m,21s 

35d,16h,49m,56s 

77d,03h,51m/17s 

Balance  Bar 

Brad  Van  Liew  (USA) 

3  ■ 

8 

41d,12h,28m,27s 

35d,16h,52m,17s 

77d,05h,20m,44s 

Wind  of  Change* 

Viktor  Yazykov  (RUS) 

4 

9 

62d,p4h,07m,25s 

" 

No  Barriers 

Neal  Peterson  (SA) 

5 

10 

5Td,21h,13m,40s 

not  finished  at  presstime  N/A 

Shuten-Dohji  II 

Minoru  Saito  (jPN) 

6 

11 

55d,09h,50m,22$ 

not  finished  at  presstime  N/A 

•:  Paladin  II 

Neil  Hunter  (AUS) 

7 

12 

61d,01h,29m,51s 

not  finished  at  presstime  N/A 

South  Carolina* 

Robin  Davie  (USA) 

8 

13 

70d,06h,26m,Q9s 

not  finished  at  presstime  N/A 

Rapscallion  III 

George  Strieker  (USA) 

N/A 

N/A 

49d,06h,26m,09s 

retired 

N/A 

indicates  boats  which  incurred  time  penalties  for  arriving  late  in  Charleston  before  the  start.  These  penalties  have  been  added  to  Leg  1  times. 


off- the- wind  skimming  dishes,, while  Bal¬ 
ance  Bar  is  an  older,  narrower  design 
(Alan  Nebauer's  ex-Newcastle  Australia 
from  the  '94-'95  bout.)  But  with  some 
wind  ahead  of  the  beam  for  a  change,  Van 
Liew  started  catching  up  with  the  Class 
II  leaders,  setting  the  stage  for  one  of  the 
most  dramatic  finishes  in  BOC /Around 
Alone  history.  Yes,  even  more  dramatic 
than  Isabelle's! 

Mouligne  was  uncatchable.  He  had 
established  such  a  huge  lead  that  he  fin¬ 
ished  12  hours  behind  Isabelle,  infourth 
overall  —  four  days  ahead  of  the  next 
Class  I  competitor,  Josh  Hall  on  the  grem¬ 
lin-plagued  60-footer  Gartmore  Investment 
Management. 

But  Mike  Garside,  almost  a  week  be¬ 
hind  Mouligne,  was  definitely  at  the  nail- 
biting  stage.  The  57-year-old  ex-British 
special  forces  officer,  sailing  Alphie',  as 
she's  known  in  the  fleet,  knew  that  Bal¬ 
ance  Bar  was  the  better  boat  upwind  and 
in  light  air.  He  also  knew  that's  exacly 
what  Van  Liew  was  getting.  His  goal  had 
been  to  get  Alphie  at  least  500  miles  ahead 
of  Balance  Bar  by  the  time  they  reached 
the  Tasman.  He  almost  made  it. 

"My  strategy  was  to  tiy  to  preserve  my 
boat  in  the  Southern  Ocean  and  then  set 
up  a  scenario  in  which  I  could  catch  J.P. 
or  Mike  in  the  Tasman,"  recalled  Van  Liew. 
"Alphie  was  470  miles  ahead  when  the  op¬ 
portunity  came.  I  worked  very  hard  to  nip 
his  lead.  As  I  caught  up,  he  was  forced  to 
come  into  my  area  and  cover  my  play...  " 
(Skippers  know  where  all  their  competi¬ 


tors  are  through  the  ComSat  positioning 
system,  which  updates  each  boat's  posi¬ 
tion  four  times  a  day.) 

As  the  two  boats  approached  the  tip  of 
New  Zealand,  they  caught  sight  of  each 
other.  "We  were  sailing  in  very  light  air,  " 
recalls  Van  Liew,  "connecting  these  tiny 
zephyrs  of  wind  into  some  sort  of  forward 
progress."  Neither  skipper  had  slept  nor 
eaten  much  for  more  than  a  day  —  a  sce¬ 
nario  that  woudn't  change  much  for  the 
next  36  hours. 

The  first  night  —  if  you  can  call  the 
four  hours  of  darkness  in  those  latitudes 
'night1  —  found  the  two  boats  in  a  tack¬ 
ing  duel.  But  soon  after  rounding  Cape 
Reinga,  they  got  some  breeze  and  took  off 
down  the  coast  for  the  200-mile  sprint  to 
the  finish.  Never  more  than  a  mile  apart, 
they  were  sometimes  within  100  yards  of 
each  other.  Sometimes,  they  were  within 
100  feet. 

"I  was  an  extremely  fun  day,  absolutely 
awesome  conditions,"  said  Van  Liew.  "We 
were  on  a  tight  reach,  had  30  knots  across 
the  deck,  doing  15  knots  with  both  boats 
completely  overpowered.  We  were  both 
driving,  both  completely  intent  on  keep¬ 
ing  the  boats  under  control,  but  on  the 
edge.  It's  the  best  racing  I  ever  remember 
doing." 

About  15  miles  from  the  finish,  as  they 
began  threading  through  a  group  of  small 
islands,  Balance  Bar  slid  by  Alphie.  Van 
Liew  held  onto  his  tenuous  lead  until  5 
miles  before  the  finish,  when  the  wind 
swung  a  bit  aft  and  Alphie  cracked  off  and 


surged  ahead.  As  Garside  pulled  along¬ 
side  in  the  final  stretch,  the  two  boats 
were  30  feet  apart  —  after-  7,000  miles  of 
racing!  Close  enough  that  the  two  sailors 
were  exchanging  friendly  banter. 

"I  told  him  we  were  so  close  maybe  we 
should  have  fenders  out,"  says  Brad. 
Garside  replied,  "Maybe  we  should  just 
tie  this  thing  up  and  go  through  the  line 
together!"  In  the  end,  Alphie  finished  2 
minutes  and  21  seconds  ahead  of  Balance 
Bar.  In  the  overall  standings,  after  14,000 
miles  of  racing,  Cray  Valley  leads  Class  II 
by  four  days.  Magellan  Alpha  holds  onto 
second,  but  not  by  much.  The  combined 
times  of  Legs  I  and  II  show  Balance  Bar 
in  third  by  exactly  1  minute  and  29  sec¬ 
onds.  If  that's  not  great  racing,  we  don't 
know  what  is! 

They  are  laughing  now.  Telling  their 
stories.  Spending  time  with  their  families 
and  working  with  their  support  crews  on 
their  boats.  But  soon  after  this  issue  hits 
the  streets,  the  mood  will  once  again  be 
somber.  Leg  III,  which  starts  February  6, 
will  take  the  fleet  from  Auckland  to  Punta 
del  Este,  Uruguay,  6,000  miles  away.  And 
this  time,  the  route  includes  the  South¬ 
ern  Ocean  and  Cape  Horn. 

"I  think  in  the  next  leg  we'll  go  a  lot 
farther  south,"  noted  J.P.  Mouligne.  "It's 
a  very  impressive  area.  It  blows  all  the 
time.  The  seas  are  very  big.  I  think  it  is 
going  to  be  a  very  tough  leg." 

—  latitude  /jr 
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25  years  of  providing  the  ultimate  in 
self-steering  for  the  serious  sailor 


NEW 

Sailomat  601 
Technology 
now  available 


•  Superior  performance  and  strength 

•  Off-center  mounting  is  possible 

•  Clean,  modern,  low  profile  appearance 

•  Instant  removal  for  easy  storage 

•  Emergency  rudder  conversion 

•  7  model  sizes  available 


Loan  Video 
Available 


For  further  information: 
phone  (510)869-4410 
e-mail:  sailomat@sirius.com 
website:  www.sirius.com/-sailomat 
Greg  Davids,  Sailomat  factory  rep. 


Ss-ot%s 


Sign  up 
this  month 
and  your  second  month 
rental  is  FREE* 


Slips  to  55'  for  Power  and  Sail  •  Dry  Boat  Storage  Yard 
Full  Service  Fuel  Dock  •  Ice,  Food,  Cold  Drinks 
Bait  and  Tackle  Shop  •  Boat  Sales  and  Service 
Free  Overnight  Guest  Slips* 


•  Discounts  for  All  New  Tenants  • 

Open  seven  days  per  week 

•  Yacht  Clubs  Welcome  • 

*Please  Call  for  Rates 
and  Information 

778-8055 

270  Sears  Point  Road, 

Petaluma,  CA 


/ 


ULTRA  SMALL  CABIN 
AND  WATER  HEATER 

NEW  HEATER  ' 

BREAKTHROUGH 

Be  comfortable  all  year 
round  with  a  quiet, 
reliable  Webasto  hot 
water  heating  system. 

Can  be  linked  to  pre-heat 
an  engine  and  provide  all 
the  hot  water  you'll  need 
in  the  galley  or  for 
showers. 

CERAMIC  IGNITION  SYSTEM 


Webasto 


•  Heat  output ....  17,200  btu/hr  (5kw) 


•  Fuel  Consumption . 18  gal/hr 

•  Power  Consumption . 32  w 

•Weight . 6.4  lbs. 


CA}-!; 
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|  SWEDISH  MARINE 

320  W.  CUTTING  BLVD.,  RICHMOND,  CA  94804  (510)  234-9566 
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when  it’s  done 
properly,  it's  so 
smooth  and  quiet, 
and  demonstrates 
that  the  skipper  and 
crew  have  become  one 
with  the  boat. 

It's  best  to  sail  off 
the  hook  with  smadler 
boats,  because  if  you 
make  a  mistake,  you 
can  fend  off  other 
boats  without  causing 
too  much  damage.  We 
know,  because  about 
20  years  ago  we  sailed 
off  the  hook  with  our 
41 -foot  Bounty  II 
Flying  Scud,  made  the 
mistake  of  setting  the 
jib  instead  of  the  main 
and  —  unable  to  come 
up  into  the  wind  — 
crushed  the  taffrail  of 


A  St.  Barths  on 
January  2,  we  sailed 
off  tke  hook  once 
again,  this  time 
aboard  the  212-foot, 
291 -gross  ton,  three- 
masted  schooner  Adix 
which,  to  our  knowl¬ 
edge,  is  world's  largest 
—  and  perhaps  most 
elegant  —  private 
sailing  yacht.  Thank¬ 
fully  we  weren't  in 
command,  that 
position  being  held  by 
the  supremely  more 
competent  Tasmania 
native,  Paul  Goss. 
Having  been  with  the 
magnificent  yacht  for 
more  than  a  decade, 
Goss  seems  to  be 
completely  in  tune 
with  her.  But  rather 


Is  there  a  more 
stylish  move  in 
yachting  than  sailing 
off  the  hook?  We  don't 
think  so,  because 


an  anchored  boat  and 
N  put  a  big  dent  in  our 
checkbook. 


than  being  at  the 
wheel  as  you  might 
expect,  Goss  walked 
_  around  over¬ 


looking  the 
work  of  the  16 
crew.  One  of  the 
day  guests  was 
at  the  helm. 


V^)etting  the 
sails  on  a  boat 
like  Adix  is  not 
child's  play. 

For  one  thing, 
there's  eight  of 
them  in  the 
'working  set’, 
and  they’re  not 
made  of  the 
light  fabrics 
used  for  J/24s. 
Secondly,  the 
boat  carries  a 
mind-boggling ' 
5,600  square 
feet  of  sail.  So 
even  with  the 
help  of  power 
winches,  it’s 
hard  work. 

Jobs  that  are 
easy  on  normal-size 
boats  —  such  as 
removing  the  sail  ties, 
tailing,  and  flaking 
the  halyards  —  are 
major  tasks  on  Adix. 
Indeed,  it  took  only  a 
minute  or  so  in  the 
tropical  heat  before 
most  of  the  hard¬ 
working  crew  were 
drenched  in  sweat. 

Unlike  some  of  the 
modern  mega  sailing 


yachts  that  go  for  the 
ultra  sleek  look,  Adix 
is  totally  traditional. 
As  such,  there  was  a 
dilemma  with  the 
lines;  how  to  get  high 
strength  with  a 
traditional  look? 
Money  can  solve  some 
problems.  In  this 
case,  the  solution 
turned  out  to  be 
Spectra,  for  incredible 
strength,  combined 
with  polyester  for  the 
traditional  look  of 
three-strand. 

It  takes  more 


than  muscle  to  bring 
Adix  to  life.  Because 
it’s  something  like 
1 50  feet  from  the 
helm  to  the  bow,  and 
because  there  are  a 
blizzard  of  lines  and 
stays,  sailing  the 

7 -  schooner  requires 

teamwork.  With 
so  many  complex 
and  potentially 
hazardous  jobs  to 
be  done,  the 
schooner  is  no 
place  for  lazy  or 
inattentive  crew. 
It  turns  out  that 
flogging  isn't 
necessary, 
however,  as 
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out  over  the  wide 
open  spaces  of  the 
back  of  the  boat,  an 
area  surprisingly 
unprotected  by 
lifelines. 

Interestingly 
enough,  when  the 
giant  schooner  heels 
on  a  reach,  she's 
neither  the  easiest  or 
safest  boat  to  move 
around  on  —  because 
she  has  such  huge 
open  spaces.  If  one 
were  to  be  jolted  free 
from  the  starboard 
midship  rail,  for 
example,  it  would  be 
possible  to  slide  29 
feet  down  between  the 
deckhouses  to  the 
port  rail,  gaining 
momentum  all  the 
way.  Granted,  it 
would  be  a  smooth 
slide,  what  with  the 
beautifully  laid  decks 
that  were  installed  at 
Stone  Boat  Yard  in 
Alameda  a  few  years 
ago. 

Adix  has  a  tremen- 


;veryone  takes  great 
Dride  in  being  a  part 
)f  a  magnificent 
vorking  yacht.  As 
leckhand  Jonathan 
ieasman  puts  it. 


"Adix  is  such  an 
awesome  boat  that  no 
matter  how  many 
times  we  sail  her,  we 
still  all  get  a  buzz." 


W ithin  minutes 
of  reaching  west  out 
of  Gustavia,  Adix  was 
easily  loping  across 
the  blue  Caribbean  at 


about  12 
knots  in 
about  15 
knots  of  true 
wind.  It  was 
an  easy  12 
knots,  with 
little  strain 
on  the  rig  or 
sails. 

Although  * 

Adix  has  an 
easy  motion, 
a  few  of  the 
40  or  so 
folks  lucky 
enough  to  be 
invited  along 
still  began  to 
feel  a  little  queasy. 
They  tended  to  spread 


dously  long  bowsprit, 
with  a  net  on  each 
side.  Before  long,  the 
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was  built  at 
Astilleros  de 
Mallorca  in 
Palma,  Spain, 
to  a  design  by 
South  African 
Arthur  Holgate. 
The  yacht  was  ' 
inspired  by  the 
famous  three- 
masted  185-foot 
schooner 
Atlantic,  whose 


best  known  for 
funding  Australia's 
victory  in  the  '83 
America's  Cup  and 
temporarily  becoming 
fabulously  wealthy  by 
surfing  the  inflation 
wave  of  the  '70s. 
When  Bond  owned 
the  schooner  she  was 
named  XXXX ,  all  the 
better  to  help  flog  a 
popular  brand  of 
Aussie  beer. 

Adix's  current 
owner,  "a  wealthy 
European  business¬ 
man",  bought  the 
schooner  in  1990,  at 
which  time  Goss 
supervised  what 
ended  up  being  nine 
month's  worth  of 
modifications  at  the 
Pendennis  Yard  in 
Falmouth,  England^ 
Little  things,  mind 
you:  Strip  out  the 
interior  for  completely 
new  owner  s  quarters, 
galley  and  crew 
quarters.  Redo  the 
electrical  system. 
Extend  the  transom 
by  18  feet  and  replace 
the  full  keel  with  a  fin 
keel  and  skeg  rudder. 
In  addition,  the 
original  square  topsail 
rig  with  stepped 
foremasts  was 
replaced  with  more 
efficient  marconi-type 
masts,  although  the 


net  was  sprinkled 
with  10  or  so  of  the 
young  sailing  rascals 
of  St.  Barths.  It's  not  ' 
that  it  was  crowded  or 
anything,  as  there 


12-day  crossing  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  in 
1905  under  the 
command  of  the 


was  plenty  of  room  for 
30  —  plus  the 
occasional  spray. 

(Christened  as 
Jessica  for  a  wealthy 
Argentinian  in  1984, 
the  schooner 


legendary  Charlie 
Barr  would  remain  a 
record  for  more  than 
75  years.  The  yacht's 
second  owner  was 
Alan  —  'If  it's  for  sale. 
I'll  buy  it’  —  Bond, 


traditional-looking 
gaff  sails  were  kept. 
Thanks  to  an  internal 
carbon  fiber  sleeve, 
the  mizzen 
boom  was 
lengthened  to 
82  feet.  The 
modifications 
almost  cer¬ 
tainly  cost 
more  than  the 
boat  itself. 

Nonethe¬ 
less,  it's 
universally 
agreed  that  the 
resulting  yacht 
is  aesthetically 
more  pleasing, 
easier  to 
handle,  and 
quicker  — 
particularly  in 
light  winds. 


Since  the  rebuild  was 
finished  in  '90,  Adix 
has  been  sailing  all 
over  the  world. 
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A  lot  of  you  are 
probably  wondering 
how  a  commoner 
such  as  the  Wanderer 
managed  to  luck  into 
getting  the  nautical 
equivalent  of  a  ride  on 
a  private  747.  Loca¬ 
tion  played  a  big  part. 
If  you're  not  where  the 
big  boats  are,  you 
can't  possible  get  a 
ride  on  them.  Tiny  St. 
Barths  at  New  Years 
is  the  big  boat  place, 
and  most  of  the  crews 
hang  out  at  what 
might  be  called  the 
intersection'  of 
Endeavour,  the  J 
•Class  yacht,  and 
Ticonderoga,  the 
classic  Herreqhoff  72- 
foot  ketch,  on  Quai 
Charles  deGaulle. 

You  also  have  to 
stand  out  in  a  crowd. 
To  that  end,  the 
Wanderer  dragged 
around  a  plastic  bag 
filled  with  about  15 
pounds  of  firecrack¬ 
ers,  rockets  and 


including  to  a  trip  to 
Antarctica.  In  '97  she 
finished  her  circum¬ 
navigation  by  taking 
second  place  to  the 
slightly  smaller 
schooner  Adela  in 
the  Atlantic  Chal¬ 
lenge  Cup  from  New 
York  to  England. 
Adix's  owner  —  like 
many  of  the  others 
who  entered  their 
mega  yachts  in  what 
turned  out  to  be  a 
rough  race  —  has 
decided  that  it’s  not 
very  smart  to  use 
one's  primary  yacht 
>for  competition.  So 
he  —  and  several  of 
the  others  —  are 
having  modern 
classics  in  the  100- 
foot  range  built  for 
racing. 

7  After  continuing 
through  the  Carib¬ 
bean  to  South 
America,  Adix  will 
return  to  the  Med  for 
the  summer  season. 
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assorted  other  New 
Year's  amusements. 
These  items  seem  to 
be  irresistible  to  two 
groups  of  humans:  8 
to  12-year-old  boys, 
and  skippers  of  large 
sailing  yachts.  It 
didn't  hurt  that 
Jonathan  Heasman, 
who  had  been  the  last 
deckhand  on  Big  O 
before  she  was  sold, 
had  become  an 
deckhand  on  Adix. 

Which  raises  an 
even  more  important 
question,  which  is 
whether  it's  possible 
for  a  young  man  or 
woman  to  snag  a  job 
on  a  large  yacht.  The 
truth  is  that  it's  really 
not  that  difficult  to  get 
such  a  position. 
Heasman's  first 
sailing  experience,  for 
example,  had  been  on 
Big  O  just  two  years 


before.  Networking 
from  there,  he  quickly 
moved  up. 

The  keys  to 
success  are  the  same 


in  just  about 
anything:  1) 
Being  willing  to 
start  at  the 
bottom.  2)  Do  a 
better  job  and 
be  more 
responsible 
than  those 
around  you.  3) 
Be  able  to  get 
along  with 
others.  And  4) 

Be  willing  to  do 
the  hard 
passages.  For 
those  with  a 
professional  v 
attitude, 
upward  mobility 
can  often  be 
surprisingly 
swift  —  particularly  in 
these  days  when  mega 
yachts  can't  be  built 
fast  enough.  The 
place  to  'get  into  the 
loop'  is  Antigua  in  \ 


mid-April,  which  is 
the  end  of  the  season 
and  when  everyone  is 
looking  for  crew  to  the 
Med.' 

du  know  what 
it  s  like  to  feel  like  a 
celebrity?  We  now 
have  an  inkling.  When 
Adix  sailed  back  to 
Gustavia,  all  eyes 
were  on  her  —  and 
those  of  us  standing 
on  deck.  Even  the 
folks  on  the 
$250, 000/week 
motoryachts  stood  up, 
jaws  hanging  slack, 
as  they  reached  for 
their  cameras. 

And  as  it  turns 
out,  there's  something 
more  stylish  than 
sailing  off  the  hook: 

It's  short-tacking  a 


212-foot  schooner 
through  the  anchor¬ 
age  at  Gustavia  — 
sometimes  shaving 
anchored  boats  as 
close  as  15  feet  — 
before  slowing  to  a 
halt  in  a  'cul  de  sac'  of 
anchored  boats  and 
calmly  dropping  the 
hook.  Not  only  was 
the  engine  not  used,  it 
hadn't  even  been 
turned  on.  There  were 
some  mighty  experi¬ 
enced  sailors  among 
the  guests  on  Adix 
that  day,  and  they 
were  of  one  mind:  Well 
done! 

Before  anyone 
becomes  too  green 
with  envy,  we  must 
share  a  terrible  secret 
with  you.  As  great  as 
the  sail  on  Adix  was, 
we  actually  prefer 
sailing  smaller  boats! 

 —  latitude  38 


We’re  Back 
To  Protect  You. 


It’s  the  law:  Now  you  can  get 
California’s  Number  One  solvent- 
based  antifouling  paint  again! 

Loaded  with  up  to  65%  cuprous 
oxide,  this  premium  quality  non¬ 
vinyl  bottom  paint  is  highly 
effective  against  barnacles,  algae 


The  Protector"  TF 

Hard  Type  Antifouling  Pa«» 


and  other  damaging  salt  and  fresh 
water  organisms.  Applies  easily 
and  dries  quickly  to  a  hard, 
smooth,  durable  finish.  Excellent 
for  high-speed  boats  as  well  as 
slower  craft.  It  all  adds  up  to  the 
best  protection  available  today. 


WfootoeyZ'SPAR 

Bringing  out  the  hest  in  gour  boat  since  1853. 

RPm  company  Brand  of  Kop-Coat  Marine  Group,  36  Pine  Street,  Rockaway,  NJ  07866  •  1-800-221-4466  •  www.kop-coat.com 
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Completely  safe,  no  open 
name  operation 

© 

Closed  combustion  design 
vents  gases  and  water  vapor 
outside  leaving  a  fresh  and 
dry  cabin 

© 

Soot  free  reliabledesign  for 
minimum  maintenance 


Runs  on  safe  diesel  fuel 
from  your  main  tank 

© 

Optional  blower  lid 
converts  stove  into  a 
forced  air  cabin  heater 

© 

Heat  Output  from 
2,000  to  6,000  BTU 


Very  low  current 
consumption-0.1  amp 


© 


Quick  and  easy 
installation 


© 

Features  fast  cooking 
and  easy  clean 
cooktop  surface 


.  Yiaruie 

206-285-3675 

FAX  285-9532 

21 44-D  Westlake  Ave.  N. 

EQUIPMENT,  INC. 

Seattle,  WA  98109 

PUERTO  VALLARTA,  MEXICO 

PARADISE  VILLAGE 


BEACH  RESORT,  SPA  AND  MARINA 

On  your  next  voyage  to  the  Mexican  Riviera, 
enjoy  world-class  berthing  facilities  at  the  new 
and  spectacular  Paradise  Village  Resort  located  in 
Nuevo  Vallarta,  only  minutes  from  Puerto  Vallarta. 

•  Slips  from  40'  to  120' 

•  Daily  or  monthly  rentals 

•  Deluxe  services  of  a  5-star  hotel 

•  Mexico's  finest  European  health  spa 

•  1 2  acres  of  lush  grounds  •  3  pools 

•  4  restaurants  •  Night  club  •  Shopping  center 

•  Watersports  •  Tennis  •  Golf  •  More! 

•  Luxury  villas,  condos,  suites  and  hotel 

•  Coming  soon!  Grand  opening!  98  more  slips 

•  Private  location  with  spectacular  beach 

ONE  OF  A  KIND  BERTHING  FACILITIES 
WITH  PERSONALIZED  GUEST  SERVICES 

US/CANADA  (800)  995-5714  MEXICO  Tel  &  Fax 
Fax  (714)  837-7943  (322)  66-728 

www.paradisevillage.com  •email:  marina@paradisevillage.com 
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We  believe  the  only 
way  you  get  to  be  the 
oldest  boat  yard  on  the 
West  Coast  is  to  be  the 
best.  Year  after  year 
after  year. 

If  your  boat  has  a  real  problem  no 
one  else  has  been  able  to  fix,  come 
see  us. 

If  you've  got  a  big  boat,  come  see 
us,  and  our  new  680  ton  marine 
railway. 

If  you've  got  a  classic,  come  see  us. 
We've  got  all  the  fine  old  tools  and 
the  people  who  still  really  know 
how  to  use  them  -  and  we've  got 
all  the  newest  stuff,  too,  and  we 
know  how  and  when  to  use  it  and 
when  not  to  use  it. 

■  / 

And  especially  come  see  us  if 
you've  just  got  a  boat  you  love 
dearly,  any  kind  of  boat,  and  want 
to  take  her  where  she'll  get  the 
treatment  she  deserves. 


2517  Blanding  Ave. 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
(510)  523-3030 


STONE 


BOAT  YARD 


EST.  1853 
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./Vfter  a  25-day  crossing  from 
Acapulco  punctuated  by  a  long  stint  in 
the  doldrums,  and  brief  stops  in  both  the 
Marquesas  and  the  Tuamotus,  we  arrived 
at  Papeete,  the  capital  of  Tahiti,  on  May 
3 1 .  And  after  so  much  time  at  sea,  it  was 
good  to  be  in  a  city  again.  In  fact,  we're 
not  ashamed  to  say  we  headed  off  directly 


no  clear-cut  logging,  not  a  man-made, 
mark  on  it  —  simply  beautiful. 

By  the  time  we’d  been  in  Papeete  two 
weeks,  we  decided  we  could  live  there 
quite  easily.  We  tied  up  our  Serendipity 

43,  Wings,  to 
the  quay  on 
the  main 
street,  Bou- 
1  e  v  a  r  d 
P  o  m  a  r  e  , 
right  in  the 
main  harbor 
of  Papeete. 
It's  a  busy 
place  with 
four  lanes  of 
traffic  whiz¬ 
zing  by  only 
100  feet  from 
our  stern. 
The  street 
was  full  of 
mostly 
French  and 


Japanese  cars  and  motorcycles,  as  well 
as  trucks  and  occasionally  an  ambulance 
sounding  that  distinctive  European 
claxon-type  of  siren  that  reminds  you  that 
'This  isn’t  Kansas  any  more,  Toto." 

On  the  up  side,  though,  we  didn’t  even 
need  to  take  a  bus  very  often,  since  ev¬ 
erything  was  within  walking  distance. 
There  are  many  tourist  shops,  electronic 
stores,  restaurants,  discos  and  eveiy 
marine-oriented  business  you  can  imag¬ 
ine  in  Papeete.  Down  the  street  from  the 
quay  there  is  a  big  supermarket  which 
has  a  wide  range  of  food  products,  al¬ 
though  prices  are  high. 

Off  our  bow,  we  saw  a  constant  pa¬ 
rade  of  ships  and  ferries  as  well  as  big 
French  sailing  catamarans  taking  tour¬ 
ists  out  on  charter  trips.  And,  of  course, 
big  Polynesian  racing  canoes  occasionally 
paddled  by.  This  seems  to  be  one  of  the 
national  sports  in  Tahiti.  Down  at  the  end 
of  the  quay  there  is  a  beach  about  1  kilo¬ 
meter  long  that  is  virtually  covered  with 
6,  8,  and  16- person  canoes,  all  stacked 
upside  down  on  big  racks.  They  are  built 
of  modern,  high  tech  materials  (fiberglass 
and  epoxy  or  epoxy-saturated  wood),  and, 
of  course,  are  painted  all  sorts  of  bright 
colors.  On  race  days,  the  beach  is  loaded 
with  competitors,  spectators,  and  the 
4x4s  they  arrived  in.  Families  bring  beach 
blankets,  boom  boxes  and  picnic  lunches, 
and  chat  happily  while  the  racers  wait 
nervously  for  their  starts.  Afterwards  they 
recap  the  race  with  lots  of  descriptive 
hand  motions  —  not  unlike  our  yacht  club 


Tying  up  to  Papeete's  quay,  beside  Boulevard 
Pomare,  isn't  the  quietest  berthing  situation,  but 
it  gives  you  a  front  row  seat  on  the  action. 


to  McDonald's. 

While  many  visitors  to  the  Society  Is¬ 
lands  choose  to  bypass  Papeete  and  head 
directly  out  to  the  less-developed  Leeward 
Islands  —  Bora  Bora,  Raiatea  and 
Huahine  —  we  found  there  is  a  lot  to  like 
about  this  famous  port  town.  We’ll  share 
some  of  our  insights  here,  along  with  tips 
on  making  a  successful  crossing. 

One  of  our  favorite  things  about  being 
moored  in  town  was  the  view  of  Mount 
Orohena  which  we  could  see  from  our 
cockpit.  Against  a  deep  blue  background 


Don't  want  to  spend  a  bundle  on  a  meat?  Gen¬ 
erations  of  cruisers  have  learned  that  'Les  Trucks' 
offer  many  bargains. 
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of  tropical  sky,  it  was  the  most  intense 
green,  shaded  by  the  rugged  contours  and 
by  the  almost  constant  clouds  which 
shroud  it.  There  are  no  houses  up  there, 


back  home.  As  a  souvenir,  we  bought  a 
racing  paddle  from  a  surf  shop  in  town. 
It's  light,  big,  and  nicely  made,  but  obvi¬ 
ously  meant  for  business. 

We  felt  lucky  to  get  a  spot  when  we  ar¬ 
rived.  Within  a  day  or  two  the  quay  was 
full  and  the  next  batch  of  arrivals  had  to 
anchor  off  the  beach  near  the  canoe  land¬ 
ing  or  around  the  island  at  Maeva  Beach. 
But  for  us,  it  was  perfect.  We  had  nice 
neighbors  from  Norway  and  Australia, 
220-volt  power  (which  we  easily  converted 
after  buying  a  transformer),  excellent 
fresh  water,  and  we  could  step  ashore 
right  into  the  middle  of  the  city  whenever 
we  wanted.  The  harbor  was  very  calm 
except  for  the  ferry  boat  wakes  which  re¬ 
ally  didn’t  bother  us.  Across  the  Sea  of 
the  Moon  we  could  see  the  peaks  of 
Moorea,  the  next  island  in  the  Societies. 


We  got  up  early  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  to  go  to  the  big  public  market  a  few 
blocks  away  for  fresh  produce  and  meat. 
Sunday  is  the  biggest  market  day.  The  se¬ 
lection  is  terrific  and  everything  looks  so 
fresh  and  wonderful.  We  picked  up  most 
of  our  groceries  for  the  week  —  including 
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fresh  croissants  —  and  walked  back  to 
Wings  for  fresh  coffee  and  breakfast. 

One  day  we  rented  a  car  with  another 
couple  and  drove  all  around  Tahiti.  One 
highlight  was  a  stop  at  the  Museum  of 
Paul  Gauguin.  Only  a  few  of  his  paint¬ 
ings  are  displayed,  as  almost  all  were  ex¬ 
ported  to  Europe,  Japan,  or  the  United 
States  long  ago,  but  there  is  an  extensive 
account  of  his  life  and  work.  We  got  a  kick 
out  of  Gauguin’s  complaint  way  back  in 
1893  that  "Papeete  is  ruined,  they  even 
have  electricity  in  the  city."  These  days, 
over  100  years  of  development  later,  it's 
much  like  a  town  in  France  or  the  U.S. 
We  also  visited  the  Botanical  Gardens 
where  the  highlight  was  vieVing  two 
Galapagos  tortoises,  about  the  size  of  me¬ 
dium  size  boulders,  which  were  brought 
here  in  1930  —  68  years  ago. 

It  occurred  to  us  that  some  aspects  of 
life  in  Papeete  aren't  much  different  from 
a  lot  of  cities  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 
There  are  tourists  toting  cameras  and 
pushing  babies  in  strollers  that  have  18 
wheels  and  more  canvas  than  the  sun 
awning  on  Wings.  The  lunch  crowd  at 
McDonald’s  is  mostly  teenagers  just  be¬ 
ing  kids,  with  typical  teenage  manner¬ 


isms,  but  they  are  a  wonderful  blend  of 
Polynesian,  Melanesian,  European,  and 
Chinese.  Lots  of  dark  skin,  black  hair,  big 
smiles  and  oversized  clothing. 

The  shops  are  full  of  casual  fashions 
from  Paris  (and  some  not 
so  casual),  but  the  people 
on  the  streets  wear  Levi's 
or  baggy  shorts.  The  girls 
like  tank  tops  and  short 
shorts,  or  the  layered  look 
of  two  sweatshirts  ten  sizes 
too  big.  You  still  see  a  lot  of 
Polynesian  prints  in  their 
dresses,  shirts  and  shorts. 

Some  women  still  wear 
pareos,  often  with  a  flower 
in  their  hair.  We  Also  saw 
skinny  French  women  with  § 
swivel  hips  and  pouty  5 
looks,  who  think  they  own  j 
the  world,  or  ought  to.  < 

From  our  prime  vantage  a 
point  in  the  cockpit  of  o 
Wings,  we  liked  to  watch  t 
the  parade  of  people  go  3 
past  our  stem  while  sipping  Tahitian  dark 
mm  —  which  is  better  for  sipping  than 
Meyers,  or  anything  we  found  in  Mexico. 


One  day  we  heard  what  seemed  to  be 
a  sound  check  blasting  over  a  P.A.  in  the 
nearby  park.  The  kids  off  of  the  Venice  52 
Our  Pleasure  said  that  there  would  be  rock 
music  that  night,  but  during  the  daytime 
it  was  going  to  be  Tahitian  style  music. 
That  afternoon  I  saw  five  Tahitians  in 
baseball  caps  playing  electric  instruments 


—  Don  Ho  meets  Zydeco!  How  does 
Zydeco  music  from  Louisiana  get  tied  up 
with  Hawaiian  lounge  music  in  Papeete? 
Judy  said  "Creole!"  Oh  yeah,  the  French 
Connection. 

That  night  after  dinner  we  could  hear 
drams  and  guitars.  Being  rock  fans,  we 
had  to  go  check  it  out.  As  we  walked  to¬ 
ward  the  big  bandstand  a  block  away,  we 
became  part  of  a  crowd  that  was  attracted 
by  the  sound  —  everyone  was  hurrying 
as  they  got  closer.  There  were  a  couple 
hundred  Kleig  lights,  speaker  towers  12 
feet  tall,  and  a  lot  of  teenagers.  We  got 
right  up  front  like  we  used  to  at  the  Se¬ 
attle  clubs,  and  experienced  a  similar  level 
of  loudness  —  ear  splitting.  Several  rock 
'n'  roll  bands  each  played  about  20  min¬ 
utes,  some  good  and  some  terrible. 

When  one  young  singer  started  jump¬ 
ing  all  over  the  stage  and  up  on  the 
speaker  boxes  while  howling  and  growl¬ 
ing,  the  Tahitian  kids  in  the  audience 
looked  bewildered.  But  it  turned  out  they 
were  just  waiting  for  the  next  band  —  the 
local  band.  It  was  composed  of  a  petite 
French  girl  on  the  drams,  a  tattooed  Ta¬ 
hitian  skinhead  with  a  sticker  on  his  bass 
that  said  "Skateboarding  is  not  a  crime," 
a  veiy  young  guitar  player  in  shreader 
shorts  and  a  hat  so  big  you  couldn’t  see 
his  face,  and  a  hunky  and  handsome 
Polynesian  lead  singer  with  his  hair  pulled 
back  in  a  bun.  He  smiled  and  the  girls 
screamed.  He  hacked  his  guitar  and  the 
boys  howled  in  approval.  We  soon  found 
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ourselves  in  a  Tahitian  mosh  pit  in  an 
open  field  beneath  the  Southern  Cross. 


We  stayed  in  Papeete  a  couple  more 
weeks,  and  saw  a  parade,  some  dancing 
contests,  and  other  activities  related  to 
the  Fete.  After  a  stay  of  over  a  month, 
though,  we  left  Tahiti  to  visit  some  of  the 
other  Society  Islands  such  as  Moorea  and 
Bora  Bora,  then  sailed  on  to  Fiji  and  down 
to  New  Zealand  for  the  Southern  summer. 
But  that's  another  story.  For  those  of  you 
anticipating  a  crossing  of  the  'pond'  this 
season,  here  are  some  tips  we  hope  you'll 
find  useful. 

If  you  can,  depart  Mexico  from  P.V., 
Mazatalan,  or  Cabo.  These  places  will  get 
you  into  the  trades  quickest.  Actually,  you 
might  get  NW  winds  coming  down  the 
coast  right  as  you  leave  port  and  they  will 
gradually  veer  towards  NE  then  E.  Stay 
north  of  10°  until  you  pass  125°  W,  and 
cross  the  Equator  at  128°  or  farther  west. 
This  advice  was  given  to  us  by  cruisers 
who  crossed  in  1994  and  1997,  and  it  was 
true  in  1998.  This  course  should  reduce 
the  time  you  spend  in  the  doldrums. 

Don’t  believe  the  weatherfax  which  will 
always  show  SE  trades  south  of  the  line. 
This  is  the  imagination  of  some  guys  in 
Honolulu  who  have  few  on-site  reports 
from  there.  Rumplesteelskin  followed  the 
weatherfax  and  went  south  early,  ran  out 
of  wind,  used  up  all  of  their  fuel,  and  took 
about  40  days  to  cross.  Boats  going  way 
north  crossed  in  as  short  as  19  days  —  a 
Westsail  32  did  it*in  21  days.  We  went 
south  a  little  early  ourselves  and  our  25 
days  was  36  hours  longer  than  others  who 
simply  stayed  a  little  north  and  west  of 


These  traditional  Polynesian  canoes  may  not  be 
high  tech,  but  they  will  get  you  where  you're  go¬ 
ing  —  and  keep  you  buffed. 

us. 

If  you  feel  like  it,  consider  a  break  at 
Clarion  Island  during  your  crossing. 
Cruisers  who  went  there  liked  it,  espe¬ 


cially  the  seafood  which  was  plentiful 
there.  We  left  from  the  south  so  we' 
couldn’t  get  to  Clarion,  even  if  we  had 
known  about  it. 

Watch  out  for  chafe  and  wear  on  your 
sails  and  running  rigging.  Light  weather 
is  the  worst  because  as  the  boat  rolls,  the 
sails  flop  around.  I  have  repaired  sails 
from  about  25  boats  over  here,  and  most 
of  the  damage  was  done  in  light  winds. 
Some  people  took  their  saili  down  in  the 
light  wind  and  just  waited  for  it  to  come 
back  up.  We  did  this  occasionally,  but 
mostly  we  used  small  sails  and  firmly  pre¬ 
vented  or  sheeted  them  in  to  reduce  move¬ 
ment.  Also,  check  the  stitching  on  your 
genoa’s  UV  panel.  Many  of  these  panels 
came  off  of  genoas  on  the  crossing. 

Also  watch  where  your  battens  rub 
against  the  shrouds  if  you  have  full-length 
battens  and  use  sticky  back  as  a  tempo¬ 
rary  chafe  guard  before  a  hole  is  worn. 
Use  a  main  boom  preventer  but  watch  the 
lead  of  the  preventer  line:  it  can  wear 
through  easily.  Unexpected  jibes  have 
blown  out  several  mainsails.  If  you  use  a 
whisker  pole  or  spinnaker,  protect  the 
sheet  or  guy  where  it  goes  through  the 
jaws,  this  is  a  place  where  wear  happens 
instantly.  Also,  rope  halyards  often  chafe 
at  the  masthead.  It’s  not  a  bad  idea  to 
check  your  standing  rigging  closely.  We 
saw  at  least  four  boats  with  broken 
strands  at  the  top  of  their  headstays;  we 
heard  of  two  boats  whose  headstays  broke 
completely  (although  their  rigs  stayed  up); 
and  we  know  of  two  boats  whose  rigs  came 
down  as  a  result  of  broken  standing  rig¬ 
ging.  Keep  in  mind  that 
the  crossing  from  North 
America  to  the  Marquesas 
can  put  more  wear  on  your 
boat  than  10-15  years  of 
local  cruising. 


ne  of  the  first  is¬ 
sues  to  deal  with  when  ar¬ 
riving  in  French  Polynesia 
is  The  Bond’.  You  can  stay 
in  the  region  for  30  days 
without  paying  the  bond, 
so  don’t  pay  it  in  the 
Marquesas.-  Wait  until 
Papeete.  If  you  are  polite, 
but  persistent,  the  Gendarme  in  Atuona 
will  stamp  your  passport  and  allow  you 
30  days  without  paying  the  bond.  Of 
course,  you  have  to  get  to  Papeete  in  30 
days,  which  you'll  want  to  do  anyhow  (see 
below).  Then,  in  Papeete  where  they  are 
used  to  this  and  have  the  autonomy  to  do 


what  they  want,  you  may  be  able  to  use  a 
"guarantee  of  airfare"  letter  from  your 
bank  or  credit  card  company.  Bring  this 
with  you  when  you  leave  North  America. 
We  had  one  typed  by  the  Pacific  Region 
Manager  of  our  credit  card  company  in 
Acapulco,  on  his  letterhead,  which  stated 
that  due  to  our  good  credit  the  company 
would  be  pleased  to  guarantee  two  air¬ 
line  tickets  to  the  U.S.  at  any  time  in  the 
future  when  we  might  need  them.  This 
was  accepted  by  the  immigration  people 
in  Papeete  without  question.  If  this  doesn't 
keep  you  from  the  unpleasant  task  of  go¬ 
ing  to  a  bank  and  transferring  money,  or 
of  buying  airline  tickets  which  you  have 
to  turn  back  in,  consider  using  the  West- 
Pac  bank.  We  understand  they  will  keep 
your  money  in  U.S.  dollars  which  prevents 
loss  of  value  due  to  currency  fluctuations. 

We  recommend  that  you  don’t  spend 
much  time  in  the  Marquesas.  Don’t  feel 
that  you  have  to  visit  every  harbor  there. 
Those  islands  are  pretty,  but  everyone  —  - 
and  I  mean  >everyone  —  loves  the 
Tuamotus  much  better.  Hit  a  few  spots 
in  the  Marquesas:  Hiva  Oa  (Atuona); 
Tahuata  (any  bay  on  the  west  side);  Nuka 
Hiva  (Taiohae  Bay  &  Anaho  Bay,  the  best 
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go  in  with  the  dinghy  to  find  the  spot  first. 
Then,  when  you  check  in  with  the 
harbormaster  you  tell  him  where  you  are. 
Be  suje  you  are  centered  on  a  numbered 
place. 

You  can  use  electricity  for  $2.40  a  day. 
If  you  don't  already  have  a  transformer  to 
convert  the  220  to  1 10,  you  can  buy  one 
in  town  for  under  $100,  which  is  a  good 
investment,  since  you'll  probably  use  it 
again.  We  enjoyed  not  having  to  run  our 
engine  to  charge  the  batteries. 

The  tap  water  at  the  quay  is  wonder¬ 
ful.  David  on  Gisselle  tested  it  with  his 
watermaker  testing  device  and  gave  it  a 
very  high  rating  for  lack  of  impurities.  It 
cost  us  about  $10  per  day  to  berth  at  the 
quay,  plus  garbage  and  water  during  our 
33-day  stay.  The  rate  is  higher  if  you  stay 
for  less  than  a  month,  however. 

Many  boats  prefer  to  anchor  down  at 
Maeva  Beach  away  from  the  busy  down¬ 
town,  where  there  are  facilities  for  cruis¬ 
ers.  There  are  also  many  other  anchor¬ 
ages  around  Tahiti  and  good  bus  trans¬ 
portation  back  to  town. 

T 

A  he  cheap  meals  in  Papeete  are  the 
sandwiches  you  get  from  the  stands  in 
town,  from  $1.50  to  $3.00,  and  the  meals 
at  the  trucks  (le  truck),  down  by  the  cruise 
ship  dock.  These  are  about  $8  to  $12  dol¬ 
lars,  but  one  is  plenty  for  two  people  and 
they  are  good.  Eating  at  the  trucks  is  a 
lot  of  fun  and  some  sailors  eat  there  ev¬ 
ery  night. 

Bargains  in  town  include  veggies  at  the 
big  market  on  Sunday  morning.  Go  there 
at  7  a.m.  —  it's  packed  and  there's  a  lot 
to  buy  and  see.  We  suggest  trying  some 
'white  tuna'  (tuon  blanc)  which  is  about 


Just  about  everywhere  you  look  in  Polynesia,  the 
scenery  is  as  pretty  as  a  picture. 


$5  for  a  kilo,  and  is  excellent  on  the  barbie 
if  you  don’t  overcook  it.  In  the  supermar¬ 
kets  you  can  get  frozen  chicken  in  a  5-lb. 
box  for  $4.50,  which  is  the  best  meat  buy 
in  the  whole  of  French  Polynesia.  The  wine 


we’ve  heard)  and  then  get  back  on  the  road 
west.  It  is  too  easy  to  spend  a  month  in 
the  Marquesas  then  feel  rushed  in  the 
Tuamotus  or  else  wind  up  with  no  time 
later  in  the  places  further  west  such  as 
Tonga  or  Fiji.  So  I  say  limit  your  time  in 
the  Marquesas  to  two  weeks  or  less  — just 
enough  to  rest  up,  check  out  a  few  spots 
and  get  a  few  hundred  'no-no'  bites. 

T' he  Tuomotus  are  great.  People  love 
Ahi  and  Rangiroa,  as  well  as  some  of  the 
other  more  southern  islands  and  atolls. 
The  anchorages  can  be  calm,  which  you'll 
appreciate  after  a  month  or  more  at  sea. 
The  water  is  incredibly  clear  and  the  scen¬ 
ery  is  what  you’d  expect  for  the  South  Pa¬ 
cific.  Take  some  time  there  and  maybe 
you'll  get  an  opportunity  to  buy  some 
black  pearls  from  a  local  at  a  bargain 
price.  In  Tahiti  these  little  gems  are 
heavily  promoted  and  are  very  expensive, 
while  many  cruisers  we  know  got  them  in 
the  Tuomotus  for  a  few  dollars.  (We  don’t 
know  the  legality  of  this,  however,  and 
would  not  intentionally  recommend  that 
you  do  anything  which  is  illegal.) 

Again,  we  loved  our  stay  in  Papeete, 


and  we  recommend  getting  a  spot  on  the 
Quay.  The  traffic  noise  is  loud,  but  we 
got  used  to  it.  Set  your  best  mud  anchor 
far  out,  tie  bow  or  stern  to  the  quay  with 
four  good  nylon  lines,  then  crank  your 
anchor  tight.  You  won’t  move  (except  to 
roll  in  the  ferry  boat  wakes), 
but  watch  your  rig  position 
relative  to  your  neighbor’s.  It's 
important  to  anchor  way  out 
and  probably  best  to  use  an 
anchor  buoy  for  two  reasons. 

One,  there  is  reputed  to  be  a 
"Hurricane  Chain"  running 
along  the  shoreline  which  could 
snag  your  anchor  if  you  are  too  « 
close,  and  a  buoy  line  might  | 
help  you  get  it  off.  Two,  with  a 
buoy  over  your  hook  other  2 
boats  arriving  after  you  do  can  B 
avoid  setting  across  your  rode.  ►= 

People  who  anchor  down  at  -l 
the  beach  have  had  some  trouble  with 
anchors  dragging  when  the  wind  comes 
up,  which  it  will,  but  the  holding  at  the 
quay  seemed  to  be  very  good.  To  get  a  spot 
at  the  quay,  you  just  have  to  find  an  open 
place  (west  of  the  charter  spots  numbered 
below  35)  and  take  it.  Or  anchor  out  and 


/ 
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they  sell  in  5-liter  boxes  for  about  $20  is 
almost  as  good  as  the  bottled  French 
wines,  which  are  also  reasonable.  Local 
Hinano  beer  can  be  bought  for  $1.30  a 
large  bottle  if  you  have  an  empty  to  turn 
in.  If  you  drink  hard  liquor,  bring  as  much 
from  Mexico  as  you  can  stow  because 
rum,  for  example,  which  is  $3  in  Mexico, 
is  $20  to  $30  in  French  Polynesia.  Some 
boats  have  been  inspected  by  customs  in 
the  Marquesas,  so  you  might  have  to  pay 
duty  on  it,  but  nobody  we  know  had  to  do 
this.  In  general  we  found  prices  to  be 
about  half  again  as  much  as  in  the  U.S. 
—  not  as  bad  as  we  expected. 

Many  people  with  credit  or  debit  cards 
from  small  banks  or  credit  unions  have 
had  trouble  using  the  cash  machines  in 
Tahiti,  but  our  Bank  of  America  and 
Seafirst  cards  worked  fine. 

Fuel  is  available  at  an  unmarked  float 
just  to  the  right  of  the  ferry  docks,  al¬ 
though  there  are  no  visible  pumps  or 
hoses.  The  Mobil  attendant  comes  at  6 
a.m.  and  at  3  p.m.  to  sell  fuel.  {You  can 
call  him  ahead  of  time,  at  42-24-77.)  Din¬ 
ghy  fuel  is  available  from  gas  stations  in 
town.  There's  also  a  good  fuel  dock  at  the 


As  in  the  days  of  Captain  Cook,  traditional 
dances  remain  an  important  part  of  Tahitian  cul¬ 
ture.  Cruiser  Andy  Rothman,  pictured  here, 
seems  to  enjoy  playing  tourist.  > 

Marina  Tiana  over  past  Maeva  Beach. 

If  you  can  wait  until  you  leave  Papeete 
for  fuel,  you  can  buy  it  at  about  half  price 


by  getting  your  clearance  papers  out  of 
French  Polynesia.  With  a  copy  of  these, 
stamped  by  customs,  you  are  allowed  to 
buy  duty-free  fuel  {under  $  1.50/gallon). 

You  can  check  out  of  French  Polynesia 
when  you  leave  Papeete  and  still  visit  all 
the  other  islands.  You  tell  the  immigra- 


BUY  YOUR 
SAILS  DIRECT 
AT  25-40% 


Call  1 -888-424-7328  CRUISING  DIRECT 
for  a  free  catalog.  SAILS 


Toll  free  fax:  1-888-237-2457  Great  savings  on  great  sailsl 


Manufactured  and  serviced  by  North  Sails 


CAMINO  REAL, 

LAS  HADAS 

Sailing  South? 


Stay  at  the  most  Magical  Place  on  earth: 

Marina  Las  Hadas  in  Manzanillo,  Mexico, 
located  in  the  famous  Camino  Real  Las  Hadas, 
one  of  the  world's  leading  hotels. 


72  docking  positions  up  to  90'  •  Electrical  current:  1 1 5v  and  230v 
Security  24  hours  •  Restrooms  with  showers 
18  hole  Golf  Course  with  special  rates  •  Fresh  water  hook  ups 
Shops  and  Boutiques  •  5  restaurants  •  2  magnificent  Pools 
1  Night  Club  and  3  Bars  •  Water  Sports  Center  •  Private'beach 
1 0  tennis  courts  •  World  class  resort  Camino  Real  Las  Hadas 
Gym  and  beauty  salon  •  Doctors  on  call  24-hours 

For  more  information  please  call  us  at 

011-52  (333)  400-00  ext.  885  or  755 

Fax  011-52  (353)  419-68  •  email:  zlo@caminoreal.com 
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tion  people  your  planned  stops  as  well  as 
the  date  you  actually  expect  to  leave 
Polynesia  and  they  record  this  on  your 
papers,  no  problem.  Propane  (butane,  ac¬ 
tually)  is  obtained  at  Gas  Papeete,  which 
is  on  the  seawall  just  across  the  bridge 
from  town.  Go  there  by  dinghy,  park  un¬ 
der  the  bridge,  and  walk  100  yards. 

On  the  subject  of  water,  if  you  have 
anchored  at  the  beach  and  have  had  no 
access  to  fresh  water,  you  can  stay  tied 
up  to  the  Mobil  float  all  day  after  getting 
fuel  in  the  morning  and  there  are  taps 
nearby  where  you  can  connect  a  hose  for 
washing  and  refilling  your  tanks.  Also, 
many  people  have  tied  to  the  charter  do/:k 
at  the  west  end  of  the  quay  over  the  week¬ 
end  and  used  the  water  there  for  wash¬ 
ing  and  filling. 

There  are  many,  many  services  for 
cruisers  in  Papeete.  A  booklet  available 
for  free  from  the  harbor  master  has  a  great 
map  and  a  good  index  of  all  of  these.  We 
found  that  people  who  had  work  done  in 
Tahiti  were  impressed  by  the  knowledge 


and  competence  of  the  businesses  there. 
Parts  are  available,  but  any  that  are  non- 
European  are  quite  expensive.  Many 
people  order  parts  from  the  U.S.  via  DHL 
and  get  them  quickly  and  with  little  or  no 
hassle.  Of  course,  always  be  sure  your  in¬ 
coming  boxes  are  marked  "Yacht  in  Tran¬ 
sit." 

Regarding  e-mail,  the  phone  service  in 
Tahiti  is  all  via  satellite,  which  makes 
hook-ups  for  your  laptop  difficult.  If  you 
use  SSB  or  Ham  you  can  get  out,  but  oth¬ 
erwise  we  recommend  that  you  go  to  Leva 
Communications  (on  a  side  street  two 
blocks  east  of  McDonald's)  or  Sigma,  right 
on  the  beach  near  the  big  church.  At  Leva, 
Jimmy  or  Alain  will  help  you  set  up  a  TCP/ 
IP  connection  on  your  laptop  or  you  can 
use  their  e-mail  address  and  their  com¬ 
puters.  I  used  their  computers  and 
brought  a  disk  with  my  correspondence 
and  used  cut  and  paste  to  speed  up  the 
process.  They  pick  up  incorqing  e-mail  for 
you  several  times  a  day,  print  it  out,  and 
leave  it  on  the  counter  for  you.  The  ser¬ 


vice  is  reasonably  priced  and  these  guys 
are  very  friendly  and  helpful.  They  also 
allow  cruisers  to  make  phone  calls,  and 
they  accept  both  faxes  and  regular  mail 
—  all  at  reasonable  prices.  At  Sigma, 
which  is  less  targeted  to  the  cruiser  crowd, 
you  can  use  their  computer  to  log  on  to 
the  internet  if  you  can  get  your  e-mail  that 
way  (Hotmail  or  Netmail,  for  example).  The 
connection  charges  are  very  reasonable 
at  Sigma,  but  you  need  to  be  self-suffi¬ 
cient,  since  they  are  able  to  offer  little  help 
and  speak  little  English  there. 

Also,  American  Express  is  a  good  place 
to  get  mail.  The  address  is  in  Earl  Hinz’s 
book,  Landfalls  of  Paradise  and  the  office 
is  on  the  short  street  going  from  the  Quay 
to  the  Catholic  Church.  We  ordered  a  mail 
packet  while  we  were  in  Atuona  and  it  was 
waiting  when  we  got  to  Papeete.  They  also 
accept  mail  and  packages  at  the 
harbormaster's  office  and  at  the  post  of¬ 
fice. 

We  hope  you  find  these  tips  useful. 
Tahiti  is  a  wonderful  place,  so  plan  to 
spend  some  time  there  —  and  enjoy  it. 

—  fred  roswold  &  judy  jensen 
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I  recently  experienced  the  most  awe¬ 
some,  exhilarating  —  and  at  times  terri¬ 
fying  —  adventure  of  my  30  years  of  sail¬ 
ing.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  passage¬ 
making,  landfalls,  or  survival  storms  at 
sea,  but  rather  breathtaking  power  and 
raw  speed. 

It  happened  because  I  was  invited  to 
crew  aboard  an  80-ft,  high-tech  racing 
catamaran  by  a  friend  who  happens  to 
be  one  of  the  crew.  It  was  to  be  my  first 
ride  on  a  large  catamaran,  and  I  eagerly 
looked  forward  to  it.  I  will  not 
identify  the  boat  or  its  location, 
because  as  my  story  points 
out,  questionable  judgment  — 
in  my  mind,  at  least  —  was  ex¬ 
ercised,  and  I  don’t  want  to  em¬ 
barrass  or  second-guess  any¬ 
one.  Besides,  I  had  a  great  time 
and  would  love  to  be  invited 
back.  So  using  selective  memoiy,  I’ll  share 
just  the  good  stuff. 

For  those  unfamiliar  with  modem  cata¬ 
marans,  they  have  a  number  of  charac¬ 
teristics  that  are  very  different  from 
monohulls: 

Speed.  Unlike  most  moriohulls,  which 
have  a  theoretical  speed  limitation  of  1 .34 
times  the  square  root  of  the  waterline 
length,  catamarans  —  which  slice  through 
the  v/ater  like  a  knife  —  don't  have  any 
upper  limit  speed  restrictions.  And  be¬ 
cause  of  their  wide  beam,  catamarans 
don't  heel  more  than  a  couple  of  degrees 
—  even  when  sailing  to  weather.  Because 
catamarans  don’t  really  heel,  they  have 
no  pressure  release  when  hit  by  a  gust  of 
wind.  So  the  harder  the  wind  plows,  the 
faster  a  catamaran  sails.  Therefore,  a 
catamaran's  speed  potential  is  limited 
only  by  the  speed  of  the  wind  and  the 
ability  of  the  crew  to  keep  the  boat  in  one 
piece  and  right  side  up. 

Tacking.  It's  much  harder  to  tack  a 
catamaran  than  a  monohull  for  two  ma¬ 
jor  reasons.  First,  the  long  and  narrow 
hulls  of  a  cat  want  to  sail  straight  —  es¬ 
pecially  at  speed.  Secondly,  high  perfor¬ 
mance  cats  are  light,  and  have  very  little 
momentum  to  carry  through  a  tack.  As  a 
result  of  these  factors,  it  can  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  tack  a  big  catamaran 
in  strong  winds.  In  such  cases,  the  only 
option  is  to  jibe.  If  the  wind  is  really  blow¬ 
ing,  the  high  loads  can  making  jibing  dan¬ 
gerous. 

The  catamaran  I  was  fortunate  to  be 
invited  to  sail  aboard  is  one  of  the  few  very 
large,  state-of-the-art  vessels  in  the  world. 
She  is  in  no  way  a  cruising  catamaran, 
but  a  vessel  that  pushes  the  limits  to  the 
extreme. 


In  any  event,  we  met  at  the  boat  about 
1100.  Our  group  included  eight  experi¬ 
enced  sailors  and  eight  non-sailing  guests 
along  for  the  ride.  Some  of  the  experienced 
sailors  were  very  experienced  —  just  the 
kind  you  want  on  a  boat  like  this. 

My  first  impression  of  the  vessel  was 
of  a  Hobie  Cat  on  steroids.  The  two  razor- 
thin  hulls,  40  feet  apart,  were  connected 


by  a  main  cross-beam  in  the  middle,  an¬ 
other  structural  beam  aft,  and  a  small 
connecting  beam  forward.  Most  of  the 
important  stuff  —  the  rotating  mast, 
winches,  steering,  and  so  forth  —  were 
mounted  on  the  main  cross-beam.  The 
remaining  expansive  areas  between  the 
hulls  were  connected  by  trampolines 
where  the  guests  would  lounge.  The  boat 
had  little  interior  space  and  no  exterior 
shelter. 

My  friend  helpfully  pointed  out  the 
various  'death  zones'  to  me  —  places  to 
avoid  that  are  target  areas  if  specific  hard¬ 
ware  or  running  rigging  were  to  fail.  These 
included  areas  inside  of  a  turning  block 
fairlead  or  between  a  winch  and  its  load. 
I  got  the  impression  that  the  boat  had 
hosted  such  failures  fn  the  past. 

The  owner  wanted  to  use  the  day  to 
test  some  light- air  downwind  gear  and  to 
show  his  guests  a  pleasant  three  to  four 
hours  of  sailing.  While  the  weather  fore¬ 
cast  called  for  clear  and  sunny  skies,  it 
unfortunately  also  called  for  gale  force 
winds  —  which  in  this  locale  meant  from 
the  north. 

In  my  book,  gale  force  winds  represent 
leaving  the  adventure  zone  and  heading 
into  the  danger  zone  —  especially  with 
non-sailors  aboard.  Put  another  way,  it’s 
the  threshold  to  conditions  where  a  mi¬ 
nor  first  problem  can  have  a  domino  ef¬ 
fect  and  things  can  go  to  hell  pretty 
quickly.  Had  it  been  my  boat,  I  wouldn't 
have  taken  non-sailors  out',  as  the  com¬ 
bination  of  strong  winds  and  a 
catamaran's  weakness  for  tacking  could 
lead  to  a  situation  where  it  would  be  very 
easy  to  get  well  offshore  and  very  hard  to 
get  back.  This  catamaran  had  an  out¬ 
board  for  an  engine.  It  was  enough  for 
docking  in  light  winds,  but  much  too 
small  to  drive  the  boat  into  strong  winds 


and  seas. 

While  anticipating  the  possibility  of 
being  mildly  brutalized,  I  was  confident 
in  my  own  ability  and  skills  at  sea,  as  well 
as  those  of  other  crew  that  I  knew.  From 
my  perspective,  we  might  experience  ex¬ 
treme  inconvenience,  but  we  probably 
wouldn’t  die.  Not  without  a  worthy  fight, 
anyway.  But  it  seemed  to  me  that  most  of 
the  guests  were  like  lambs  be¬ 
ing  lead  to  a  potential  slaugh¬ 
ter:  unprepared  for  what  was 
likely  to  be  ahead. 

When  we  cast  off,  the 
wind  was  blowing  about  20 
knots  —  ideal  for  the  boat.  We 
motored  out  of  the  harbor  and  into  the 
open  ocean  to  set  the  sails.  The  mainsail 
weighs  about  800  pounds,  and  completely 
exhausted  the  crewmembers  who  took 
turns  over  20  minutes,  feeding  slides  and 
using  two  winches  in-series,  to  hoist  it. 
After  the  single-reefed  main  was  set,  the 
storm  jib  was  hoisted  in  anticipation  of 
stronger  winds.  As  soon  as  the  bows  fell 
off  the  wind,  it  was  whoosh! 

As  the  boat  almost  instantly  acceler¬ 
ated  to  20  knots,  the  entire  group  of  sail¬ 
ors  and  non-sailors  squealed  with  delight. 
Occasional  waves  splashed  through  the 
trampolines  and  sprayed  some  of  those 
onboard,  but  nobody  cared.  We  close- 
reached  parallel  to  the  shore  for  about  30 
minutes  at  between  1 5  and  20  knots,  at 
which  point  the  wind  began  to  lighten  and 
shift.  We  began  chasing  the  wind — which 
carried  us  offshore  —  to  keep  the  fun  fac¬ 
tor  as  high  as  possible.  I  didn't  necessar¬ 
ily  think  the  weather  gods  were  done  with 
us,  but  the  owner  apparently  did. 

By  1300,  we  were  well  offshore  in 
lumpy  seas  and  a  six-knot  westerly 
breeze,  'ghosting'  along  at  four  to  six 
knots.  These  were  the  conditions  the 
owner  was  looking  for,  so  he  began  set¬ 
ting  the  light  air  sail  and  toying  with  ex¬ 
perimental  new  gear.  Since  everything  on 
the  boat  is  custom-designed  and  manu¬ 
factured,  there  is  more  than  a  little  trial 
and  error  involved. 

By  1500,  we  were  about  12  miles  from 
home  and  talking  about  heading  back. 
With  the  then-current  conditions,  it  would 
take  about  two  hours.  I  happened  to  be 
driving  at  the  time  and  noticed  a  dark 
wind  line  approaching  from  the  north.  Not 
only  was  there  a  lot  of  wind  coming,  but 
it  was  coming  from  directly  where  we 


In  my  book ;  gale  force  winds  represent 
leaving  the  adventure  zone  and 
heading  into  the  dahger  zone. 
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wanted  to  sail.  I  alerted  the  crew  to  the 
approaching  wind,  and  the  light  air  sails 
were  struck  before  the  new  wind  reached 
us.  The  storm  jib  was  set  and  we  men¬ 
tally  braced  ourselves  for  a  long  and  te¬ 
dious  trip  upwind. 

The  new  wind  meant  our  boatspeed 
would  increase  dramatically,  but  it  would 
also  require  that  we  have  to  tack  to  get 
home.  When  the  wind  finally  hit  us,  it  was 
blowing  at  about  25  knots.  Whoosh —  the 
boat  accelerated  to  about  20  knots  again. 
When  we  came  up  into  the  wind  as  high 
as  possible,  our  speed  dropped  to  15 
knots. 

Ten  minutes  later,  we  were  hit  by  a  35- 
knot  blast,  and  the  windward  hull  started 
to  lift  clear  of  the  water.  The  experienced 
helmsman  quickly  drove  the  boat  off  the 
wind  and  the  trimmers  eased  both  sails. 
In  monohulls,  you  head  up  in  a  gust  to 
prevent  a  knockdown;  in  catamarans  you 
head  off  to  prevent. a  capsize.  But  in  a 
heartbeat  —  whoosh  —  we  were  doing  35 
knots.  Away  from  our  destination,  mind 
you,  but  still,  "Holy  mackerel,  what  a 
thrill!"  But  there  was  also  a  whiff  of  "out 
of  control"  about  it.  In  any  event,  we  be 
goin"  for  a  ride,  like  it  or  not.  Everyone 
just  had  to  be  careful  to  hang  on. 

The  35-knot  stuff  eased  off  after  a  few 
minutes,  and  we  slowly  brought  the  boat 
back  to  her  former  course.  But  we'd  al¬ 
ready  lost  miles.  We  luffed  the  mainsail 
and  began  to  take  the  third  reef  so  we 
would  be  able  to  go  to  weather  in  the  new 
breeze.  Reefing  the  huge  main 
was  a  physically  exhausting 
exercise  that  required  some  in¬ 
genuity.  Because  the  sail  had 
never  been  triple-reefed  before, 
the  third  reef  lines  hadn't  been 
reeved.  l  ean  report  that  it's  not 
easy  to  work  on  the  wiggly  end 
of  the  boom  when  a  400-lb. 
main  is  being  flogged  by  30-knot  winds! 
By  now,  most  of  us  were  having  trouble 
using  our  hands  from  the  fatigue  of  try¬ 
ing  to  hold  onto  sails  and  lines  that  the 
wind  was  trying  to  rip  from  our  collective 
grasp. 

It  took  about  20  minutes  to  put  the 
reef  in.  It  wasn't  pretty  to  look  at,  as  the 
foot  was  baggy  and  there  was  no  way  to 
tidy  up  the  bottom  of  the  sail.  But  it  was 
our  reef  and  we  loved  it! 

By  now  the  winter  sun  was  setting  and 
we  were  still  12  miles  dead-downwind 
from  home.  The  wind  was  blowing  an  icy 
30  knots  and  the  guests  were  now  wet 


and  cold.  In  my  dreams,  we'd  be  back  at 
the  dock  after  an  hour  of  slogging  into  it, 
but  it  would  more  likely  be  two  hours.  But 
at  least  for  now  we  were  under  control. 

We  set  off  on  a  port  tack  towards  shore 
at  about  10  knots,  but  far  below  the 
course  we  needed  to  sail.  The  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  darkness  and  the  wind  in  the 
sails  and  rigging  sounding  every  bit  like  a 
747  passing  a  few  thousand  feet  overhead 
left  everyone  pretty  subdued. 

The  question  we  sailors  all  began  to 
silently  ask  ourselves  was  this:  Would  we 
be  able  to  tack  successfully  when  we 
neared  the  beach?  We  all  hoped  the  wind 
would  die  down  a  bit  by  then,  cutting  us 
a  little  slack.  It  wasn't  easy  to  sail  in  those 
conditions,  either.  A  few  degrees  too  close 
to  the  wind  and  the  boat  stalled.  A  few 
degrees  too  far  off,  and  whoosh  —  she 
rocketed  off  into  big  waves  in  the  dark. 

This  part  of  the  sail  felt  exactly  like  the 
Indiana  Jones  ride  at  Disneyland.  Sud¬ 
den  acceleration,  deceleration,  shudder¬ 
ing,  drops  and  changes  of  direction  —  all 
in  the  dark.  At  Disneyland  they  have 
plenty ^of  warning  signs:  No  pregnant 
women,  no  bad  hearts,  no  bad  backs  — 
please!  But  we  had  no  seat  belts,  we 
weren't  on  rails,  and  we  weren't  going  to 
be  let  off  in  four  minutes.  We  were  com¬ 
pletely  dependent  on  our  skills,  our 
knowledge,  our  creativity  and  our  team¬ 
work  to  get  back  safely.  It's  such  situa¬ 


tions  that  draw  many  people  to  sailing, 
myself  included.  1  was  loving  it! 

All  the  sailors  recognized  it  was  a  po¬ 
tentially  serious  situation,  with  plenty  of 
opportunity  for  breakage,  serious  injury, 
man  overboard,  hypothermia  —  even 
death.  We  gathered  all  the  non-sailors  into 
the  center  of  the  aft  trampoline,  and  con¬ 
tinued  our  theme- park  ride  towards  the 
beach.  The  boat  was  groaning  and  moan¬ 
ing,  popping  and  creaking  from  torque 
and  stress. 

Twenty  minutes  later,  about  a  mile  off 
the  beach,  most  of  us  sailors  wanted  to 
tack.  If  we  couldn’t  make  it  through  the 
tack,  we  wanted  plenty  of  sea- room  to 
regroup  and  jibe  the  boat  downwind.  Oth¬ 


erwise  we  might  be  riding  the  breakers 
up  the  sand  beach  at  10  knots,  and  that 
would  be  difficult  to  explain  to  friends  and 
authorities. 

The  owner,  however,  was  now  driving, 
and  he  wanted  to  get  even  closer  to  shore. 
He  was  hoping  the  wind  might  ease  close 
in  and  proposed  that  we  use  the  outboard 
to  help  power  through  the  tack.  Finally, 
only  200  meters  off  the  beach,  he  started 
the  motor,  and  we  prepared  to  tack.  But 
just  as  the  boat  came  into  the  wind,  the 
motor  stopped  dead.  As  a  result,  the  big 
cat  also  stopped  dead  in  the  water,  in  irons 
with  her  sails  flogging  violently  and  her 
sheets  thrashing.  Several  people  were 
awarded  painful  welts,  cuts  and  bruises 
as  souvenirs  of  their  'extreme  daysail'. 

We  'tried'  to  get  the  bows  to  veer  to  the 
offshore  tack,  but  it  was  silly  because 
there  was  nothing  we  could  do  but  wish 
real  hard  that  it  would  go  that  way.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  boat  gradually  fell  back 
on  the  onshore  tack.  The  sails  quickly 
filled  and  whoosh  —  we  were  making  1 5 
knots  straight  for  the  beach! 

Without  hesitation,  which  was  good, 
or  preparation,  which  was  bad,  the  owner 
began  an  emergency  jibe.  Whoosh  —  the 
boat  accelerated  to  25  knots,  slowly  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  helm,  while  the  crew 
scrambled  to  prepare  for  what  would  be 
The  Mother  of  All  Jibes. 

"We're  jibing,  everybody  down!"  I 
shouted  as  the  mainsail  and  boom  swung 
afcross  the  boat  with  a  full  head  of  steam. 
The  jibing  boom  broke  the  mainsheet 
hardware  without  even  slowing  down,  and 
flying-free,  slammed  to  a  stop  with  a  hor¬ 
rific  bang  and  shudder  against 
the  rigging.  If  anyone  had  been 
in  the  way  of  the  boom,  they 
would  have  either  been  dead 
and/or  launched  into  earth 
orbit.  The  trampoline  under 
the  boom  was  covered  by  the 
excess  sail  from  the  reefed 
main,  so  we  couldn't  even  see 
if  anyone  was  under  it. 

We  all  held  our  breath,  waiting  for  the 
100-foot  mast  to  fall,  listening  for  cries  of 
the  possibly  wounded,  gathering  our  wits, 
and  taking  a  crew  inventory.  If  anyone  had 
been  knocked  into  the  water,  we  wouldn't 
have  been  able  to  find  them  —  let  alone 
rescue  them  —  in  such  conditions. 

Lucky  us:  Except  for  a  few  shattered 
nerves  and  some  broken  concentration, 
everyone  was  all  right  and  still  aboard. 
Meanwhile,  back  at  the  ranch,  the  boat 
was  doing  15  knots  —  cheerfully  reach¬ 
ing  offshore  and  away  from  home.  We  had 
no  ability  to  head  closer  to  home  until  we 
jury-rigged  some  sort  of  mainsheet.  It  was 
now  1830. 


<•  :  :  ' 

■ 

Ten  minutes  later,  we  were  hit  by 
a  35-Knot  blast,  and  the  windward  hull 
started  to  lift  clear  of  the  water. 

•  .<:"V  ;:S»;  SX v  ' 
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EXTREME  DAYS  AIL 


It  only  took  10  minutes  to  improvise  a 
mainsheet,  and  we  were  once  again  un¬ 
der  control.  Only  now,  we  were  back 
where  we'd  been  at  1600  when  we  first 
turned  around.  All  of  the  gjiins  made  claw¬ 
ing  our  way  to  weather  the  last  few  hours 
were  lost  in  a  few  minutes 

—  all  because  the  boat  was 
so  damned  fast  off  the 
wind!  We  were  still  several 
hours  from  home,  now  with 
no  hope  whatsoever  of  en¬ 
tering  the  small  harbor 
without  the  engine. 

I  suggested  to  the  owner 
that  we  head  downwind  to 
a  large  harbor  25  miles  to 
our  south  where  there  was 
plenty  of*  maneuvering 
room  for  the  big  cat,  and  a 
possible  wind  break  and 
flat  water  to  help  us  try  to 
troubleshoot  the  motor.  If 
we  could  fix  the  motor,  we 
could  dock  at  a  large  side- 
tie  at  the  local  yacht  club 
for  the  night.  If  we  couldn’t 
fix  the  motor,  we  could  an¬ 
chor  in  the  outer  harbor 
and  figure  out  a  way  to  get 
ashore.  The  alternative 
destination  seemed  incon¬ 
venient,  but  we  were  in 
damage-control  mode  and 
needed  to  keep  the  boat 
afloat  and  people  safe.  Sev¬ 
eral  crew  seconded  the  idea,  and  the 
owner  agreed. 

So  we  cracked  the  sheets.  Whoosh,  al¬ 
most  immediately  we  were  doing  a  steady 
25  knots  through  the  night.  The  dark 
headlands  between  our  homeport  and  the 
Plan  B  destination  rushed  by,  and  the 
night  sky  filled  to  overflowing  with  stars. 
It  was  a  magnificent  climax  to  a  wild  and 
eventful  —  but  not  wholly  unpredictable 

—  day. 


It  took  us  about  40  minutes  to  get  to 
the  harbor  entrance  —  a  trip  I’d  made  fre¬ 
quently  in  four  hours  of  'good  sailing' 
aboard  'regular'  boats.  One  of  the  mind- 
shifts  to  sailing  on  big  catamarans  is  how 
far  ahead  —  in  miles!  —  you  must  pre-  ^ 


pare  for  your  next  move.  We  sure  didn't 
want  to  mess  up  our  entrance  and  end 
up  downwind  from  shelter  again! 

Once  inside  the  harbor  and  in  flat  wa¬ 
ter,  we  turned  to  the  engine.  We  found 
that  it  had  previously*  crapped  out  be¬ 
cause  a  line  got  caught  in  its  prop.  We 
took  a  few  minutes  to  get  it  off,  started  it 
up,  struck  the  sails,  and  motored  in. 
Thanks  to  the  headlands,  the  wind  was 
only  10  knots.  We  docked  at  the  club  at 


2000,  and  started  the  process  of  clean¬ 
ing  up,  warming  up,  calling  loved  ones, 
and  arranging  transportation  back  to 
base-camp.  It  had  been  a  'great  adven¬ 
ture’  —  which  means  it  wasn't  much  fun 
while  it  was  happening. 

This  particular  catama¬ 
ran  is  a  great  boat  and  we 
had  some  stellar  crew.  In¬ 
terestingly  to  me,  many  of 
the  sailors  were  middle- 
aged  or  older,  like  me,  with 
tons  of  experience,  and 
willing  to  go  to  scary  places 
(on  the  boat)  to  do  impos¬ 
sible  tasks.  These  feats  are 
usually  left  to  the  'immor¬ 
tal'  twenty- somethings  on 
most  race  boats  I’ve  sailed 
aboard,  and  there  were  a 
few  of  these  aboard,  in¬ 
cluding  my  friend.  But 
there  was  never  a  more  en¬ 
thusiastic,  capable  crew, 
and  if  a  tough  job  needed 
doing,  it  was  a  toss-up  as 
to  who  would  get  there 
first:  .a  young  guy  or  a 
middle-aged  guy.  At  each 
new  twist  in  the  day’s  sail, 
none  of  the  sailors  wa¬ 
vered,  whined,  or  hesitated 
to  keep  the  rocketship  fly¬ 
ing.  A  crew’s  work  and  at¬ 
titude  always  makes  the 
difference  between  adven¬ 
ture,  and  disaster.  In  other  words,  the 
'right  stuff. 

We  can’t  say  that  all  the  guests  shared 
our  enthusiasm,  but  they  were  caught  off¬ 
guard,  expecting  three  or  four  hours  of 
pleasant  sailing  instead  of  nine  hours  of 
the  sometimes  brutal,  cold  and  extreme 
sailing  we  got.  Given  the  opportunity,  I’ll 
bet  most  would  have  gone  for  the 
Disneyland  option. 

—  John  bousha 


By  coincidence,  we  recently  talked  to  our  buddy  Bruce,  who  most  days  of  the 
year  takes  up  to  65  passengers  from  St.  Martin  to  St.  Barths  and  then  back  again 
aboard  Swaliga,  a  Shuttieworth  65  catamaran.  It’s  about  a  35-mile  round  trip,  half 
of  which  is  normally  upwind,  the  other  half  downwind. 

Bruce  reports  that  a  couple  of  months  ago  he  got  caught  in  the  first  white  squall 

—  complete  with  50-knot  winds  — ■  he's  seen  in  six  years.  Given  the  force  of  the 
wind  and  the  number  of  passengers  aboard,  he  decided  he  had  no  choice  but  to 
run  with  it — which  happened  to  be  in  the  direction  of  St.  Kitts.  So  for  an  hour  or  so 
the  boat  flew  downwind  at  an  average  of  close  t6  1 9  knots,  spray  flying  every¬ 
where.  While  Bruce  says  the  boat  handled  ''beautifully",  he  wasn't  really  able  to 
change  course.  Fortunately  the  squall  fizzled,  and  they  were  able  to  sail  toward 
their  original  destination  of  Gustavia,  St.  Barths. 

Upon  entering  the  harbor,  however,  Bruce  discovered  that  one  of  the  props 
had  fallen  off.  With  the  wind  blowing  30  knots,  he  wks  committed  to  continuing  into 
the  harbor,  but  with  just  one  engine  15  feet  off  centerline,  had  virtually  no  maneu¬ 
verability.  Thanks  to  good  fortune,  a  couple  of  folks  in  a  dinghies  realized  his  plight 
and  were  able  to  stop  Swaliga  before  she  smashed  up  against  the  stone  seawall. 
Bruce  kept  his  cool,  so  none  of  the  passengers  even  realized  there  had  been  a 
problem. 

As  any  performance  multihull  veteran  will  tell  you,  one  of  the  negative  features 
of  such  designs  is  that  on  rare  occasions  they  go  much  fastenthan  anybody  wants 

—  sort  of  like  and  Indy  car  with  the  throttle  stuck  wide  open.  And  usually  there's  not 
much  you  can  do  to  slow  them  down.  Invariably  this  happens  when  sailing  down¬ 
wind  when  the  boat  surfs  uncontrollably  over  the  backs  of  waves  to  plow  into  the 
waves  in  front. 

As  for  the  owner  of  the  catamaran  referred  to  in  the  main  article,  he's  a  very 
experienced  offshore  racer,  and  we  presume  he  felt  considerably  more  in  control 
than  a  guest  aboard  for  a  first  time.  After  all,  there's  out  of  control  and  then  there's 
really  out  of  control. 

—  latitude  38 


WATER  &  POWER,  inc. 


BETA  MARINE 
Diesel  Engines 
and  Generators 
Powered  by 
Kubota 

CORROSrON  CONTROL  SYSTEMS 


[asdrtp 

SHAFT  SEAL  " 


Shaft  Seals 


(619)226-2622 

1273  Scott  St.,  San  Diego,  CA  92106 
email:  wmstore@home.com 


HRO  MniPock™  170  re  *  Extensive  Inventory 

1 70  gallons  per  day  •  Sales,  Installation 

HRO Systems*. ‘  &s<™«°n"and5 

Horizon  Reverse  Osmosis 
•1 70  to  600  gpd 
•  DC/AC  or  Engine  Driven 

WaterMaker 

Authorized  Dealer  for  HRO  Systems  Sr  Sea  Recovery 

1273  Scott  Street,  San  Diego,  CA.  92106 
Fax:  619-226-1 077  •  E-Mail:  Wmstore@horhe:Com 


SRC  Aqua  Whisper,M  Compact 
800  gallons  per  day 

Sea 

v  Recovery® 

MVEftSt  OSMOSIS  DCSAUNArc*s■*, 

•800  to  4,100  gpd 
•  AC  or  Engine  Driven 
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RON  STAN 


Ultra  Light  High  Performance  Hardware 


4001)  Harbor  Drive,  Sausalito,  CA  (415)  332-3339 

Remember  when  your  Boat’s 
interior  looked  like  new? 


Contemporary  or  original  in  fabric  or 
leather  •  Choice  of  col6r/style/foam  • 
Exterior  canvas  as  well  • 

Call  for  quote 
Family  owned  since  1969. 


/ 


WE  OFFER  MORE 

COME  AND  SEE  WHY 


“PORTABLE  PUMPOUT 

iC\Afl  Holding  Tanks 

Pumped  at  Your  Slip 


Berthing  at  Oyster  Cove  Marina  can 
make  boating  easier,  more  convenient 
and  more  enjoyable! 

Making  boating  easier  -  and  more  fun!  is 
what  a  marina  should  be  all  about.  That's  why 
Oyster  Cove  Marina  rates  number  one  with  many 
Bay  Area  mariners.  It's  an  exdusive  yet  reasonable 
facility  of  219  berths,  accommodating  pleasurecraft 
in  slips  30',  32’,  36',  40',  44',  50'  and  60'  in  length. 

Oyster  Cove  is ihg  private  Peninsula  marina 
closest  to  Blue  Water  boating.  Want  to  cruise  to 
Sausalito,  lunch  at  Tiburon,  or  sail  to  Angel  Island? 
How  about  a  day's  fishing  outside  the  Gate,  or  a 
7  weekend  at  the  Delta?  No  other  private  Peninsula 
marina  is  better  situated  or  offers  nicer,  fresher 
surroundings. 

•  Berths  30  feet  to  60  feet 

•  Double  Finger  Concrete  Slips 

•  Water  and  Electricity  Included  in  Slip  Fees 

•  Telephone  Ayailable 

•  Heated  Dressing  Rooms  and  Showers 

•  Laundry  Room  •  Nightly  Security  Patrol 

•  7-Day  Harborinaster  Office 

•  Complimentary  Ice  •  Cable  TV 


ONE  MONTH  FREE  RENT 

with  6  month  lease 

(This  offer  applies  to  all  new  berthers.) 

Call  for  Details 


y^sY- 
'  V  $ 


END  TIES 

Now  avaitable  at  $4.50  per  foot. 

3tC®VE  MARINA 


385  OYSTER  POINT  BOULEVARD  #8A 
SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 

(650)  952-5540 
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A  never  thought  it  would  happen  to 
me.  One  minute  I  was  checking  the  jib 
trim,  and  the  next  miniate  I  was  swim¬ 
ming  in  the  Bay.  Light  wind,  calm  water, 
perfectly  safe  and  easy  conditions.  I  blame 
it  on  the  deck  camber  —  the  boat  I  was 
sailing  on  had  a  much  steeper  angle  to 
the  decks  along  the  sides  of  the  cabin 
trunk  than  my  boat  does,  and  my  feet 
didn’t  find  what  they  expected  as  I  casu¬ 
ally  walked  back  from  the  foredeck.  I  lost 
my  balance,  missed  a  grab  for  the  leech 
of  the  jib,  toppled  over  the  lifelines.  .  .  and 
there  I  was,  feeling  the  icy  water  soak 
through  multiple  layers  of  cotton  and 
wool. 

No  one  on  the  boat  had  been  wearing 
a  lifejacket,  including  me.  Thankfully,  the 
initial  plunge  didn’t  take  me  far  under¬ 
water,  no  doubt  due  to  all  the  air  still  in¬ 
side  my  gear,  and  I  had  my  head  back  up 
in  time  to  hear  the  ",  .  .  board!”  part  of  the 
skipper's  shout.  Not  that  there  was  any¬ 
one  who  hadn’t  seen  the  show.  It  was  the 
owner’s  teenage  son,  conditioned  to  have 
the  right  reflex  from  recent  training  in  the 
yacht  club  junior  program^  who  tossed  a 
boat  cushion  in  my  direction.  The  extra 
flotation  was  appreciated  in  veiy  short 
order,  as  the  air  bubbled  out  of  my  boots 
and  jacket. 


Above,  getting  even  willing,  motivated  crew  back 
aboard  a  high  freeboard  boat  isn't  easy.  But  with 
a  common  fishing  net  (right),  a  simple  bridle  — 
and  practice  —  even  unconscious  or  incapaci¬ 
tated  crew  can  be  retrieved. 

The  boat  was  a  big,  fast  racer/cruiser, 
but  not  quite  new  enough  to  have  an  open 
transom.  It  had  relatively  high  freeboard, 
especially  when  viewed  from  the  water, 
and  I  didn’t  recall  seeing  a  boarding  lad¬ 
der  on  board.  So  I  imagined  it  was  just  a 
matter  of  waiting  for  them  to  deploy  the 

Page  178  •  LdXUJj.¥l  •  February,  1999 


X 

Lifesling,  or  whatever  equivalent  device 
lived  on  the  stern  rail.  I  knew  the  drill; 
it’s  all  printed  in  the  back  of  US  Sailing’s 


Safety  Recommendations for'Offshore  Sail¬ 
ing  book.  They  would  drop  the  sling  over 
the  stern,  circle  around  me,  I  would  catch 
the  line  towing  the  sling,  they'd  draw  it 
up  ‘til  I  could  get  to  the  sling  itself,  and 
they’d  pull  me  alongside  and  then  hoist 
me  up  on  deck  with  a  special  tackle  at 
the  end  of  a  halyard. 

R 

J— Jut,  damn  —  that  water  was  cold!  I 
thought  of  the  time  my  yacht  club  had 
staged  a  demonstration  of  overboard  re- 
coveiy  techniques.  In  flat  calm,  inside  the 
harbor,  right  in  front  of  the  guest  dock,  it 
still  took  10  minutes  to  get  the  sling  out, 
set  up  the  lifting  tackle,  and  maneuver 


around  the  person  in  the  water.  “Good 
thing  he’s  wearing  a  wetsuit,”  was  the 
prevailing  comment  at  the  time. 


1  wasn’t  wearing  a  wetsuit,  and  this 
was  not  going  to  be  any  fun  at  all.  As  the 
boat  tacked  back  in  my  direction  I  could 
see  several  of  the  crew  reading  the  instruc¬ 
tions  on  the  sling  package.  Why  wasn’t  it 
already  trailing  behind  the  boat?  Lee  Helm 
was  on  board  —  she  was  the  one  who  had 
invited  me  along  on  this  practice  sail  — 
and  I  was  sure  she  had  been  through  a 
couple  of  these  drills  before.  But  she  was 
down  at  the  nav  station  crunching  num¬ 
bers  and  probably  didn’t  even  notice  the 
commotion  on  deck. 

“Why  aren’t  they  dropping  the  jib?”  I 
thought  out  loud.  And  then,  rather  than 
open  the  package  and  deploy  the  sling, 
the  crew  at  the  stern  seemed  to  forget  the 
idea  and  walk  away  from  it.  Then  the  boat 
turned  downwind  towards  me  and  the  jib 
blocked  my  view  of  everything. 

“Come  on,  guys,”  I  said  out  load,  know¬ 
ing  they  couldn’t  hear.  “You  don’t  have  to 
impress  anyone  by  doing  this  under  sail. 
This  water  is  friggin’  cold!” 

I  noted  how  large  a  three- inch  wave 
can  be  when  your  nose  is  two  inches  above 
the  water.  The  boat  aimed  right  at  me. 
That  bow  looked  huge,  and  it  slowed  down 
only  a  little  when  they  eased  the  jib  sheet 
and  headed  up  slightly,  just  a  couple  of 
boatlengths  away. 

But  with  that  maneuver  I  could  see 
what  was  happening  on  deck  again.  Still 
no  move  to  deploy  the  sling,  but  there  was 
Lee  with  a  big  old  dip  net,  the  kind  you 
see  on  the  commercial  fishing  boats. 

“Hold  still!”  she  instructed  as  the  boat 
coasted  past  at  about  three  knots. 

I  turned  my  feet  toward  the  net  to 
make  it  easy  for  her  to  scoop  me  in,  and , 
grabbed  the  rim. 

“Haul  away!”  she  hailed.  Suddenly  I 
was  being  dragged  through  the  water.  A 
second  later  I  was  airborne  in  the  net. 

“We  got  ourselves  a  big  one!”  joked  one 


"We  got  ourselves  a  big  one,"  joked 
one  of  the  crew.  "Gaff  him!"  suggested  another. 


CATCH  OF  THE  DAY 


y‘  *  s~sfcV  .J  ”! 


of  the  foredeck  crew  as  he  and  two  of  his 
mates  jumped  the  halyard.  I  could  see 
that  the  halyard  ended  some  distance 
above  the  rim  of  the  net,  and  four  or  five 
lighter  lines  lead  from  the  halyard  shackle 
to  various  points  around  the  rim  to  dis¬ 
tribute  the  considerable  load. 

“Gaff  him!”  another  crew  suggested 
helpfully. 

“Just  take  a  picture  and  throw  him 
back,”  said  someone  from  the  cockpit. 

“No  sir,”  said  the  dwner.  “I’m  going  to 
have  this  one  stuffed  and  mounted.” 

They  lifted  me  high  enough  to  clear 
the  lifelines,  then  lowered  the  net  on  the 
cabin  top.  I  was  dumped  out  on  deck  like 


There  are  many  theories,  maneuvers  and  devices 
out  there  for  retrieving  crew  overboard.  Could 
this  age-old  method  be  the  best? 

so  many  pounds  of  mackerel. 

“Q 

Vv-Jo  what  do  you  think  of  the  jib 
lead  position?"  asked  one  of  the  cockpit 
crew,  picking  up  where  we  had  left  off. 

“Needs  to  come  aft  just  a  little,”  I  said 
as  I  drained  water  all  over  the  deck.  But  I 
was  shivering,  even  from  that  very  brief 
dunk  in  the  Bay.  Before  I  could  even  wring 
the  water  out  of  my  sweater  I  was  sent 
below  to  strip  off  all  the  wet  clothes. 

From  various  gear  bags  the  crew  put 

i , 


together  a  nice  set  of  warm  fuzzy  stuff  for 
me  to  wear,  and  I  was  warmed  up  and 
back  on  deck  in  less  than  a  half  hour.  I 
tobk  a  look  at  the  net  that  had  been  used 
to  pull  me  out. 

“It’s  just  an  ordinary  fish  net,"  ex¬ 
plained  the  owner.  ‘The  only  modification 
is  to  tie  a  few  tricing  lines  around  the  rim, 
so  when  the  halyard  lifts  it  up  with  a  lot 
of  load  it  doesn’t  bend  the  aluminum. 
These  lines  get  held  down  along  the  rim 
with  masking  tape,  and  the  halyard  is 
hooked  on  right  at  the  end  of  the  handle. 
That  way  one  person  can  start  ‘fishing’ 
with  the  net  even  while  the  halyard  is  still 
being  hooked  on  by  someone  else.” 
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“I  have  to  admire  the  simplicity,”  I  said. 

“It  beats  those  sling  contraptions 
hands  down  in  just  about  any  situation 
you  can  think  of,”  he  said.  “It’s  faster, 
cheaper,  and  everyone  understands  it 
without  reading 
instructions.” 

“And  it  works 
with  a  totally  un¬ 
conscious  vic¬ 
tim,"  said  Lee. 

“How  did  you 
ever  come  up 
with  a  system  like 
this?”  I  asked. 

“I  used  to  do  a  lot  of  fishing,”  admitted 
the  owner. 

“It’s  an  ancient  problem,”  said  Lee. 
“You  have  to  get  a  large,  heavy,  and  like, 
possibly  uncooperative  object  from  the 
water  to  the  boat.  I  mean,  the  technology 
for  doing  that  has  been  ardund  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  years,  and  here  it  is.” 

“I  still  think  a  gaff  would  be  more  ef¬ 
fective,"  insisted  the  foredeck  crew. 

“Why  do  you  still  have  that  sling  on 
the  stern  rail  if  you  like  this  system  so 
much  better?”  I  asked. 

'The  sling  is  required  by  the  ORC  Spe¬ 
cial  Regulations  for  the  ocean  races  we 
do.  And  I  like  having  the  redundancy.” 

I  told  them  about  our  yacht  club  dem¬ 
onstration,  and  how  long  it  toOjc  a  typical 
husband/wife  cruising  couple  to  get  the 
sling  set  up  when  one  of  them  was  in  the 
water. 

'The  sling  requires  practice,"  confirmed 
the  foredeck  crew."  And  if  the  driver  has 
never  driven  a  ski  boat,  they  might  not 
understand  how  the  circling  works  to  get 
back  to  the  victim." 

IN^eanwhile,  the  teenager  had  ap¬ 
peared  on  deck  with  a  copy  of  the  US  Sail¬ 
ing  pamphlet,  and  found  the  Lifesling  in¬ 
structions  on  the  back. 

"Look  at  these  instructions,"  he  said 
as  he  passed  me  the  book,  open  to  a  page 
near  the  back.  'There  are  six  steps  for  the 
recovery,  and  then  five  more  steps  for  set¬ 
ting  up  the  hoisting  rig." 

"And  I  can't  even  read  this  without  my 
glasses,"  I  noted  as  I  handed  the  book 
back  to  him.  "Do  you  think  there's  a  situ¬ 
ation  where  the  sling  works  better  than 
the  net? 

"There’s  like,  only  one  possible  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  sling,"  said  Lee.  'You  don't  have 


to  maneuver  in  as  close.  So  in  really  big 
waves,  maybe  the  sling  would  work  bet¬ 
ter.  Maybe.  Or  maybe  from  a  much  larger 
boat." 

"Or  maybe  a  big  powerboat  in  a  cross- 


wind,"  added  the  owner. 

"For  sure,  a  powerboat  with  big  pro¬ 
pellers  to  worry  about  and  a  lot  of  leeway 
in  a  crosswind  probably  shouldn’t  maneu¬ 
ver  in  close  enough  to  use  the  net. 'Or  a 
really  big  boat  might  not  even  have  any¬ 
place  where  you  can  reach  the  water  with 
a  net  like  this.  The  sling  would  still  work 
fine  from  a  high  deck,  in  that  situation. 
But  like,  it's  all  backwards.  The 
powerboats  will  be  more  likely  to  have  nets 
on  board,  if  they  fish,  and  the  sailors  are 
required  to  have  Lifeslings." 

The  rest  of  the  practice  went  well, 
but  we  kept  discussing  various  ways  of 
climbing  back  aboard  sailboats  after  un¬ 
expected  swimming  breaks. 

"When  I  did  the  Singlehanded 
TransPac,"  explained  the  foredeck  crew, 

"I  had  one  long  tether  from  a  padeye  at 
the  mast  step  to  my  harness.  It  was  just 
long  enough  for  me  to  'use  the  facilities' 
over  the  stern.  I  could  go  anywhere  on 
deck  and  get  to  most  of  the  cabin  without 
unclipping,  and  it  was  much  simpler  to 
keep  untangled  than  jacklines." 

"I  would  have  thought  jacklines  would 
be  best,"  I  said,  "for  keeping  the  length  of 
the  tether  to  a  minimum." 

"The  jacklines  themselves  are  a 
hassle,"  he  answered.  "Everything  has  to 
be  led  under  them  for  them  to  work  at  all, 
and  you  always  end  up  clipped  on  the 
wrong  side.  Worst  of  all,  you  can't  stay 
clipped  on  when  you  go  below."  ' 

"What  happens  if  you  go  over  the  side  . 
with  your  single  long  tether?  Shouldn’t  a 
lifeline  be  short  enough  that  you  can't 
even  go  over  in  the  first  place?" 

"Not  practical  on  a  small  boat,  no  way. 
My  tether  was  sized  so  that  I  couldn't  quite 


fall  over  the  stern,  and  if  I  went  over  the 
side  I’d  end  up  right  alongside  the  stem 
quarter.  The  boat  was  small  enough  that 
I'd  probably  drag  the  whole  boat  to  a  stop 
if  that  happened.  Then  I  had  a  loop  of 
dockline,  with  both 
ends  tied  off  on  the 
toerail,  just  long 
enough  to  make  a 
step  at  about  the 
height  of  the  water¬ 
line." 

"Did  you  ever 
try  it  out?" 

"Not  at  speed  —  I  didn't  want  to  wrench 
my  back  from  the  harness!  But  those 
loops  of  line  are  my  standard  boarding 
ladders.  1  use  them  almost  every  time  I 
swim  from  the  boat." 

"You  can  also  use  the  anti-cavitation 
plate  of  an  outboard,  right  over  the  pro¬ 
peller,"  said  the  jib  trimmer. 

"Long  as  the  outboard's  really 
stopped,"  added  the  foredeck  crew.  "Never 
trust  a  neutral  gear." 

"It's  the  modern  equivalent  of  the  little 
decorative  hook  in  the  trailing  edge  of  the 
traditional  outboard  rudder,"  said  Lee. 
"Usually  just  above  the  waterline.  Turns 
out  it's  pot  decorative  at  all,  but  a  step 
for  climbing  back  aboard." 

"I  learned  a  better  trick  when  I  was  in 
the  junior  program,"  added  the  owner's 
son.  "You  point  to  the  water  and  yell, 
'Shark!'  Their  feet  turn  into  propellers." 

"I'll  keep  that  in  mind,"  said  his  dad. 

"But  for  big  boats,”  said  the  cockpit 
crew,  “I’ll  take  open  transoms  and  built- 
in  boarding  ladders.  I  think  that  would 
be  preferable  to  a  ride  in  the  fish  net." 

'The  net  wasn’t  a  bad  ride  at  all,”  I  said. 
“Even  climbing  up  a  ladder  with  all  your 
gear  on  would  be  tough  if  you’re  already 
exhausted.  And  like  Lee  said,  if  you’re  un¬ 
conscious  you  can’t  even  use  a  Lifesling. 
First  thing  I’m  going  to  do  tomorrow 
morning  is  stop  by  the  fishing  store  and 
buy  one  of  those  nets  for  my  boat.” 

It  seemed  like  an  appropriate  penance 
to  pay  for  my  quick  rescue. 

By  now  the  net  was  dry  and  the 
owner  had  finished  taping  the  light  lines 
back  to  the  rim,  ready  to  use  again.  “And 
the  best  part,”  he  said  as  he  passed  it 
down  the  hatch,  “is  that  we  also  use  it  to 
catch  fish!” 

—  max  ebb 


"Come  on,  guys . . . 
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This  water  is  friggin'  cold!" 
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DONATE  YOUR  BOAT 


Receive  maximum  IRS  tax  deduction 

Your  cash  drain  stops  the  moment  you 
call  -  no  more  berthing,  broker  or  ad 
expense  for  you 

We  cover  all  survey  &  transfer  costs 

We  do  all  DMV  &  IRS  paperwork 

Any  craft  -  any  size  -  power  or  sail 
Plus  trailers  and  most  items  of  value 

■ 


-449-8342 


Call  Today  for  Free  Pick  Up  -  8 


BayKeeper 

Citizen  vo Cunteers  - 
on  the  water  -  making 
sure  our  great  (Bay  and 
(DeCta  stay  cCean. 

Your  donation  supports 
the  vitaC worf^of 
(BayKeeper  and 
C DeCta%eeper. ;  / 


LIVEABOARDS 


Does  your  yacht  policy 


Ours  does.  And  more. 

Your  runaway  dog  attacks  a  neighbor.  Your  storage  unit  is  gutted 
by  fire.  That  nasty  slice  on  the  12th  hole  injures  a  bystander.  Your 
laptop  is  stolen  from  your  hotel  room  or  car.  You  incur  hotel  bills 
while  your  yacht's  interior  is  rebuilt  after  a  fire... 

Only  the  Quartermaster®  Liveaboard  Policy  from  Acordia— developed 
by  liveaboards  for  liveaboards  to  cover  the  yacht  as  well  as  personal 
liability,  personal  property,  and  loss  of  use— covers  all  these  risks. 
Others  don't. 


If  you're  not  covered  by  the  Quartermaster®  Liveaboard  Policy,  maybe 
you  should  be.  For  a  free  quote,  contact  Krista  Newton  at  800-869- 
2248  or  206-447-0489,  or  via  e-mail  at  knsta_newton@acordia.com. 


The 

Quartermaster  » 
Liveaboard  ^ 

Yacht  Policy 

ppn^Ii 


Ox/cordia 

520  Pike  Street,  20th  Floor 
Seattle,  WA  *  98101-4095 
Phone:  800-869-2248  *  Fax:  206-447-5897 
Sponsor  of  NOAA  Weather  Radio  Station  WWG-24 


•  Marine  Sextants 

•  Aircraft  Sextants 

•  Astro  Compasses 

•  Chronometers'1 


•  Celestial  Computers 
*Star  Finders 

•  Plotting  Tools 

•  Computer  Programs 

•  Books/Videos 


World's  largest 
Celestial  Navigation 
CATALOG  . . .  FREE! 


416  S.  Pershing,  Wichita,  KS,  USA  67218 


Int'l  +1-316-686-9785  http://www.celestaire.com 
Fax  +1-316-686-8926  email:  info@celestaire.com 
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With  reports  this  month  on  Key  West  Race  Week;  local  entries  in  the 
upcoming  Puerto  Vallarta  Race;  the  Three  Bridge  Fiasco;  a  whole 
bunch  of  midwinter  races;  and  the  the  usual  random  disconnected 
race  notes  at  the  end. 


Key  West  Race  Week 

A  record  fleet  of  273  boats  sailed  in  the 
just- completed  12th  annual  GMC  Yukon/ 
Yachting  Key  West  Race  Week,  a  huge  re¬ 
gatta  featuring  18  classes  racing  on  three 
different  courses..  Winds  for  the  sunny 
five-day,  eight-race  series  increased  as  the 
week  went  on,  ranging  from  6  to  20  knots 
—  perfect  conditions. 

The  Yachting  Magazine  Trophy  for 
overall,  Boat  of  the  Week  honors  went  to 
an  English  program,  Irvine  Laidlaw's  new 
Farr-designed  CM  60  Hi  Fling.  Laidlaw, 
with  Eddie  Warden  Owen  called  the  shots, 
took  home  a  truckload  of  trophies,  win¬ 
ning  IMS- 1  and  IMS  overall  as  well.  Pre¬ 
viously,  in  1993,  he  won  overall  KWRW 
honors  with  his  Swan  53  Highland  Fling. 

WOW,  a  J/29  from  New  York,  earned 
PHRF  Boat  of  the  Week  honors,  while 


Tom  Thayer  (above)  took  home  five  trophies 
from  Key  West.  Jessica  Lord  (right)  also  did  well. 


Team  Italy  ( Breeze ,  Malinda/ Invicta, 
Planet  Loaf]  took  the  Yukon.  Cup  for  the 
top  international  three-boat  team.  Boat 
of  the  Day  honors,  based  on  a  formula 
which  computes  the  most  competitive 
class,  went  to  Fine  Line  (ID-35),  Beau 


Geste  (Farr  49),  Hissar  (Fair  40),  Hi-Jinx 
(J/105),  and  Heatwave  (Corel  45). 

Hi-Jinx,  chartered  by  San  Francisco 
Bay  J  / 1 05  sailor  Tom  Thayer  ( Speedwell ) , 
went  on  to  take  a  close  second  in  the  J/ 
105  fleet.  Other  NorCal  boats  posting  fine 
finishes  included  Paul  Ely's  SC  52  Elyxir 
(fourth  in  PHRF  1)  and  Jessica  Lord's 
Melges  24  Twist  &  Shout  (10th  in  a  50 
boat  fleet). 

Following  are  the  top  finishers  in  each 
class,  which  is  all  we  have  space  for  this 
month.  Check  www.yachtingnet.com  for 
full  results. 

\ 

IMS  I  —  1)  Hi  Fling,  CM  60,  Irvine  Laidlaw  (Isle 
of  Man,  England),  25  points;  2)  Beau  Geste,  Farr  49, 
Karl  Kwok/Gavin  Brady  (Hong  Kong,  China),  28,  3) 
Idler,  N/M  50,  George  David  (Hartford,  CT),  30.  (9 
boats) 

IMS  II  —  1)  Brava  Q8,  Farr  40,  Pasquale  Landolfi 
(Porto  Cervo,  Italy),  20;  2)  Heatwave,  Corel  45,  Sal 
Giordano/Ken  Read  (Edgartown,  MA),  21 ;  3)  Vim  III, 
N/M  43,  J.  Craig  Speck/Peter  Holmberg  (Grand  Rap¬ 


ids,  Ml),  21.(10  boats) 

FARR  40  —  1)  Solution,  John  Thomson  (Port 
Washington,  NY),  31 ;  2)  Hissar,  Edgar  Cato  (Coco¬ 
nut  Grove,  FL),  34;  3)  Samba  Pa  Ti,  John  Kilroy  (San 
Francisco,  CA),  38.  (20  boats) 

PHRF  I  — 1)  Starlight,  ID-48,  Jay  Ecklund/Ed 
Baird  (Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL),11;2)  Fatal  Attraction,  Farr 


39,  F.  Gray  Kiger  (Norfolk,  VA),  22;  3)  Wahoo,  Sydney 
41,  Fintan  Cairns  (Dublin,  Ireland),  26.  (11  boats) 


ID-35  —  1)  War  Bride,  Pete  DuPont  (Rockland, 
ME),  37;  2)  Windquest,  Doug  DeVos  (Holland,  Ml), 
42;  3)  Spot,  Frank  Schinco  (Holland,  Ml),  45.  (21 
boats) 

PHRF  2  —  1)  Letter  of  Marque,  Melges  30,  W. 
Colahan  &  D.  Halsted  (Marblehead,  MA),  12;  2)  Wai 
Rere,  Thompson  30,  Chris  Bouzaid  (Jamestown,  Rl), 
30;  3)  Full  Circle,  Melges  30,  Sanford  Richardson 
(Hampton,  VA),  34.  (10  boats) 

PHRF  3  —  1)  Fitikoko,  Tripp  38,  Andrew  Wilson 
(Annapolis,  MD),  19;  2)  Spirit,  Dobroth  45,  David 
Fleishman  (New  Smyrna  Beach,  FL),  25;  3)  Lunatic 
Fringe,  N/M  36,  Eric  Wynsma  (Grand  Rapids,  Ml), 
34.  (13  boats) 

PHRF  4  —  1)  Snake  Eyes,  SR  33,  Tom  Ballard 
(Annapolis,  MD),19;  2)  Ragamuffin,  SR  33,  Richard 
Harris  (New  Orleans,  LA),  31;  3)  Surprise,  Mt.  Gay 
30,  Joan  Tryzelaar  (Portland,  ME),  34.  (15  boats) 
VIPER  830  —  1)  RE,  Guy  de  Boer  (Detroit,  Ml), 
21;  2)  Extreme  Measures,  Doug  Harkrider  (Flowery 
Banch,  GA),  21;  5)  Impulsive  Response,  Ted  Balfour 
(Randolph,  NJ),  25.  (8  boats) 

J/1 05  —  1 )  Phenix,  Bob  Swirbalus  (Boston,  MA), 
23;  2)  Hi-Jinx,  Tom  Thayer  (San  Francisco,  CA),  26; 
3)  Elizabeth,  Bill  Helming  (Acton,  MA),  29.  (8  boats) 
J/29  —  1 )  WOW,  A.  Rojek  &  W.  Zaleski  (City  Is- 
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1 Breakout '  is  the  top  Tuna  35  after  three  of  five 
Golden  Gate  midwinter  races. 


land,  NY),  26;  2)  Tomahawk,  Bruce  Lockwood 
(Ludlow,  VT),  32;  3)  Quick  Draw,  Robert  Rishel  (To¬ 
ledo,  OH),  33.  (12  boats) 

J/80  —  1)  Hustle,  Tim  McAdams  (E.  Greenwich, 
Rl),  20;  2)  Thrown  Together,  Vicky  Jo  Neiner  (Perth 
Amboy,  NJ),  27;  3)  Kicks,  David  Balfour  (Austin,  TX), 
31.  (13  boats) 

PHRF  5  —  1 )  Claddagh,  X-3/4  Ton,  L.  Fallon  &  J. 
Flanagan  (Marblehead,  MA),  13;  2)  Think  Blue,  Tar¬ 
tan  Ten,  Gary  Disbrow  (Vermillion,  OH),  25;  3)  Liquor 
Box,  Tartan  Ten,  Chuck  Simon  (Bay  Village,  OH),  26. 
(16  boats) 

PHRF  6  —  1)  Sazerac,  Swan  40,  Gordon  Ettie 
(Minneapolis,  MN),  17;  2)  Synchronicity,  S2-0.1, 
Michael  Phelan  (Coconut  Grove,  FL),  18;  3)  Creola, 
C&C  40,  Jack  Cavalier  (Tampa,  FL),  26.  (8  boats) 

PHRF  7—1)  Fourtune  Cookie,  B-25,  Peter  De 
Beukelaer  (Jackson,  MS),  10;  2)  Hot  Sheet,  Express 
27,  Mitch  Hnatt  (Brick,  NJ),'30;  3)  Fluffy  Flanks, 
Beneteau  FC8,  Barry  Parkoff  (San  Antonio,  TX),  35. 
(13  boats) 

HENDERSON  30  —  1 )  Speedracer,  Steve  Liebel 
[Sarasota,  FL),  20;  2)  New  Wave,  Michael  Carroll 
[Clearwater,  FL),  22;  3)  Girlfriend,  J.  Holt  &  P. 


Dimartino  (Wickford,  Rl),  33.  (11  boats) 

MUMM  30  —  1)  Sector,  Carla  Silva  (Portofino, 
Italy),  30;  2)  Malinda/lnvicta,  Massimo  Mezzaroma 
(Rome,  Italy),  35;  3)  USA  48,  B.  Allardice  &  E.  Collins 
(TriBeCa),  45.  (26  boats) 

MELGES  24  —  1)  Full  Throttle,  Brian  Porter 
(Lake  Geneva,  IL),  29;  2)  White  Loaf,  Scott  Elliott 
(Charlotte,  NC),  33;  3)  Team  Henri  Lloyd,  Vince  Brun 
(San  Diego,  CA),  46.  (50  boats) 

Golden  Gate  YC  Midwinters 

The  third  Golden  Gate  YC  Midwinter 
race,  held  on  January  2,  started  promis¬ 
ingly  in  a  15-knot  north/northwesterly 
breeze.  All  84  boats  thundered  out  of  the 
starting  blocks  on  a  white-sail  reach  to 
Blackaller,  where  they  set  kites  for  the 
colorful  reaching  parade  over  to  Harding. 
From  there,  the  10  boats  in  Division  I  took 
off  for  Blossom  Rock,  while  the  rest  of  the 
fleet  jibed  and  began  running  toward  Fort 
Mason. 

From  there,  the  race  deteriorated  as 
the  wind  lightened  near  the  Cityfront.  Get¬ 
ting  around  #6  in  the  raging  ebb  was 
tricky  the  first  time  and,  after  another  lap 


back  to  Harding  for  the  mid-range  boats, 
almost  impossible  the  second.  "I'd  say  the 
majority  of  the  fleet  flunked  Bay  Currents 
101,"  observed  race  chair  Jeff  Zarwell. 
"They  forgot  to  use  the  Alcatraz  Cone." 

But  the  wind  eventually  filled,  and 
most  boats  managed  to  limp  back  to  the 
clubhouse  finish  line.  One  boat,  the  J / 
105  Capricorn ,  was  swept  past  the  finish 
and  spent  half  an  hour  working  their  way 
back  upcurrent.  "Two  Scoops  had  the  best 
finish,"  claimed  Zarwell.  "They  drifted 
across  the  line  backwards!" 

DIV.  I  (0-64)  —  1)  Rosebud,  SC  52,  Roger  Stur¬ 
geon;  2)  Sceptre,  J/130,  Bob  Musor;  3)  Cha  Ching, 
BH  41 ,  Scooter  Simmons;  4)  Peregrine,  Mumm  30, 
David  Thomson;  5)  Raven,  N/M  39,  Mark  Thomas. 
(10  boats) 

DIV.  II  (65-99)  —  1 )  Yucca,  8-Meter,  Hank  Easom; 
2)  Navigator,  Soverel  33,  The  Melbostads;  3)  Razz- 
berries,  Olson  34,  The  Nesbits.  (7  boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (1 00-1 52)  —  1 )  El  Raton,  Express  27,  Ray 
Lotto;  2)  Uno,  WylieCat  30,  Steve  Wonner;  3)  Silkye, 
WylieCat  30,  Larry  Riley.  (9  boats) 

DIV.  IV  (153-197)  —  1)  Strait  Jacket,  Mull  22, 
Ben  Haket;  2)  Roadhouse  Blues,  Hawkfarm,  Torben 
Bentsen;  3)  Zarpa,  Newport  30,  George  Gurrola.  (9 
boats) 

DIV.  V  (1 98-up)  —  1 )  Yachtsea,  Santana  22,  un¬ 
known;  2)  Listing,  Ranger  24,  Tmothy  Ballard;  3) 
Dulcenia,  Coronado  27,  John  Slivka.  (9  boats) 
11:METRE  —  1)  Piper  Jaffray,  Mike  Ratiani.  (2 
boats) 

EXPRESS  37  —  1 )  Expeditious,  Bartz  Schneid¬ 
er;  2)  Spindrift  V,  Larry  &  Lynn  Wright.  (4  boats) 

J/1 05  —  1 )  Blackhawk,  Dean  Dietrich;  2)  Speed¬ 
well,  Thayer/Watts;  3)  Irrational  Again,  Jaren  Leet; 
4)  Walloping  Swede,  Tom  Kassberg;  5)  Capricorn, 
Bill  Booth.  (11  boats) 

SANTANA  35  —  1)  Breakout,  Lloyd  Ritchie.  (3 
boats) 

dtAL  29  —  1 )  Serendipity,  Tom  Bruce;  2)  Boog- 
A-Loo,  Julia  Yost/Nancy  Rogers.  (5  boats) 

KNARR  —  1)  Lord  Nelson,  John  Jenkins;  2) 
Shadow,  Steve  Wagner.  (5  boats) 

FOLKBOAT —  1)  Ingrid,  Tom  McBroom;  2)  Tulla, 
Mike  Robinson.  (6  boats) 

BEAR  —  1)  Circus  Bear,  Bob  Jones;  2)  Little 
Dipper,  John  Bambara.  (4  boats) 

OYC  Brunch  Series 

Oakland  YC's  low-key  Sunday  Brunch 
Series  is  off  to  its  best  start  ever,  with  40 
boats  registered  for  the  fun  five-race  Es¬ 
tuary  series.  Despite  rain  and  distractions 
on  the  boob  tube,  30  boats  have  competed 
in  the  first  two  races,  held  January  3  and 
17.  Winds  for  both  races  were  light  and 
fluky,  with  just  enough  rain  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  race  to  make  everyone  feel  like  they 
were  "braving  the  elements."  Competition 
remains  keen,  with  only  one  boat  —  Jim 
Newport's  Thunderbird  Lyric  in  the  non- 
spinny  group  —  registering  two  bullets. 

Five  fleets  are  going  at  it  in  the  Brunch 
Series,  including  a  new  class  for  168ish 
'Estuary  killers'  like  the  Merit  25s.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Newport  30  sailor  George  Gurrola, 
this  development  was  greeted  with  enthu- 
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siasm  by  the  owners  of  similarly-rated 
crab  crushers,  who  historically  have  a 
tough  time  competing  against  the  smaller, 
lighter  boats  in  the  flat  water  and  light 
winds  of  the  Estuary. 

The  series  continues  on  February  7 
and  2 1 ,  and  ends  on  March  7.  Single  race 
entries  are  allowed.  "Is  there  anything  bet¬ 
ter  to  do  after  church  and  before  dinner?" 
asked  Gurrola  rhetorically. 

FLEET  A  (spinnaker,  0-147)  —  1)  Jabiru,  J/35, 
West/Dunn,  2.75  points;  2)  Rascal,  Wilderness  30, 
Pat  Brown,  3.75;  3)  Sassy,  Soverel  33-2,  John 
Lowengart,  7.  (7  boats) 

FLEET  B  (spinnaker,  171 -up)  —  1)  Flying  Cloud, 
Ranger  23,  Bruce  Baker,  2.75  points;  2)  Lelo  Too, 
Tartan  30,  Emile  Carles,  6;  3)  Irish  Lady,  Catalina 
30,  Mike  Mahoney,  7.  (9  boats) 

FLEET  C  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Lyric, 
Thunderbird,  Jim  Newport,  1.5  points;  2)  Sandman, 
Beneteau  305,  Chris  Noe,  6;  3)  Meme,  Newport  30, 
Norm  Guest,  9.  (9  boats) 

FLEET  D  (Columbia  5.5)  —  1)  Jaguar,  Chris 
Corlett,  4.75  points;  2)  (tie)  Wings,  Mike  Jackson,  and 
Maverik,  Mike  Keller,  5.  (8  boats) 

FLEET  E  (spinnaker,  150-170)  —  1)  CK  Porter, 
Merit  25,  Cindy  Surdez,  3.75  points;  2)  Usual  Sus¬ 
pects,  Merit  25,  Steve  Zevanove,  5;  3)  Ditch  Witch, 
Merit  25,  Linda  Purdy,  7.75.  (7  boats) 

Three  Bridge  Fiasco 

The  Singlehanded  Sailing  Society's 
annual  22-mile  Three  Bridge  Fiasco, 
held  on  the  mostly  gray  day  of  January 
23,  attracted  180-some  starters.  The 
reverse  handicap  start  began  in  mere 
zephyrs,  stacking  the  deck  against  the 
little  boats  and  setting  the  stage  for  a 
big  boat  sweep.  In  fact,  Bill  Erkelens, 
Sr.,  and  the  ubiquitous  Mark, Rudiger 
were  last  to  start  and  first  to  finish  with 
Bill's  Tornado  catamaran  E-2.  First 
monohull  home  was  Steen  Moller's  lean 
X-119  X-Dream,  with  Mike  Warren 
crewing. 

A  total  of  202  boats  signed  up,  183 
started,  and  162  finished  —  the  most 
finishers  ever!  We  received  a  hand¬ 
written  synopsis  of  the  class  winners, 
which  follows.  The  rest  of  the  results 
were  unavailable  at  presstime.  Check 
www.sf-bay.sss.org  for  the  full  story. 

SINGLEHANDED: 

DIV.  I  (multihull)  —  No  starters. 

DIV.  II  (0-129)  —  1)  Punk  Dolphin,  Wylie  38, 
Jonathan  Livingston,  (10  boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (130-168)  —  1)  Starbuck,  Black  Soo,  Greg 
Nelson.  (11  boats) 

DIV.  IV  (169-up)  —  1)  Dulcenea,  Coronado  27, 
John  Slivka.  (7  boats) 

DIV.  V  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Berserker,  Ericson 
38,  Mark  Deppe.  (10  boats) 

DOUBLEHANDED: 

DIV.  I  (multihulls)  —  1)  E-2,  Tornado,  Bill  Erkelens, 
Sr./Mark  Rudiger.  (7  boats) 


DIV.  II  (0-1 29)  —  1 )  X-Dream,  X-1 1 9,  Steen  Moller/ 
Mike  Warren.  (36  boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (130-1168)  —  1)  Motorcycle  Irene,  Ex¬ 
press  27,  Will  &  Fred  Paxton.  (27  boats) 

DIV.  IV  (169-up)  —  1)  Talisman  Banana,  J/22, 
Gary  Albright.  (30  boats) 

DIV.  V  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Bacarat,  Peterson 
34,  Dave  Reed/Jackie  O'Dell.  (14  boats) 

SF  30-FOOTERS  —  1)  Borderline,  Olson  911- 
S,  Bill  &  Jane  Charron.  (3  boats) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1 )  Shenanigans,  Nick  Gibbens/ 
Dave  Gruver.  (4  boats)  -:.v 

MOORE  24  —  1)  Gruntled,  Becky  Jones/Bart 
Hackworth.  (25  boats) 

J/105  —  1)  Aquavit,  Roy  Steiner/John  Skinner. 
(5  boats) 

OLSON  30  —  1)  Run  Wild,  Dale  Irving/Roland 
Brun.  (6  boats) 

RYC  Small  Boat  Midwinters 

The  second  of  four  Richmond  YC  Small 
Boat  Midwinters  drew  only  119  boats, 
down  from  175  last  month.  The  timing  of 
the  regatta  —  Sunday,  January  3  —  was 
the  culprit,  as  it  was  the  tail  end  of  the 
Christmas  holiday  and  many  families 
were  away  on  vacation.  The  dinghy  ad¬ 
dicts  that  did  attend  were  treated  to  a 
sunny  day,  with  the  maximum  amount 
of  races  sailed  despite  a  5.5>-knot  ebb. 

About  half  the  fleet  consisted  of  one- 
man  El  Toros  (19  adults,  18  juniors)  and 
Lasers  (25  boats).  The  Paxton  and  Nash 
dynasties  accounted  for  five  of  the  top  six 
places  in  the  Senior  Toro  class,  while 
young  J.V.  Gilmour  demolished  the  Jun¬ 
ior  Toros  again  with  straight  bullets. 
Meanwhile,  Simon  Bell  and  Ned  Niccolls 


‘Strait  Jacket '  works  her  way  down  the  City  front 
in  the  early  hours  of  the  Fiasco.  Inset:  overall 
monohull  winner  Steen  Moller  of  'X-Dream'. 


ended  up  tied  for  first  after  three  Laser 
races. 

The  series  continues  on  February  7. 
Any  centerboard  class  that  can  scrape  to¬ 
gether  five  or  more  boats  is  welcome  to 
race  as  a  one  design  group.  "Get  your 
friends  organized  and  come  join  us!"  said 
Caroline  Groen,  one  of  about  20  volun¬ 
teers  working  behind  the  scenes  at  this 
fun,  family-oriented  regatta. 

EL  TORO,  SR.  —1)  Will  Paxton,  13  points;  2) 
Fred  Paxton,  20;  3)  Chris  Nash,  21 ;  4)  Gordie  Nash, 
21;  5)  Robert  Hrubes,  33;  6)  Nick  Nash,  33;  7)  John 
Amen,  34;  8)  Hank  Easom,  35;  9)  Dan  Seifers,  46; 
10)  Jim  Wondolleck,  48.  (19  boats) 

EL  TORO,  JR.  —  1)  JV  Gilmour,  5  points;  2) 
George  Granelli,  15;  3)  Ben  Amen,  19;  4)  Brendan 
Daly,  21;  5)  Boris  Guzman,  27;  6)  Matt  Spevak,  35; 
7)  Henry  Nieuwstad,  39;  8)  Meghan  Castruccio,  52; 
9)  Cory  Lutchansky,  54;  10)  Coleman  Ruggles,  56. 
(1 8  boats) 

INTERNATIONAL  14  —  1)  Disario/Fenollio.  (3 
boats) 

INTERNATIONAL  CANOE  —  1 )  (tie)  Del  Olsen  & 
Erich  Chase.  (5  boats) 

505  —  1)  (tie)  Willis/Herzber  &  Byron/Winter;  3) 
Collins/Richards.  (7  boats) 

LIGHTNING  —  1)  Mike  Molina;  2)  Fred  Chandler. 
(5  boats) 

THISTLE  —  1)  Mark  Stahl  &  Dan  Clark.  (5  boats) 

WYLIE  WABBIT —  1)  (tie)  Stewart/Bates  &  Andy 
Hamilton;  3)  Colin  Moore.  (8  boats) 

LASER  —  1)  (tie)  Simon  Bell  &  Ned  Niccolls;  3) 
Kimbal  Hall;  4)  Tracy  Usher;  5)  Derek  Meyer;  6)  Alex 
Buddington;  7)  Tim  Knowles.  (25  boats) 
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FINN  —  1)  Michael  Moore;  2)  Brian  Pace.  (5 
boats) 

SNIPE  —  1)  (tie)  Binder/Paradisa  &  Pontious/ 
Pontious;  3)  Casalaina/Fang.  (7  boats) 

LIDO  —  1)  Joe  Doering.  (3  boats) 

BYTE  —  1)  Karin  Knowles;  2)  Michdle  Log&n.  (5 
boats) 

PORTSMOUTH  —  1)  Greg  Rogers,  Banshee;  2) 
Casey  Pelletier,  Laser  II;  3)  Jay  McCutchen,  FJ;  4) 
Abigail  Baxley,  Las$r  II.  (9  boats) 

EYC  Jack  Frost  Midwinters 

Encinal  YC's  third  Jack  Frost  Midwin- 


which  is  less  time  than  most  boats  spend 
commuting  to  the  starting  line.  But  no 
one  was  complaining  —  half  an  hour  af¬ 
ter  the  last  boat  finished,  the  wind  died 
and  it  started  to  rain. 

CLASS  A-1  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Meme,  New¬ 
port  30,  Norm  Guest.  (1  boat) 

SANTANA  22—1)  Riff  Raff,  Colin  Gilboy;  2) 
Yacht  Sea,  Heidi  Schmidt.  (4  boats) 

CLASS  B-1  (181 -up)  —  1)  Jubilee,  Ariel,  Don 
Morrison;  2)  Amigos,  Cal  20,  Mr.  Navarra;  3)  Lyric, 
o)  Thunderbird,  Jim  Newport.  (8  boats) 

>  180-RATERS  —  1)  Voyager,  Ranger  29,  Don 
o  Pruzan;  2)  Trey  Shay,  Catalina  30,  John  Jacobs.  (4 
<  boats) 

CATALINA 34  (non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Mottley,  Chris 
Owen;  2)  Wind  Dragon,  Dave  Davis;  3)  Allegro,  Jack 
Lambert.  (7  boats)  ' 

CLASS  D-1  (144-179)  —  1)  Chesapeake,  Merit 
25,  Jim  Fair;  2)  Bewitched,  Merit  25,  Loraine  Salmon. 
(5  boats) 

HAWKFARM  —  1)  El  Gavilan,  Nick  Nash.  (3 
boats) 

CLASS  E-1  (93-143)  —  1)  Silkye,  WylieCat  30, 
Steve  Seal;  2)  Bloom  County,  Mancebo  31,  The 
Ondrys;  3)  Stop  Making  Sense,  Soverel  33,  Dean . 
Briggs.  (9  boats) 

CLASS  F-1  (0-92)  —  1)  Jabiru,  J/35,  Bill  West. 
(3  boats)  '  '/ 

SPORTBOATS  —  1)  Abracadabra  II,  Antrim  27, 
Dennis  Surte.es;  2)  Smokin',  Melges  24,  Mike  Rettie; 
3)  Owslarah,  Antrim  27,  Joseph  Melino.  (7  boats) 
MULTIHULL —  No  starters. 

BYC/MYCO  Midwinters 

The  third  of  four  weekends  in  the  Ber¬ 
keley/Metropolitan  YC  Midwinters  oc¬ 
curred  on  the  nippy  weekend  of  January 

9- 10.  A  whopping  129-boat  fleet  enjoyed 
a  pleasant  race  on  Saturday,  with  a  crisp 

10-  knot  northwesterly  propelling  them 
around  the  standard  8.8-mile  Olympic 


noted  race  chairman  Bobbi  Tosse.  'The 
Antrim  guys  were  all  begging  for  a  twice- 
around  course!” 

About  the  only  sailor  who  wasn't  happy 
with  the  mellow  day  was  Motorcycle  Irene 
skipper  Will  Paxton,  who  sailed  brilliantly 
to  ostensibly  win  the  27-boat  Express  27 
class  by  a  comfortable  margin  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  month  in  a  row.  Irene  got  the  gun, 
and  it  wasn't  until  Monday  morning  that 
Paxton  learned  from  one  of  his  competi¬ 
tors  that  he'd  been  over  early  at  the  start. 
"Ouch,  that  was  a  bad  way  to  start  the 
week,"  lamented  Will.  "At  least  it  was  only 
a  midwinter  race,  and  not  the  Nationals!" 

Another  Express  27  frontrunner,  Nick 
Gibbens'  Shenanigans,  dropped  out  after 
brushing  the  leeward  mark,  a  day  marker, 
and  shredding  their  mainsail.  "It  was  a 
total  brain  fade,"  admitted  Gibbens.  "We 
could  have  finished,  maybe  even  in  the 
top  five.  But  after  an  OCS  last  month  and 
then  this,  we'd  lost  our  will  to  compete." 

Sunday's  race  was  similar  to  Sat¬ 
urday's,  though  only  46  boats  came  out 
to  play.  Once  again,  the  race  started  on 
time  in  a  crisp  northwesterly  and  used 
H'  as  the  upwind  mark.  "It  was  decidedly 
colder,"  noted  Bobbi.  'The  same  Antrim 
guys  were  happy  to  be  first  in,  with  no 
whining  about  going  twice  around." 

This  excellent  series,  which  is  the  pre¬ 
mier  one  design  venue  for  midwinter  rac¬ 
ing,  concludes  on  February  13-14.  The 
awards  ceremony  will  be  held  after  the 
BYC/MYCO  Midwinters  Champion  of 
Champions  Race  on  February  28. 

SATURDAY.  JANUARY  9: 

biv.  A  (0-144)  —  1)  Zilla,  B-25,  Brent  Draney;  2) 
Bloodvessel,  B-25,  Bernard  Slabeck;  3)  Advantage 


ters  attracted  51  boats  to  their  Treasure 
Island  starting  line  on  Saturday,  Janu¬ 
ary  16.  A  nice  10-15  knot  westerly  and 
sunny  skies  allowed  £he  fleet  to  get  in  a 
somewhat  short  race  —  4.8  miles  for  the 
big  boats  and  4  miles  for  the  little  ones. 

The  racing  only  lasted  about  an  hour, 


Antrim  27  one  design  racing  at  January's  BYC / 
MYCO  Midwinters.  Turn  the  page  for  more. 


course.  A  shift  to  the  north  near  the  end 
of  the  race  turned  the  last  leg  into  a  pa¬ 
rade,  but  that’s  almost  to  be  expected  in 
this  seri'es.  "It  was  a  great  day  for  racing," 


3,  Pat  &  Will  Benedict;  4)  Jeannette,  Tartan  Ten,  Harry 
King.  (9  boats) 

SF  30-FOOTERS  (126-141)  —  1)  Ixxis,  Olson 
911-S,  Ed  Durbin;  2)  Jane  Doe,  Olson  911 -SE,  Bob 
Izmarian;  3)  Shanti,  Olson  911  -SE,  Dave  Fain.  (7 
boats) 

DIV.  B  (1 47-1 68)  —  1 )  El  Gavilan,  Hawkfarm,  Nick 
Nash;  2)  Chesapeake,  Merit  25,  Jim  Fair;  3) 
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Synchronicity,  Olson  25,  Jim  Johnson.  (7  boats) 
DIV.  C  (1 71  -up)  —  1 )  Jubilee,  Ariel,  Don  Morrison; 
2)  Chaos,  Ranger  23,  Tim  Stapleton;  3)  Freyja, 
Catalina  27,  Frank  Van  Kirk;  4)  Argonaut,  Cal  2-29, 
Jim  Garvine;  5)  Lelo  Too,  Tartan  30,  Emile  Carles. 
(14  boats) 

ANTRIM  27  —  1)  Arch  Angel,  Bryce  Griffith;  2) 
Owslarah,  Joseph  Melino.  (5  boats) 

MELGES  24  —  1)  Sea  Monster,  John  Oldham; 


2)  Mary  Don't  Surf,  Eastham/Williams;  3)  SUV,  David 
Wadbrook.  (9  boats) 

OLSON  30  —  1 )  Saint  Anne,  Bruce  Heckman;  2) 
Hoot,  Andy  Macfie;  3)  White  Knuckles,  Dan  Ben¬ 
jamin;  4)  Run  Wild,  Dale  Irving;  5)  Family  Hour, 
Bilafer  Family.  (14  boats) 

J/29  —  1)  5150,  Hans  Bigall;  2)  Wave  Dancer, 
Richard  Leevey;  3)  Power  Play,  Gordon  Smith.  (7 
boats) 


EXPRESS  27  —  1)  Mad  House,  Mike  DeVries; 
2)  Flying  Circus,  Gene  Ryley;  3)  Cotton  Candy, 
Ralph  Morgan;  4)  New  Wave,  Buzz  Blackett;  5)  Mi¬ 
rage,  Terry  Cobb;  6)  Baffett,  T.  Baffico/F.  Baskett;  7) 
Swamp  Donkey,  Scott  Sellers;  8)  Frog  In  French, 
Kame  Richards;  9)  Jalapeno,  John  Stewart;  10) 
Peaches,  John  Rivlin.  (27  boats) 

MOORE  24  —  1 )  Gruntled,  Simon  Winer;  2)  Half 
Off,  T.  Carlov/A.  Hall;  3)  Free  Flight,  Pat  Mitchell.  (9 
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Scenes  from  January's  BYC/MYCO  Saturday 
Midwinters.  All  photos  'iatitude'/rob. 


oats) 

j/24  —  1)  Nixon  Was  Cool,  David  Wiard;  2) 
Vonder  Woman,  Tom  Kennelly;  3)  Casual  Contact, 
Jon  Oliver;  4)  Downtown  Uproar,  Wayne  Clough; 
,)  Jam  Neal  Ruxton;  6)  Rail  to  Rail,  Rich  Jepsen;  7) 
fincitore,  Ed  Martin.  (15  boats) 


NEWPORT  30  —  1)  Topgallant,  Frank  Hinman; 
2)  Ruckus,  Paul  Von  Wiedenfield;  3)  Fast  Freight, 
Bob  Harford.  (7  boats) 

SUNDAY.  JANUARY  10: 

DIV.  I  (0-90)  —  1 )  Sea  Monster,  Melges  24,  John 
Oldham.  (3  boats) 

DIV.  II  (93-147)  —  1)  Family  Hour,  Olson  30, 
Bilafer  Family;  2)  Team  Tahoe,  J/29,  Richard  Stout. 


(5  boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (150-168)  —  1)  El  Gavilan,  Hawkfarm, 
Nick  Nash;  2)  Gruntled,  Moore  24,  Simon  Winer;  3) 
Boogie  Woogie,  Ranger  33,  Michael  Yovino- Young; 
4)  Free  Fall,  Moore  24,  Fred  Cox.  (10  boats) 

DIV.  IV  (171-up)  —  1)  Antares,  Islander  30  Mk. 
II,  Larry  Telford;  2)  Latin  Lass,  Catalina  27,  Bill 
Chapman;  3)  Freyja,  Catalina  27,  Frank  Van  Kirk.  (8 
boats) 
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OLSON  30—1)  Cisco,  Olson  29,  Gary 
Redelberger;  2)  Run  Wild,  Dale  Irving;  3)  Corsair, 
Don  Newman.  (8  boats) 

WABBIT  —  1)  Kwazy,  Colin  Moore;  2)  Furrari, 
Pete  &  Angie  Rowland.  (4  boats) 

EXPRESS  27  —  1)  Swamp  Donkey,  Scott  Sell¬ 
ers;  2)  Mirage,  Terry  Cobb;  3)  Surfari,  Bill  Hoffman. 
(8  boats) 

Sausalito  YC  Midwinters 

Participants  in  the  third  race  of  the 
Sausalito  YC's  Midwinter  Series  were 
treated  to  ideal  conditions  on  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon,  January  3.  Blue  skies  and  warm 
weather  complemented  an  8- 12  knot  vary¬ 
ing  northerly  breeze.  Twenty- eight  boats 
(out  of  35  registered)  started  in  a  3. 1 -knot 
flood,  which  switched  to  a  5.1 -knot  ebb 
during  the  twice- around  negotiation  of 
Little  Harding,  Belvedere  and  Big  Harding 
buoys. 

Shifting  winds  turned  most  of  the  legs 
into  reaches  —  not  a  bad  thing,  as  it 
turned  out.  "Everyone  was  in  a  big  hurry 
to  get  back  to  the  clubhouse  to  watch  the 
49ers  beat  the  Packers  on  the  big-screen 
TV,"  claimed  race  chairman  Frank  Drouil- 
lard.  ^ 

DIV.  I  (big  spinnaker)  —  1 )  Power  Play,  J/29,  Gor¬ 
don  Smith;  2)  Razzberries,  Olson  34,  Bruce  &  Lina 
Nesbit.  (4  boats) 

DIV.  II  (liltle  spinnaker)  —  1)  Perezoso,  Excalibur 


'Ingrid',  one  of  three  SC  52s  in  the  Puerto  Vaiiarta 
Race.  Another  local  SC  52,  'Elyxir',  is  currently 
on  a  Caribbean  tour. 


26,  Davis/Nehms/Sargent;  2)  MyToy,  Ranger  26,  Dave 
Adams;  3)  Lysistrata,  Excalibur  26,  Jeff  Hutter.  (8 
boats) 

DIV.  Ill  (big  non-spinnaker)  —  1)  Bacarat,  Peter¬ 
son  34,  Dave  Reed;  2)  Trinity,  C&C  37,  Greg  Klein;  3) 
Private  Reserve,  Dehler  34,  John  Phillips.  (7  boats) 
DIV.  IV  (medium  non-spinnaker)  — 1)  Roeboat, 


Catalina  30,  Rod  Decker;  2)  Amanda,  Newport  35, 
Pat  Broderick.  (4  boats) 

DIV.  V  (little  non-spinnaker)  —  1)  P-Trap,  Cal  20, 
Gerry  Gorski;  2)  Tackful,  Santana  22,  Frank  Lawler. 
(5  boats) 

Puerto  Vaiiarta  Race 

Del  Rey  YC's  15th  biennial  Puerto 
Vaiiarta  Race  is  shaping  up  to  be  the  best 
one  in  years.  A  record  fleet  of  38  boats  — 
26  racers  and  12  cruisers' —  is  poised  to 
start  on  February  12  (cruisers)  and  Feb¬ 
ruary  17-  19  (racers).  Most  of  the  boats  are 
fairly  big,  and  ten  of  them  have  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  threats  to  the  I^acGregor  65 
Joss’s  1985  record  run  of  4  days,  23 
hours.  That's  one  of  the  longest- stand¬ 
ing  records  on  the  West  Coast  now,  and 
is  overdue  to  be  broken. 

The  two  biggest  boats  in  the  fleet,  the 
Mull  83  Sorcery  and  custom  100- footer 
Christine,  wall  race  in  the  maxi  class,  while 
the  jumbo  cat  Double  Bullet  will  be  the 
lone  entry  in  the  multihull  exhibition 
class.  Four  turbos  —  Magnitude, 
Zephyrus  IV,  Renegade  and  Front  Runner 
(ex-Victoria)  —  will  compete,  as  will  four 
ULDB  70s  (Taxi,  Evo,  GI  and  Mongoose ). 
A  surprisingly  healthy  fleet  of  50-footers 
is  also  entered  (see  last  month's  Race 
Sheet  for  the  entry  list) . 

Northern  California  will  be  ably  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  1, 125-mile  downwind  race 
from  Marina  del  Rey  to  PV,  with  eight  good 
boats  entered.  NorCal  sailors  defecting  to 
Southern  Californian  boats  include  Carl 
Schumacher  ( Bushioacker ),  Hogan  Beatie 
and  Ian  Klitza  (Grand  Illusion),  Dee  Smith 
(Magnitude),  Will  Paxton  and  John 
Sweeney  (Sorcerer)  and  no  doubt  others 
we  haven't  heard  about  yet.  Here's  a  quick 
peek  at  our  local  contingent,  listed  in  al¬ 
phabetical  order: 

Blue  Chip  —  Walt  Logan  will  be  sail¬ 
ing  his  Farr  40  with  just  five  others:  navi¬ 
gator  Carlos  Badell,  Roland  Brun,  Doug 
Frolich,  Robert  Flowerman  and  Hawaiian 
rigger  Ty  Prine.  They’ll  be  plenty  powered- 
up  with  two  new  masthead  kites,  but 
they’re  lacking  in  the  accommodations  de¬ 
partment.  But  after  the  last  PV  Race  on 
Logan's  previous  steed,  a  tiny  Mumm  36, 
this  trip  will  be  a  piece  of  cake.  Blue  Chip 
will  also  do  the  following  week's  MEXORC 
regatta  (February  28-March  3),  with  Sea- 
don  Wijsen  flying  in  to  augment  the 
afterguard. 

Charisma  —  Dave  Sallows,  formerly 
of  SC  50  Dolphin  Dance  fame,  will  be  sail¬ 
ing  his  1994  Andrews  56  with  friends 
Dave  Grandin,  Chris  Chapman,  Rhett 
Smith,  John  Kerslake,  Dominic  Marchal, 
and  two  others  TBA.  Sallows  bought  Cha¬ 


risma,  which  previously  resided  in  New¬ 
port  Beach,  a  year  ago,  and  has  been  win¬ 
tering  it  in  Ensenada.  He  is  open  to  the 
idea  of  sailing  in  MEXORC  before  bring¬ 
ing  the  boat  home,  but  still  needs  to  find 
crew. 

Ingtrid  —  This  is  the  'cruisiest'  of  the 
trio  of  SC  52s  entered,  featuring  a  short 
aluminum  rig  and  a  full  cruising  interior 
They  are  accordingly  rated  the  slowest  of 
the  three  sisterships,  despite  their  slightly 
oversized  main  and  kites.  Owner  Bill 
Turpin  and  boat  captain  Jay  Crum  have 
signed  up  navigator  Skip  Allan,  Andre 
Lacour,  Jay  Parry,  Jack  Otis  and  one  or 
two  others  TBA.  This  is  Turpin's  first  real 
ocean  race,  a  shakedown  for  this  sum¬ 
mer's  TransPac.  Skip  will  deliver  the  boat 
back  home  after  the  race. 

Pegasus  —  Hall  and  Wendy  Palmer  are 
taking  their  Hunter  54  in  the  cruising  di¬ 
vision,  sailing  with  just  one  other  couple, 
former  MORA  buddy  Steve  Gould  and  his 
wife  Louise.  A  veteran  of  three  Baja  Ha- 
Ha's,  Palmer  is  quite  familiar  with  rally¬ 
racing  to  Mexico.  'This  was  kind  of  a  spur 
of  the  moment  decision,"  he  said  in  mid- 
Januaiy.  "I  just  got  back  from  bringing 
the  boat  up  from  La  Paz.  It's  just  like  to¬ 
bogganing  —  you  drag  the  boat  uphill, 
and  then  yoq  ride  down  again!" 

Hall  plans  to  sail  Pegasus  to  La  Paz 
again  after  the  race,  with  an  eye  towards 
more  cruising  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  The 
Palmers  keep  another  cruising  boat  on  the 
East  Coast,  a  Beneteau  53f5  currently  in 
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lost  prior  to  last  summer's  Pacific  Cup. 
They've  also  got  a  4-foot  penalty  pole,  two 
gigantic  asymmetrical  kites  and  an  over¬ 
sized  main  —  they'll  definitely  be  the  first 
SC  52  to  finish. 

Taking  a  page  from  the  Dave  Wahle 
playbook,  Vitesse  won't  stick  around  in 
PV  for  an  extra  minute  after  the  race. 
"We’ve  got  to  get  back  for  the  Taljiti  Race 
in  early  May,  which  is  the  real  focus  of 
this  project,"  said  Commodore. 

Zephyrus  IV —  This  state-of-the-art 
R/P  75  turbosled  has  dropped  two  car¬ 
bon  fiber  rigs  now,  one  in  its  TransPac 
debut  in  '97  and  again  in  the  '98  Pacific 
Cup.  After  sitting  at  a  private  dock  in 
Brickyard  Cove  for  six  months,  the  boat 
finally  has  a  new  stouter  Omohundru  rig 
in  it  and  is  sailing  again.  "Hopefully,  the 
third  time's  a  charm,”  said  boat  manager 
John  Driscoll.  "The  first  rig  weighed  250 
pounds;  the  second  one  was  285;  and  this 
one,  at  320  pounds,  should  be  substan¬ 
tially  better." 

The  rig  isn't  all  that  owners  Bob  McNeil 
and  John  Parrish  have  beefed  up  for  this 
race.  The  crew  has  been  seriously  up¬ 
graded,  too  —  Jeff  Madrigali  and  John 
Bertrand  (from  Annapolis)  will  be  primary 
drivers,  and  Mark  Rudiger  will  navigate. 
Other  crew  are  Dave  Culver,  Mark  Simms, 
Chris  Busch,  and  Big  Mike’  Howard. 

If  you  want  to  follow  the  race,  Del  Rey 
YC  will  be  posting  daily  position  reports 
on  www.dryc.org.  Computer  illiterates 
can  dial  (310)  823-3842  for  a  recorded 
phone  message. 


Race  Notes 

Sale  boats  of  the  month:  Lew  Beery  has 
sold  his  highly  successful  Andrews  43  It's 
OK!  to  Santa  Barbara's  Ron  Melville,  who 
previously  owned  the  Andrews  39  Impact. 
Beery  is  expected  to  begin  building  a  flat- 
out  Alan  Andrews-designed  50-footer 


'The  hard-luck  'Zephyrus  IV'  is  overdue  fora  vic¬ 
tory.  Look  for  'Z'  and  Magnitude'  to  duke  it  out 
for  line  honors  in  the  PV  Race. 

Miami. 

Rosebud  —  Roger  Sturgeon  is  return¬ 
ing  to  the  fray  with  essentially  the  same 
lineup  he  took  on  last  summer's  Pacific 
Cup:  Dave  Hodges,  Jack  Halterman,  Rob 
Schuyler,  Gary  Evans,  Robin  Jeffers  and 
Beat  Naef.  Rosebud,  which  is  a  really  hip 
name  for  a  sled  (think  Citizen  Kane),  rates 
between  Ingrid  and  Vitesse.  The  boat  has 
a  short  aluminum  rig,  penalty  poles  and 
wider  kites,  and  a  slightly  racier  interior 
(one  head  instead  of  two).  "We're  still 
thinking  about  hanging  around  for 
MEXORC,"  said  Hodges. 

Surprise  —  Steve  and  Susan  Cham¬ 
berlin  are  sailing  their  one-year-old  blue 
Schumacher  46  in  the  Cruising  Division. 
It's  the  start  of  a  four-month  Mexican 
cruise  for  the  Pt.  Richmond  couple,  who 
are  taking  sabbaticals  from  their  day  jobs 
as  a  real  estate  developer  (Steve)  and  an 
architect/project  manager  (Susan).  "It's 
a  warm-up  for  a  longer  cruise  someday," 
says  Steve,  who  intends  to  keep  in  touch 
with  friends  via  'sail-mail'. 

The  Chamberlins  have  loaded  down 
their  boat  with  cases  of  wine,  fishing  poles, 
a  dodger,  the  roller-furler,  and  even  a 
barbecue  hanging  off  the  stern  —  "full 
cruise  mode,"  chuckled  Steve.  They'll  have 
different  crew  on  all  the  legs,  including 
Bob  Bascom,  Ted  Kelly,  Allison  Lehman, 
Jeriy  Keefe  and  Bill  Williams.  Surprise 


will  return  to  the  Bay  Area  in  May,  head¬ 
ing  nortl?  as  the  weather  improves.  . 

Vitesse  —  Bill  Siegel's  fire-engine-red 
SC  52  ( ex-Two  Dog  Gone)  will  make  its 
turbo  debut  in  this  race,  which  doubles 
as  a  tune-up  for  their  upcoming  Tahiti 
Race  record  attempt.  Her  crew  consists 
of  boat  captain  Commodore  Tompkins, 
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The  Schumacher  46  'Surprise'  should  do  well 
in  the  Cruising  Division. 


Nancy  Potter,  Dave  Wahle,  Jonathan 
Livingston,  Eric  Steinberg,  Robin  Sodaro 
and  Malcolm  Park.  They'll  be  sailing  with 
a  new  HiTech  Composite  carbon  rig, 
which  is  five  feet  taller  than  the  rig  they 


February,  1 999  •  UliXujL  3?  •  Page  !  89 


THE  RACING 


soon.  .  .  Bruce  Schwab  just  sold  his  beau¬ 
tiful  30  Square  Meter  Rumbleseat  to 
Robin  Tattersall  of  Tortola,  BVL  Schwab 
had  "mixed  emotions"  about  the  sale,  hav¬ 
ing  restored  the  boat  for  13  years  before 
campaigning  it  for  5.  He  has  no  immedi¬ 
ate  plans  for  another  boat,  preferring  to 
remain  a  'free  agent'  for  awhile. 

Pete  Peters  of  Sausalito,  who  races  the 
Olson  25  Red  Stripe,  has  acquired  the 
Express  34  No  Tickets  (hull  #5),  which  he 
renamed  Traveler.  Pete  intends  to  enter 
some  shorthanded  races  with  his  new 
steed,  hopefully  leading  to  the  SSS  Trans- 
Pac  in  2000.  .  .  Another  99-rater,  the  Ex¬ 
press  34  Endurance,  was  recently  pur¬ 
chased  by  Eliel  Redstone,  who  previously 
campaigned  the  Express  27  Yeofy.  Mike 
Condon,  Endurance's  former  owner,  has 
ordered  a  Farr  40. 

Dockside  rumor  is  that  the  red-hot 
Ross  35  Revs,  which  was  seriously  roast¬ 
ed  in  a  dockside  fire  last  winter,  was  fi¬ 
nally  sold  by  the  insurance  company  to 
an  undisclosed  buyer  for  the  sum  of  $  1 .  . 
.  .  Santa  Cruz  sailmaker  Dave  Hodges 
just  bought  Timber  Wolf,  the  1979  cold- 
molded  Farr  38  that  originally  belonged 
to  Larry  Harvey.  Dave  will  pick  up  the  boat 


from  San  Diego  at  the  end  of  January,  V 
bring  it  to  Santa  Cruz  for  some  under¬ 
body  repair  work,  and  eventually  keep  it 
at  Richmond  YC.  He'll  use  the  'Wolf  mostly 
for  cruising,  though  he  may  debut  her  in 
the  Singlehanded  Farallones  (April  10)  "if 
everything  works  out."  .  .  .  Hodges,  inci¬ 
dentally,  just  doubled  the  size  of  his  Santa 
Cruz  Sails  loft,  increasing  the  floor  space 
to  8,000  square  feet.  Things  must  be  go¬ 
ing  well  down  there,  as  one  of  his  long¬ 
time  employees,  Steve  McCarthy,  alsojust 
bought  a  boat  —  the  red  Moore  24  Ruby 
(hull  #6),  which  he  rescued  from  Marina 
del  Rey. 

Changing  of  the  guard:  Doug  Stork- 
ovich  ( Dance  Away,  Santana  35)  is  the 
new  head  of  OYRA,  taking  over  from  stal¬ 
warts  Don  and  Betty  Lessley.  The  ocean 
racing  season  starts  again  on  April  17 
with  the  StFYC-hosted  Lightship  Race,  a 
mandatory  life  jacket  race.  .  .  Pat 
Broderick,  who  recently  revived  the  rac¬ 
ing  program  at  Sausalito  YC,  is  on  to  big¬ 
ger  things  —  he'll  spend  the  next  two 


years  as  commodore  of  the  busy  Single- 
handed  Sailing  Society  (www.sfbay- 
sss.org). 


More  sale  boats:  Dale  Williams  has 
sold  his  succesful  Beneteau  42  Savoir 
Faire  and  moved  up  to  the  hot  Farr  ILC 
46  Aoba  Express  (ex- Swing).  The  boat  is 
currently  at  Anderson's  in  Sausalito.  .  . 
San  Francisco  YC  member  George  Vare, 
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iumbleseat',  Bruce  Schwab's  18-year  project, 
•  moving  to  warmer  climes. 


irmer  owner  of  the  Mull  32  The  Shadow, 
as  purchased  J/105  hull  #255,  which 
ill  be  turned  over  to  him  after  it  is  dis- 
layed  at  the  upcoming  Sail  Expo.  "We 
ave  deposits  for  two  more  J/105s,"  said 
/Boat  dealer  Chris  Corlett.  "This  is  as¬ 


tounding  —  the  local  fleet  is  up  to  about 
35  boats,  and  heading  towards  50!"  To 
service  the  ever -expanding  J/Boat  em¬ 
pire,  a  third  West  Coast  Sail  California 
office  just  opened  its  doors  on  Shelter  Is¬ 
land  in  San  Diego.  Jeff  Broivn,  who  has 
worked  with  Jeff  Trask  in  Newport  Beach 
for  several  years,  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
new  outlet. 


Random  notes:  John  Jourdane  has  re- 
released  Icebergs,  Port  and  Starboard,  his 
firsthand  account  of  the  '90-'91  Whitbread 
Race.  Contact  John  at  www. jourdane. 
com  to  order  your  signed  copy.  .  .  The 
eight-boat  One  Design  48  fleet  is  taking 
a  breather  this  year,  putting  together  a 
less  ambitious  schedule  than  in  the  past 
due  to  conflicts  with  the  America's  Cup 
and  the  Admiral's  Cup.  The  class  elected 
not  to  compete  at  Key  West  or  the  SORC, 
and  will  kick  off  an  abbreviated  season 
with  the  Chesapeake  Grand  Prix  on  April 
29-May  2,  followed  by  a  series  of  regattas 
on  the  Great  Lakes.  New  charterers  ex¬ 
pected  to  join  the  fray  include  George 
Collins  ( Chessie  Racing )  and  Peter  Gor¬ 
don  ( Gaucho ). 

More  midwinters:  Class  winners  of  the 
Oyster  Point  YC-hosted  SBYRA  midwin¬ 
ter  race  on  January  16  were  Sundancer 
(Hunter  34,  Bob  Carlen)  and  Chablis  IV 
(Cal  2-25,  Dave  Few).  Hold  the  wisecracks 
about  Few's  PHRF  rating,  please.  .  .  The 
third  Alameda  YC  Estuary  Midwinters 
attracted  20  boats  on  January  10,  with 
the  usual  suspects  popping  up  in  the 
winner's  circle:  Quickie  (Spinnaker,  Capri 
25,  Jack  &  Will  Matievich),  Drummer  [ Co- 
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lumbia  5.5,  Alan  Weaver)  and  Dancing  Girl 
(Catalina  27,  Steve  Curtis).  .  .  The  Santa 
Cruz  YC  midwinter  race  on  January  23 
was  called  off,  presumably  because  of  in¬ 
clement  weather. 

Southern  exposure:  Doug  Baker's 
Andrews  70+  Magnitude  won  the  slow 
Malibu  Race,  the  first  race  of  the  New  Year 
down  in  Southern  California.  .  .  The  USC 
nautical  Trojans,  led  by  sailor  of  the  year 
candidate  Dalton  Bergen,  continue  to  be 
white  hot,  winning  the  Rose  Bowl  at 
Alamitos  Bay  YC  on  Jan.  2-3  over  run¬ 
ners-up  St.  Mary's  and  UC  Irvine.  Stan¬ 
ford  was  eighth,  College  of  Marin  was  a 
surprising  ninth,  and  Berkeley  was 
twelfth. 

Bad  to  the  bone:  The  Disney  family's 
brand  new  R/P  73  Pyewacket  was  chris¬ 
tened  in  Florida  on  January  23,  just  in 
time  to  debut  in  early  February's  Pine¬ 
apple  Cup.  The  birthing  process  wasn't 
without  some  pain  —  builder  Eric  Goetz 
of  Rhode  Island  had  to  throw  away  the 
first  hull  due  to  some  bad  laminations. 
"It  wasn't  really  anybody's  fault,"  com¬ 
mented  Robbie  Haines,  the  project's  long- 
time  sailmaker  and  tactician. 


More  Disney  magic  —  stay  tuned  for  the  the  new 
'Pyewacket',  coming  soon  to  a  regatta  near  you. 


The  Jamaica  Race  crew  will  consist  of 
both  Disneys  (father  Roy  E.  and  son  Roy 
P.),  Haines,  Gregg  Hedrick,  Stan  Honey, 
Rick  Brent,  Ben  Mitchell,  Doug  Rastello, 
Zan  Drejes,  Dan  Crowley,  Dick  Lpewy, 
Scott  Easom  and  construction  manager 
Tom  Faire.  Hopefully  the  boat  will  be  fast 
right  out  of  the  box,  possibly  even  break¬ 
ing  Windward  Passage's  29-year-old 
record  of  3  days,  3  hours,  and  40  min¬ 


utes  over  the  811  mile  course. 

Pyewacket  will  be  shipped  to  Califor¬ 
nia  on  March  1 ,  switch  bulbs  (from  'turbo' 
to  'TransPacj  and  tune  up  in  the  Ensen¬ 
ada  Race  and  some  local  L.A.  races  be¬ 
fore  the  big  one,  the  TransPac  on  July  3. 
The  crew  for  that  race  is  everyone  listed 
above  except  Faire. 

NOODist  colonies:  The  first  NOOD  Re¬ 
gatta  was  held  1 1  years  ago  in  Newport, 
RI.  Last  year,  these  excellent  GMC  Yukon/ 
Sailing  World-sponsored  one  design  regat¬ 
tas  attracted  1,258  boats  and  over  10,000 
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sailors  at  eight  locations,  including  San 
Diego  (97  boats)  and  San  Francisco  (124). 
Chicago  was  the  biggest  NOOD  strong- 
lold,  sporting  255  boats,  followed  by  De- 
roit  with  216.  Oddly  enough,  the  New¬ 
port  event  is  being  dropped  in  '99  due  to 
ieclining  numbers,  but  two  new  venues 
vill  make  their  debut  —  Annapolis  (May 
7-9)  and  Larchmont,  NY  (Sept.  11-12). 
rhe  new  NOOD  season  kicks  off  later  this 
nonth,  on  Feb.  19-21,  in  sunny  St.  Pe- 
ersburg,  Florida. 

Kudos:  The  '98  Yachtsmen  of  the  Year 
it  Santa  Cruz  YC  were  Roger  Sturgeon 
ind  Rob  Schuyler,  who  have  raced  their 
5C  27  Hanalei  Express  for  many  years, 
^ately,  they've  moved  up  to  sailing  Stur¬ 
geon's  SC  52  Rosebud.  Top  Yachtswoman 
vas  Shana  Rosenfeld,  a  longtime  Moore 
14  campaigner  with  her  Gelifetch.  .  . 
Meanwhile,  taking  similar  honors  at  St. 
?randis  for  the  year  just  past  were  Paul 
Dayard,  who  needs  no  introduction,  and 
Europe  sailor  Lynn  Olinger.  The  StFYC 
small  boat  sailor  of  the  year  was  49er 
Morgan  Larson. 

The  envelopes  please:  Results  of  the 
nain  show,  the  '98  Rolex  Yachtsman 


Paul  Cayard,  the  St.  Francis  YC  Yachtsman  of 
the  Year.  Next  month  —  even  bigger  honors? 


and  Yachtswoman  of  the  Year,  will  be 
announced  on  February  5  at  the  New 
York  YC.  A  panel  of  16  "distinguished 
yachting  journalists"  (one  of  our  favorite 


oxymorons)  has  already  met  via  conference 
call  to  choose  a  winner  from  the  seven  men 
and  four  women  that  made  the  ’short  lists’. 
The  men’s  field  consisted  of  Paul  Cayard, 
Terry  Hutchinson,  Vince  Brun,  Nick 
Trotman,  Paul  Foerster,  Jonathan  and 
Charlie  McKee,  and  John  Ross-Duggan. 
The  women  nominees  were  Betsy  Alison, 
Karen  Thorndike,  Stephanie  Wondolleck 
and  Margaret  Gill. 

Nine  lives:  Beowulf  V.  Alan  O’Driscoll’s 
continually  updated  29-year-old  D-Cat,  set 
a  course  record  of  64  minutes  in  the  un¬ 
usually  windy  New  Year's  Day  Race  held 
inside  San  Diego  Bay.  O'Driscoll,  of  La 
Honda,  was  joined  by  Chris  James  of  Los 
Gatos  for  the  record  run.  The  32-foot 
Beowulf  V,  which  once  held  the  U.S. 
straight-line  sailing  speed  record  of  31.6 
knots,  was  built  in  1970  by  Skip  Hawley 
off  a  design  by  original  owner  Steve 
Dashew  and  his  buddy  Norm  Riise.  The 
latter's  son,  John  Riise,  toils  at  this  veiy 
magazine. 

Simply  gigantic:  The  ISAP  99  World 
Sailing  Championship,  one  of  the  largest 
one  design  regattas  ever  held,  was  hosted 
in  January  by  ten  yacht  clubs  near  Mel- 
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BERTH  YOUR  BOAT  IN 

SAUSALITO 


MODERN  FACILITIES  IN  A  WELL  PROTECTED  HARBOR 


Concrete 
Dock  System 

Well  Maintained 
Facilities 

i 

Beautiful 

Surroundings 
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•  DEEP  WATER  BERTHS: 

BASIN  AND  CHANNEL 
DREDGED 

•  CARD  KEY  SECURITY  SYSTEM 

•  DOCK  CARTS 

•  PUMP  OUT'STATION 

•  AMPLE  PARKING 

*  •  CLEAN  SHOWER  AND 

TOILET  FACILITIES 

•  WITHIN  WALKING  DISTANCE: 
MARKET/DELI 

LAUNDROMAT  •  RESTAURANT 
.  AT  EACH  BERTH: 

LARGE  STORAGE  BOX 
METERED  ELECTRICITY 
PHONE  HOOK-UPS  •  WATER 

Kappas  Marina 
100  Gate  Six  Road 
Sausalito,  CA  94965 
(415)332-5510 


) 

■I 


February,  1999  •  •  Page  193 


THE  RACING  SHEET 


bourne,  Australia.  Some  1,800  sailors 
from  56  countries  sailed  in  the  epic  event, 
with  16  world  titles  being  decided.  Seven 
Olympic  classes  were  represented,  and 
several  dozen  Bay  Area  sailors  made  the 
trek  Down  Under.  Jeff  Madrigali  (who 
took  second  in  the  Soling  Match  Racing) 
and  the  team  of  Morgan  Larson  and  Kevin 
Hall  (third  in  the  49ers)  were  our  top  fin¬ 
ishers.  Australian  sailors,  not  surpris¬ 
ingly,  did  particularly  well  in  their  home 
waters.  Surf  to  www.99worlds.org  for  the 
whole  story. 

Jump  start:  The  VO-60  racer  illbruck 
will  be  constructed  in-house  in  Lever¬ 
kusen,  Germany.  The  Farr  design  will  be 
the  first  new  Volvo  Open  60  built  for  the 
Volvo  (ex- Whitbread)  Round  the  World 
Race  2001-2002.  Meanwhile,  the  team's 
two  training  boats,  also  named  illbruck 
(the  former  EFL  twins),  are  being  moved 
to  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Spain  for  ten  weeks 
of  sail  testing  and  crew  practice  and  se¬ 
lection.  "It's  an  ideal  place  to  train,"  said 
skipper  John  Kostecki.  "We  can  expect 
the  whole  nine  yards  of  winds,  without 
all  the  extremes  of  heat  or  cold."  It's  obvi¬ 
ously  too  early  to  place  any  bets  on  the 
next  Race  —  but  this  group  will  certainly 


The  ID-48  'illbruck-Pinta'  at  last  summer's  Ken¬ 
wood  Cup.  The  German  group  is  the  first  to  throw 
their  hats  in  the  Volvo  Race  ring. 

be  a  major  player.  \ 

Stop  the  press!  Local  SSS  TransPac 
veterans  Bob  Gay  and  Fred  Hess  have 
just  ordered  a  Jim  Antrim-designed  Open 
50  for  the  next  round  of  singlehanded  cir¬ 
cumnavigation,  races.  Sponsorship  will 


come  from  Alameda's  Ascend  Comim 
cations  (soon  to  be  part  of  Lucent) , 
Jim  Betts  will  be  the  builder.  If  all  § 
according  to  plan,  Gay  will  sail  the  i 
boat  in  the  Vendee  Globe  in  2000, 
then  turn  it  over  to  Hess  for  the  Aroi 
Alone  in  200 1 .  We'll  get  back  to  you  r 
month  with  more  information  on  this 
citing  development. 


[  The  Marine 

Canvas 
\  Specialist 
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Boat  Covers  •  Cushions  •  Curtains  •  Zippers 
Window  Covers  •  Vinyl/Plastic  Windows 
Awnings  •  Biminis  •  Dodgers  •  Enclosures 

Free  Estimates 

N.J.  ENTERPRISES 

145  Valle  Vista,  Suite  D,  Vallejo,  CA  94590 

Call:  (707)  557-1962 
Big  or  Small  I lie  Do  If  All 
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POLYURETHANE  COATINGS 

An  investment  in  excellence. 

A  promise  of  quality. 
Unmistakable  STERLING  gloss. 
Demand  STERLING  -  Call  us  toll-free  today. 

1-800-845-0023 


P.O.  Box  1246,  Newport  Beach  CA  92663 


GLOSS  FOR  SALE 


COAST  MARINE 

&  INDUSTRIAL  SUPPLY  INC. 

398  Jefferson  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

800 • 433 • 8050 

415*673*1923  Fax  673-1927 
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SAFETY  &  SURVIVAL 
EQUIPMENT 


SIGNALS,  FLARES  &  SMOKE 


★  Sales  and  service  for  all  major  liferaft  brands 

★  USCG  liferaft  facility  for  Solas  commercial, 
yacht  and  fisherman  rafts 

★  Commercial  fishing  gear 


IN  SAN  DIEGO  CALL  OCEANS  WEST 

619*544* 1900 


£ 

$ 

£ 


OWL  HARBOR 

MARINA 

THE  FRIENDLY 
MARINA 

1.  Half  price  for  Hie  first 
month! 

2.  Sign  a  one  year  lease: 
get  the  1 2,h  month  free! 

3.  Prepay  one  year: 

Get  1  l,h&  12,h  month  free! 

25'  inside  ties  @  $3  per  foot 

30'  to  50'  deep  draft  berths  @  $4  per  foot 

Covered  berths  @  $5  per  foot 


&  RV  Spaces  -  $195°°  cfc  Camping  cfc 
&  Showers  Laundry  $  Warfield  Sail  Loft  cfc 
£  Dry  and  Open  Storage  $  20  Acres  £ 

£  Sailboat  and  Powerboat  Club  Cruises  Welcome  t 

Located  across  from  Bruno's  Island  on  Seven  Mile 
Slough,  close  to  Rio  Vista  and  historic  Isleton 

Harbormasters:  Frank  bnd  Rhenae  Dietrich 
1  -800-483-9992  or  916-777-6055 

/  r,  Authorized  SAILCARE  Dealer 


1550  W.  TWITCHELL  ISLAND  RD  •  ISLETON,  CA  95641 


DONATE  YOUR 

BOAT  TO  THE 
UC  Berkeley 
SAILING  TEAM 


The  UCB  sailing  team  is  looking  for 
sailboats  and  motorboats  of  any  size. 

All  contributions  support  the  collegiate 
sailing  team  and  are  tax  deductible! 

For  more  information  please  contact  Rob  Anderson  at 

(510)  642-8556 

UCB  Sailing  Team  2301  Bancroft  Way  #4420 
Berkeley,  CA  94720  , 


DIESEL 
FUEL 

FILTERING 

Superior  equipment  and  years  of  experience 
guarantee  results  -  Don 't  settle  for  less. 

Purify  Diesel  Fuel  &  Flush  Tanks. 

Process  scrubs;  polishes;  removes  algae,  dirt, 
rust  and  water  from  diesel  fuel. 

Includes  internal  tank  washdown. 

Save  your  injectors,  costly  engine  repair  and  down  time. 
We  are  in  compliance  with  State  and  Federal 
Specifications  &  pollution  control. 

A 

•  "All  Pleasure  Yachts  &  Commercial  Craft. " 

•  Your  berth  or  boat  yard. 

•  Fully  Insured 

(510)  521-6797 

Fax:  (510)  521-3309 
Hundreds  of  satisfied  customers  since  1989. 
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With  reports  this  month  on  two  new  High  Performance  Charter 
Options,  memories  of  a  French  Canal  Voyage,  and  miscellaneous 

Charter  Notes. 


In  Search  of  Speed  &  Performance: 

Two  New  Charter  Niches 

Every  charter  junkie  has  priorities 
when  it  comes  to  planning  a  sailing  vaca¬ 
tion.  Some  want  the  ultimate  in  luxury, 
while  others  want  the  cheapest  possible 
price.  Some  want  a  boat  with  a  private 
head  in  every  cabin  and  a  jacuzzi  on  the 
aft  deck.  Still  others  care  only  about  speed 
and  performance  —  if  that  sounds  like 
you,  take  note.  This  month  we'll  introduce 
you  to  two  exciting  new  charter  programs 
where  performance  is  key:  a  matched  pair 
of  76-ft  racing  yachts  and  a  fleet  of  30-ft 
’sportboats'. 

You'll  like  the  story  of  the  new  W-Class 
match  racers  almost  as  much  as  you'll 
like  sailing  on  them,  if  you  ever  get  the 
chance.  Donald  Tofias,  a  successful  Bos¬ 
ton  businessman  and  avid  sailor,  had  a 

Although  not  too  well  known  yet  on  the  West 
Coast,  Henderson  30  sportboats  have  been  mak¬ 
ing  headlines  in  Florida  and  the  Caribbean. 


dream  to  create  a  new  class  of  large,  beau¬ 
tifully-crafted  sailing  yachts  that  would 
be  aesthetically  reminiscent  of  yacht 
racing's  pre-WWI  glory  days.  His  ambi¬ 
tious  vision  conjured  up  images  of  elegant 
J-boats  and  New  York  50s,  boats  that 
could  burn  up  a  race  course  and  win  a 
beauty  contest  at  the  same  time.  To  bring 
his  dream  to  fruition,  Tofias  enlisted  the 
services  of  the  late  Noel  \Vhite,  a  revered 
New  England  designer  whose  passion  was 
amalgamating  time- honored  design  sen¬ 
sibilities  with  wood/ epoxy  methodology. 

The  end  result  of  their  collaboration 
was  the  largest  wooden  racing  yacht  built 
in  decades  —  a  sleek,  sexy,  76-footer 
called  Wild  Horses.  This  horse  was  bom 
to  run,  but  only  in  one-design  contests, 
so  a  second  boat  was  launched  shortly 
afterward:  White  Wings.  Currently  the  two 
are  based  at  the  BVTs  Bitter  End  Yacht 
Club,  where  they  are  available  through¬ 
out  the  winter  for  day  charters  and  match 
racing.  They'll  also  compete  in 
major  Caribbean  regattas. 

With  graceful  sheer 
lines,  low  freeboard  and  teak 
decks  under  a  cloud  of  sail, 
they  are  quite  an  impressive 
sight.  And  they  must  be  a  kick 
to  sail,  vyith  the  ability  of  make 
18  knots  off  the  wind  and  10 
knots  to  windward  —  as  close 
as  30°  off  apparent. 

Unseen  beneath  each 
cold- molded  wood/epoxy  hull, 
is  a  deep  fin  keel  capped  with 
a  lead  bulb  that  accounts  for 
half  of  the  boat's  53,000-lb  dis¬ 
placement.  A  95-ft  carbon-fi¬ 
bre  mast  supports  a  fractional 
sailplan. 

Once  the  word  gets  out, 
Tofias  hopes  other  enthusiasts 
will  build  W-boats,  so  they 
caneventually  field  their  own 
one- design  classes  within  ma¬ 
jor  regattas.  • 

o  To  that  end,  he  plans  to 

o  ship  his  two  boats  to  Europe 
a  this  summer,  where  they  can 
§  be  showcased  to  a  potentially 
5  eager  market  —  Europeans  re- 
|  ally  love  classic  wooden 
£  yachts. 

5  In  the  summer  of  2000, 


Wild  Horses  and  White  Wings  will  transit 
the  Panama  Canal  and  head  up  the  West 
Coast  as  far  as  Port  Townsend,  with  a  stop 
at  the  Bay  en  route.  Then,  they'll  be  off  to 
Sydney  for  the  "real  millenium"  celebra¬ 
tion,  on  New  Year's  of  2000. 

So  if  you're  going  to  the  Virgins  this 
season,  be  sure  to  check  them  out.  Oth¬ 
erwise,  stay  tuned  for  a  timetable  of  W- 
Class  sailing  ops  here  on  the  West  Coast. 
And  with  any  luck,  before  too  long  you'll 
be  able  to  charter  them  in  a  variety  of  lo¬ 
cations  so  you  can  live  out  your  own 
Walter  Mitty  sailing  fantasy.  Contact 
Padanaram  Yacht  Company  at  (781)  890- 
5511  for  more  info;  or  e-mail:  info@w - 
dass.com.  ,■ 

Now,  about  those  sportboats:  Capital¬ 
izing  on  an  impressive  list  of  racing  suc¬ 
cesses,  a  new  fleet  of  virtually  identical 
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LOA:  76  ft.  4  in. 

LWL:  53  ft  11  in. 

Beam:  16  ft.  1  in. 

Draft:  11  ft. 

Displacement:  52,900  lbs. 

Ballast:  25,000  lbs. 

Sail  Area:  2,239  sq.  ft. 

Engine:  170  hp  diesel 
Builders:  Brooklin  Boatyard, 
Rockport  Marine 
Naval  Architect:  Joel  White 


Donald  Tofias  had  a  dreamy  sailboat 
concept,  and  he  found  just  the  right 
team  to  design  and  build  it.  The  result 
was  a  museum-quality  wooden  yacht, 
'Wild  Horses' that's  rarin'to  compete  on 
the  race  course,  and  ready  to  charter. 


ter."  We  know  many  veteran  charterers 
share  his  frustrations,  especially  since  few 
bareboats  carry  whisker  poles,  let  alone 
spinnakers.  Merriweather,  by  the  way,  is 
himself  a  highly  experienced  ocean  racer. 

For  serious  racing,  a  crew  of  eight  is 
the  norm.  Naturally,  though,  there's  not 
a  lot  of  creature  comforts  below.  So  our 
suggestion  for  the  ultimate  regatta  char¬ 
ter  would  be  to  rent  a  Henderson  30  to 
race  and  a  big  comfy  bareboat  or  crewed 
yacht  for  a  mother  ship.  A  large  catama¬ 
ran  would  be  ideal. 

In  the  interest  of  giving  credit  where 
credit  is  due,  however,  we  should  remind 
you  about  the  fleet  of  J/ 120s  that's  been 
offered  in  the  Caribbean  by  The  Moorings 
for  the  past  two  years.  That  company's 
joint  venture  with  J/ Boats  first  intro¬ 
duced  the  concept  of  one-design  bareboat 
racing  at  both  established  regattas  and 
specially- organized  J/120  Race  Weeks, 
where  a  specific  group  of  clients  charters 
the  whole  fleet  for  their  own  private  re¬ 
gatta. 

Whichever  fleet  best  suits  the  skills  of 
your  group,  the  basic  concept  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  one.  While  either  boat  would  be  a 
gas  to  race,  each  design  has  it's  pros  and 
cons.  The  Henderson  is  undoubtedly 
faster,  but  it  also  demands  slightly  more 
sophisticated  crew  skills  and  the  J  can 
be  sailed  with  as  few  as  three  or  four  crew. 
And  While  the  J/ 120  is  stripped  out  com¬ 
pared  to  a  typical  40-foot  bareboat,  it  can 
be  used  as  a  spartan  cruiser  for  island¬ 
hopping  before  or  after  the  regatta.  By 
contrast,  cruising  on  the  bare-bones 
Henderson  30  —  especially  with  a  full 
crew  of  eight  —  would  be  an  adventure 
indeed. 

In  either  case,  if  you've  been  thinking 
about  checking  out  a  Caribbean  regatta 
first  hand,  or  have  been  pipedreaming 
about  putting  on  your  own  special 

Graceful,  stylish  and  fast. . .  What's  not  to  like 
about  the  new  W-Class  racing  yachts.  Born  to 
match  race,  they  can  be  chartered  by  the  day. 


nderson  30  sportboats’  are  now  avail- 
:e  for  rental  in  the  Caribbean  on  a  bare- 
it  basis.  Like  Melges  24s,  Mumm  30s 
d  other  popular  planing  hulls, 
nderson  30s  are  extremely  fast  and  ex- 
irating  to  sail.  They  have  fractional  rigs 
i  each  carries  an  asymmetrical  spin- 
ter,  flown  from  a  telescoping  bow  sprit. 
They're  already  being  heavily  booked 
major  winter  and  spring  regattas  like 
Sint  Maarten  Heineken  Regatta,  the 
ee-regatta  CORT  series  (in  the  Virgins 
1  Puerto  Rico),  and  Antigua  Sailing 
sk.  When  mixed  with  other  ultralights, 
idersons  have  proven  they  are  capable 
/inning  their  class.  But  what  might  be 
n  more  fun  —  and  is  likely  to  happen 
\ntigua  this  year  and  elsewhere  —  is 
:ompete  head-to-head  in  a  Henderson 
only  class. 


Built  by  SOCA  Sailboats  of  Trinidad, 
this  design  was  introduced  in  1997  and 
began  making  headlines  when  a 
Henderson  30  won  her  class  at  the  '97 
SORC.  Later  that  year,  Sailing  World 
magazine  picked  the  design  as  their  "1997 
PHRF/Sportboat  of  the  Year." 

This  expanding  fleet  of  Henderson  30 
bareboats  is  marketed  for  charter  by  Eu¬ 
ropean-based  Merriweather  Racing, 
whose  founder, 

Richard| 

Merriweather,  ex-  j 
plains,  ".  .  .noth-  ^ 
ing  can  match  the  m 
fun  of  Caribbean 
sailing  regattas. 

However,  it  has 
always  proved  a 
problem  to  find 
competitive  race 
yachts  to  char- 
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sunsoaked  race  week  with  friends  of  as¬ 
sociates,  these  two  fleets  should  be  at  the 
top  of  your  list.  Both  Merriweather  and 
The  Moorings  can  also  plan  all  the  asso¬ 
ciated  travel  and  land  arrangements,  if 
you  are  interested  in  a  package  deal. 

Merriweather  doesn't  yet  have  U.S.  rep¬ 
resentation,  so  you'll  need  to  call:  011- 

44-171-384-1999,  fax:  011-44-171-384- 
2666.  Better  yet,  e-mail:  Merriweather 
©dial. pipex.com.  The  company  website  is: 
www.merriweatherracing.com. 

For  inquires  with  The  Moorings,  call: 
(800)  535-7289,  or  e-mail:  yacht 
@moorings.com  The  Moorings  website  is: 
www.moorings.com 

French  Treat: 

Barging  the  Midi 

Last  summer,  my  wife  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  doing  a  one-week  barge  char¬ 
ter  on  the  Canal  du  Midi  in  the  south  of 
France.  We  had  read  and  heard  much 
about  canal  barges  and  so,  with  two  other 
couples,  we  chartered  the  75'  Dutch-built, 
steel  barge,  Sherborne. 

Although  no  longer  under  sail,  she  had 
been  built  in  1927  as  a  gaff- rigged  work 
boat.  The  current  owners,  a  British 
couple,  bought  her  six  years  ago,  gutted 
her  back  to  her  steel  frames,  and  com¬ 
pletely  rebuilt  her  as  a  three-stateroom 
charter  boat.  The  workmanship,  quality 
and  air  conditioning  are  superb. 

The  boat  has  a  14'  beam,  3'6"  draft, 
and  weighs  90  tons.  She’s  currently  pow¬ 
ered  by  a  40  hp  diesel,  which  surprisingly 
enough,  will  push  her  along  at  8  knots  if 


necessary!  I  had  an  opportunity  to  try  my 
hand  at  steering  Sherborne  for  about 
thirty  minutes,  which  was  quite  enough. 
Without  a  lot  of  windage  and  no  keel  It 
took  considerable  concentration. 


The  Canal  du  Midi  was  built  during  the 
reign  of  King  Louis  VIX,  from  1660  to 
1680.  It’s  280  km  long,  and  located  near 
the  border  between  Spain  and  France.  It 
allows  boats  to  transit  between  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  and  the  Mediterranean  without  hav¬ 
ing  to  go  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 
It  saves  approximately  1,800  miles  of 
travel.  I  wonder  how  many  U.S.  sailors 
know  about  it  or  have  used  it? 

There  are  numerous  low  bridges  and 
locks  along  the  way;  some  so  narrow  and 
low  that  we  would  have  less  than  a  foot  of 
clearance  on  the  sides  and  top.  We  did 


see  a  number  of  sailboats  making  the 
passage,  with  their  masts  down,  of  course. 

Centerboard  boats  have  the  easiest  go, 
as  the  canal  is  only  slightly  more  than  six 
feet  deep,  50  to  60  feet  wide,  and  becomes 
shallower  near  the  edges.  There  are  no 
facilities  such  as  boat  yards,  fuel  or  pump¬ 
outs  along  the  way.  There  appear  to  be  a 
few  small  harbors,  but  most  boats  tie  to 
the  banks  at  night. 

The  portion  of  the  canal  we  were  trav¬ 
eling  is  quite  beautiful:  lined  with  old 
growth  sycamore  trees  on  both  sides, 
spaced  about  25'  apart.  The  area  we  were 
in  is  called  Roman  Provence,  with  many 
vineyards,  wineries,  Roman  ruins,  castles, 
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The  water  of  the  Canal  du  Midi  may  not  be 
gin-clear,  tropical,  or  blue,  but  it  can  lead  you 
to  some  amazing  places.  And  the  vessel  du 
jour  in  this  part  of  France  is,  of  course,  a  cozy 
barge  fitted  out  for  custom  charters. 


and  history.  Some  areas  reminded  me  of 
the  Delta,  but  a  bit  more  picturesque! 

In  the  course  of  the  week,  we  traveled 
a  total  of  fifty  miles  and  transited  at  least 
fifteen  locks;  all  nearly  the  same  as  when 
they  were  built  three  hundred  years  ago, 
except  that  now  they  are  electrically  op¬ 
erated,  and  some  are  fully  automated. 
Each  lock  is  100  feet  long,  but  narrow,  so 
Dnly  a  few  boats  can  transit  at  a  time.  The 
;ow  path  is  still  there,  and  is  used  by 
valkers  and  bicyclists.  We  found  we  could 
valk  faster  than  the  barge,  as  the  skip¬ 
per  kept  her  to  a  sedate  3  knots. 

Of  all  the  canal  boats  operating  in 
France,  only  one  of  them  appears  to  be 


operated  by  a  Frenchman.  They  are  nearly 
•  all  operated  by  English  owners  with  a  few 
Americans  for  flavor  —  mainly,  I  under¬ 
stand,  because  nearly  all  their  custom¬ 
ers  are  either  English  or  American. 

Also,  operating  in  the  canal  are  numer¬ 
ous  self-drive  boats,  some  veiy  similar  to 
Delta  Destroyers  (locally  called  bumper 
boats).  They  are  veiy  reasonable  to  rent 
and  are  speed  limited  to  about  8  knots, 
so  they're  not  that  much  of  a  nuisance, 
but  driver  skill  was  not  always  apparent. 
They  can  be  rented  quite  inexpensively, 
and  come  in  a  variety  of  sizes  and  types. 


charters  can  be  found  on  the  internet. 

Charter  Notes 

If  there's  one  thing  we  Americans  can 
probably  all  agree  on,  it's  that  we're  all 
just  too  darned  busy  these  days.  One  con¬ 
sequence  of  that  fact  is  that  it's  getting 
harder  and  harder  for  groups  of  friends 
or  family  to  organize  vacations  at  the  same 
time.  Hence,  the  need  for  sailing  oppor¬ 
tunities  where  you  can  join  as  an  indi¬ 
vidual.  Here  are  a  few  options  that  have 
crossed  the  Charter  Desk  this  month. 

We  often  like  to  plug  Bay  Area  charter 


boats  when  they  go  on  sabbatical  and 
venture  into  foreign  waters,  which  is  just 
what  Alan  Olson's  lovely  54-ft  schooner 
Maramel  did  this  winter:  she  flew  the 
coop  to  Mexico.  The  series  of  adventure 
sailing  trips  he’s  offered  have  been  a  sell¬ 
out,  but  at  this  writing  there  is  still  space 
on  a  10-day  cruise  in  and  around 
Banderas  Bay  (aka  Puerto  Vallarta). 
When  not  practicing  your  sailing  skills, 
you’ll  explore  all  the  favorite  cruiser  an¬ 
chorages  in  the  area,  in  addition  to  a  night 
sail  to  uninhabited  Isla  Isabella,  which  is 
famous  for  snorkeling  and  wildlife.  ASA 
certifications  or  upgrades  are  available. 
Call  (415)  331-1282  for  details. 

We've  written  recently  about  Modern 
Sailing  Academy's  series  of  instructional 
sailing  adventured  throughout  the  South 
Pacific  aboard  their  custom  Islander  53, 
Polaris.  Her  itinerary  is  now  fully  booked, 
with  the  exception  of  two  legs,  which, 
ironically  enough,  generally  include  some 
of  the  best  sailing:  Tahiti  to  Hawaii  via 
the  Tuamotus  (July  1  -  25),  and  Hawaii 
to  San  Francisco  (August  10  -  Septem¬ 
ber  3).  Call  (800)  995-1668. 

From  our  out-of-the-ordinaiy-charters 
department.  .  .  How  about  sailing  on  the 
126-ft,  three-masted  schooner  Alvei, 
which  is  currently  chartering  in  New 
Zealand,  while  slowly  working  her  way 
around  the  world.  Owner  Evan  Logan 


- - - - < - 

There  were  also  a  few  commercial  barges 
hauling  grain. 

This  trip  was  a  treat  that  had  been  in 
the  planning  stages  for  two  years  and  was 
worth  every  cent!  The  skipper’s  wife  was 
a  superb  chef,  providing  wonderful  break¬ 
fasts  and  outstanding  lunches  every  day. 
In  the  evenings,  we  ate  dinner  at  the  vil¬ 
lages  along  the  way,  also  finding  some  in¬ 
credible  meals.  The  wine  was  excellent, 
cheap  —  $3.00  to  $4.00  a  bottle  —  and 
plentiful.  Weather  was  clear,  windy  most 
days,  with  temperature  in  the  80s  and 
90s.  No  bugs,  flies,  or  mosquitos.  Because 
of  the  latitude,  it  was  not  fully  dark  until 
10:30  p.m.,  making  for  some  beautiful 
warm  evenings  and  late  dinners. 

It  was  probably  the  best  vacation  we’ve 
ever  taken,  and  we  hope  to  get  back  to 
that  part  of  France  again  soon. 

—  denis  neumann 
redwood  shores 


Ed.  note:  In  addition  to  the  Canal  du 
Midi,  barge  charters  are  available  in  a 
variety  of  other  Western  European  loca¬ 
tions  including  northern  France,  through¬ 
out  the  Netherlands  and  in  several  areas 
of  Great  Britain.  The  Neumanns  booked 
through  The  Barge  Lady  in  Chicago  (800) 
880-0071.  Many  other  sources  for  barge 
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checked  in  with  us  recently  to  report  he'll 
be  heading  back  to  Fiji  in  March,  then 
through  Melanesia,  and  on  to  Indonesia 
and  Southeast  Asia.  He  may  even  go  the 
China.  Write  him  —  quickly  —  via  Poste 
Restante,  Nelson,  New  Zealand. 


Last,  but  not  least,  we  remind  you  that 

the  Sailing  Center  at  Orange  Co^st  Col¬ 
lege  offers  a  full  range  of  coastal  and  off- 

0/7  yeah!  We  be  jammin'.  Alaska  Eagle  (ex-Flyer) 
cuts  through  the  South  Pacific  swells  off 
Brando's  isle,  Tetiaroa,  in  the  Society  Islands. 


shore  sailing  programs  aboard  their  re¬ 
markable  fleet  of  donated  vessels.  Many 
are  ex-offshore  racers  with  distinguished 
pedigrees. 

Their  latest  acquisition  is  a  fine  Farr 
55,  Blocksilver.  Among  other  uses,  John 
Jourdane  will  be  using  her  as  a  forum  for 
teaching  Performance  Offshore  Sailing 
courses  this  season.  "We  figured  anyone 
who  could  cross  the  Pacific  36  times,  and 
lose  a  rig  in  every  ocean  is  unflappable!" 
quips  longtime  OCC  staffer  Karen  Priolo 
(who  grew  up  sailing  on  the  Bay) . 

Another  favorite  steed  in  the  OCC 
stable  is  Alaska  Eagle  (ex-Flyer) ,  an  ex¬ 
cellent  offshore  boat  that's  proved  herself 
on  dozens  of  ocean  passages.  This  winter 
she  returns  from  a  European  tom  via 
Central  America,  before  heading  to  the 
South  Pacific  in  July  as  communications 
boat  with  the  TransPac.  Her  enticing  itin¬ 
erary  includes  Hawaii,  Tahiti,  Fiji, 
Vanuatu,  and  Australia.  But  her  ultimate 
destination  is  New  Zealand  for  the  A-Cup. 
Call  (949)  645-9412  for  details  or  check 
out  schedules  on  the  web:  occsailing.com. 


~  GO  GREECE  ~ 

Turkey  •  France  •  Italy  •  Spain  •  Croatia  •  Malta 

with 

GPSC  CHARTERS 

the  largest  American  yacht  charter  company  in  Greece 


Bareboats  •  Crewed  Yachts  •  US  Sailing  Certification 


Flotillas  from  $1,500  to  $2,995  -  scheduled  from  spring  to  early  fall  many  with  special  themes 
For  example. .  Archaeology  Flotilla,  Culinary  Delight  Flotilla, 

'Cruise  And  Create"  Flotilla,  Wellness  Flotilla, 

Millennium  Flotilla,  etc— 

CONTACT: 

GPSC  Charters  Ltd.,  600  St.  Andrews  Rd.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19118 
Phone:  (800)732-6786  *(215)  247-3903  •  Fax:  (215)  247-1 
e-mail:  ginny@gpsc.com  •  Website:  www.gpsc.com 

AVAILABLE: 

60  min.  Video  on 
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Albatross 

chartering  since  1982 

Greek  Islands  and 
Turquoise  Coast  of  Turkey 

•  Sailboats  30'  to  65'  bareboat  or  crewed 

•  Luxury,  crewed  motorsailers  &  motor  yachts 
6  to  48  guests 

•  Quality  boats  and  service  sets  us  apart  from 
the  others 

•  Attention  to  every  detail  of  your  charter  vacation 


SAIL  YOUR  DREAMS... 

tourney  to  the  ports  of  the  ancient  mariners  and  civilizations. 
vOsit  unspoiled  villages,  deserted  beaches.  Enjoy  the  fun  and 
ocal  island  traditions  and  entertainment.  Sail  from  Corfu  to 
thica  to  Zakinthos  to  Delphi.  Navigate  from  Athens  to  Paros, 
Vlykonos  or  to  Rhodes.  See  the  ancient  cities  of  Corinth, 
Bpidaurus,  Hydra,  Delos,  Santorini.  Become  awed  with  the 
ntriguing,  idyllic  coast  of  Turkey.  Dine  at  outdoor  tavernas  by 
he  sea  -  great  food  at  very  modest  prices  -  and  so  much  more. 


ASK  US  ABOUT  OUR... 

•  One-way  charters.  Best  possible  sailing  charter! 

•  Crewed  flotillas  in  the  Aegean  and  Ionian  Seas,  the  Turkish 
Coast,  Cyclades  or  the  Saronic  island  groups,  from  $2,600 
per  person. 

•  Lead  boat  flotilla  -  you  are  the  skipper  -  from  $1,790 
per  person,  inch  airfare 

•  Gulet  cabin  charters  in  Turkey,  from  $440  per  person,  inch 
all  meals 

We'll  take  care  of  all  travel  arrangements:  air,  transfers,  hotels,  tours. 


Albatross  pycc  P.O.  Box  250,  Moorestown,  NJ  08057 

800-377-8877  •  609-778-5656  •  Fax  609-778-7555 

For  details,  see  our  web  site:  http://www.albatrosscharters.com 


TMM  is  now  offering  bareboat  charters  on  a  fleet  of 
new  catamarans  in  the  largest  barrier  reef  in  this 
hemisphere.  Reasonable  travel  times  and  connections 
from  the  West  Coast  plus  hundreds  of  unspoiled 
tropical  cays,  and  legendary  snorkeling  make  Belize 
the  ideal  charter  destination  for  West  Coast  sailors. 


for  a  free  brochure  and 
complete  information  call 

1-800-633-0155 

TORTOLA  •  THE  GRENADINES  •  BELIZE 

TEL  (203)  854-5131 
e-mail:  tmmct@ix.netcom.com 


VACATIONS 


www.SAILTMM.com 


Belize  Availability  Is  Limited  —  Call  Today 


The... 

Magical  seduction! 

Spectacular  Beauty! 

Dazzling  Sunshine! 

Turquoise  Lagoons! 

...all  are  waiting  for  you  in  TAHITI! 

For  less  than  $500  per  person,  your  fun  group  of 
sailors  can  now  charter  a  new  35’  monohull  or 
catamaran  for  a  week  and  cruise  around  the  best 
palm  trees  in  the  world.  We’ll  plan  it  all  for  you. 


For  reservations  Call  toll  free: 

^  1-800-404-1010 

anywhere  in  USA  or  Canada 

Tahiti  Yacht  Charter  Co. 

P.O.  Box  5162  •  Newport  Beach,  CA  92662 
714-675-3519  •  Fax:  714-723-8512 

Represented  by  Maritime  Marketing  Inc. 
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MISCHIEF 

COMINC 

SOON 


Caribbean  Vacation  Specialists 

Crewed  Yacht  Charters  •  Power  or  Sail  •  Island  Villas 

Grenadines  •  Alaska  •  New  England  •  Mediterranean 

Specializing  in  the  Virgin  Islands 
•  Special  Airfare  Packages  Available  • 

Plan  your  Millennium 
New  Year  Celebration  Now! 

(888)  587-0508 

Fax  (831)768-7627 
951  Trafton  Rd.,  Moss  Landing  CA  95039 


Sail  the  San  Juans  aboard  the 
world's  greatest  boats! 

The  sailing's  great  all  year  around  in  our  protected  waters. 

Enjoy  crabbing,  fishing,  sight-seeing,  or  spending  the 
afternoon  at  the  whale  museum  in  Friday  Harbor. 

CALL  NOW  FOR  YOUR  NEXT  CHARTER  VACATION 

mm m 

1019  Q  Avenue,  Suite  D,  Anacortes,  WA  98221 

1»800»573*6832 

e-mail:  charter38@seacraft.com  •  http://www.seacraft.com 


SAIL  AWAY  &  DIVE  FOR  LESS 


rTlQ*R*ESS  yacht  Charters 


The  British  yirgin  IsCcmcfs 

luxury  Crewed  Catamaran  yachts 

Save  Money  &  Live  The  Dream  ! 

The  Greatest  Value,  The  Finest  Boats  and  The  Best  Crew. 
Take  The  Helm  or  Relax  and  Be  Pampered. 

Caribbean  Cruising  Adventures 
Call  Toll  Free:  1 -877-TIGRESS  (844-7377) 

Visit:  www.TigressYachts.com 


lack  Martin 
& Associates ,  Inc. 

INSURANCE 
Morgan  Wells 

Yacht/Ship  Specialist 


Annapolis  410.267.8818 
Toll  Free  800.421.8818  •  Fax  410.267.8229 

111  Forbes  Street,  Annapolis,  Maryland  21401 


CLASSIC  WOODEN  GAFF  SCHOONER 

KA’IULANI 


Luxury  Corporate  &  Private  Adventures 

r 

uses  49  HAPPY  SAILORS 
WINTER  SUNDAY  SAILS  FROM 
BRICKYARD  COVE,  POINT  RICHMOND 


DISCOVERY  YACHT  CHARTERS 

415-331-1333  *  SFYACHT.COM 

>  - —Sr 


The  Finest  Yachting 
Vacations  in  the  Islands 


Bareboat  &  Skippered  Charters  High-Speed  Service  Boat 
Sailboats  &  Powerboats  Holding  Tanks  in  All  Yachts 

Sailboat  &  Powerboat  Instruction  Plentiful  Free  Parking 


Charter  in  Canada  where  your 
U.S.  Dollar  buys  you  more! 


Gateway  to  the  spectacular  Gulf  Islands  and 
San  Juan  Islands.  You're  closer  to  our  Islands 
than  you  think!  Only  minutes  from  Victoria 
Airport  and  ferries  on  Vancouver  Island. 


BOSON 

CHARTERS 

Sidney,  B.C.  Canada 


2240  Harbour  Rd.  Box  2464L 
Sidney,  BC,  Canada  V8L  3Y3 
Fax  (250)  656-4935 

1-800-226-3694 

www.bosuns.bc.ca 


VieW  our  yachts  on  the  web  or  call  for  our  colour  brochure. 


Discover 
magnificent ' 
D€SOlflTlON  SOUND  & 
PfllNC€SS  LOUISA 
INL6T  on  one  of 
our  beautiful  25' 
to  44'  Sail  or 
Power  yachts 

One.  week  traxelroat  cfiaiteii. 
ilaiting  at  $6p>0 

#101-1819  Beaufort  five.,  Comox,  0C,  Canada  V9M  1R9 
(250)  339-7222  FfiX  (250)  339-221 7 
e-mail  charter@mars.ark.com  http://ujuuuj.ark.com/~charter 


SAILING  THE  SAN  JUANS 


Premier  Sailboat  •  Learn  'N  Cruise  /  •  Better  Built 

Charter  Service  of  ASA  Bareboat  Charter  Sailboats  oily 
the  Pacific  Northwest  Certification  on  6-day  30'-44' 
liveaboard  cruise. 

Competitive  Bates.  Call  us  today! 

San  Juan  Sailing 


1-800-677-7245 

FAX  (360)  671-4301 


Discover  one  of  the  world's  best 
vacation  secrets,  the 
Find  thetrs _^SsTioId 

power  and 

fachts.  Call  or  write  for  our  free 
irochure  and  plan  your  dream  vacation! 


1-800-828-7337 

http://www.penmar.com 


fc  PEN  MAR  MARINE  COMPANY 

yacht  charters 

2011  Skyline  Way  •  Anacortes,  WA  98221 


Follow  the  wild  and  intricate  shoreline  of  the 
famed  "Northwest  Passage"  with  AYC,  experts 
in  the  art  of  Northwest  Cruising.  Cruise  past 
gigantic  mountains,  through  deep  fjords  and 
mist  shrouded  inlets  teaming  with  countless 
varieties  of  plants,  animals  and  sea  creatures. 

<c\  With  several  fantastic  itineraries  to  choose 
'  from  including  Glacier  Bay  and  Tracy  Arm 
we're  sure  that  one  of  our  Alaska 
cruises  will  be  the  time  of  your  life! 


Sill; 


Yacht  Charters 


Call  for  more  ml 
and  a  free  charter  guide: 

1-800-233-3004 

or  insit  our  website:  www.ayc.com 
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CHANCES 


With  reports  this  month  from  Dansl  in  Sint  Maarten  on  swallowing  the 
anchor;  Blarney3  on  a  second  post  Ha-Ha  cruise  in  the  Sea  of  Cortez;  Des¬ 
tiny  on  harbor-hopping  to  the  Pacific  Northwest;  Ti'ama  on  a  rough  Sea  of 
Cortez  crossing  contributing  to  a  marriage  proposal;  Dreamer  on  leaving 
Australia  for  adventures  in  Indonesia;  Padre  Timo  of  Scallywag  on  the 
spring  cruiser  races  in  Mexico;  Spindrift  on  making  an  inland  (!)  passage 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  of  Baja;  and  Cruise  Notes. 


Dans'l  —  Niagara  36 
Robert  &  Dana  Bundy 
Swallowing  The  Anchor 
(Sint  Maarten,  Caribbean) 

After  four  boats  and  25  years  of  cruis¬ 
ing  —  both  in  the  Pacific  and  in  the  Car¬ 
ibbean  —  we’ve  decided  it's  time  for  a 
change.  As  a  result,  we're  gradually  pull¬ 
ing  out  of  the  Caribbean. 

Last  May,  Bob  sailed  Dans'l  back  to 
Summerfield  Yacht  Brokers  in  Fort  Lau¬ 
derdale  to  list  her  for  sale.  We'd  had  the 
boat  commissioned  there  eight  years  ago 
prior  to  her  maiden  voyage  to  Sint 
Maarten.  That  was  the  beginning  of  our 
retirement  dream,  and  our  eight  years  of 
sailing  through  the  Caribbean  turned  out 
to  be  everything  we  hoped  it  would  be. 

In  addition  to  selling  the  boat,  we're 
also  selling  our  condo  at  the  Simpson  Bay 
YC  here  in  Sint  Maarten. 

As  you  undoubtedly  heard,  hurricane 
Georges  slammed  into  Sint  Maarten  last 
September,  but  fortunately  there  weren't 
many  cruising  boats  in  the  area.  The  is¬ 
land  learned  so  much  from  the  devasta¬ 
tion  of  hurricane  Luis  in  September  of  '95 
—  1,200  boats  lost  in  the  lagoon  alone  — 
that  repairs  and  improvements  are  well 
underway. 


After  25  years  of  cruising  in  the  Pacific  and  the 
Caribbean,  Robert  and  Dana  are  swallowing  the 
anchor.  Their  memories,  however,  go  on. 


As  you're  well  aware,  Sint  Maarten  is 
a  great  island:  it's  beautiful,  there  are  lots 
of  good  chandleries,  you  can  receive  boat 
parts  duty  free,  the  provisioning  is  excel¬ 
lent  —  and  there's  a  veritable  feast  of 
neighboring  islands  to  cniise  to.  In  fact, 
it  was  while  we  were  anchored  in 
Gustavia,  St.  Barts,  that  the  Wanderer, 
then  aboard  Latitude's  Ocean  71  Big  O, 
spotted  us  and  came  over  for  a  chat. 

During  the  summer,  we  usually  sailed 
south  of  12°N  —  and  not  just  for  Insur¬ 
ance  reasons.  As  early  Latitude  readers 
might  recall,  our  previous  Dans'l  was  one 
of  28  boats  lost  on  the  beach  at  Cabo  San 
Lucas  on  that  fateful  December  8  in  1982. 
We  learned  that  lesson  early  in  our  cruis¬ 
ing  career  that  you  simply  want  to  avoid 
real  bad  weather. 

We're  not  quite  sure  where  we’re  going 
to  end  up,  as  we're  still  pretty  adventur¬ 
ous.  But  we  did  want  to  wish  happy  holi¬ 
days  to  all  our  sailing  pals  no  matter 
where  they  are.  Our  sailing  days  were 
wonderful,  and  our  guest  log  book  is  plum 
full  of  names.  We  made  friends  with  sail¬ 
ors?  from  all  over  ttje  world,  and  we  still 
keep  in  touch  —  and  not  just  over  the 
SSB.  Along  with  the  many  letters  that 
come  rolling  in  are  a  lot  of  great  memo¬ 
ries,  too. 

—  bob  &  dana  1 1/9/98 

Blarney3  —  Morgan  38 

The  Maher  Family 

December  In  The  Sea 

(Alameda)  H 

"When  are  you  guys  going  on  another 
sailing  trip  to  Mexico?"  our  friends  always 
ask  us.  I  have  to  answer  that  I  honestly 
don’t  know.  Sometimes  the  trips  come  on 
with  little  notice.  Other  times  we  have  a 
trip  planned,  but  it  has  to  be  cancelled. 
Three  years  ago,  for  example,  we  did  the 
Baja  Ha-Ha  with  our  two  boys  —  who  were 
five  and  seven  at  the  time.  We  had  such  a 
great  time  that  we  were  going  to  do  it  again 
the  next  year  —  until  my  husband  Chris, 
the  Good  Samaritan,  volunteered  to  be¬ 
come  a  human  fender  between  two  boats. 
We  weren't  going  anywhere  with  his  frac¬ 
tured  pelvis! 

Last  year  I  told  everyone  that  we  might 
be  doing  the  Ha-Ha  again.  However,  I 


didn't  want  to  jinx  anything  by  saying  we 
would  for  sure.  When  our  Morgan. 38  had 
engine  trouble  and  a  minor  electrical  fire, 
and  ended  up  in  Dana  Point  rather  than 
San  Diego,  I  figured  we  weren't  going  any¬ 
where.  But  then  everything  was  repaired 
quickly. 

Even  while  provisioning  at  the  Costco 
in  San  Diego  just  prior  to  the  start,  1 
wasn't  convinced  we  were  going.  In  fact,  1 
kept  telling  myself  that  we  could  still  use 
the  stuff  even  if  we  didn't  go  to  Mexico. 
Three  things  finally  convinced  me  we  were 
actually  going:  1)  The  excitement  of  Tom 
Lyons  flying  overhead  in  the  Ha-Ha  heli¬ 
copter  taking  photos.  2)  The  fleet  spread¬ 
ing  out  as  we  crossed  the  border  and 
neared  the  Coronado  Islands.  And  3)  The 
onset  of  mal  de  mer. 

Seasick  again!  The  nausea  was  a  re¬ 
minder  of  why  I’m  usually  not  in  a  big 
hurry  to  hop  aboard  a  boat  headed  off¬ 
shore.  Luckily  I  don't  stay  sick  for  long, 
so  by  the  time  the  beach  party  started  at 
Turtle  Bay,  I  remembered  why  it  is  that  I 
sail  to  Mexico.  The  sand  was  so  white,  the 
water  so  warm,  and  all  the  people  we  met 
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Spread;  Eight-year-old  Tom  really  took  to  snor- 
< eling .  Inset;  Quality  family  time  for  the  Mahers 
->n  the  beach  in  Mexico. 

vere  so  terrific.  The  fact  that  my  husband 
s  one  of  the  owners  of  UK  Sailmakers  of 
Uameda  —  one  of  the  supporters  of  the 
-ia-Ha  —  made  it  all  the  more  fun  because 
ve  got  to  sail  south  with  many  of  our  cus- 
omers. 

After  a  great  trip  to  Cabo  and  the  end 
>f  the  Ha-Ha,  we  decided  to  head  to  La 
5az  and  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  As  far  as  we 
vere  concerned,  Los  Frailes,  our  first  stop 
in  the  way  to  the  Sea  of  Cortez,  turned 
>ut  to  be  the  best  anchorage  of  all.  The 
ioys  and  I  particularly  enjoyed  the  snor¬ 
kling  as  there  were  huge  schools  of  fish 
ight  by  the  boat.  Eight -year-old  Thomas 
ust  about  gave  me  heart  failure,  however, 
vhen  he  decided  —  in  the  interest  of  un- 
lerwater  photography  —  to  get  up  close 
nd  personal  with  a  rather  large  lobster, 
'he  boy  has  no  fear. 

After  a  bit  of  a  rough  sail  into  a  Norther, 
re  pulled  into  Los  Muertos.  Frankly,  I  was 
till  wondering  why  we’d  left  Los  Frailes. 
'he  key  to  going  north  into  the  Sea  of 


Cortez  from  Cabo  is  to  let  the  conditions 
dictate  when  you  leave.  Since  the  North¬ 
ers  usually  blow  out  in  a  day  or  two,  the 
smartest  thing  is  to  make  sure  you  carry 
a  few  extra  provisions  and  enjoy  the  an¬ 
chorage  you're  in  a  little  longer. 

A  neat  part  of  doing  something  like  the 


Ha-Ha  is  that  you  make  friends  with  folks 
that  you'll  buddyboat  with  afterwards. 
We're  still  great  friends  with  the  folks  we 
buddyboated  with  three  years  ago.  And 
this  year  was  no  different  as  we  aboard 
Blarney3  soon  became  inseperable  from 
the  folks  in  the  Ha-Ha  from  Saga,  Bequia, 
Friendship,  and  Recovery.  The  only  prob¬ 
lem  was  that  our  Morgan  38  was  the  "little 
boat"  while  Matt  and  Polly's  Wylie  65  Saga 
was  the  "big  boat".  In  addition  to  having 
three  kids  aboard,  the  Wylie  65  was  like 
a  magic  hat  because  they  kept  pulling  out 
these  great  toys.  First  they  put  a  dinghy 
in  the  water.  Then  they  pulled  out  a  JY9 
sailboat  that  the  kids  sailed  all  around 
the  anchorages.  Finally  they  produced  an 
even  bigger  dinghy  with  a  bigger  outboard 
and  a  ski  biscuit  with  a  tow  rope.  My  boys 
were  in  heaven!  It  would  have  been  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  them  to  do  their  homework  had 
Matt  and  Polly  not  been  so  disciplined 
about  their  kids  getting  their  schoolwork 
done  in  the  mornings. 

While  Marina  de  La  Paz  is  a  fine  place, 
we  always  stay  at  Marina  Palmira  because 
Ed,  the  marina  manager,  has  always  been 
so  nice  and  accommodating  to  us  and 
other  cruisers.  Having  left  our  boat  there 
once  before,  we  felt  confident  returning. 
In  fact,  when  we  returned,  we  knew  al¬ 
most  every  boat  at  the  dock!  The  fact  that 
many  of  them  had  come  down  with  us  as 
part  of  the  Ha-Ha  in  '95  and  are  still  there 
indicates  how  much  they  enjoy  it.  Our 
boys  love  the  Dinghy  Dock  restaurant  and 
the  beautiful  pool  at  the  marina.  There  is 
a  fruit  and  veggie  cart  that  calls  on  the 
marina  each  day,  and  if  you  want  to  do 

Group  bonfires  on  the  beach  were  so  much  fun 
that  all  the  boats  anchored  at  El  Cardonal  de¬ 
cided  to  start  a  yacht  club. 
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other  shopping,  it's  only  a  short  taxi  ride 
downtown.  It's  so  comfortable  in  the  mini 
paradise  of  a  marina  that  I  can  see  why 
some  folks  find  it  hard  to  get  motivated  to 
cruise  out  to  the  nearby  islands! 

However,  after  relaxing  at  the  marina 
for  awhile,  we  were  determined  to  get  out 
to  the  islands  for  two  weeks.  Provisioning 
wasn't  a  problem,  not  with  the  terrific 
great  CCC  (pronounced  'say,  say,  say') 
supermarket  not  far  away.  The  CCC  has 
everything  that  a  cruiser  could  want,  in¬ 
cluding  a  large  locker  of  already  frozen 
meats.  Our  modest  refrigeration  system 
really  appreciates  meat  that's  already  fro¬ 
zen. 

We  don’t  have  a  watermaker,  so  mak¬ 
ing  our  90  gallons  last  two  weeks  is  al¬ 
ways  fun.  At  least  the  water  from  the 
marina's  dock  was  fine  for  drinking.  And 
our  friends  Larry  and  Bill  were  so  gener¬ 
ous  with  the  watermaker  water  on  Recov¬ 
ery.  Larry,  who  is  a  doctor,  told  us  the 
water  was  so  pure  he  could  use  it  to  irri¬ 
gate  with  during  surgery! 

Our  time  out  at  the  islands  once  again 
proved  there's  nothing  like  buddyboating 
friends,  as  we  shared  all  kinds  of  activi¬ 
ties:  Thanksgiving  dinner  to  bonfires  and 
campouts  on  the  beach,  and  hiking,  snor- 
keling  and  spearfishing.  Of  all  the  great 
times,  though,  the  potlucks  were  the  best. 
One  evening,  for  example,  we  bought  four 
kilos  of  shrimp  from  a  shrimper,  had  a 
shelling  party,  and  then  prepared  them 
three  different  ways  with  a  big  bowl  of 
pasta.  The  meal  was  delicious  —  but  it 
was  the  company  that  really  made  the 
evening. 

We  spent  the  most  time  at  the  El 
Cardonal  anchorage,  which  is  right  next 
to  Caleta  Partida,  but  has  a  nicer  beach 
and  isn't  as  crowded.  While  there,  the  El 
Cardonal  YC  was  spontaneously  founded 
The  kids  are  all  right!  When  hanging  out  on  the 
beach,  Caleb,  Patrick,  Hayden,  Thomas,  and 
Addie  didn't  seem  to  miss  rainy  California. 


after  cocktails  around  a  bonfire.  The 
club's  first  meal  was  some  of  the  catch  of 
expert  spearfisher  Doug  of  Bequia,  which 
was  then  tastefully  marinated  by  his  wife 
Teresa.  What  a  great  group  of  people! 

Even  though  we' would  have  been  quite 
happy  to  stay  at  El  Cardonal,  we  decided 
we  should  really  move  on.  Having  previ¬ 
ously  enjoyed  Isla  San  Francisco,  we 
headed  back.  Once  again  the  wind  was 
blowing  out  of  the  north,  but  we  decided 
to  just  keep  pounding  against  it  until  we 
got  there.  It  took  most  of  the  day,  but  what 
a  picturesque  island! 

Once  we  settled  in  there,  the  same 
thing  happened:  It  was  so  nice  that  no¬ 
body  wanted  to  Move!  One  boat  told  us  to 
forget  Isla  San  Jose  because  there  were 
too  many  bugs,  and  another  told  us 
Evaristo  wasn’t  as  pretty.  So  the  only  rea¬ 
son  we  did  leave  was  to  get  back  to  La 
Paz  to  catch  a  flight  back  to  California. 
Once  again  we'd  failed  to  make  it  very  far 
into  the  Sea  of  Cortez  for  the  same  rea¬ 
son  —  we  were  having  too  much  fun. 

For  folks  planning  on  heading  to 
Mexico  and  wondering  about  sailing  up 
into  the  Sea  of  Cortez  in  November,  it's 
the  second  time  we've  done  it.  On  both 


While  Los  Muertos  has  a  morose  name,  it's  a 
good  place  to  wait  out  Northers.  Thomas  decided 
it  wasn't  a  bad  place  to  hike,  either. 

occasions  we  left  Cabo  about  November 
8,  shortly  after  the  finish  of  the  Ha-Ha. 
On  both  occasions,  we  had  great  weather. 
The  air  temperature  was  a  very  pleasant 
88°,  which  wasn't  too  hot  and  certainly 
wasn't  cool.  We  didn't  even  need 
sweatshirts  in  the  evening.  The  water  tem¬ 
perature  was  82°.  A  couple  of  Northers 
blew  through,  but  at  only  around  25 
knots.  We  flew  home  on  December  1G  — 
just  a  few  days  before  the  weather  in  the 
Sea  of  Cortez  reportedly  dropped  into  the 
mid-70s.  But  it's  Januaiy  20,  and  the 
weather  report  shows  La  Paz  to  be  88° 
again. 

How  and  when  are  we  bringing  the  boat 
back  to  the  Bay?  I  don't  have  any  idea, 
we’re  too  spontaneous. 

—  sheila  1/20/99 

Destiny  —  44  Nauticat 

Duane  &  Pat 

San  Juan,  Gulf  and  Discovery  islands 

(Northern  California) 

We've  enjoyed  and  been  inspired  by 
Latitude  for  several  years,  so  in  March  of 
last  year  sent  in  a  letter  looking  for  crew 
to  go  north  with  us.  We  didn't  find  any- 
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one,  so  my  wife  and  I  —  both  in  our  mid- 
60s  —  headed  out  the  Gate  ourselves  on 
May  4  and  turned  right. 


We  harbor-hopped  most  of  the  way  up 
the  coasts  of  California,  Oregon  and 
Washington,  and  even  stopped  in  the 
ports  that  are  not  recommended  by 
Charlie's  Charts.  As  one  always  must  ex¬ 
pect  when  headed  north,  we  had  some 
pretty  rough  seas,  but  we  never  had  any 
doubts  about  Destiny  being  able  to  handle 
the  conditions. 

Once  in  the  Northwest,  we  explored  the 
San  Juans  as  well  as  the  Gulf  and  Dis¬ 
covery  Islands.  We  didn't  linger  in  the  San 
Juans  because  they've  become  so  devel¬ 
oped  with  private  homes  that  you  no 
longer  get  the  feeling  of  remote  anchor¬ 
ages.  But  when  we  moved  on  to  the  Gull' 
and  Discovery  Islands,  it  was  an  entirely 
different  story,  as  we  found  many  pris¬ 
tine  places  to  anchor  and  explore. 

We  noticed  that  Canada  only  recently 
is  waking  up  to  the  factors  that  cause  wa¬ 
ter  pollution,  but  still  hasn't  clamped 
down  on  mariners.  For  example,  they  have 
very  weak  requirements  for  holding  tanks. 
Because  of  the  resulting  pollution,  most 
Df  the  harbors  and  bays  have  warnings 
3r  even  restrictions  on  taking  shellfish, 
fhis  hadn't  been  a  problem  when  we  were 
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£  there  six  years  ago. 
m  Our  intention  had  been  to  head  up  to 
g  Alaska,  but  we  spent  so  much  time  en- 
8  joying  the  Discovery  Islands  that  we’ll 
have  to  save  that  area  for  another  occa¬ 
sion.  By  the  way,  despite  a  couple  of  days 
of  rain,  the  weather  was  mostly  great. 

During  our  travels,  we  met  some  very 
nice  people  who  were  either  cruising  or 
making  plans  to  do  so  in  the  near  future. 
Some  of  these  acquaintances  took  us 
sightseeing  in  their  local  areas,  invited  us 
to  their  homes  for  dinner,  and  offered  us 
rides  to  do  our  shopping.  It  was  really 
great  to  meet  and  enjoy  the  company  of 
these  fine  people. 

We  also  can't  say  enough  about  the  way 
we  were  assisted  by  the  American  and  Ca¬ 
nadian  Coast  Guards.  We  were  delight¬ 
fully  surprised  about  the  way  they  would 
assist  us  in  entering  unfamiliar  harbors. 
It  was  pretty  obvious  that  some  of  the  sta¬ 
tions  had  been  'bit'  by  some  ungrateful 
mariners  in  the  past,  and  therefore  were 
reluctant  to  give  specific  infprmation  con¬ 
cerning  navigation  aids  and  such.  But  for 
the  most  part  they  treated  us  superbly. 

There  are  always  exceptions  to  the  rule, 
of  course,  and  in  our  case  it  was  the  Cres¬ 
cent  City  Coast  Guard.  They  reminded  us 
of  how  things  apparently  used  to  be  in 
the  bad  old  days  with  the  San  Diego  Har¬ 
bor  Police. 

It  appeared  to  us  that  whatever  depart¬ 
ment  is  in  charge  of  the  aids  to  naviga¬ 
tion  —  such  as  buoys,  markers  and  lights 
—  should  really  take  a  good  look  at  the 
very  poor  and  antiquated  system  and 
bring  it  up  to  date.  When  entering  a 
strange  harbor  at  night  —  which  we  natu¬ 
rally  tried  to  avoid  —  the  navigation  lights 
were  very  dim  and  blended  in  so  well  with 
the  background  lights  that  it  was  nearly 
impossible  to  see  them.  We  also  noticed 
that  green  buoys  blend  right  in  with  the 
water  color,  and  axe  therefore  difficult  to 
see.  It  appears  that  the  navigation  aids 
could  benefit  from  modern  technology 
with  the  use  of  strobe  lights  and  bright 
yellow  and  orange  colors  that  would  con¬ 
trast  dramatically  with  marine  colors.  We 
assume  that  the  objection  would  be  that 
they  don't  have  the  money,  but  we  think 
that's  a  lot  of  bull. 

We'll  give  you  an  example  of  the  prob¬ 
lem.  We  were  being  led  into  a  harbor  late 
one  night  when  the  visibility  was  poor. 
Before  long,  we  lost  our  escort  as  their 
light  blended  in  perfectly  with  the  back¬ 
ground  lights.  When  we  radioed  that  we’d 


lost  them,  they  turned  on  a  small  blue 
strobe  light.  Wow,  what  a  difference  that 
made!  Suddenly  it  was  easy  to  follow 
them. 

Anyone  who  doesn't  believe  there's  a 
problem  should  tiy  entering  Fort  Bragg 
on  an  overcast  night,  as  all  the  green 
lights  mixed  together  make  it  seem  like  a 
Chinese  Fire  Drill  on  New  Years.  We're 
sure  that  the  navigational  light  system 
could  be  greatly  improved  —  and  prob¬ 
ably  with  a  savings  in  money  and  boats! 

During  our  trip  we  stayed  at  a  couple 
of  ports  on  Indian  Reservations.  Despite 
all  the  freebies  they  receive  from  U.S.  tax¬ 
payers,  they  charge  the  most  money  for 
berthing  despite  having  the  least  conve¬ 
nient  and  poorest  facilities. 

Having  read  so  much  about  Coast 
Guard  boardings  in  Latitude,  we  were  a 
little  apprehensive.  While  it's  true  that  we 
were  boarded  six  times,  the  Coasties  were 
always  pleasant,  so  I  assume  that  the 
people  who  get  upset  by  such  boarding 
have  something  to  hide. 

All  in  all,  we  had  a  wonderful  experi¬ 
ence  and  would  recommend  the  trip  to 
anyone  with  a  well-built  boat  designed  for 
going  to  sea. 

—  duane &  pat  12/5/98 

Duane  &  Pat  —  We'd  love  to  see  a  log 
of  your  trip  to  find  out  how  many  miles 
and  hours  you  made  between  stops,  and 
what  kind  of  weather  you  had  along  the 
way.  Any  chance  you  saved  that  mate¬ 
rial? 

If  you  had  a  bad  experience  with  the 

The  Gulf  and  Discovery  Islands  of  the  Northwest 
are  pristine  and  uncrowded.  And  when  Duane 
and  Pat  were  there,  the  weather  was  fine,  too. 
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Coast  Guard  anywhere  in  this  district,  we 
urge  you  to  take  it  up  with  Captain  Larry 
Hall,  Commander  Group  San  Francisco.  He 
and  the  other  group  commanders  really 
seem  to  care  about  the  service  they  pro¬ 
vide  the  public. 

We  agree  completely  that  navigation 
aids  are  woefully  antiquated  and  that  it's 
often  difficult  or  impossible  to  pick  such 
lights  out  from  background  lighting.  In  our 
opinion,  the  use  of  colored  strobes  and 
other  devices  is  way  overdue. 

Obfecting  to  Coast  Guard  boardings 
doesn't  mean  you  have  something  to  hide 
but  rather  something  to  protect:  specifi¬ 
cally,  the  Fourth  Amendment. 

I 

Ti'ama  —  Cheoy  Lee  35 

Greg  &  Debbie  Nichols 

Marriage  In  Mazatlan 

(San  Diego) 

You  never  know  the  surprises  that 
await  those  who  cross  the  Sea  of  Cortez. 
We  departed  La  Paz  on  Saturday,  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  for  the  approximately  200  mile  pas¬ 
sage  to  Mazatlan.  The  forecast  called  for 
light  and  variable  winds  with  a  southerly 
component.  Since  a  strong  Norther  wasn't 
expected  to  hit  until  Monday,  we  figured 
we  had  enough  time  to  make  it  across 
before  the  weather  turned. 

By  that  evening,  however,  we  knew 
there  had  been  a  mistake  in  the  forecast, 
as  a  Norther  had  already  started  to  blow. 
The  wind  howled  throughout  the  night 
and  into  the  next  day,  with  gusts  as  high 
as  45  knots.  This  created  10  to  12  foot 
seas  atop  1 5  foot  swells.  To  make  the  pas¬ 
sage  even  more  trying,  our  autopilot  failed 
that  first  night  out. 

If  nothing  else,  the  crossing  gave  us 
lots  of  time  to  reflect  on  life  and  feelings. 
So  when  it  was  over,  Greg,  who  had  been 
my  partner  for  five  years,  surprised  me 
by  asking  for  my  hand  in  marriage!  When 
we  arrived  at  Marina  Mazatlan  on  the 


morning  of  December  7,  all  our  friends 
were  excited  to  hear  the  news.  As  some 
would  be  leaving  soon,  we  decided  thfe 
wedding  should  be  held  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  We  picked  Sunday  the  13th  —  real¬ 
izing  that  we'd  be  lucky  to  get  everything 
ready  by  then. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  marina 
hosted  another  free  —  you  read  right  — 
all-you-can-drink  margarita  party  with 
appetizers.  This  was  the  second  free  party 
in  just  five  days!  Anyway,  it  was  the  per¬ 
fect  opportunity  to  make  wedding  plans 

—  even  though  none  of  us  knew  the  re¬ 
quired  procedures  in  Mexico.  But  as  soon 
as  Capt.  Mario,  the  Marina  Mazatlan 
Harbormaster,  and  Sylvia,  his  assistant, 
heard  the  news,  they  started  making  in¬ 
quiries. 

On  Friday,  Mario  drove  Greg  and  I  to 
the  Registro  Civil  to  take  care  of  the  pa¬ 
perwork.  If  it  hadn't  been  for  Mario,  we'd 
have  still  been  there  trying  to  figure  out 
what  to  do!  But  Mario  escorted  us  right 
through  the  bustling  crowd  and  up  to  a 
woman  who  was  busy  helping  several 
people  in  line.  She  immediately  dropped 
what  she  was  doing  to  attend  to  Mario. 
As  he  translated  for  us,  she  typed  away 

—  then  told  us  a  judge  would  be  at  the 
marina  on  Sunday  to  perform  the  cer¬ 
emony.  As  we  walked  out  of  the  building, 
Mario  explained  that  she  would  be  our 
judge! 

Mario  then  drove  us  to  three  different 
restaurants  to  get  bids  for  a  catered  re¬ 
ception.  We  had  a, few  friends  at  El  Cid 
Marina  also,  and  decided  we'd  like  to  have 
the  ceremony  in  the  grotto.  But  we  defi¬ 
nitely  wanted  the  reception  to  be  held  at 
Marina  Mazatlan,  where  we  all  feel  much 

On  the  happy  day,  Greg  and  Debbie,  center,  were 
flanked  by  Mario  and  Sylvia  on  their  right,  and 
Capt.  Mario  and  Patricia  on  their  left. 


more  at  home. 


By  S.aturday,  the  clothes  had  been 
bought,  the  cake  and  flowers  ordered,  the 
restaurant  hired,  and  the  rings  bought. 
The  weather  even  got  better,  too,  as  the 
wind  finally  died  down.  All  was  ready  — 
except  for  an  answer  from  the  El  Cid  as 
to  whether  we  could  use  their  grounds 
for  the  ceremony.  The  El  Cid  finally  agreed 
—  with  the  stipulation  that  we  attend  their 
champagne  brunch  first  so  they  could 
make  a  little  money.  After  discussing  it 
with  everyone,  we  decided  we  could  live 
with  it  —  after  all,  the  El  Cid  throws  a 
first  class  brunch! 

Despite  the  fact  that  eveiything  was 
arranged  on  such  short  notice,  we  had  a 
wonderful  wedding  ceremony  with  all  of 
our  friends  in  attendance.  Jim  and 
Marlene  of  Spike  and  Larry  and  Phyllis  of 
Tiare  were  our  official  witnesses.  Joe  of 
Valkyre  was  our  interpreter.  We  have  some 
great  stills  and  video  thanks  to  our  offi¬ 
cial  photographers,  Pauline  of  Sundancer 
II  and  Ray  of  Party  Animal.  Gail  of  Elaine 
sang  a  fantastic  a  capella  version  of  Sur¬ 
round  Me  With  Love.  Other  friends  that 
attended  were  Ray  of  Sundancer  II,  Jan 
of  Party  Animal,  Klaus  of  Elaine,  Fred  and 
Barb  of  Friedel,  Bill  and  Doreen  of 


Spread;  Indonesian  boats  at  'Bajo'.  Inset  left;  Rog 
and  Deb  at  Buley  Rock  Holes  near  Darwin;  Inset 
right;  souvenirs  from  Lombock  Island. 


Lanakai,  Bob  and  Stephanie  of  Lone  Star. 
PJ  and  Geri  of  Tsing  Tao,  Vern  and  Ed  of 
Pacific  Star,  and  Captain  Mario  and  his 
wife  Patricia. 

We  were  delighted  to  have  so  many  of 
our  cruising  friends  in  one  place  to  at¬ 
tend,  and  were  blessed  to  have  two  people 
like  Mario  and  Sylvia  to  help  make  it  hap¬ 
pen  and  to  share  our  joy.  We  couldn’t  have 
done  it  without  them!  This  was  our  first 
time  in  Mazatlan,  and  we  were  made  to 
feel  so  welcome! 

Thank  you  to  everyone  who  made  our 
special  day  so  special! 

—  greg  &  debbie  12/20/98 

Dreamer  —  Passport  40 

Roger  &  Debby  Cason 

Into  the  Orient 

(San  Francisco)  # 

Although  we're  now  slowly  powering  up 
he  Mallaca  Straits  between  Singapore 
md  Thailand,  I'd  like  to  resume  our  tale 
starting  in  May  of  98,  which  is  when  we 
ieparted  Bundaberg,  Australia.  During 
he  next  four  months  we  cruised  to  and 
hrough  Indonesia  —  in  a  somewhat  hur¬ 


ried  manner  that  reminded  me  of  '92  when 
we  left  San  Diego  and  somewhat  hurried 
across  the  Pacific  to  get  to  New  Zealand 
before  the  start  of  the  South  Pacific  cy¬ 
clone  season. 

The  two  things  prompting  us  to  move 
quickly  in  '98  were  the  timing  of  the  June 
28  Over  the  Top  Rally  between  Gove  and 
Darwin,  and  the  fact  that  once  you  get 
your  Indonesian  visa  stamped,  you  only 
have  two  months  to  work  your  way 
through  all  of  those  wonderful  islands 
before  the  visa  expires.  True,  you  can  get 
your  visas  renewed,  but  it  costs  a  couple 
of  hundred  dollars.  Furthermore,  by  Oc¬ 
tober  the  winds  in  Indonesia  lighten  up 
and  thus  you'd  be  faced  with  lots  of  un¬ 
pleasant  motoring  against  adverse  cur¬ 
rents. 

We  covered  1,730  miles  from 
Bundaberg  to  Gove  in  43  days.  Ten  of 
these  days  were  spent  sailing  day  and 
night;  nine  of  the  days  we  spent  sailing 
during  the  day  only;  and  24  were  lay  days. 
The  highlights  of  this  leg  were  Zoe  Bay  on 
Hinchinbrook  Island,  where  we  swam  in 
the  beautiful  waterfall;  free-falling  for 
10,000  feet  while  skydiving  in  Caims;  and 
daysailing  up  the  beautiful  northeast 
coast  of  Australia  between  the  Great  Bar¬ 


rier  Reef  and  the  mainland.  We  also  had 
beautiful  tailwinds  of  20  to  30  knots  the 
entire  way,  which  made  for  exhilarating 
sailing. 

Once  north  of  Cairns,  we  discovered 
that  the  rugged  coast  is  almost  deserted. 
We  did  stop  at  Lizard  Island  to  climb  to 
Cook's  Lookout  for  a  fabulous  view  of  the 
treacherous  waters  Capt.  James  Cook 
navigated  without  the  aid  of  charts  or 
GPS.  It's  only  after  sailing  these  tricky 
waters  that  you  can  begin  to  develop  the 
proper  respect  for  the  skill  and  courage 
of  Cook  and  his  men. 

Near  the  ’top'  of  Australia,  we  took  a 
shortcut  through  Albany  Pass,  which 
brought  us  out  right  at  Cape  York.  We 
then  headed  across  the  Gulf  of 
Carpentaria,  which  behaved  really  nicely 
during  our  first  two  days.  On  the  last  day, 
however,  we  had  unpleasant  beam  seas 
once  the  wind  piped  up  to  30  knots.  We 
pulled  into  Gove  on  June  19th  —  my 
birthday!  — 7  and  had  a  delicious  dinner 
at  the  Gove  YC  with  other  yachties  who 
had  also  sailed  up  the  coast  for  the  Over 
The  Top. 

There  were  32  yachts  in  the  rally,  and 
while  the  organizers  made  it  clear  that  it 
was  not  a  race,  there  was  nonetheless  a 
mild  sense  of  competition  in  the  air.  Natu¬ 
rally,  I  caught  it,  and  thus  wanted  to  fly 
the  spinnaker  more.  And  we  did.  Indeed, 
one  of  the  benefits  of  participating  in  the 
rally  is  that  we're  more  comfortable  flying 
the /chute  than  ever.  Another  benefit  was 
meeting  other  great  cruisers,  who  we  con¬ 
tinued  to  sail  with  in  Indonesia  —  and 
who1  we're  sailing  with  to  Phuket! 

Once  we  got  to  Darwin,  we  reunited 
Everywhere  the  Casons  went  in  Indonesia,  they 
saw  smiling  faces.  This  is  Ludya  Era  of  Nongsa 
Point  Marina,  Batam  Island. 
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with  Sea  Wolf,  a  58-foot  steel  cutter  that 
had  been  docked  across  from  us  in 
Bundaberg.  Albert  and  Cony  Dolman,  the 
Dutch  couple  who  own  the  boat  with  their 
20-year-old  daughter,  Tessa,  have  lived 
in  Australia  for  the  past  17  years.  We  hired 
a  car  together  and  visited  Litchfield  Na¬ 
tional  Park  for  a  day  of  visiting  three  large 
waterfalls  and  studying  termite  mounds 
—  the  largest  of  which  was  18  feet  tall! 
Having  enjoyed  each  other’s  company  so 
much,  we  decided  to  buddyboat  through 
Indonesia. 

We  then  spent  three  weeks  in  Darwin, 
reprovisioning,  working  on  boat  projects, 
and  such.  We  left  for*  Indonesia  on  July 
30,  five  days  after  Sea  Wolf  had  taken  off 
in  the  Darwin  to  Ambon  Race. 

Indonesia  was  much,  much,  much 
nicer  than  we  thought  it  was  going  to  be! 
The  huge  fires  that  had  caused  so  much 
trouble  last  year  were  gone,  so  there  was 
no  problem  with  visibility  or  breathing. 
In  addition,  the  children  were  better  be¬ 
haved  than  we  had  anticipated,  and  we 
saw  no  political  demonstrations  or  other 
signs  of  unrest  —  although  we  did  avoid 
Java.  We  only  heard  about  one  theft  from 
a  boat,  but  it  was  a  big  one:  a  computer 
and  stereo  system.  I  feel  sorry  for  the  folks 
who  were  robbed,  but  I  think  they  set 
themselves  up  for  it  by  being  too  trust¬ 
ing.  Even  when  in  America  I  lock  the  car 
when  I  go  to  the  supermarket.  So  out  here, 
we  lock  our  boat,  too. 

From  Darwin,  we  sailed  almost  due 
north  for  nearly  four  days  to  reach  the 
Banda  Islands.  It  was  mostly  a  beam 
reach  with  beam  seas  that  continued  to 
build.  Although  the  seas  weren't  too  large, 


Komodo  dragons,  basically  eight-foot  lizards, 
aren  't  the  quickest  or  most  terrifying  beasts.  But 
they  wouldn't  mind  dining  on  your  flesh. 


we  nonetheless  took  four  of  them  down 
the  companionway  and  into  the  galley!  It 
was  one  of  those  situations  where  it  was 
so  hot  you  kept  wanting  the  companion- 
way  doors  open  for  ventilation,  but  when 
you  opened  them  a  wave  would  leap 
aboard  and  splash  down  below.  We're  now 
experienced  at  mopping  up  saltwater. 

We  arrived  off  Banda  Harbor  before 
dawn,  so  we  hove  to  until  it  was  light.  Al¬ 
though  it  started  to  rain  at  first  light, 
Banda  looked  really  nifty.  We  spent  a 
couple  of  hours  debating  what  to  do,  and 
decided  that  in  order  to  keep  pace  with 
Sea  Wolf,  we'd  have  to  sail  to  Buton  Strait 
on  the  west  side  of  Buton  Island  and 
southeast  of  Sulawesi.  Our  timing  was 
perfect,  as  we  arrived  at  our  destination 
just  an  hour  after  Sea  Wolf  —  and  right 
after  our  friends  aboard  Mulloka  in  from 
Australia  and  Karaka  III  from  New 
Zealand.  ' 

During  our  passage  we'd  stopped  at 
three  different  places.  The  first  was  the 
village  of  Labuan  Blanda,  where  lots  of 
children  came  out  to  visit  us  in  dugout 
canoes,  and  where  we  went  ashore  to  visit 
a  waterfall  near  the  village.  It  was  a  great 
experience.  The  second  was  at  Lebutan 
Island,  where  we  did  some  snorkeling  and 
enjoyed  a  beach  barbecue  with  the  six 
other  boats  in  the  anchorage.  The  third 
was  three  miles  south  of  the  town  of  Bau 
Bau  near  the  south  end  of  the  Strait  — 
where  we  hired  a  longboat  to  take  19  of 
us  from  the  anchorage  into  town  to 
reprovision.  What  fun! 

The  next  place  our  group  of  four  boats 
sailed  to  was  to  Kepulauan  Bonerate,  the 
third  largest  atoll  in  the  world.  Better 
known  as  Tiger  Atoll,  it's  a  bunch  of  little 
islands  surrounded  by  one  reef  structure 
with  numerous  passes.  We  stayed  at  two 
different  islands,  one  of  which  had  a  huge 
coral  horrible,  that  made  for  terrific  snor¬ 
keling.  The  second  island  had  some  in¬ 
teresting  coral  because  the  natives  had 
stopped  dynamiting  the  reef  in  an  attempt 
to  help  some  seeded  giant  clams  survive. 
Sad  to  say,  but  the  Indonesians  do  dyna¬ 
mite  their  coral  reefs  in  order  to  catch  fish. 
They  also  send  out  countless  fishing  boats 
with  bright  lights  at  night  which  makes  it 
easy  for  them  to  scoop  up  fish  in  nets. 
Thanks  to  such  reckless  fishing  practices, 
we  weren't  surprised  that  we  didn't  see 
g  any  large  fish  in  Indonesia.  In  fact  all  you 
<  see  is  small  reef  fish  in  places  they  haven't 
£  hit  with  dynamite  recently. 
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From  the  Tiger  Atoll,  we  sailed  to  the 
island  of  Bonerate,  north  of  Flores  Island, 
and  had  a  wonderful  time!  Bonerate  Is¬ 
land  is  famous  for  being  the  center  of  tra¬ 
ditional  cargo  boatbuilding  in  the  region. 
As  we  walked  up  and  down  the  island  tak¬ 
ing  photos  and  inspecting  all  of  the  ships 
being  built  by  hand,  we  were  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  troop  of  children  and  young 
teenagers  who  tagged  along  and  tried  to 
talk  to  us.  Although  the  language  barrier 
was  impenetrable,  they  were  the  nicest 
kids.  We  particularly  liked  the  fact  that 
they  were  interested  in  us  as  people  rather 
than  for  what  we  might  give  them.  Rog 
had  our  Polaroid  camera  with  him,  so  we 
took  a  lot  of  pictures  of  people  along  the 
way,  especially  those  who  had  babies.  The 
locals  loved  watching  the  photos  develop 

—  and  receiving  them. 

Our  next  stop  was  Lebuhanbajo  — 
'Bajo'  for  short  —  on  the  northwest  side 
of  Flores  Island.  We  liked  this  picturesque 
city  so  much  that  we  stayed  for  five  days 

—  our  longest  stop  to  date.  The  most  re¬ 
laxing  of  those  days  was  when  we  and  the 
Dolmans  hired  an  Indonesian  dive  boat 
to  go  out  to  two  of  the  off-lying  islands  for 
two  scuba  dives  and  lunch  in  between. 
The  big  and  bulky  dive  boat  had  no  re¬ 
verse,  so  it  was  really  interesting  getting 
out  of  the  harbor.  We  didn't  know  we  were 
going  to  be  the  only  five  customers  on  the 
boat,  but  it  was  great!  We  really  enj oyed 
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Harbormaster  Dick  Markie  points  to  some  of  the 
attractions  at  Paradise  Village  Marina,  home  of 
the  Banderas  Bay  Regatta. 


our  first  dive,  but  by  the  time  we  got 
around  to  doing  the  second  one  it  had 
become  cloudy  and  everything  was  duller. 
Still,  I  enjoyed  being  under  the  water  and 
doing  somersaults  down  there.  I  like  it 
when  my  head  is  straight  down  and  my 
feet  are  straight  up!  As  far  as  pelagics  are 
concerned,  I  only  saw  one  three-foot  tuna. 
Otherwise  it  was  only  reef  fish,  with  no 
sharks,  turtles,  rays,  barracuda  or  grou¬ 
per. 

Karaka  III  and  Mulloka  III  left  Bajo  be¬ 
fore  us,  so  from  this  point  on  we  were  just 
buddyboating  with  Sea  Wolf —  although 
ive  also  hooked  up  with  Evanna  in  sev¬ 
eral  places.  Our  next  significant  stop  was 
Rinca  Island,  one  of  the  two  homes  of  the 
Komodo  dragons.  We  took  a  three-hour 
guided  bush  walk  and  saw  three  Komodo 
dragons,  but  they  were  all  near  the  Park 
Headquarters.  I  suspect  that  the  rangers 
bed  these  dragons  regularly,  because  they 
seem  relatively  tame.  In  fact,  I  was  able 
:o  get  fairly  close  for  my  photos.  One  of 
:he  dragons  paused,  while  walking  along, 
:o  take  the  most  interesting  pee  I've  ever 
seen.  It  came  out  in  one  quick  splat,  leav- 
ng  a  large  puddle  of 'a  substance  that 
ooked  similar  to  milk! 

The  dragons  do  have  a  poisonous  bite, 
lowever,  so  they  can  bring  down  large 


prey  such  as  water  buffalo.  The  dragons 
sneak  out  from  hiding  places,  bite  the 
water  buffalo  in  the  leg,  then  run  off  again. 
Unfortunately,  it  takes  the  now-poisoned 
water  buffalo  about  two  weeks  to  die. 

Having  already  seen  the  dragons,  we 
skipped  Komodo  Island,  their  other  home, 
and  sailed  northwest  to  Banta  Island.  If 
you're  looking  for  a  veiy  lovely  and  unin¬ 
habited  anchorage  with  very  good  snor- 
keling,  this  is  the  place.  Unfortunately, 
we  only  spent  36  hours  there.  But  one 
night  Peter  Evans  of  Evanna  and  I  pulled 
out  our  guitars  and  we  had  a  lovely 
songfest  with  Sea  Wolf  listening  in  and 
thoroughly  enjoying  the  evening. 

From  Banta  Island,  Sea  Wolf,  Evanna, 
and  Dreamer  did  a  48-hour  sail  —  pass¬ 
ing  a  very  interesting  volcano  —  enroute 
to  Kombal  Bay  on  the  northwest  side  of 
Lombok  Island.  We  stayed  in  Kombal  Bay 
for  four  days  and  just  loved  what  we  saw 
of  this  island.  On  the  second  and  third 
days,  Peter  arranged  for  the  eight  of  us  to 
be  driven  all  around  the  western  portion 
of  Lombok  Island  in  two  air-conditioned, 
Land  Rover-type  vehicles.  The  tour  driv¬ 
ers  knew  the  best  places  to  take  us,  so 
we  got  to:  feed  monkeys,  visit  a  small  wa¬ 
terfall,  watch  sugar  cakes  being  made,  see 
the  natives  plow  their  rice  paddies  with 
water  buffalo  and  cultivate  peanuts  by 
hand,  visit  a  weaving  company  and  a  carv- 
ing  business,  and  drive  over  a  mountain 
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pass  on  one  day  and  down  the  coast  road 
on  the  second  day. 

We  went  into  the  capital  city  of 
Mataram,  and  right  past  the  government 
buildings  that  supposedly  had  been  the 
site  of  heavy  rioting  the  day  before,  but 
we  saw  no  problems.  We  then  shopped  at 
one  of  the  great  open  markets  of  the  is¬ 
land  nations,  where  they  sell  all  sorts  of 
local  produce.  We  even  found  an  Internet 
cafe  before  stopping  for  some  pizza  at  one 
of  the  tourist  hotels  along  the  coast.  Our 
drivers  were  great  and  everyone  had  a 
great  two  days. 

—debbie  12/15/98 


Cruiser  Racing  In  Mexico 
Padre  Timo,  Chairman 
(Banderas  Bay  &  La  Paz) 

Two  excellent  —  but  very  different  — 
sailing  regattas  for  cruising  sailors  will  be 
held  in  Mexico  this  spring. 

The  first  is  the  Regata  de  Bahia  de 
Banderas  —  The  Banderas  Bay  Regatta 
—  to  be  held  March  17-21  just  north  of 
Puerto  Vallarta.  The  race  headquarters, 
the  parties  and  the  closing  awards  ban¬ 
quet  will  be  held  at  the  luxurious  Para¬ 
dise  Resort  &  Marina  in  Nuevo  Vallarta. 

Nuevo  Vallarta  is  just  a  few  miles  north 
of  Marina  Vallarta  in  the  neighboring  state 
of  Nayarit,  and  is  home  to  both  Marina 
Nuevo  Vallarta  and  Paradise  Village  & 
Marina.  The  former  is  on  the  south  side 
of  the  channel,  the  latter  is  on  the  north 
side.  Marina  Nuevo  Vallarta  is,  how  can 
we  put  it  politely,  one  of  the  most  'homely' 
marinas  in  Mexico,  while  Paradise  Village 
Marina,  across  the  way,  is  one  of  the  most 
luxurious  and  plush. 

Banderas  Bay  is  a  wonderful  sailing 
spot,  with  warm  weather,  generally  sunny 


Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing  Week  —  the  original  Baja 
Ha-Ha  —  was  first  held  in  1984.  Does  anybody 
still  have  the  original  'Check  List'  T-shirt? 
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skies,  toasty  ocean  temperatures  —  and 
perhaps  most  importantly,  consistent  af¬ 
ternoon  winds  of  between  10  and  18 
knots.  The  Banderas  Bay  Regatta  receives 
amazing  support  from  both  local  busi¬ 
nesses  and  the  cruising  community.  And 
Paradise  Village  pours  gallons  of  drinks 
and  serves  tons  of  food  for  the  modest 
entry  fee  —  while  giving  participants  full 
run  of  their  superb  destination  resort  fa¬ 
cility.  You  should  see  the  place! 

The  Banderas  Bay  Regatta  is  such  a 
good  deal  that  as  many  non-racers  as  rac¬ 
ers  sign  up. 

The  much  older  Sea  of  Cortez  Sailing 
Week,  April  17-25,  is  similar  in  that  it's  a 
casual  event  that  receives  great  support 
from  local  businesses  as  well  as  cruisers. 
While  the  Banderas  Bay  event  is  lavish, 
the  fun  at  La  Paz  is  more  'home  grown', 
and  most  of  it  takes  place  up  at  uninhab¬ 
ited  Caleta  Partida,  20  miles  to  the  north. 

Opening  ceremonies  for  Sailing  Week 
are  held  at  the  local  Navy  base  recreation 
area,  and  there's  lots  of  music,  dancing, 
entertainment  by  local  performers,  and 
plenty  of  beer  and  food  cart  munchies. 
Candidates  for  King  and  Queen  of  the 
Week  are  nominated,  and  the  full  group 
of  cruisers  assembles  for  the  first  time. 

The  following  day,  the  fleet  of  between 
75  to  100  boats  'races'  out  of  beautiful  La 
Paz  Harbor  on  the  fresh  morning  breeze 
to  the  large  island  anchorage  of  Caleta 
Partida.  The  group  then  spends  a  special 
sort  of  week  together,  highlighted  by  a 
couple  of  day  races  for  the  big  boats  and 
some  'dinghy  mania'  races  for  smaller 
boats  on  alternate  days. 

The  actual  racing,  semi-serious  as 
most  of  it  is,  is  just  a  small  part  of  the 
event's  attraction.  In  addition,  there  are 
endless  shoreside  activities  including  vol¬ 
leyball,  a  chili  cook-off,  potluck  dinners, 


With  a  fine  marina,  a  terrific  resort  on  the  beach 
—  and  waterslides  —  Paradise  Marina  is  a  great 
place  for  a  cruising  regatta. 


music  on  the  beach,  loads  of  activities  for 
kids,  and  endless  socializing  between  n£w 
and  old  friends  from  the  different  boats. 
And  unlike  the  Banderas  Bay  Regatta, 
which  is  based  in  luxury,  Sailing  Week  is 
based  on  an  uninhabited  island  20  miles 
from  anywhere  and  without  any  services 
or  supplies  whatsoever.  Viva  the  natural 
life! 

Friday  night  is  the  awards  ceremony 
and  gala  party  out  on  thte  beach.  Satur¬ 
day  morning  is  saved  for  cleaning  up  the 
beach  and  anchorage,  when  all  the  vol¬ 
unteers  work  hard  to  remove  all  traces  — 
except  for  the  footprints  and  memories  — 
that  anyone  had  ever  been  there. 

Although  the  two  events  are  quite  dif¬ 
ferent,  both  offer  wonderful  times,  great 
socializing,  and  low-key  racing.  Anybody 
wishing  more  information  can  contact  me 
at:  padretimo@aol.com.  I'm  also  known 
as  Tim  Tunks  of  the  Island’er  37 
Scallywag,  and  happen  to  be  Race  Chair¬ 
man  of  both  events. 

—  padre  timo  1/15/99 

Readers  —  These  are  both  great  events 
that  Latitude  recommends  highly.  Inciden¬ 
tally,  as  of  January  15,  Paradise  Marina 
Harbormaster  Dick  Markie  reports  the  en¬ 
trance  channel  to  Nuevo  Vallarta  has  a 
minimum  depth  of  nine  feet  and  that  the 
dredge  is  digging  even  deeper.  This  will 
come  as  welcome  news  to  TimTunks,  who 
bounced  off  the  bottom  a  couple  of  years 
ago,  bending  the  rudder  on  his  Islander 
37  in  the  process.  \ 

Spindrift  —  Catalac  Cat 

Ron  &  Linda  Caywood 

Cruising  Uncharted  Baja 

(Vancouver,  WA) 

We're  writing  because  we  did  some¬ 
thing  that  people  thought  wasn’t  possible: 
we  sailed  'Magdalena  Lagoon'  —  which  is 
on  the  Pacific  side  of  the  Baja  peninsula 
—  from  one  end  to  the  other.  It  all  started 
when  we  bought  a  vintage  Catalac  9  meter 
catamaran,  a  boat  which  had  been  badly 
neglected  since  '94.  Because  she  was  in 
poor  shape,  we  were  able  to  purchase  and 
outfit  her  for  a  reasonable  price. 

Our  intention  had  been  to  be  part  of 
the  Ha-Ha  V  last  November,  but  we 
weren't  able  to  get  ready  in  time.  So  we 
harbor-hopped  down  the  coast.  Armed 
with  the  Yachtsman  Chartbook,  an  Omega 
chart,  Charlie’s  Charts,  Jack  Williams' 
Baja  Boaters  Guide  —  the  best  of  them 
all  —  and  The  Baja  Catch  III,  we  made 


our  way  south.  Williams  wrote  that  he 
believed  that  a  shallow  draft  boat  could 
travel  over  1 00  miles  in  calm  inland  wa¬ 
ters  by  using  what  he  called  the 
'Magdalena  Lagoon’.  This  lagoon  runs 
pretty  much  50  miles  to  the  north  and  50 
miles  to  the  south  of  Bahia  Santa  Maria 
—  but  just  inshore  from  the  ocean!  I  bet 
that  most  cruisers  haven't  even  noticed 
it.  Even  though  the  body  of  water  didn't 
have  an  official  name,  we  thought  we'd 
give  it  a  try. 

We  decided  we’d  try  to  enter  the  lagoon 
at  Boca  de  las  Animas.  We  arrived  at  both 
noon  and  low  tide,  so  I  climbed  the  mast 
to  check  out  the  conditions.  It  was  blow¬ 
ing  about  10  knots  and  the  swell  was  five 
feet  from  the  west  southwest.  But  I  no¬ 
ticed  a  channel  about  20  yards  wide  where 
the  swells  weren't  breaking.  So  we  low¬ 
ered  the  sails  and  cranked  up  the  twin 
9.9  four-stroke  Yamahas  to  full  throttle. 

We  did  fine  until  we  had  to  turn  east 
toward  the  lagoon.  The  channel  between 
the  sand  spits  is  about  100  feet  wide,  and 
the  waves  pushed  us  northeast  into  shal¬ 
low  water.  We  bumped  the  bottom  three 
or  four  times  before  I  could  get  us  back 
into  the  channel  —  which  was  about  1 5 
feet  deep  and  had  a  two-knot  current.  We 
finally  managed  to  turn  the  corner  and 


IN  LATITUDES 


> read;  The  little  village  of  Puerto  Lopez  Mateos, 
set;  the  somewhat  dicey-looking  entrance  to 
e  lagoon  at  Boca  de  las  Animas. 

jaded  south  100  yards  before  dropping 
;e  hook.  Although  we  were  only  20  feet 
am  the  sand  dunes,  the  water  was  10 
et  deep. 

With  the  boat  secure,  we  went  ashore 
id  walked  back  to  the  Boca  de  las 
limas  entrance  to  watch  the  tide  turn. 

»  it  did,  the  breakers  diminished.  Had 
;  waited  until  high  tide,  we  would  have 
id  a  smoother  passage  in  —  but  I  might 
it  have  seen  the  shallow  sand  spit  that's 
vered  during  high  water.  Until  the  waves 
id  pushed  us  out  of  the  channel,  we 
ver  had  less  than  three  feet  of  water 
neath  the  keels. 

Once  inside  the  lagoon,  we  took  three 
:eks  getting  to  San  Carlos  —  the  one  on 
ija,  not  mainland  Mexico.  Each  day  we'd 
il  for  two  to  four  hours  in  the  aftemooij, 
en  we'd  anchor.  The  rest  of  the  time, 

;  walked  the  sand  dunes,  swam  in  75° 
iter,  and  fished  the  mangroves.  The 
nd  dunes  were  right  out  of  the  movies, 
they  had  no  grass,  trees  or  shrubs.  In 
dition  to  being  warm,  the  lagoon  water 
s  clear.  If  we  came  to  a  particularly  nice 
ot  and  we  could  hear  the  surf  on  the 
ler  side  of  the  dunes,  we'd  stay  for  sev- 


eral  days.  Surprisingly,  there  were  no 
bugs,  flies,  or  mosquitoes.  I  think  it  was 
the  wind  that  kept  the  bugs  away. 

The  Baja  Catch  said  we  could  expect 
to  catch  10  to  12  cabrillo  (bass)  an  hour 
in  the  mangroves,  and  it  was  correct.  Only 
a  couple  of  the  fish  each  hour  were  large 
enough  for  a  meal,  but  they  were  all  fun 
to  catch.  We  ate  fish  every  day. 

We  stopped  at  Puerto  Lopez  Mateo, 
which  is  about  one  third  of  the  way  down 
the  lagoon,  where  we  became  friends  with 
a  nice  Mexican  family.  Reuben,  the  father, 
is  a  guide  for  whale-watching  tourists  and 
speaks  English  fluently.  He,  his  wife,  and 
his  daughter  came  out  to  the  boat  for  a 
visit.  Linda,  who  is  a  barber,  later  gath¬ 
ered  up  the  tools  of  her  trade  and  went  to 
their  house  to  cut  and  style  their  hair.  We 
didn’t  stay  for  dinner  because  Reuben 
takes  the  kids  to  town  at  Concepcion  ev¬ 
ery  Wednesday  for  dancing  lessons,  and 
we  didn't  want  to  interfere. 

We  stayed  three  days  in  San  Carlos, 
the  big  city  in  these  parts,  and  got  to  visit  g 
the  market  that's  similar  to  farmer's  mar-  5 
kets  back  in  the  states.  The  police  block  g 
off  a  street  every  Wednesday  so  folks  can  m 
buy  produce  straight  from  the  farm.  S 


We  then  went  across  to  Man  'o  War 
Cove  because  we  were  told  it  was  possible 
to  catch  halibut  there.  We  hooked  five  but 
only  landed  two.  Naturally  the  largest 
ones  got  away.  Our  next  stop  was  the 
mangroves  across  from  Puerto  Cortes.  We 
stayed  three  days  and  then  went  out  the 
south  pass  through  the  30-foot  deep 
Rehusa  Channel  near  Punta  Tosca.  I 
timed  it  so  we  got  to  the  ocean  at  exactly 
high  tide,  and  had  no  trouble  with  break¬ 
ers. 

So'  far,  the  three  weeks  we  spent  on 
the  Magdalena  Lagoon  have  been  the  most 
enjoyable  of  our  cruise.  We'd  do  it  again  if 
we  didn't  have  to  go  to  weather  to  get  back 
to  Boca  de  las  Animas.  From  here  we  go 
north,  and  will  end  up  on  the  mainland's 
San  Carlos,  where  the  boat  will  be  hauled 
for  the  summer  while  we  return  home. 

P.S.  We  really  enjoy  your  magazine  and 
hope  you  don’t  burn  out  before  your 
daughter  is  old  enough  to  take  over. 

—  ron  &  linda  1  /5/99 

Ron  &  Linda  —  What  you  did  is  really 
cool!  We’ve  anchored  at  Bahia  Santa  Maria 
many  times,  but  never  realized  that  it  was 
an  island  anchorage.  Thanks  for  the  com¬ 
pliments  about  the  magazine.  We  think 
we'll  be  here  awhile;  our  daughter  is  go¬ 
ing  to  be  an  actress,  not  a  writer. 

Cruise  Notes: 

Going  cruising  in  Mexico  late  this  year? 
Want  to  celebrate  the  beginning  of  the 
faux  piillenium  twice?  No  problemal  You 
celebrate  the  first  arrival  of  the  year  2000 
at  Marina  Vallarta  in  the  Mexican  state  of 
Jalisco.  After  a  few  kisses  while  being' 
If,  however,  you're  only  looking  for  one  millen¬ 
nium  New  Year's  Eve  party,  we  can't  think  of  a 
better  place  than  St.  Barths  where,  like  Bear,  the 
captain  of  'Ipanema',  you  might  get  a 
'Ticonderoga'  tattoo  applied  to  your  body.  They 
are  traditionally  applied  with  a  tongue. 


CHANGES 


showered  in  champagne,  you  hop  in  your 
boat  or  a  taxi  for  the  four-mile  trip  up  the 
coast  to  Nuevo  Vallarta,  which  happens 
to  be  in  the  state  of  Nayarit.  Since  Nayarit 
is  in  a  later  time  zone  than  Jalisco,  you'll 
have  arrived  just  in  time  to  celebrate  the 
arrival  of  a  second  phony  millenium. 

'Your  December  article  on  Bandidos 
Electronicos  was  certainly  right  on," 
writes  Name  Withheld.  "During  the 
Thanksgiving  holiday  our  Visa  card  ac¬ 
count  was  also  hit  for  over  $5,000  U.S. 
Like  the  folks  in  the  article,  we'd  been 
using  our  Visa  card  in  Puerto  Vallarta  but 
learned  that  the  spending  spree  had  taken 
place  in  Ciudad  Juarez  using  the  same 
merchants.  The  bank  has  returned  most 
of  the  lost  funds,  but  over  Christmas  the 
account  —  which  had  supposedly  been 
closed  —  was  hit  for  another  $900!  It 
doesn't  take  a  Dick  Tracy  to  see  that  a 
commerical  establishment  in  Puerto 
Vallarta  is  lifting  numbers  and  sending 
them  to  Ciudad  Juarez  where  an  imprint 
is  installed  on  a  phony  card.  We’ll  never 
use  our  card  here  again  other  than  to  get 
cash  from  the  ATM  machihe." 
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Dinghy  raft-ups  around  a  boat  are  popular  in  Z- 
town.  'Audrey  Lane' drew 22  dinghies  to  the  raft- 
up  she  held  last  month. 


This  is  obviously  a  widespread  scam, 
folks,  so  please  take  the  necessaiy  pre¬ 
cautions.  s 

"Hola!  from  the  Alameda-based  Valiant 
40  Audrey  Lane,"  write  Art  and  Nancy 


White.  "We're  in  our  third  season  in 
Mexico  and  wish  you  were  here,  too.  It 
just  keeps  getting  easier  each  year  for  us 
Ha-Ha  (Class  of  '96-'97)  vets,  as  there  are 
so  many  new  people  this  year,  which 
makes  the  anchorages  more  fun.  We  had 
a  dinghy  raft- up  at  our  boat  the  other  day 
that  totalled  22  dinghies  representing  26 
boats.  We're  all  enjoying  beach  trips, 
meeting  for  pizza,  beer  and  music,  taking 
hikes,  kayaking,  or  going  to  Noemis,  the 
cruiser  hangout.  Meanwhile,  Blair  and 
Joan  Grinoles  of  Capricorn  Cat  continue 
to  take  countless  folks  on  daysailing  and 
snorkel  trips  to  Isla  Grande.  Like  the 
Grinoles,  we'll  be  heading  up  to  Puerto 
Vallarta  for  the  Banderas  Bay  Regatta, 
where  we'll  once  again  try  out  the  chute 
we  blew  out  in  the  Ha-Ha.  After  that  we'll 
be  headed  to  the  Sea  of  Cortez,  and  in 
00,  the  Caribbean." 

"Neeleen,  our  Whiting  45,  was  put 
back  into  the  water  in  January  after  hav¬ 
ing  an  outstanding  Awlgrip  paint  job  here 
in  Fiji,"  report  Ralph  and  Kathleen  Neeley 
of  Fiji  and  Reno.  'We  didn’t  do  much  sail¬ 
ing  with  her  in  '98,  however,  as  she  has 


Your  Boatyard  in  Paradise... EXPANDS 


•  25-Ton  Capacity  Travel-Lift 


•  Marine  Railway 


Hauls  multihulls  and 
vessels  up  to  120  tons! 


ro*P 


Large,  fenced,  secure  dry  storage  area. 

Foreign  Flag  vessels  can  stay 
on  dry  storage  in  our  yard  for 
an  unlimited  duration  with 
maximum  of  6  months  sailing/year. 


•  Expanded  Dry  Storage  Area 


Professional  boatyard  in  the  heart  of  Paradise. 


•  Sail  Loft 

•  Shower  &  Laundry 

•  Expert  repair,  mechanical, 
F/G,  wood,  aluminum, 
steel  &  stainless 

•  Refrigeration 

•  Tool  Rentals 

•  Do-it-yourselfers  welcome 

•  Fill  U.S.  gas  cylinders 

•  Materials,  spares 

•  Reasonable  rates 

•  Electricity 


Raiatea  Carenage  will  make  sure  paradise  is  everything  you  expected. 


Call,  write,  or  sail  in  .. .  we're  here  to  serve  you. 

B.P.  165  Uturoa  Raiatea  ~  Polynesie  Frangaise 


A  Subsidiary: 

from.  The  Moorings  Yacht  Charter,  Ltd. 


Tel:  (689)  66*22*96  ~  (689)  66*35*93  ~  Fax:  (689)  66*20*94 
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:n  having  a  face  lift  after  25  years, 
netime  in  the  next  few  months  she'll 
re  the  worn-out  teak  deck  replaced, 
v  'leak  proof  ports  on  the  cabin,  a  new 
;f  Rite  roller  furling  boom,  a  new 
insail,  a  new  Autohelm  autopilot,  and 
trgef  auxiliary  generator  to  handle  all 
■  toys.  As  we  get  older,  we  find  we  need 
1  acquire  more  gear  to  help  us  sail 
;ly  and  comfortably.”  The  Neeleys  will 
living  in  their  cottage  at  First  Landing 
1  to  the  Vuda  Point  Marina  until  the 
lone  season  ends  in  March.  When  the 
son  is  over,  they'll  be  moving  back 
>ard  and  cruising  to  some  "nearby 
intries". 

rhere  don't  seem  to  be  enough  hours 
he  day  for  Hall  Palmer.  "I  enjoyed  the 
:  south  on  my  third  Ha-Ha  so  much 
:  year,"  he  writes,  "that  it’s  given  my 
nter  54  Pegasus  a  new  lease  on  life  — 
east  in  my  eyes.  So  I've  decided  to  en- 
her  in  the  cruising  class  of  the  Del  Rey 
s  Puerto  Vallarta  Race  in  February.  As 
;sult,  I'm  rushing  down  to  La  Paz  now 
can  bring  the  boat  back  to  Marina  del 
r  to  start  the  race  down  to  Puerto 


Hall  Palmer  is  having  so  much  fun  sailing  his 
Hunter  54  up  and  down  the  coast  of  Mexico  that 
he  can't  get  to  his  Beneteau  in  Florida. 


Vallarta.  Sure,  it  seems  a  bit  mad,  but  it's 
the  sort  of  the  thing  I  bought  Pegasus  for. 
After  the  race,  I'm  going  to  leave  the  boat 
in  Banderas  Bay.  After  all,  I  do  have  a  job 
—  and  a  somewhat  orphaned  Beneteau 


'  '  1  ' 

53f5  —  which  my  wife  prefers  —  sitting 
in  Miami." 

Quite  a  few  people  seem  to  be  getting 
whacked  by  winter  Northers  while  cross¬ 
ing  from  Baja  to  the  Mexican  mainland. 
In  an  effort  to  prevent  future  occurences, 
would  one  of  you  Sea  of  Cortez  weather 
experts  be  willing  to  share  your  tips  on 
how  to  predict  and  avoid  these  potentially 
dangerous  conditions?  We  and  other 
cruisers  thank  you  in  advance. 

"Another  year  has  flown  by  and  we're 
still  in  Australia,"  write  Don  Sanders  and 
Lynne  Johnson -Sanders  of  the  Benicia- 
based  Skookum  53  Eilean.  "We  left 
Sausalito  on  May  of  '9 1  and  so  far  have 
only  made  it  to  Australia.  The  problem  is 
that  we  keep  stopping  to  smell  the  flow¬ 
ers.  With  so  much  time  spent  on  R&R, 
we're  both  feeling  a  lot  better  and 
healthier.  We're  still  enjoying  Australia 
and  the  Australian  people,  but  after  al¬ 
most  two  years  on  the  Gold  Coast,  we've 
moved  150  miles  north  to  Mooloolaba. 
With  so  much  to  see  in  this  country  — 
we  haven't  been  to  the  Barrier  Reef  yet  — 
we  plan  to  stay  for  at  least  another  year. 


"On  the  way  to  Mexico!" 


•  State  of  the  art  docks  to  54’  slips,  pool  and  spa 

i 

•  Full  time  security  with  secured  docks 

•  Quiet  park-like  setting  only  7  miles  from  downtown 
San  Diego 

•  Boat  yard  and  marine  supply  close  by 

•  K-Mart,  Wal-Mart,  Price  Club  all  close 

•  EZ  mass  transit  and  bus 

•  Friendly,  professional  staff 

•  Jake’s  and  Galley  at  the  Marina  Restaurants 

•  Bay  view  Nautical  clothes  and  supplies 

Chula  Vista  Marina 

550  Marina  Pkwy  Chula  Vista  CA  9 1 9 1 0 

619.691.1860  y  fax:  619.420.9667 


CI-IUI.A  VISTA 
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The  Australian  climate  is  really  great,  but 
after  putting  up  with  the  automobiles  and 
masses  of  humanity  in  California,  what 
we  really  love  are  the  uncrowded  condi¬ 
tions!  By  the  way,  it's  85°  right  now,  we're 
only  100  yards  from  the  beach,  the  ocean 
is  warm  and  blue,  and  there's  a  mellow 
sea  breeze.  We'd  also  like  to  put  in  a  good 
word  for  the  Skookum  53  design;  we've 
been  very  happy  with  the  boat." 

When  we  first  started  cruising  in 
Mexico  many  years  ago,  we  always  en¬ 
joyed  making  the  rounds  of  all  the  offi¬ 
cials  when  we  arrived  in  a  port.  We  had 
to  like  it,  because  we  couldn't  afford  not 
to.  Now  that  we're  older  and  time  some¬ 
times  seems  more  valuable  than  money, 
we  tend  to  pay  to  have  a  ship's  agent 
check  our  boat  in  and  out.  The  last  couple 
of  times  we  visited  Cabo,  the  folks  next  to 
the  Cabo  Isle  Marina  handled  our  stuff  in 
good  order  and  at  semi-reasonable  rates 
—  other  than  the  killer  overtime  fees!  More 
recently  in  Banderas  Bay,  we’ve  gotten 
smiling  and  efficient  service  at  a  fair  price 
from  Lie.  Vilma  Habelloecker  of 
Operadora  de  Marinas  Seatur  S.A.  de  C.V. 


Vilma  Habelloecker,  center, K  and  her  two  assis¬ 
tants  stand  ready  to  handle  your  paperwork 
needs  in  Banderas  Bay. 


—  whatever  all  that  means. 

Vilma  understands  cruisers'  needs  and 
problems.  For  example,  she  wasn't  both¬ 
ered  when  it  was  discovered  that  some 
goofball  who  wanted  a  20 -Year  Import 
Permit  had  left  his  boat  document  back 


in  California.  Hey,  our  mind  was  occc 
pied  with  other  stuff!  In  any  event,  Vilm 
took  care  of  things  —  which  allowed  us  t 
devote  the  next  few  hours  to  enjoying  th 
surprisingly  excellent  boogieboard  condi 
tions  not  1 00  yards  away,  as  opposed  t 
waiting  in  offices  all  over  town.  Vilma' 
fee  for  in  and  out  was  $35,  which  seeme 
the  lowest  around.  So  if  you're  strappe 
for  time  or  don't  want  the  paperwork 
hassle  in  Banderas  Bay,  just  get  on  Chau 
nel  22  and  hail  "Vilma,  Vilma". 

If  anybody  else  wants  to  recommem 
other  ship's  agents  in  Mexico  —  or  any 
where  else  —  this  is  the  place  to  do  it. 

Alert  to  those  headed  south  from  th 
Pacific  Northwest!  Commander  Bol 
Durfey  of  Coast  Guard  Group  Humbold 
Bay  reports  that  the  thing  that  seems  t 
give  southbound  cruisers  —  even  ver 
experienced  ones  —  the  biggest  problen 
are  steep  seas.  "We  keep  rescuing  experi 
enced  sailors  who  claim  they'd  been  ii 
bigger  seas,  but  never  seas  anywhere  a 
steep."  Unusually  steep  seas  can  lead  i 
uncontrolled  surfing  down  the  face  o 
waves,  resulting  in  slamming  into  th 


wr  gradi 


FURLBOOM  actually  flattens  the  sail  as  it  furls, 
gradually  flattening  the  sail  shape  so  that  it  stays  effi¬ 


cient  and  fast  when  reefed.  FURLBOOM,  automatically 
adjusts  the  foot  outhaul  tension  upwind  and  downwind  so 
you  can  use  FURLBOOM  for  racing. 


FURLBOOM  can  be  retrofitted  to  your  existing  rig. 


IT'S  ABOUT  TIME 

•  Inbuilt  retractable  sail  cover  •  Friction-free  sail  track  system 

•  Simple  retrofit  for  existing  boats  •  Easy  and  infinitely  variable  reefing 

•  Automatically  adjustable  foot  outhaul 

•  Elimination  of  reefing  lines,  blocks  and  jammers,  etc. 

•  All  components  are  mounted  on  the  back  of  mast,  below  gooseneck 

•  Options  allow  for  winch  operation,  electric  operation;  hydraulic  operation 

•  A  winner  for  owners  who  race,  because  of  the  speed  of  reefing  and  sail  shape 


HANSEN  RIGGING 

Call  for  a  Quote.. .(51 0)  521  -7027 

2307  Blanding  Ave.,  Ste.  H,  Alameda 
email  @  hansenrig@aol.com 


SO  NM  south  of  Point  Loma 

Ph  011  (526)174  0020 
Fx  01 1  (526)174-0028 

Mailing  address: 

5 1 2  E.  San  Ysidro  Blvd.  #  1 037 
SanYsidro,  CA  92173-9011 
e-mail  banaval@telnor.net 


Marina 

•Next  to  beautiful 
I  mile  walk 

•Short  and  long  term 
dock  rentals  up  to  90ft 

•Fuel 

•Power  30  &  50  amp 

•Purified  water 

•Mail,  phone,  fax,  e-mail 

•Local  information 
(concierge) 

•Customs  and 
immigration  clearance 

•Fishing  licenses 

•24  hour  security 

•Easy  access  to 
downtown  shopping, 
restaurants  and  hotels 


Boatyard 

•75  ton  travel  lift 

•Bottom  paint 

•Blister  repair 

•L.R  systems 

•Yatch  carpentry 

•Mechanical  & 
structural  work 

•S.S.  &  aluminum 
mig  &  tig  welding 

•Interior  remodeling 

•Hull  extensions 

•All  hulls, fiberglass, 
wood,  steel, 
aluminum, 
ferrocement 

•Dry  storage 
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IN  LATITUDES 


aves  in  front,  pitchpoling,  or  wild 
roaches.  Some  of  the  crews  rescued  re¬ 
sided  that  their  drogues  failed,  to  signifi- 
mtly  stabilize  their  boats  in  such  con- 
itions. 

Commander  Durfey  also  wants  to  warn 
;creational  mariners  that  Cape 
[endocino,  which  is  ground  zero  for  all 
inds  of  factors  that  have  a  destabilizing 
ifluence  on  weather,  can  be  a  real  weird 
lace.  "It's  not  uncommon  for  there  to  be 
rastically  different  weather  conditions  to 
le  north  of  the  cape  than  the  south  of 
he  says.  "Two  weeks  ago,  for  example, 
was  blowing  10  knots  on  the  north  side, 
ut  50  knots  to  the  south.  Other  times,  it 
ill  blow  1 0  knots  on  the  south  side  and 
0  knots  on  the  north  side.  There  doesn't 
jem  to  be  any  rhyme  or  reason.  As  a  re- 
alt,  lots  of  folks  try  to  be  50  miles  out 
hen  passing  the  cape.  Cape  Blanco,  up 
l  Oregon,  is  apparently  very  similar." 

Lee  and  Glo  Cox  of  the  Yuba  City-based 
apagayo  want  everyone  to  know  they 
ave  nothing  but  compliments  for  Down- 
ind  Marine  of  San  Diego.  Thanks  to 
lem,  twice  in  the  last  18  months  we've 


S3 

Recent  Arrival  in  Cabo 

In  The  Mood . . 

Catalina  36 . 

Sandy  &  Wayne  Benesch . 

.  San  Diego 

Freya . 

Tasweil  43 . 

Bob  &  Barb  Unanski . 

.  N/A 

Tucumcari . . 

N/A . 

Bob  &  Cynthia  Starr . 

.  Oakland 

Itchy  P©©t  «»*,««»  » « » * 

Swift  40 . 

Vince  &  Malene . 

.  Santa  Cruz 

Electra . . . . 

N/A . 

Alan  and  Gail  Walker . 

.  Channel  Islands 

Fantasy . . . 

N/A . . . 

Dick  &  Pat  Mundy . 

.  San  Francisco 

Gitana  ...*»* 4». 

N/A 

Mike  &  Kathy  Taylor . 

,  Circumnavigating 

N/A . 

Vaughn  &  Sharon  Hampton . 

.  Orange  Park,  Florida 

Miselation . 

N/A . . 

Sam  &  Rachel  Cascio . 

.  N/A 

Trilogy . 

N/A  ••MtMtXOIXtXXMtM 

Stephen  &  Linda  Yurianau . 

.  Dana  Point 

White  Dove  . . 

N/A . . 

Jerry  &  Cheryl  Fitzgerald . 

.  N/A 

Pelagic 

N/A . 

Karl  &  Bev  Dresen . 

.  Seattle 

Liberty  Call . 

N/A 

G.  Crabb  &  M.  Burrough . 

.  S.J.  Capistrano 

Island  Princess . 

N/A . 

Darrell  &  Dorothy  Roche . 

.  Dana  Point 

Southern  Cross . 

N/A  •<(••>•••••«•(«••<>•«••• 

N/A . 

.  Ventura 

Aqua  Vita . 

Endurance  35 . 

‘Hank’ . 

.  Vancouver,  B.C. 

Sea  Use . . 

Islander  36 . 

Paul  and  Annalise  Pedersen . 

.  Vancouver 

Dos  Amigos . . . 

Cal  34 . 

George  &  Janice  Slocum . 

.  Oregon 

Wayward  Wind . 

Oceanic  36 . 

Fleming  Madsen . 

.  San  Francisco 

Southern  Cross . 

Landfall  39 . 

Glenn  &  Catherine . 

.  S.F. 

Orblter . 

N/A . 

Kart  and  Jan . 

.  N/A 

Slacker .  Ericson  35 . 

Mike  &  Juiie . 

.  San  Diego 

Andor . . 

N/A . 

Ron  Trent  and  Carol . 

.  N/A 

Black  Rabbit . 

Wauquiez  36 . 

Eldon  and  Russ . 

.  N/A 

Per  Mare . 

Elite  37 . 

Nora  and  Ed  Eaken . 

.  Stinson  Beach 

Lady  Pamora . 

N/A . 

Barb  &  Ernie  Taylor . 

.  Victoria,  B.C. 

Aramoana . 

N/A . ? . 

Eric  Register  and  Roger  Chin  ... 

.  Vancouver 

Leprechaun 

HC  33 . . 1;.. . 

Bob,  Andy,  Jim . 

.  Marina  dey  Rey 

By  constantly  adjusting  its 
pitch,  the  Autoprop  is  able  to 
optimize  engine  torque  at 
varying  rpm. 

-  Cruising  World 

The  Autoprop  in  reverse  has 
the  blades'  leading  edges 
the  right  way  around.  A  re¬ 
sult  of  this  is  that  thrust  and 
direction  astern  are  better 
than  that  of  a  fixed  prop. 

-  Practical  Boat  Owner 


The  Autoprop  stands  out  from  its  competitors,  achieving  the 
strongest  force,  loosing  only  17%  of  the  engine  power.  It  has 
the  fastest  speed  of  all  propellers  at  9.1  kts,  and  the  fastest 
acceleration.  —  Multihull  International 


No  one  prop  is  top  in  every  category.  The  only  one  that 
comes  close  is  the  Autoprop.  —  Practical  Sailor/MIT 


"Simply  the  Best  Cruising-Yacht  Propeller" 

Autoprop  •  PO  Box  607  •  Newport,  Rl  02842 
(800)801-8922  •  (401)847-7960  •  fax  (401)  849-0631 
email:  sales@autoprop.com  •  website:  www.autoprop.com 


BLUEWATER 
INSURANCE  INC. 

The  originators  of  Worldwide  2-crew  insurance 
programs,  now  introduces  the  exclusive 

America’s  Yacht  Insurance  Program: 

•  Underwritten  by  "A"  rated  US  Carrier 

•  Competitive  programs  for  expe¬ 
rienced  cruisers  with  sailing  yachts, 

^  multi-hulls  and  trawlers 


•  Alaska  to  Panama  Canal,  New¬ 
foundland  to  the"  Amazon,  Great 
Lake§,  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Bermuda, 
Bahamas  &  Caribbean 

Toll  Free:  (800)  866-8906 
Fax:  (561)743-8751 

e-mail/website:  blueh2oins.com 

Visa/MC  accepted  for  your  convenience 


/ 
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CHANGES 


gotten  urgent  messages  from  our  son 
passed  along  by  Ham  radio.  We  can't  ex¬ 
press  how  much  we  appreciate  these  folks 
being  there  for  us  and  all  the  other  cruis¬ 
ers." 

'Thanks  so  much  for  the  write  up  and 
photo  of  our  St.  Francis  of  the  Sea  high 
and  dry  in  the  channel  to  Nuevo  Vallarta, 
writes  Gordon  Clancy.  "In  addition  to  ap¬ 
preciating  the  Wanderer's  supreme  effort 
to  try  to  free  our  boat  from  being  aground 
in  the  channel,  we  liked  his  swan  dive' 
when  he  dove  into  the  channel!  The  most 
interesting  aspect  of  our  going  aground 
was  that  the  Wanderer,  at  the  Ha-Ha 
Awards  Party  in  Cabo,  had  announed  that 
the  Nuevo  Vallarta  Channel  had  been 
dredged  and  was  thus  plenty  deep.  At 
least  that's  how  we  understood  him.  By 
the  way,  Carla  and  I  are  indeed  married 
and  having  a  wonderful  relationship.  I'm 
personally  ready  to  sail  on  to  Panama  and 
Europe,  but  would  have  to  guarantee 
Carla  —  who  doesn't  care  that  much  for 
ocean  sailing  —  that  we'll  not  see  any 
waves  over  two  feet!" 

The  Wanderer  certajnly  remembers 


making  a  comment  about  the  Nuevo 
Vallarta  Channel  during  the  Ha^Ha 
Awards  Ceremony,  but  likes  to  think  he 
covered  his  butt  by  saying  something  like, 
'We've  been  told  that  the  channel  entrance 
has  been  dredged  to  ..."  In  any  event, 
what  happened  was  that  the  dredge  broke 
down  and  didn't  get  repaired  until  after 
you  arrived.  There  should  be  nine  feet 
now. 

'We’ve  just  finished  renovating  the  Las 
Brisas  Beach  Bar  on  Potrero  Beach  in 
Costa  Rica,"  reports  Andy  Napier.  'The 
bar/restaurant  is  situated  on  the  north 
end  of  Potrero  Beach  directly  across  the 
bay  from  the  Flamingo  Marina.  There  is 
free  anchorage  in  the  protected  bay  di¬ 
rectly  in  front  of  our  place.  The  new  man¬ 
agers,  Bill  and  Julie  Enell,  who  formerly 
managed  the  Sugar  Beach,  invite  all  cruis¬ 
ers  to  stop  by  and  spend  some  time.  Las 
Brisas  offers  cold  beer,  inexpensive  meals, 
groceries,  laundry  service,  ice  and  show¬ 


ers.  We  hope  to  have  a  web  site  up  and 
running  soon." 

Tom  Lyon,  Who  took  the  aerial  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  Ha-Ha  start,  reports  that 
the  profits  from  the  photograph  sales  have 
been  passed  along  to  the  orphanage  in 
La  Paz.  He  thanks  you  for  your  contribu¬ 
tions.  If  anyone  is  interested  in  additional 
photos  or  reprints,  Lyon  can  be  reached 
at  4151  Beltline  Rd„  Suite  124-50,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75244. 

Moral  dilemma.  It's  illegal  to  buy  shell¬ 
fish  from  individual  fishermen  in  Mexico. 
Yet  many  fishermen  offer  them  for  sale. 
So  what  do  you  do  when  you're  in  a  re¬ 
mote  anchorage  and  some  impoverished 
local  fisherman  offers  you  15  lobster  for 
$20? 

Margo  Wood  reports  that  she  has  re¬ 
leased  a  new  and  improved  7th  edition  of 
the  popular  Charlie's  Charts  to  Mexico. 
Improvements  include  some  new  charts 
and  photos,  updated  GPS  positions, 
samples  of  various  forms,  and  augmented 
text  by  Christie  and  Rick  Gorsline  of  the 
Crealock  34  Nanook.  The  guide  retails  for 
$32.50. 


★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


Easy  Access  from  Marin  and  the  East  Bay 
Dry  Boat  Storage  Available  —  Ready  for  summer 
FREE  24  Hour  Double  Wide  Launch  Ramp 
Berths  Available  26'  to  70' 

Restaurant  and  General  Store  Within  Walking  Distance 
24  Hour  Security  Hon,,  of  the 

Laundry  Room  Marina  Bay 

Storage  Lockers  Available  Yacht  Club 


Free  Day  Use  Guest  Berthing 
Visit,  drink  and  dine  at  the  fabulous 
waterfront  Salute  restaurant! 

Guest  docks  on  "G"  Dock  adjacent  to  harbormaster's  office. 


1340  Marina  Way  South,  Richmond,  California  94804 
Richmond  Marina  Bay  Harbormaster 


Call  Today  (510)  236-1013 


FOAM 


Mattresses  •  Cushions  I 
FR€€  CUTTING! 


Custom  foam  cut  to  any  size  or  shape  for 
your  bows,  berths,  bunks  and  cushions 

Largest  selection  of  foam  in  stock 
extra  firm  to  pillow  soft  ' 

Expert  custom  sewing 

20  years  experience,  lifetime  warranty 

Quality  marine  fabrics 
marine  vinyls,  Sunbrella,  canvas 


★  10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  RD  ★ 

H  FR€€  €STIMfiT€S  RH 


FORM  CRCmiONS) 


Albany  •  Berkeley 
1120  Solano  Ave. 

(1  block  above  San  Pablo) 

(510)  526-7186 


Hours: 

Mon.-Sat. 

10- 15 
Sunday 

11- 5 


Concord 

3482  Clayton  Rd. 
(510)  827-3640 
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Exterior  Custom  Canvas  and  Interior  Design 
for  Sailing  and  Power  Vessels 


Free  Honest  estimates 

(installation  in  ?0  Pa^s 

6ireat  Materials 
threat  Servite 
threat  ?riees 
threat  Work 


Custom  Canvas  in  Pt.  Richmond-  at KKMi 
Uoyd  and  Catherine  Noble  -  Owners 

510  235-3530 


s 


Are  you  planning  a  Cruise? 

Who’s  going  to  take  care  of 
your  mail  and  pay  your  bills? 


While  cruising,  would  you  rather  have  an  experienced, 
confidential,  dependable,  bonded,  professional  bookkeeping 
service  company  pay  your  bills...  or  your  brother— he’s  a  nice 
guy,  but. . .  With  $afe  jtarbor  5eruiees: 

•  Your  mail  is  forwarded  to  our  special  post  office  box. 

•  We  use  the  latest  technology  to  track  and  pay  your  bills, 
balance  your  accounts,  and  provide  you  with  reports  showing 
you  exactly  where  your  money  is  going. 

•  Your  personal  mail  is  forwarded  on  request. 

•  We  are  always  just  a  toll-free  call  away. 

•  You  can  even  have  your  own  personal  voice 
mail  box. 

•  Other  personal  services  available. 

•  Reasonable  rates,  professional  service. 

Want  to  know  more?  Call  or  write  for  a 
free  brochure. 

^afe  fiarbor  ^erviees 

800-504-SAFE  ~2g 
Fax;  510-634-9641 
PO  Box  1000 

Knightsen,  CA  94548-1000 


MAZATLAN  MARINE  CENTER 

Mazatlan,  Mexico 


We  have  the  largest  selection  of  proven  cruising 
boats  already  outfitted  and  ready  to  go  in  Mexico. 


48'  Defever 
Trawler 
1982 
Loaded 
$179,000 


Doing  It 
48'  Amel  $185,000 


Papagayo 

36'  Pearson  $72,000 


Rainbow  Connection 
33'  HC  $119,000 


38'  Islander  Freeport, 
1985  $95,000 


36'  Union  Polaris 
$75,900 


KiaOra 
60'  Cruising 
Trimaran 
$239,000 


ADDITIONAL  BROKERAGE 

47'  Cheoy  Lee  Offshore,  73  ...  $89,000  36'  Ericson,  76 . $48,000 

38'  Catalina,  '85 . $65,000  34'  Cal,  '69 . $27,500 

37'  Crealock,  78 . $92,900  30'  Nonsuch  Ultra,  '86 . $65,000 


Phone  011-52-69-19-2077  •  Fax  011-52-69-16-3614 
Paseo  de  la  Isla  Mazatlan,  Mazatlan,  Sinaloa,  Mexico 
email:  mazmarine@aol.com 
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Personal  Ads 


Easy  as... 


LDUByour  ad:  Describe  what  you're  selling. 
What  category?  Don't  forget  an  area  code  with  phone#.  No 
changes  after  submission.  TYPE  it  if  possible. 

We  can't  be  responsible  for  errors  due  to  illegible  handwriting  or 
unclear  meaning  —  If  we  don't  get  it,  buyers  won't  get  it! 

2.[ltanthe  words.  A  Phone  number  with 
area  code  counts  as  one  word.  No  need  to  abbreviate,  we'll  edit  or 
abbreviate  if  necessary. 


To  re-run  an  ad, 

please  include  copy  of  ad  with  payment  by 
the  18th  of  the  month. 

Requesls  for  category  are  welcome,  but  we  can't 
guarantee  —  we  make  final  placement  determination 


3.  ESA  us  your  ad.  Please  enclose  your 
check  and  mail  it  or  deliver  it  (cash  okay)  to  our  street  address. 

•  Strict  deadline  is  always  the  18th ;  no  late  ads  will  be  published. 

•  No  ads  accepted  without  payment. 

•  No  ads  accepted  by  phone  or  fax. 

•  No  credit  cards.  *  No  billing  arrangements. 


Mail  (or  bring)  to: 


UtuUcZS 

Attn:  Classified  Dept. 

15  Locust  Ave,  Mill  Valley,  CA  94941 

For  recorded  directions,  call  (415)  383-8200,  then  press  2- 1 


Remember...  no  ads  accepted  over  the  phone  or  fax. 
Cash  or  checks  only  —  No  credit  cards! 


1-40  Words:  $30 
41-80  Words:  $50 
81-120  Words:  $75 
Personal  Advertising  Only 
No  business/promotional  ads. 

Except...Non-Prof!t  or  Help  Wanted  ads 


Business  Ads 


(3  1/2"  x  5/8"  boxes  at  bottom  of  page) 

$55  for  40  Words  Max. 
All  Promotional  Advertising 
1  Boat  per  Broker 
Camera  ready  art  ok  •  no  photos/reversals 
No  Extra  Bold  type,  not  to  exceed  12  pt, 
All  artwork  subject  to  editor  approval. 
(Ads  will  be  typeset  by  Latitude  3S  to  fit  standard) 


DINGHIES,  LIFERAFTS 
AND  ROWBOATS 


13'  3”  FLYING  JR  SAILBOAT,  with  main,  jib, 
Harken  hardware  on  EZ-Loader  trailer  with  spare. 
Current  registration.  Moving  to  Kansas,  must  sell 
immediately.  $675.  (650)  589-1595. 

BFA  ATLANTIC  LIFERAFT.  6-person  trite  off¬ 
shore  raft,  dual  tubes,  SS  lockable  cradle  ($300  in 
1995),  5/98  repack,  $1,250  obo.  Avon  Redcrest 
w/inflatable  seat  &  outboard  bracket,  $450.  Call 
(707)  443-0379  pis  Iv  msg  or 

drmctchr@humboldt1.com 

BOSTON  WHITEHALL,  16'  9"  wood  classic  lap- 
strake  for  row  &  sail.  Built  by  Bob  Darr  with 
mahogany,  teak  &  cedar.  Centerboard,  oars,  sail, 
mast  &  yoke  rudder  included.  Excellent  condition. 
A  beauty  &  must-see  boat.  $4,500.  Please  call 
(415)  388-2152. 

LASER,  1996“(  WITH  TRAILER.  Both  in  excellent 
condition  with  very  little  use.  Top  &  bottom  covers, 
board  bag.  $4,000  obo.  Please  contact  David  at 
(650)  829-4424. 

8-PERSON  GIVENS  DELUXE  OFFSHORE 

liferaft.  Lovingly  restored.  5  year  certification  in 
Oct  ’98  found  this  liferaft  in  perfect  condition. 
Bullet-proof,  fiberglass  case.  Very  compact.  Hemi¬ 
spheric  ballast  makes  this  raft  almost  capsize- 
proof.  No  other  liferaft  can  compare  with  Givens. 
$4,500.  (510)  524-4339. 

HARD  DINGHY,  7’-9"  wood  skiff.  Completely  re¬ 
built  with  fiberglass  seams,  new  hardwood  seats 
&  knees  &  a  classy  paint  job.  Comes  with  oars  & 
5  hp  motor.  A  good  deal  at  $850.  Please  call  John 
at  (415)  824-1278  to  see  at  Brisbane  Marina. 


8-FT  TRI-HULL  SPORTBOAT/DINGHY.  Like 
new,  fast,  will  take  motors  to  about  1 5  hp.  Recent 
red  LPU  paint  &  in  top  condition,  less  than  a  year 
old.  A  great  Delta  get  around  boat.  $850,  Call 
(510)  653-1724. 

WANTED:  METZLERSAILING  RIG,  mast  &  sails. 
For  sale:  Sailing  rig  (mast,  sail,  daggerboard, 
rudder  &  tiller)  for  Montgomery  8  (boat  stolen). 
Excellent  condition.  (650)  327-8086. 


24  FEET  &  UNDER 


SANTANA  22.  Good  condition,  always  loved. 
Crisp  sails,  dependable  6  hp  Johnson  o/b.  Over¬ 
sized  rigging.  Faired  bottom.  Cabintop  sheeting, 
Harken  traveler,  many  extras,  never  raced.  Good 
one-design  association.  Nice  Berkeley  berth. 
$3,200.  (510)  849-3710. 

SANTANA  22, 1 970.  Good  condition.  Race  rigged, 
faired  keel,  stainless  chainplates.  North  sails.  No 
outboard.  Dry  docked,  Brickyard  Cove  Marina,  V 
Richmond.  $2,500.  Trailer,  $1,200  additional. 
150%  jib,  $150.  (925)  254-3128. 

ERICSON  23, 1 969.  Sleeps  4,  with  7.5  hp  longshaft 
outboard,  2  mainsails,  jib,  genoa  &  spinnaker. 
$1,500  obo.  Please  call  (415)  659-2622  days, 
(510)  841-6920  eves. 

MELGES  24, 1994,  with  trailer.  White  hull  with 
gray  deck.  Package  includes  Sailcomp  racing 
package,  bottom  &  jib  covers,  outboard,  cooler  & 
rudder  bag.  $23,000.  Call  Tony,  (415)  591-0100 
ext  592  days  or  (510)  865-4026  eves. 


24-FT  JOLLY  ROGER.  Full  keel  sloop,  Evinrude 
motor.  Good  main,  90%,  120%,  spinnaker.  Very 
clean,  hauled  10/9$,  ready  to  go.  $1,950  or  trade 
for  vehicle,  motorcycle,  piano,  motorboat....? 
Galen,  (415)  892-2102. 

JOHNSON  18,  #137,  bought  new  in  '96  &  sailed 
a  dozen  times,  new  condition!  North  sails,  asym¬ 
metrical  spinnaker,  carbon  fiber  retractable  bow 
sprit,  incredibly  fast  Caulkins  galvanized  trailer, 
cost  over  $1 5,000,  will  accept  the  best  offer  over 
$8,500.  (510)524-2240. 

PEARSON  23C,  1982.  Cat  rig,  roomy  cockpit,  8 
hp  outboard,  berths  tor  2,  Porta-Potti,  safety  equip¬ 
ment.  Very  well  equipped  &  in  excellent  condition, 
easy  to  sail  &  fast  too.  $2,950.  (650)  574-3958. 

RANGER  23.  Loaded,  beautiful  boat,  must  see. 
Best  otter.  Got  anything  to  trade?  Contact  Dale 
(707)447-5250,  (510)638-3200,  (51 0)  71 9-3291  ,v 

PEARSON  ELECTRA  23.  #62  SYRA  champ.  In 
good  solid  condition:  needs  basic  maintenance. 
Rigged  for  the  Bay.  5  hp  Seagull  outboard,  main, 
jib,  jenny  &  spinnaker.  Upwind  berth  with  dock 
box,  Berkeley  Marina.  Must  sell.  $2,000  obo. 
(510)  524-3637. 

CAL  20.  Brand  new  Santa  Cruz  Sails.  Faired, 
epoxy  bottom.  All  go  fast  toys.  Bulkhead  model. 
All  new  rigging,  new  boom,  new  motor  mount. 
Needs  nothing  but  crewto  win  the  season!  $3,800. 
(510)  769-8591. 

J/24,  1979.  Well  maintained  popular  racer  for 
daysailing,  PHRF  or  fleet  racing.  North  sails,  new 
rigging,  '94  Tohatsu  5,  yellow  topsides.  Bottom 
faired  9/97.  Appraised  at  $7,250,  asking  $5,000. 
Owner  finance.  (51 0)  874-1 91 9or  (650)  852-9916 
or  lwestland@cbrichardellis.com 


VINTAGE  ESTUARY  SLED.  1 960’s  Zypher.  Re¬ 
built  with  West  System.  Spare  boom,  2  sets  of 
sails,  custom  trailer.  Needs  nothing.  $1,200.  Call 
(510)769-8591. 

SANTANA  22.  Ready  to  sail  with  $2,000  new 
bottom.  Fully  equipped,  lots  of  extras.  Harken 
traveler,  8  hp  Nissan.  Never  raced.  Great  family 
boat  with  big  one-design  fleet!  $3,200  obo.  Call 
(415)  459-8174. 

19- FT  MacGREGOR  POWERSAILER,  1995. 

Swing  keel,  cover,  trailer,  tits  in  garage.  40  hp 
Tohatsu  electric  start.  Fully  equipped,  3  sails, 
VHF  radio/antenna,  compass,  cushions,  queen  & 
v-berth  sleeps  4,  enclosed  head  Porta-Potti.  Ex¬ 
cellent  condition,  Marin  dry  storage.  $9,800.  Call 
(415)  459-4800. 

COLUMBIA  22, 1971.  Good  condition.  Sleeps  4 
with  galley  &  Porta-Potti.  Very  solid  construction. 
Includes  set  of  sails  &  6  hp  o/b  which  needs  some 
work.  Berthed  in  Berkeley.  $1 ,200  obo.  Call  John 
at  (415)  641-6742  days  or  (510)  593-6628  eves. 

22-FT  SLOOP,  roller  reefing,  2-speed  Maxell 
winches,  new  Nissan  o/b,  new  main  &  jib  plus 
110%  genoa  &  storm  jib.  Complete,  2-piece  can¬ 
vas  cover,  beautiful  woodwork.  Very  seaworthy, 
high  pointer!  $1 ,500  obo.  Please  Iv  your  phone 
number  at  (415)  641-4038. 

24-FT  WYLIE.  Strong,  fast,  Bay  boat.  New  bot¬ 
tom,  3  sails.  Excellent  condition.  With  new  Nissan 
5  hp  4-stroke.  With  motor,  $3,200.  Without  motor, 
$2,000.  (707)  642-9303. 

J/24  WANJED.  Will  purchase  the  right  J/24  in 
excellent  condition.  Only  interested  in  J/24s  built 
after  1983.  Call  Rich  at  (510)  843-4200. 


MARINE  SURVEYOR  APPRAISER 

Jack  Mackinnon,  (member,  SAMS) 

510-276-4351  Fax:510-276-9237 

800-501-8527  e-mail:  surveyjack@aol.com 

CURTAINS  LOSING  TEETH?  CUSHIONS  SAGGING?\_-, 

J/f  Curtains,  Cushions,  Foam,  Sailcovers,  Weatherdoths,  etc.  S'\' 
All  top  quality  marine  fabrics  > 

1 00%  satisfaction  guaranteed/no  deposit  /. 

Call  Bobbi  and  Steve  at  (41 5)  331-5919  'S- 

- 

3est  Servic 

MARINE  OUTBOARD  CO. 

Nissan  -  Johnson  -  Evinrude  -  Mercury 

Tohatsu  -  Mariner  -  Seagull  -  Tanaka 

Repair  -  Service  -  Parts  -  Fiberglass  Repair 
e  in  the  Bay  Area  -  265  Gate  5  Rd„  Sausalito  -  (415)  332-8020 

BLUEWATER  DELIVERY 

Sail  or  Power  1*3 

20  years  Experience  •  References  •  USCG  Skipper 

Captain  Lee  Toll  Free:  (888)  372-9165  or  (415)  722-7695  &  Sm 
Email:  bluwater@ns.net 

|~ 

Page  220  •  IwV&Ut  3?  •  February,  1 999 


20- FT  TORNADO  CATAMARAN.  Hydraulic  tilt 
trailer,  complete  parts  boat  included.  4  sets  of 
sails.  This  boat  has  been  clocked  at  26  knots! 
$2,800  or  trade  for  pick-up  or  van.  Please  call 
(209)  833-9561. 

RANGER  23,  TALL  RIG,  TUTTO  BENNE  Great 
condition.  All  lines  aft,  full  electrical  system,  lights, 
2  batteries,  speed,  depth,  wind,  VHF,  AM/FM 
cockpit  speakers.  2  - 1 50%,  1 35%,  95%,  2  mains, 
2  kites.  All  gear  included.  Race  ready.  $5,200. 
Mike,  (41 5)  461-1246  or  LM  WARREN  @  SLIP.NET 

22-FT  PEARSON,  1 962,  ENSIGN.  North  mainsail. 
1 995  4  hp  Johnson,  Porta-Potti,  new  bottom  paint. 
Fast,  stable  daysailer  with  picnic  sized  cockpit.  A 
real  classic.  $1 ,800.  Please  call  (707)  265-081 2  or 
(415)  456-5961. 

22-FT  WESTERLY  CIRRUS,  1968.  Strongly  built 
British  pocket  cruiser.  6  ft  headroom,  sleeps  4, 
separate  head,  separate  galley,  lifelines,  5  sails,  6 
hp  Evinrude.  Well  equipped,  small  liveaboard. 
Refrig,  etc.  Yachting  World's  1968  Outstanding 
Sailboat.  $3,700  obo.  (415)  515-4258. 

CAL  20.  Ready  to  sail.  Great  Bay  boat.  Johnson 
SeaHorse,  many  upgrades  &  additions,  2  jibs, 
main,  genoa,  bottom  7/98,  $1,750  obo.  Michael, 
(510)  653-7194  or  email:  mnaylor@jps.net 

SANTANA  20, 1978,  with  trailer.  Hull  #459, 3 jibs, 
2  mains.  Clean.  Excellent  condition.  $3,200  obo 
or  trade  for  Merit  22.  (209)  723-9810. 


25  TO  28  FEET 


27-FT  BLOCK  ISLANDER.  Double-ender,  sloop, 
mahogany  on  oak,  refastened,  teak  cockpit,  ma¬ 
hogany  &  teak  interior.  Rebuilt  diesel,  autopilot, 
depth,  knotlog.  Restored.  All  sails  near  new. 
$15,000.  (619)  221-8177.  San  Diego. 

25-FT  CHEOY  LEE  fiberglass  sloop.  Volvo  die¬ 
sel.  $4,500.  (415)  456-1600. 

SANTANA  27,  1973.  Yanmar  diesel  inboard, 
Harken  roller  furling,  Harken  jiffy  reefing.  Recent 
mast,  rigging,  thru-hulls  replaced.  Bottom  paint  & 
survey  5/98.  $8,000  obo.  Contact  flash:  phone, 
(415)  75-flash  (415-753-5274)  or 
flash@docflash.com 

CAPRI  26, 1 990.  Well  maintained  inboard  diesel, 
furling  jib,  KM,  DS,  VHF,  compass.  Enclosed 
head,  stove,  tiller  autopilot,  Lasts  Drop  stuffing 
box.  2  batteries,  whisker  pole,  selftailing  winches, 
double  reef  main.  $21 ,500.  Please  contact  Al  at, 
(408)  279-8629  or  page  (408)  2374074. 

27-FT  BRISTOL,  1971.  Basic.  Main  &  jib,  16  hp 
Suzuki,  needs  some  work.  Good  starter/restorer. 
$3,000  or  reasonable  offer.  (707)  552-3105  or 
pager:  (707)  288-7469. 

CATALINA  27,  1974.  IRS  wants  more  money, 
please  buy  my  boat.  Excellent  condition.  4  sails, 
stereo,  electronics,  ground  tackle,  15  hp  o/b, 
cockpit  cushions,  long  galley,  refrig,  liveaboard 
storage  plus  more,  $7,000  obo.  Trailer,  $2,500. 
(925)  228-6577  or  PacificEaglel  @  excite.com 


EXPRESS  27, 1986,  hull  #109.  Race  ready!  Full 
Inventory  of  racing  &  day  sails.  Freshwater  sailed 
until  '98  season.  Too  many  upgrades  to  list.  Please 
call  for  full  list  of  inventory.  Must  sell  fast!  $1 8  500 
obo.  (510)  235-3760. 

ISLANDER  28,  1984.  Excellent  condition,  one 
owner.  Yanmar  diesel,  Harken  roller  furling  jib, 
inlaid  teak  sole,  VHF,  depth.  Berth  at  Gas  House 
Cove,  San  Francisco  Marina  included.  $25,000. 
(650)  369-1 334  or  fax  (650)  369-1338. 

ERICSON  27, 1974.  Good  condition,  very  clean. 
Main  &  3  jibs,  Atomic  4,  VHF,  toilet  with  holding 
tank,  2  burner  alcohol  stove.  Bottom  in  great 
condition.  Great  buy  at  $6,500.  Please  contact 
(925)  672-3243. 

NOR’SEA  27,  MAGIC  FLUTE.  Aft  cabin  trailerable 
ocean  cruiser.  Ideal  for  shorthanded  cruising  w/ 
Profurl,  all  lines  aft.  Yanmardiesel,  dodger,  depth, 
autopilot,  extensive  ground  tackle,  enclosed  head, 
factory  trailer.  Beautiful.  See  on  NoriSea  website 
at  www.vander-bend.com/norsea.  $39,500  obo, 
must  sell.  Call  (408)  245-5150  (Steve,  days), 
(650)  85 1  -3056  (Steve  or  Cathy,  eves  &  wkends), 
or  (707)  939- 8075  (Rudy,  days). 

ERICSON  27, 1 977.  Wheel  steering,  roller  fyrling, 
ST  winches,  new  jib,  electrical,  plumbing,  Atomic 
4,  recent  bottom  paint.  Needs  some  cosmetic 
work.  Firm  $7,000.  Oyster  Pt.  (415)  332-8676. 

HELP  ME!  I  HAVE  4  CARS!  Trade  your  racer/ 
cruiser  (Ranger  26,  Cal  2-27,  Gladiator,  Folkboat) 
for  a  '83  MBZ  380  SEL.  Book  says  $6,500  - 
$9,500.  Call  with  ideas  &  steal  this  black  perfor¬ 
mance  sedan.  (510)  769-8591 . 

27-FT  SPCN  FIBERGLASS  SLOOP, 1 982.  Needs 
further  restoration.  Currently  gutted,  needs  bot¬ 
tom  job.  Strong  boat.  Main  sail.  15  hp  Yamaha 
short  shaft  runs  good,  needs  long  shaft  extension. 
$2,000.  (650)  631-9587. 

EXCALIBUR  26.  Must  sell.  Fast  sloop.  Solid. 
Great  shape.  Loaded.  5  winches,  2  speed, 
selftailing.  Adjustable  split  backstay.  Spinnaker  & 
gear.  Good  125%,  150%  jibs.  Pineapple  main. 
Qbick  reef  system.  Internal  rigging.  6  hp  o/b.  Price 
reduced,  $5,800  obo.  Call  (408)  241-9981. 

CORONADO  25.  Well  maintained,  very  clean, 
good  sails,  newly  painted  bottom  &  topsides.  New 
interior  &  exterior  cushions,  reinforced  mast  & 
boom,  rigging  in  very  good  shape.  Outboard  re¬ 
cently  overhauled.  Rigged  for  singlehanded  sail¬ 
ing.  $3,950.  (510)  848-1375. 

CATALINA  27.  Well  maintained,  rebuild  Atomic 
4,  new  main,  4  jibs,  new  boom  &  bow  sprit,  no 
blisters!  AM/FM  cassette,  VHF,  dinette  interior, 
wheel  steering,  all  lines  rigged  to  cockpit.  Berthed 
at  South  Beach  Marina.  Many  extras.  Very  good 
condition,  a  great  buy  at  $8,300.  Will  teach  too! 
Call  Mark,  (650)  878-5888. 

RANGER  26.  Excellent  condition,  3  jibs  (90%, 
1 15%,  150%),  main,  spinnaker,  6  winches  (prima¬ 
ries  oversized),  lines  led  aft,  SS  keelbolts.  Recent 
upgrades:  standing  rigging,  spreaders,  boom,  life¬ 
lines,  8  hp  Evinrude  x-long  shaft.  $7,500.  Buying 
bigger  boat.  (415)  563-0105. 


B-25, 1992.  Fast  boat  for  racing,  good  boat  for 
ramp  launching  (keel  lifts).  3  sets  of  sails,  4 
spinnakers,  interior  cushions,  head,  Signet  instru¬ 
ments,  o/b,  trailer,  cover,  plus  upgrades  for  the 
Bay.  $18,500.  Margaret,  (707)  939-9951. 

OLSON  25,  HULL  #44,  BUILT  1984.  Lightly  used 
0-25  from  So.  Cal,  currently  dry  stored  in  Sausalito. 
Many  upgrades,  7  sails  (no  spinnaker),  lots  of 
electronics,  goodtrailer.  Excellent  shape,  reduced 
to  $13,500.  Rob,  (415)  383-8200  ext  109. 

CATALINA  25, 1981.  Full  keel,  9.9  hp  outboard. 
Pop-top.  Enclosed  Porta-Potti.  New  rigging  & 
depthsounder.  Excellent  condition.  Newborn 
forces  sale.  $4,500  for  quick  sale.  Jill/Richard, 
(925)  935-9518.  San  Pablo  Yacht  Club. 

27-FT  ALBIN  VEGA,  1977.  Excellent  condition. 
Diesel,  roller  furling,  autopilot,  Sayes  rig, 
depthsounder,  knotmeter.Goanywhere.  $10,000. 
(510)929-9219. 

CATALINA  270  LE,  1995.  Superb  condition.  KM, 
DS,  VHF,  windspeed/direction,  diesel,  h/c  pres¬ 
sure  water,  charger  &  more.  T railer,  towing/launch 
equipment.  $46,950.  Slip  available  McCall  Idaho. 
(208)  475-0946  days  or  (208)  376-4248  eves. 

SANTA  CRUZ  27,  HULL  #15.  A  fast  boat  with 
good  sails.  Hull  &  rigging  in  race  ready  condition. 
Some  interior  &  wiring  work  required.  Trailer  in¬ 
cluded.  $10,000  obo.  Call  Jim  at  (831)  427-1387 
for  details. 

LANCER  28, 1979.  Tiller,  autopilot,  very  clean, 
batt  charger,  BBQ,  new  halyards,  lOhp  outboard, 
Porta-Potti,  AM/FM  cassette,  dodger  &  other  can¬ 
vas,  2  headsails,  VHF  radio,  alcohol  stove,  new 
battery.  Need  to  sell.  $7,000  obo.  Please  call 
(510)  650-5519. 

CATALINA  270LE,  1995.  65  hrs  on  diesel,  KM 
log,  DS  temp,  3  sails,  furler,  ground  tackle,  short 
season  Montana  boat  (no  salt).  $42,500.  Trailer 
available.  Can  deliver  this  must-see  condition 
beauty.  (406)  849-5423  or  email: 

daytonyh@digisys.net 

ISLANDER  28, 1977.  rebuilt  Volvo  MD1 1C,  aprx 
150  hrs.  $14,000  obo.  Game  Fisher  25  hp.  New 
low  hrs.  Cost  $2,100.  Asking  $1,200.  Complete 
with  tank.  Please  call,  home,  (510)  234-5127  or 
work  (510)919-6842. 

C&C  25,  1974.  Great  clean  club  raceB/cruiser. 
Safe,  strong  Bay  family  boat.  Foil  headstay,  7 
Pineapple  sails,  chute,  drifter,  full  cruise  gear, 
shorepower,  12  volt,  holding  tank,  water,  2  an¬ 
chors,  VHF,  Suzuki  7  hp.  $8, 900/offer.  Please  call 
(831)  659-8877. 

26-FT  COLUMBIA  MKI,  1 965.  Plastic  classic  with 
bulletproof  fiberglass  hull  (no  blisters),  full  keel,  6 
ft  standing  headroom,  6  hp  Evinrude  o/b,  sink, 
icebox  &  stove,  sleeps  4.  Main,  jib,  standing  & 
running  rigging  are  all  in  good  condition.  Asking 
$3,500.  (510)  523-5988. 

PROJECT/BATHTUB  TOY  FOR  SALE.  SC27, 
hull  #26.  Located  Alameda.  Has  lots  of  extras, 
practice  sails,  outboard,  double  axle  trailer.  Needs 
major  TLC.  $5,000  obo.  (650)  688-381 1  days  or 
(650)  494-1516  eves.  * 


ISLANDER  28,  BALZAPHIRE.  All  amenities  for 
racing/cruising.  4  jibs,  2  spinnakers,  new  main. 
Weather  cloths,  curtains,  carpets.  New  head/hold¬ 
ing  tank.  Pulpit/lifelines,  jacklines.  Volvo  diesel. 
Class  winner  Santa  Barbara  ‘97,  Monterey  '98. 
$22, 500/trade  up.  Arnie,  (415)  239-1844. 

LANCER  25.  Main,  130%  &1 10%  jibs,  Honda  7.5, 
recent  interior  upgrade,  head,  galley,  Porta-Potti. 
Nice  Bay  boat.  Sausalito  berth.  $3,500.  Please 
call  (415)  421-1585. 

WESTSAIL  28, 1 976.  Cutter  rigged,  6  sails,  27  hp 
diesel,  GPS,  autopilot,  dodger,  VHF,  stereo.  Great 
condition.  Recent  survey.  Lying  Fort  Bragg.  Must 
sell.  Asking  $32,000  obo.  (707)  986-7794. 

MacGREGOR  25.  Swing  keel,  trailers  Honda  7.5 
hp  (4  cycle)  longshaft  o/b.  One  year  old  running 
rigging  &  upgraded  standing  rigging.  3  sails  in¬ 
cluding  a  Bay  Blaster  jib,  dodger,  VHF,  fishfinder/ 
depthsounder,  2  anchors,  stainless  steel  BBQ  & 
Porta-Potti.  Rigged  for  wild  summer  afternoons 
on  the  Bay  or  makes  a  great  Delta  boat.  Sleeps  4 
inside  w/standing  headroom  under  the  pop-top. 
Built-in  flotation  makes  it  unsinkable.  In  great 
shape  &  ready  to  sail.  $4,900.  (707)  431-1662.  _ 

RANGER  26, 1971.  Ready  to  sail.  Double  reel 
main,  furler  jib,  depthsounder,  knotmeter,  com¬ 
pass,  Autohelm,  8  hp  4-stroke  Honda  outboard. 
All  in  good  condition.  Good  looking  boat.  $6,800. 
(415)  927-7533. 

ERICSON  25.  New  standing  rigging.  Recent  sur¬ 
vey.  Johnson  6  hp.  Fixed  keel,  roller  furling,  en¬ 
closed  head,  depth,  VHF,  stereo.  Good  condition. 
In  Santa  Cruz,  can  help  with  transportation.  $7,500. 
(831)  684-9409. 

CLASSIC  28-FT  COLUMBIA,  1 969.  After  7  yrs  of 
unforgettable  weekends  &  10  day  adventure 
cruises  during  the  summer,  this  memory  maker  is 
for  sale.  We  bought  a  larger  boat.  Well  equipped 
2  cyl  Volvo  diesel,  VHF  radio,  AM/FM  cassette, 
knotmeter,  depthsounder.  Asking  $8,200  obo. 
(650)  343-5052,  Iv  message. 

EXPRESS  27,  LIPSTICK,  1984.  Alsberg  Bros 
work  of  art.  Excellent  condition.  Set-up  for  short- 
handed.  Tillerpilot,  knotmeter,  depthmeter,  new 
VHF,  updated  rigging  &  mast.  12  sails  including 
new  .75  oz  chute,  3  hp  o/b,  trailer.  $17,000.  Call 
(510)430-1334. 

O’DAY  25.  Great  Bay  boat.  Roomy  interior  (re¬ 
done).  VHF,  knot,  depth,  speed.  5  sails  incl  spin¬ 
naker,  BBQ,  9  hp  Mariner.  With  trailer.  Moving  up 
to  bigger  boat.  Please  call.  Love  to  show.  Phone: 
(510)  233-8508  or  email:  sailjonnay@aol.com 

COLUMBIA  26  with  great  SF  Marina  berth  in¬ 
cluded.  Very  tight,  no  leaks!  Enclosed  head.  Sink 
with  hot  running  water.  Cute,  comfortable  interior. 
Canvas  tent,  screened  privacy  rails.  Great  retreat! 
Priced  for  quick  sale,  $5,000obo.  (5 1 0)  594-9997. 


Remember... 
Classy  deadline 
is  a-l-w-a-y-s  W 
the  18th.  V 


HULL  DIVING 

Prompt,  professional  underwater  sendee  for  tha  central  Bay  Area 

’ll  (925)  671-2026  E-mail:  FST5TTMS@aol.com 

In  Harbor  Electric 

Installation,  Services  of  Boating  Equipment 

Batteries,  Charging  Systems,  Custom  Design 
(510)  236-5419  Alt.  Phone  (925)  684-2965 

'  USED  SAILS 

30  ft  -  50  ft  Race  or  Cruise 
www.sfsailing.com/leech rudiger/ 

EAST  BAY  SAIL  CLEANING 

(510)  523-9011 
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PEARSON  26.  Sleeps  4,  lifelines,  large  cockpit 
with  cushions,  main,  2  jibs,  VHF,  head,  sink,  7.5 
Honda  outboard.  Great  Bay  boat.  $5,995.  Call 
(408)  534-1361. 

27-FT  CHEOY  LEE  OFFSHORE,  SAMANTHA, 

1968,  (as  featured  in  April  '97  Latitude).  KM,  DS, 
compass,  lowhrsYanmar2GM20F.  Great  pocket 
cruiser/liveaboard.  Needs  work.  Rewarding  project 
tor  the  right  person.  $5,000.  Please  contact  Tim, 
(408)  406-7372  or  email:  tlitvin@earthlink.net 

ISLANDER  28, 1975.  Bob  Perry  design.  Inboard 
diesel.  Solid  sailboat,  well  laid-out  for  living  &  fun 
to  sail.  Berthed  in  San  Diego.  $8,800.  Please  call 
(619)  298-5811. 

CAL  2-27, 1976,  SUMMER.  Well  equipped,  main¬ 
tained.  Rebuilt  diesel,  just  hauled,  inspected,  bot¬ 
tom  paint.  Spinnaker  rigged,  ready  for  one-design 
racing  or  family  cruising.  Upgraded  throughout, 
many  extras.  $11,500.  (510)  548-8824. 


29  TO  31  FEET 


J/29, 1983.  Fractional.  Kevlar  main,  #1 ,  #3.  New 
Technora  running  rigging.  New  standing  rigging. 
Set-up  for  shorthanded  or  crew.  Honda  o/b. 
$21,000.  (510)367-7771. 

30- FT  BIRD  BOAT,  #10,  GREY  GOOSE.  2  year 
old  North  sails.  Mostly  rebuilt  &  ready  to  go. 
Asking  $7,000  obo.  Call  (415)  507-1798  voicemail. 

ERICSON  30+,  1981  SLOOP.  Fully  restored, 
upgraded,  in  mint  condition.  Universal  diesel,  new 
North  sails,  plus  restored  back-up  sails,  lots  of 
extras.  This  boat  has  been  professionally  up¬ 
graded.  Complete  documents  of  repairs  avail¬ 
able.  This  is  one  of  the  most  popular  boats  in  a 
sailing  club.  The  owner  enjoys  a  substantial  posi¬ 
tive  cash  flow  &  tax  advantages.  Enjoy  Bay  sailing 
&  get  paid  too!  Owner  needs  to  sell  due  to  auto 
injuries.  $30,000  obo.  Call  (209)  525-9390  or 
(209)  537-1535. 

NEWPORT  30, 1 984.  Custom  open  transom,  teak 
platform,  tiller,  refrig,  propane  stove  w/oven,  Uni¬ 
versal  diesel,  stereo,  VHF,  KM,  DS,  compass, 
roller  furling,  autopilot,  dodger  w/full  enclosure,  5 
sails.  $25,000.  (510)  290-1179. 

OLSON  91 1 S,  1 988.  Ericson  built  racer/cruiser.  3 
jibs,  2  spinnakers,  roller  furling,  Universal  diesel^ 
autopilot.  Original  owner,  excellent  condition^ 
$38,000  obo.  Please  call,  home  (510)  530-5569 
or  work  (510)  486-7598. 

SANTANA  30/30  GP,  1984.  Excellent  condition. 
Great  boat  &  well  equipped  for  bay  &  offshore 
sailing,  singlehanded  or  crewed.  See  at  Fortman 
Marina,  G18,  Alameda.  (408)  354-4729  or  email: 
TheJunges@aol.com 

30- FT  CUSTOM  SPORT  BOAT.  Schumacher/ 
Olson  design.  Exceptionally  well  constructed. 
Excellent  condition.  Super  fast,  top  quality  sails,  2 
axle  trailer,  LPU  paint,  outboard,  carbon  fiber 
spar,  fractional  rig,  dry  sailed.  The  ultimate  in  go 
fast  racing  at  a  much  lower  cost.  Please  call  Bill  at 
(408)  734-2027. 


CATALINA  30, 1980.  New  cushions,  covers,  bat¬ 
teries,  charger,  engine  controls.  Universal  Atomic 
diesel,  VHF,  tiller  steering.  Clean  inside  &  out,  ’97 
survey.  Great  office  or  weekender.  $1 8,000  obo. 

At  Pier  39.  (415)  346-6728  or  Boatfox@AOL.com 

ETCHELLS,  #283,  1976  DRISCOLL  HULL.  2 

sets  of  sails,  full  cover,  all  equipment  including 
anchor  &  paddles,  yard  dolly.  Always  dry  sailed, 
very  good  condition  &  well  maintained.  A  fast  & 
beautiful  boat  with  an  active  Bay  fleet.  $7,500. 
(510)  521-3939. 

NORTH  ATLANTIC  29,  SIRIUS.  Angus  Prim- 
rose-Blondie  Hasler  designed  modern  junk  rig 
sloop.  A  scaled  up  “Jester”  Folkboat,  one  of  three 
built.  Hawaiian  &  North  Atlantic  proven.  The  ulti¬ 
mate  single  or  doublehanded  bullet-proof  yacht. 
Vane,  diesel,  spares,  electronics,  liferaft,  Autohelm. 
Sold  new  in  1 977 for  $75,000. 29'  7"  x  9'  7".  1 0,000 
lb  displacement.  This  classic  design  has  come  on 
the  market  only  three  times  in  25  years!  $60,000. 
http://www.jimdietz.corrVjunkrig.html  or  contact 
jsdietz@earthlink.net  or  phone  (619)  223-1563. 

RAWSON  30, 1961.  Heavy,  full  keel  fiberglass 
hull.  Volvo  MD2B  diesel  with  low  hours.  New  main 
&  genny,  oversized  rigging,  tabernacled  mast, 
manual  anchor  windlass,  head  &  holding  tank. 
New  pressure  water  pump.  An  economical 
liveaboard  or  cruiser.  $25,000.  (831)  475-5940. 

J/30, 1979.  New  main  &  North  3DL 155%,  1 .5  oz, 

3/4  oz,  1/2  oz  spinnaker,  blooper.  Headsails: 
78%,  1 1 0%,  1 40%,  (3)  1 55%.  New  mast  &  rigging 
(4yrs  old),  Autohelm,  Loran,  wind  &  speed  indica¬ 
tor,  VHF,  stereo,  Yanmar  diesel  &  much  more.  All 
in  excellent  cond.  $24,500.  (415)  383-1434  or 
ksailg@aol.com 

CATALINA  30, 1981.  Superb  condition.  Diesel, 
rollerfurlingjib,  selftailing  winches,  lazy  jackmain, 
top-notch  dodger,  newlines  in  '98,  wheel  steering, 
pressure  h/c  water.  Great  liveaboard,  awesome 
interior.  $28,500.  (415)  461-9562. 

CAL  30.  Clean,  wide  beam,  heavy  duty  all  glass, 
offshore  boat.  Needs  some  paint  &  minor  work. 
Westerbeke  diesel  inboard,  runs  good.  1 963  boat 
but  looks  early  1980's.  A  bargain  at  $4,995.  May 
consider  cash  plus  trade.  Call  (415)  258-5709  or 
(415)  898-2019.  Serious  inquires  only. 

HERRESHOFF  MODIFIED  H-28  KETCH.  29'  5" 

LOA,  9'  beam.  Full  keel.  Mahogany  doubleplanked 
hull,  copper  fastened.  Rebuilt  Atomic  4  &  new, 
decks  ‘98.  Hull  refinished  11/97.  Newfoam/uphol-  s> 
stery  &  running  rigging.  Extras.  Survey  1/99. 
$14,000  obo.  Call  Stephanie,  (415)  546-3634  or 
(510)  530-0346. 

30- FT  CHINESE  JUNK,  1959.  Not  a  replica,  the 
real  thing.  2,000  year  old  proven  design  &  con¬ 
struction.  A  fortune  in  hardwood  &  bronze,  1  -1/4” 
epiton  planking  (edge  nailed)  over  3x5”  ma¬ 
hogany  frames,  teak  deck  &  cabin,  fir  spars,  6  ft 
headroom  throughout,  Paloma  hot  water,  pro¬ 
pane  stove,  shower,  2  sinks,  20  hp  outboard  in 
well,  ground  tackle.  Excellent  liveaboard.  $6,500. 
Matt,  (707)  769-9780  or  email:  aviva@jps.net 


30- FT  NEWPORT,  1982.  Rollerfurling  main  &  jib. 
600  hrs  on  new  diesel.  Lots  of  extras,  excellent 
condition.  Must  see,  $26,000.  Berthed  in 
Emeryville.  (219)  358-1537. 


32  TO  35  FEET 


HUNTER  35.5  LEGEND,  1991.  Extremely  clean, 
light  use.  28  hp  Yanmar,  Harken  furler,  1 35%  with 
foam  luff,  Dutchman.  Dodger,  bimini,  Bottomsider 
cushions,  walk-through  trarrspm.  VHF,  DS,  KM, 
Autohelm  4000,  stereo,  more.  Complete,  ready  to 
sail  at  Schoonmaker  (Sausalito).  $66,500.  Call 
(707)  257-7450. 

COLUMBIA  SABRE  32.5.  Good  condition.  VHF, 

6  hp  Johnson,  new  main,  new  standing  rigging 
'97.  Great  boat.  $5,800  obo.  Call  (831 )  477-9562. 

HUNTER  33, 1980.  Furling,  lazy  jack,  jiffy  reefing, 
selftailing  winches,  lines  aft,  wheel,  depth  &  knot, 
compass,  Autohelm,  dodger  w/winter  cover,  AC/ 
DC  sh'orepower,  12/120  refrigeration,  propane 
stove/oven,  h/c  pressure  water  &  shower,  LP 
paint,  15  hp  diesel.  $29,950.  (916)  966-1677. 

35-FT  YORKTOWN.  In  good  condition,  very  roomy 
daysaifpr,  excellent  liveaboard.  Perkins  diesel 
excellent,  hull  excellent,  all  rigging  inspected  & 
working.  Canvas  cockpit  cover,  dinghy  thrown  in, 
Docked  in  Alameda.  Great  deal  at  $19,500.  Call 
(415)  664-4079  or  email:  Mickel@sirius.com 

35-FT  TAHITI  KETCH,  1 938.  Stout.  Hanna  double- 
ender  in  PV,  Mexico.  50  hp  Isuzu.  Propane.  Cruis¬ 
ing  gear,  ground  tackle,  dinghy,  sails.  Possible 
planking,  re-caulk,  but  good  labor  is  cheap.  1-2” 
cedar  on  oak  every  5”.  Refastened  '92  by 
Rutherford’s.  Asking  $6,900.  (415)  225-7817. 

CATALINA  34, 1986.  New  dodger,  135%  roller 
furling,  radial  gennakerwith  sock,  full  cabin  cover 
Autohelm  3000,  wind,  speed,  depth,  Apelco  ra¬ 
dar,  stereo,  TV,  CNG  gas  stove,  diesel  engine. 
Hauied  6/98  at  Stockton  Sailing  Club.  $56,000. 
Call  Scott,  (209)  522-6724. 

CATALINA  34, 1994.  Equipped  for  passage.  '98 
Pacific  Cup  veteran.  Many,  many  extras  &  custom 
creature  comfort  features.  $65,000  firm.  Please 
call  (209)  463-3621  home  or  (209)  955-3229-. 
work. 

32-FT  MAXI,  1995.  Built  in  Sweden  by  Pelle 
Petterson.  Fast,  rugged,  North  Sea  design.  Huge 
main  cabin  &  aft  cabin.  Big  cockpit  w/pedestal 
steering,  Volvo  diesel  (2  cyl,  7  knots).  New  roller 
furling  &  dodger.  Papers  on  recent  major  refur¬ 
bish.  Asking  $28,500  (may  carry  financing).  Call 
(415)  455-9191  days. 

32-FT  ENDEAVOUR, 1979.20  hp  Yanmar  diesel, 
fiberglass  sloop,  refrigerated  ice  box,  propane 
stove,  knotlog,  depthsounder,  VHF  radio,  stereo, 
wheel  steering,  bimini.  Race,  cruise,  liveaboard. 
$28,000  obo.  (510)  321-1018. 

EXPRESS  34,  HULL  #3,  MARRAKESH.  Excel¬ 
lent  condition,  new  bottom  Nov  ’98,  too  many 
items  to  list.  $62,500.  Call  Bill,  (650)  592-4572  or 
email:  marakeshxp@aol.com  for  complete  inven¬ 
tory. 


FEATURED  IN  FERANCE  MATE’S  World's  Best 
Sailboats.  1981  Freedom  33catketch  with  carbon 
fiber  masts,  all  new  canvas,  completely  equipped 
for  liveaboard  &  cruising.  Spotless  condition. 
$59,000  obo.  Loraine,  (253)  627-8830  orLoraine- 
sea@juno.com 

32- FT  TWO  CABIN,  MID-COCKPIT.  Wheel,  din¬ 
ghy,  motor,  generator,  extra  engine  &  transmis¬ 
sion,  6  ft  headroom.  Legal  liveaboard.  Just  sur¬ 
veyed.  $23,000.  (510)  548-6655. 

33-  FT  YAMAHA,  1979.  Excellent  construction, 
never  any  blisters,  diesel.  Go  anywhere.  $25,000. 
(510)929-9219. 

MARINER  35  KETCH.  1964  William  Garden, 
classic  lines  built  in  Japan.  Mahogany  on  oak, 
copper  riveted  &  bronze  fastened  hull,  full  keel. 
Perkins  4-107  diesel.  Varnished  mahogany 
housesides,  taft  &  cap  rails  &  interior.  Complete 
galley  with  propane  stove  &  oven,  small  refrig, 
pressurized  water  system  &  hot  water  heater. 
Great  liveaboard.  In  Emeryville.  $24,500  obo. 
(530)  753-1228  or  debrals@pacbell.net 

35-FT  SPARKMAN  &  STEPHENS  SLOOP,  1979. 

Built  by  Hughes  in  Canada.  Fast,  fun,  comfortable 
&  well  built.  Great  liveaboard.  H/C  pressure  water, 
refrig/freezer,  TV/VCR,  stereo,  microwave,  VHF, 
AP.  Beautiful  interior  with  standing  headroom 
throughout.  Over  $20,000  spent  on  major  refit 
over  last  4  years  including  new:  standing  rigging, 
Volvo-Perkins  25  hp  diesel,  40  gal  fuel  tank, 
Saildrive,  head,  holding  tank,  propane  stove/oven, 
compass,  GPS,  knot/depth  meters,  upholstery, 
running  lights,  10.5  ft  Achilles  inflatable  w/5  hp 
Yamaha  o/b  &  more.  Sail  inventory  includes: 
main,  jib,  genoa  &  spinnaker.  Sailed  extensively 
throughout  West  Coasts  of  Canada  &  the  U.S.  & 
ready  to  go  again.  Nearly  $60,000  invested.  Ex¬ 
cellent  value  at  $35,000.  Call  Eric,  (51 0)  273-2077 
dys  or  (510)  865-3579  eves.  Serious  inquiries 
only,  please. 

TARTAN  TEN.  Sleek  33  ft  Sparkman  &  Stephens 
designed  flush  deck  one-design.  Recent  haulout 
&  bottom  paint,  great  sails,  no  blisters,  very  fast, 
foil  headstay,  2  anchors,  diesel.  $9, 500/offer. 
Needs  some  work  but  sound.  (831)  659-8877. 

3 3- FT  ROBERTS  STEEL,  SPRAY,  cutter,  1990. 

1 8  hp  Saab,  12  ft  beam,  4  ft  draft,  6’  3”  headroom, 
22,000  lb  displacement,  60  gal  fuel,  120  gal  water, 
hauled  in  ‘98.  Equipped  offshore  cruising.  $45,000, 
no  contracts  or  trades.  (360)  385-0631  or 
herrick@Olympus.net 

WESTSAIL  32.  Ready  for  cruising/liveaboard. 
Factory  plan,  immaculate.  Beautiful  interior,  elec¬ 
tric  head,  shower,  h/c  pressure.  Much  more! 
$56,900.  All  details,  photos,  Westsail  history  at 
www.moonbase.com/ccc/wings/ .  Please  contact 
(510)  331-7145. 

CLIPPER  MARINE  32, 1 977.  Fresh  Yanmar  die¬ 
sel,  Crealock design,  Excellentsailing  &  liveaboard. 
$9,300.  Call  (650)  369-6869. 

FUJI  32, 1977.  Alden  classic  clipper  style  ketch. 
Bay  or  coastal  cruiser.  Extensive  refit  includes 
Profurl,  S/L  555  windlass,  3  anchors,  new  VHF  & 
dodger,  propane  2  burner  w/oven,  40  hp  diesel, 
AP,  DF,  WS,  Loran.  $35,500.  (650)  574-5147. 


STEVE'S  MARINE 


Yacht  Delivery  &  Charter 


Custom  Woodwork 
Interior/Design 


Small  Craft  Repair 
El  Toros  and  Paris 

Sausalito  (415)  332-2500 


Teak  Decks 
Repair 


PARADISE  CAY  PUBLICATIONS  2500+  NAUTICAL  BOOKS 

www.paracay.com 

Free  Best  Sellers  Catalog  (800)  736-4509 


Capt.  Paul  McDonald  •  Power  &  Sail 
25  yrs.  experience  •  Reliable  •  References 
USCG  Licensed  MASTER  #801932  •  (209)  473-1614 


PACIFIC  MARINE  INSTITUTE 

SMALL,  HANDS-ON  &  SELF  PACED  CLASSES 
DIESEL,  ENG  TROUBLESHOOTING,  ELECTRICAL,  REFER 
See  us  at  www.bellhaven.com  or  call  toll  free 

(877)  279-4329  FOR  INFO.  PAK 
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33-FT  TARTAN  10, 1979.  Rebuilt  Farymann  die¬ 
sel,  2  mains,  3  spinnakers  (3/4, 1/2  oz),  autopilot, 
depth,  knot,  new  batt.  Daysail  or  race,  not  very 

suitable  for  cruising.  Asking  modest  $1 0,500.  Jeff, 

(415)  331-5515  wk  or  (510)  236-7223  hm. 

33-FT  MAHOGANY  SAILBOAT,  cutter  rigged. 
Roller  furling  main.  Thick,  heavy  construction.  Ail 
mahogany  ceilings,  full  keel.  Complete  rebuild  on 
Volvo  diesel.  Honda  generator.  Lots  of  gear.  Needs 
TLC,  paint,  etc.  Great  liveaboard.  $5,000.  Call 
(415)  460-8771,  Iv  message. 


36  TO  39  FEET 


TAYANA  37,  1986  MKII.  Canoe  stem  cruiser, 
cutter  rigged.  New  canvas,  interior  &  bottom  paint. 
$95,500.  (310)  833-5976  9-5pm  days.  See  at: 
http://coopads.com/t37 

CAL  39, 1979.  Cutter,  1 987  Perkins  4-108.  Fit  out 
with  the  finest.  Recent  photos/list  available. 
Windvane,  new  8DAGM  batteries,  autopilot,  ra¬ 
dar  &  GPS,  Ham,  VHF,  sounders,  wheel,  roller 
furling,  solar,  Avon  w/8  hpo/b,  watermaker,  50  gal 
diesel,  90  gal  water,  shower,  new  cushions,  refrig 
&  gazillions  of  goodies  &  charts!  I  bought  this 
lovely  in  French  Poly.  No  duty,  no  local  sales  tax, 
no  property  taxes  because  I  followed  rules.  Docu¬ 
mented,  makes  transfer  easy.  I  refit  the  boat  & 
enjoyed  Polynesia  but  now  alas,  my  body  is  not  as 
sound  as  the  boat,  so  I  am  selling.  Missed  Mexico? 
This  fine  boat  is  ready.  Cost  you  $95,000  here  to 
equal  what  I  offer  at  $60,000  in  Polynesia.  Call 
Ronn,  (415)454-2401.  Look,  be  impressed.  Email: 
alronnhill@aol.com 

37- FT  HUNTER,  1978.  Cruise  ready,  Hawaii/ 
Mexico  vet.  Watermaker,  dodger,  autopilot,  GPS, 
chart  plotter,  Loran  radar  &  much  more.  Will 
consider  part  trade  for  power  boat  in  25  ft  range. 
$40,000.  Pete,  (805)  466-6656. 

38- FT  HANS  CHRISTIAN,  1 979  MKII.  This  beau¬ 
tiful,  well  built,  well  rigged  vessel  has  cruised  for 
many  years  &  nowshe  needs  a  new,  loving  owner. 
Asking  $110,000.  (509)  997-2266  or  email: 
steba@methow.com 

38-FT  INGRID  CUTTER.  Fully  equipped  with  new 
engine  &  quality  gear.  Needs  some  interior  finish. 
Reduced  to  $30,000  obo.  (360)  385-4596. 

38-FT  FERRO  CEMENT  SOUTH  SEAS  Sloop,  SI 
V  Halcyon  Days.  Propane  stove/heater,  radar, 
VHF,  AM/FM/tape,  DS,  gennaker,  Perkins  4-108. 
Couple  has  lived  aboard  4  yrs.  $38,000.  Please 
call  (206)  297-1662. 

CABO  RICO  38, 1990.  Custom  offshore  cutter. 
Top  quality  bluewater  cruising  vessel  in  excep¬ 
tional  condition.  Equipped  ‘97-'98  with  extensive 
comfort  &  performance  options  including  Spectra 
watermaker,  holding  plate  refrig,  radar,  GPS/plot- 
ter,  Espar  heater,  inverter,  autopilot,  much  more. 
(415)  331-6805. 


1 963  RIVER  QUEEN,  36-FT  STEEL  hulled  house¬ 
boat.  Complete  accommodations,  3  burner  pro- 
panestove&oven,  apartment  refrig,  head,  shower, 
lots  of  storage,  ample  deck  space  fore,  aft  &  on  top 
of  cabin.  351  Cleveland  engine,  Volvo  Penta 
outdrive,  Kohler  generator.  New  roof,  deck  paint, 
last  hauled  in  May  '98.  Great  liveaboard  or  week¬ 
end  get  away.  $15,000  obo.  (415)  274-0382. 

CT-38, 1984.  Sloop  built  by  Ta  Chiao,  fast  ocean¬ 
going  cruiser,  teak  deck,  30  hp  diesel,  5  sails, 
roller  furling,  windlass,  radar,  depthsounder, 
knotmeter,  beautiful  teak  interior.  Vessel  is  in 
good  condition,  docked  in  fresh  water.  $39,900. 
Cali  (925)  516-9190  or  fax  (925)  516-8665. 

EXPRESS  37  PRIMORDIAL  SLOOP,  1988.  Origi¬ 
nal  owner.  Immaculate  yacht  with  cruising  interior, 
27  hp  Yanmar  with  heat  exchanger.  Martec  fold¬ 
ing  prop.  Autohelm  2000,  Signet,  Harken  roller, 
wheel,  7  selftailing  Lewmars,  5  North  sails. 
$96,000.  (408)  531-0767. 

BUCHAN  37, 1966.  Sloop.  No  blisters,  hull  LPU  & 
bottom  job  last  month.  Tapered  aluminum  mast. 
Reliable  Atomic  4.  Windvane  tiller.  Grocok  head 
with  holding  tank.  Force  10  propane  stove  w/3 
burners  &  oven.  Custom  stern  swivel  seats  on 
pushpit.  Great  canvas.  2  hank  on  jibs,  drifter, 
spinnaker.  V-berth  double  &  2  singles  in  main 
cabin.  Lewmar  hatches.  Bow  &  stern  anchors. 
Seatiger  manual  windlass.  Quick  sale.  Only 
$16,000  obo.  Contact  (415)  331-6703  day  or 
(415)  488-1533  eves  or  marladida@aol.com 

VALIANT/ESPRIT  37,  1978  FOR  SALE.  Well 
equipped  for  cruising,  very  good  condition,  no 
blisters,  large  sail  inventory.  Back  from  Mexico 
last  spring.  Priced  at  $82,500.  For  detailed  info 
call  Gregory  at  (510)  595-9294  or  email: 
asaiiorman@yahoo.com.  Owner  financing  avail¬ 
able.  ' 

ISLAND  PACKET  38, 1988.  Excellent  condition. 
Major  refit  since  '95,  over  $40,000  value.  Wind¬ 
lass  Autohelm  6000,  watermaker  WaterSurvivor 
801 1 ,  dinghy  davits,  radar,  power  inverter,  liferaft, 
EPIRB  406  Mtlz,  new  cruising  sails,  auxiliary 
stainless  steel  diesel  tank  50gals.  Stainless  steel 
arch  with  4  solar  panels,  4  solar  vents,  new 
fiberglass  dodger,  new  bimini,  etc.  Located  in  San 
Carios,  Sonora,  Mexico.  $138,000.  No  sales  tax. 
For  details  please  contact :  (01 1)  52-622-701 60  or 
(530)  257-3948. 

36-FT  (10.7  METER)  COLUMBIA,  1979.  Excel¬ 
lent  condition,  upgraded  electrical  systems,  Heart 
2000  inverter  with  Link  2000,  high  output  alterna¬ 
tor,  new  AP,  windlass,  radar,  roller  furling,  dinghy 
davits,  new  interior,  much  more.  Yanmar  diesel. 
Located  Monterey,  CA.  $38,500.  (831)  624-6001. 

ISLANDER  36.  A  proper  yacht.  Diesel,  full  race 
sail  inventory  &  equipment.  New  upholstery  & 
sailcover.  Freshly  painted  bottom,  topsides,  deck, 
mast  &  boom.  New  electronics  &  new  portlights. 
Now  ready  to  sail  awayl  (41 5)  392-8204  day  or 
(415)  435-0652  eves. 


36-FT  CREALOCK  DESIGNED  COLUMBIA.  Built 
1968  when  boats  were  built  to  last.  12,000  dis¬ 
placement,  5,500  external  lead.  Tiller,  Atomic-4, 6 
sails,  all  equipment  upgraded  &  overbuilt.  Cruise, 
race,  liveaboard.  The  perfect  boat  for  couple. 
Maintained  by  a  professional.  Transferable  sail-in 
Marina  Green  slip.  $40,000.  Please  call  Pete, 
(415)  563-4421. 

TAYANA  37, 1 987.  Located  in  Mexico.  Boat  needs 
some  tender  loving  care.  $55,000.  For  information 
please  fax,  011-52-69-16-3614  or  email: 
Mazmarine@aol.com 

TAYANA  37  CUTTER,  1976.  For  Baja  &  beyond. 
Prepped  for  cruising.  135%  &  100%  jibs,  Famet 
roller,  club  foot  staysail,  Pineapple  main  w/3  reefs, 
Sayes  windvane,  Bruce  &  CQR  anchors  on  chain, 
Muir  windlass,  60  hp  Isuzu,  Furuno  radar  &  GPS, 
davits,  4  battery  banks,  100  gal  diesel  &  water 
tanks.  Pressurized  &  hand  pump  fresh  &  salt 
water,  Lectrasan  MSD,  offshore  dodger  & 
weathercloth,  fiberglass  decks,  lead  keel.  Please 
contact  (510)  864-1471  (Alameda)  or  email: 
cambriaus@aol.com 

HUNTER  LEGEND  37, 1990.  Great  liveaboard. 
Two  roller  furling  jibs,  two  spinnakers,  Raytheon 
radar,  Garmin  120  GPS,  Autohelm  ST4000,  plus 
more!  Fast  bluewater  veteran.  Visit:  http:// 
home.pacbell.net/isailsfforphotos  &  info.  $69,500. 
(415)  346-7783  eves. 


40  TO  50  FEET 


FREEPORT 41,1 976.  Center  cockpit  ketch.  Large 
aft  cabin  with  head  &  shower,  forward  cabin  with 
head,  large  salon,  nice  galley  with  propane  stove, 
miqrowave,  2500  watt  inverter.  New  gel  batteries, 
85  hp  Lehman  diesel,  200  gal  fuel  &  water,  200 
amp  high  output  alt.  2  top  loaded  freezers/refers, 
newly  certified  6-man  raft.  This  boat  is  set-up  for 
cruising  or  liveaboard.  $20,000  in  upgrades,  ask¬ 
ing  $79,500.  Call  days,  (800)  331-7626  or  nights 
(916)  791-0362. 

42-FT  WHITBY  KETCH,  BUILT  1978.  Excellent 
condition,  one  owner,  cruised  Mexico  '88/89, 
many  extras  including  windvane  steering,  radar, 
extra  sails,  etc.  In  Delta.  $92,500.  Please  call 
(707)  763-7218  for  equipment  list  or  log  on  to: 
www.netcom.com/~dehaan2. 

MASON43CUTTER,HULL#5.  Turnkey,  offshore 
cruiser.  Documented,  admeasured.  Major  refit 
‘91 ,  upgrades  '94  &  '97.  Radar,  autopilot,  Profurl, 
Lewmar  hatches,  windvane,  liferaft,  dinghy, 
Windbugger,  solar,  awnings,  dodger,  more. 
$149,000.  (970)  247-1632  or  view  at: 
www.frontier.net/~tgalbraith 

41-FT  RHODES.  Beautiful,  fiberglass  hull  world 
cruiser.  New  Profurl,  Ideal  windlass.  GPS,  2 
depthfinders,  radar,  AP,  VHF,  solar,  new  Yanmar 
850  hrs,  hard  dodger,  dinghy,  liferaft.  Real  Estate 
trades  considered.  $40,000.  (408)  744-0862. 


40-FT  HARDIN  KETCH.  Cruiser  ready,  new  sails, 
watermaker,  GPS,  radar,  wind  generator,  solar, 
liferaft  &  more.  Pristine.  San  Carlos,  Mexico. 
$59,900.  For  specs  Please  contact  Roman 
Lamberty,  824  S.  Mill  Ave,  #339,  Tempe,  AZ 
85281  or  fax  (Oil)  52-622-61180  or  email: 
AkelaSeca  @  hotmail.com 

LIBERTY  458  CUTTER,  1983.  Just  circumnavi¬ 
gated,  could  leave  again  tomorrow.  Excellent 
liveaboard  at  sea  or  at  the  dock.  Luxurious  interior 
in  superb  condition.  2  heads,  marble  countertops, 
queen  size  bed.  Loaded  with  equipment  &  spares 
for  cruising.  Radar,  2  autopilots,  2  GPSs,  2  VHFs, 
SSB,  Weatherfax,  watermaker,  frig/freezer,  elec¬ 
tric  windlass,  406  EPIRB,  washer/dryer,  solar  & 
wind  power,  inverter,  TV/VCR,  CD  player,  4-per¬ 
son  offshore  liferaft,  12  ft  inflatable  with  15  hp  4- 
stroke  Honda  outboard,  4  sails,  whisker  pole,  85 
hp  Perkins,  recent  epoxy  bottom  &  more.  $200,000 
U.S.  Arriving  San  Francisco  late  March.  Contact 
Robin  at  1-403-277-2905  hm  or  1-403-273-6958 
wk  or  Dave  in  SF,  (415)  945-9032.  Yacht:  Charissa. 

MORGAN  45, 1991.  Center  cockpit  by  Catalina. 
Immaculate  condition,  5  kw  Northern  Lights  gen, 
Grunert  cold  plate  refrig,  Webasto  diesel  cabin 
heater,  furling  jib,  spinnaker  gear  with  pole,  Trimble 
GPS  &  Loran,  dual  VHF,  HF,  AP,  TV,  CD  stereo, 
radar,  dodger,  chart  plotter,  Datamarine  5000 
instrumentation,  electric  heads  &  more.  All  new 
interior  &  exterior  cushions  &  mattresses.  The 
works.  $189,000.  (415)  371-3444  dys. 

ANGLEMAN  SEAWITCH  KETCH.  36  ft  on  deck, 
50  ft  overall.  Newly  refurbished  interior  &  exterior! 
New  paint,  varnish,  tile  in  galley,  seat  cushions, 
curtains,  carpeting,  sail  covers,  dory,  hatch,  sky¬ 
light,  wheel  covers,  etc.  This  boat  is  in  bristol 
condition  &  would  be  a  great  cruiser  or  liveaboard. 
Hot  &  cold  water  pressure,  shower,  Loran,  3 
anchors,  4  sails  (excellent  condition),  TV,  stereo, 
sleeps  6,  headroom  6’3".  Holding  tank,  3  bilge 
pumps,  Isuzu  4  cyl  diesel  engine,  built-in 
shorepower/charger.  $59,000.  (530)  274-1624. 

VALIANT  40  PROJECT  BOAT.  Entire  exterior 
restoration  nearing  completion.  Many  upgrades: 
new  ports,  boom,  traveler,  stantions,  teak  rubrail, 
more.  Large  inventory  of  items  to  complete  resto¬ 
ration.  Extensive  list  of  cruising  equipment. 
$55,000.  (760)  377-3436  orgnome®  ridgenet.net 
or  see  info  atwww.ridgenet.net/~gnome/ 
valiant1.html 

VAGABOND  47, 1 980.  World  cruiser,  completely 
refit  with  the  following  new  in  last  5  years:  com¬ 
plete  electronics  package,  aluminum  spars,  roller 
furling,  sails,  ST  Lewmar  winches,  5  kw  Northern 
Lites  generator,  55  gal  per  hr  Sea  Recovery 
watermaker,  AC/DC  refrig  &  freezer,  custom  elec 
davits  w/11  ft  Boston  Whaler,  custom  teak/fiber¬ 
glass  coach  top.  $80,000  in  creature  comfort 
upgrades,  communications  &  nav  equipment  in 
addition  to  above.  Pictures  &  description  at: 
www.yachts-online.com.  Immaculate,  must  see. 
$198,000.  San  Diego,  CA.  (619)  691-6930  or 
Svbrassrng@aol.com 


Global  Navigation  Software  Co. 

Supplier  of  navigation  software  since  1984 

Software  -  hardware  -  installation  -  PC  chart  plotters  as  low  as  $99 

Get  a  working  demo  from  our  web  page :  www.globenav.com 

YACHT  REPAIR 

Fiberglass  &  Complete  Blister  Repair  ~  Rigging  -  Deck  Repair  ~  Paint  &  Brightwork 
Digcount  on  all  materials 

Neat  &  on  time  ~  22  yrs  experience 
(415)  331-9850 

Aries  Windvane  Gear 

The  World's  Self-Steering  Wincjyane  Quality  Standard 

Since  1968 

Denmark  -  www.selfsteer.dk  Phone  45-7445-0760 

United  States  -  USAries@aol.com  Phone  650-591-3791 

— ti#-High  Quality  Convenient  Foods 

Omaha  Steaks  Int’l,  FR.  Poultry,  eg.  150  items 

1-888-EASYFOOD  »»  tZ  H™"  ' 

Tri-Coastal  Marine,  Inc. 

•  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers 

Richmond  Yacht  Harbor  n  H  f!  Design 

Richmond,  CA  ~====i=====_J'‘==^^  Construction 

(510)  235-7770  Modification 

www.tricoastal.com  ~  - -  ~~~  Project  Management 

NOR-CAL  COMPASS  ADJUSTING 

Magneuto™  System  Exclusively 

1.  Boat  Remains  in  Berth  2.  Eliminates  Deviation 

Authorized  Compass  Repair  -  All  Major  Brands 

Hal  McCormack  (415)  892-7177  days  or  eves. 
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CATALINA  400, 1997.  Roller  furling  90%  &  135% 
headsails,  Dutchman  flaking  system  full  batten 
main,  fully  integrated  instruments  including  Furuno 
LCD  radar,  Garmin  GPS  chart  plotter,  Autohelm 
7000  AP,  CQR  anchor,  electric  windlass,  Alpine 
CD  stereo,  cockpit  speakers,  Horizon  Nova  VHF, 
cockpit  cushions,  full  canvas,  ref  rig/freezer.  Cruise 
ready.  $1 56,000.  Please  call  (91 6)  652-6386  eves 
or  (916)  323-0624  days. 

PETERSON  44, 1 979.  Canceling  cruise  for  health 
reasons.  Ready  for  you  to  go  cruising.  Installed 
everything  for  safety  &  comfort.  Equipment  listtoo 
long  to  mention.  $140,000.  (530)  412-0287. 

SUNDOWNER,  40-FT  ROUND  BILGE  steel  cut¬ 
ter  ketch.  Exceptionally  maintained  serious  world 
cruiser.  Antarctic,  Cape  Horn  veteran.  For  details 
see  Feature  Boat,  Latitudes  &  attitudes  Jan/Feb 
’99  issue.  Lying  Nelson,  New  Zealand.  $100,000. 
Contact  Rondi  at  0064-21-211-3944  or 
rondij@hotmail.com 

43-FT  STEEL,  prize  winning  boat  of  the  month, 
National  Fisherman.  Pilothouse,  hard  chine  ketch. 
Designer  Charles  Wittholz.  Documented  fishing 
boat,  liveaboard/yacht.  11  x  14  cargo  hold,  4x8 
hatch.  Sails  well  on  all  headings.  Range  1,800 
miles.  Still  improving.  $80,000.  (916)  974-1886. 

CATALINA  42. 2  cabin  1992,  one  owner,  excep¬ 
tionally  clean,  professionally  maintained.  Autopi¬ 
lot,  Loran,  radar,  Wolter  demand  water  heater  w/ 
cabin  forced  air  heater.  Elliptical  rudder.  Inverter, 
E-meter/Smart charger/660  amps,  batteries  6/98. 
New  main,  135%  genoa  11/96.  Much  custom 
cabinet  work,  ordered  with  bare  wood  from  fac¬ 
tory.  Hand  rubbed  interior.  This  is  a  special  gotta1 
see  boat.  (562)  493-4146. 

CUSTOM  CUTTER,  47'  x  14'  beam.  Stoutly  built 
of  foam  cored  FG  for  comfort  &  pertormanqe. 
Yanmar  diesel,  AP,  GPS  &  tall  rod  rig.  Over 
$175,000  invested.  Offered  for  immediate  sale. 
Leave  message  at  (520)  284-5093  or  see  at  KKMI 
(Pt.  Richmond),  Yacht:  Sedona. 

COLIN  ARCHER,  45-FT  LOA,  double  ender  terra. 
Full  electronics,  great  ground  tackle  &  sails.  Needs 
very  little  to  go  cruising.  A  great  looking  boat. 
$32,000,  make  me  an  offer!  (831)  659-6052. 

SLOCUM  43, 1985.  Bristol  condition,  top  quality, 
heavy  cruiser.  2  prvt  cabins,  full  electronics,  Perkins 
4-108,  docfger/bimini,  Heart  inverter,  Monitor 
windvane.  Full  boat  cover,  liferaft,  dinghy,  teak 
deck,  spacious  all  teak  interior.  $1 76,000  obo. 
(650)  654-9008. 

43T  HANS  CHRISTIAN  CUTTER,  1982.  Loaded 
for  cruising.  One  owner.  Substantial  upgrades, 
new  equipment,  Aries.  Outfitted  in  UK.  Please  call 
(360)  378-7785  or  P.O.  Box  2778,  Friday  Harbor, 
WA  98250.  $219,000  obo. 


NEWPORT  41,  1981.  Radar,  SSB,  Monitor 
windvane,  new  rod  rigging,  Profurl.  Boat  is  ready 
for  offshore.  Equip  list  too  extensive  to  list.  Lo¬ 
cated  in  Puerto  Vallarta,  Mexico.  Owner  anxious 
to  sell.’ Call  011-52-69-19-2077  or  email: 
Mazmarine@aol.com 

TARTAN  41.  Sparkman  Stephens  design  sloop. 
A  strong,  comfortable,  easily  sailed  boat,  offshore 
capable  performance  cruiser.  New:  standing  & 
running  rigging,  new  Harken  RF.  $69,000.  For 
more  info  call  (510)  666-9594  or  (530)  752-4836. 

50-FT  GARDEN-MYHRE  MOTORSAILER.  Ha¬ 
waii!  Just  reduced.  Viking,  world  class,  35  ton, 
bluewater  ketch.  2"  Port  Orford  cedar  hull,  teak 
decks,  mahogany  interior,  oak  frames,  new  stain¬ 
less  steel  rigging,  1,200  sf  sails,  singlehander 
rigged,  GM  diesel  85  hp,  5  kw  generator,  Freman 
autopilot.  New  microwave  &  TV/VCR.  A-1  fur¬ 
nished  home.  Enclosed  helm  if  desired.  1998 
restoration  to  1952  quality.  Berthed  at  Kaneohe 
Yacht  Club,  Oahu.  Reduced  from  $165,000  at 
only  1/4  replacement  cost.  Urgency  sale  by  owner, 
$120,000.  Please  email:  himach@aloha.net  or 
fax  (808)  235-6825  or  phone  (808)  235-2553. 

A  MUST-SEE  SUPER  YACHT  AT  A  give-away 
price!  Extremely  spacious  luxurious  Bluewater 
46, 1 985,  in  excellent  condition!  Very  comfortable 
liveaboard,  superb  cruiser.  Very  spacious  aft 
master  stateroom  with  built-in  vanity,  cedar-lined 
walk-in  closet,  centerline  queen  berth,  Vacuflush 
head  with  full  bathtub  &  shower.  Bright,  airy  main 
salon  with  digital  satellite  plus  home  theater  sur¬ 
round  stereo,  custom  furniture.  Full  galley  with 
dishwasher,  trash  compactor,  large  GE  frig,  mi¬ 
crowave,  built-in  blender.  Forward  cabin  also  with 
centerline  queen,  private  head  (vacuflush)  & 
shower.  Includes  washer/dryer,  12  kva 
Westerbeke  generator,  wet  bar,  dining/office  space 
with  phone/fax/data  lines  &  much  more! 

Asking  $144,900.  Redwood  City.  See  details  at: 
http://aj.stanford.edu/boat/  or  call  (650)  723-9489 
wk  or  (650)  366-5933  hm. 


51  FEET  &  OVER 


53-FT  ROBERTS  C-FLEX  fiberglass  hull  with 
male  mold  inside.  Ready  to  turn  over.  Set  of  Bruce 
Roberts  building  plans  &  some  materials.  $6,000 
obo.  Don  at  (530)  876-9326. 

IMAGINE,  55- FT  LOA, 49-FT  LWL,  1 4-FT  BEAM. 

Located  in  Nawiliwili  Harbor,  Kauai.  Dry  docked. 
Cosmetic  damage  from  Iniki.  Would  like  to  sell 
immediately.  Will  recondition  &  deliver.  Club  racer/ 
liveaboard.  Earl,  (808)  246-4828. 

TAYANA  52, 1985.  Luxury  performance  cruiser. 
Aft  cockpit,  3  double  staterooms,  beautiful  &  spa¬ 
cious  interior.  New  autopilot  &  GPS,  Kevlar  main, 
Profurl,  refer,  boiler  heat,  dodger/bimini.  Exten¬ 
sive  upgrades  &  refits.  Datamarine  instruments, 
more.  Fully  outfitted.  $245,000.  (541)  388-8223  or 
davis@coinet.com 


FORCE  50  (51 '  LOD,  60'  LOA),  1 976  classic,  FG 
ketch  in  good  condition.  80  hp  Ford  Lehman  diesel 
with  very  low  hrs.  Large  pilothouse  w/inside  steer¬ 
ing.  Lots  of  room  below,  2  heads,  sleeps  8.  Great 
liveaboard.  Autopilot,  radar,  diesel  heater,  SSB, 
windlass,  refrig,  12  ft  rigid  Avon  w/17  hp  o/b  & 
more.  Vallejo  berth.  1 0  yr  owner  relocating.  Ask¬ 
ing  $85,000.  (925)  672-2995. 

ENDEAVOUR  51,  1989.  Performance  yacht. 
Centercockpit  sloop.  7  ft  headroom,  3  staterooms 
( large  private  aft  cabin).  Fully  equipped,  excellent 
condition  in/out.  Recent  haulout8i  survey.  Fresh 
bottom  paint.  Book  value,  $220,000.  Forced  sale, 
$189,000.  No  sales  tax.  (408)  448-8525. 

53-FT  SPENCER  CUTTER,  1993.  Fast,  comfort¬ 
able,  safe,  offshore  glass  auxiliary.  Rich  teak 
interior.  Large  cockpit.  Full  equipment.  3  sleeping 
cabins,  2  heads/showers.  Large  galley.  Yanmar, 
tenders,  outboard.  $275,000.  Visit  our  website 
at:http://members.aol.com/amgrace53.  Please  call 
(619)  224-0363. 

TAYANA  85  CUTTER,  COMMISSIONED  1987. 

Popular4  cabin  layout.  Efficient,  spacious.  Sleeps 
1 0.  Loaded  &  ready  for  world  cruising.  Rigged  for 
singlehanding.  $280,000.  Will  consider  trades, 
but,  please,  no  equities.  Phone  (520)  760-2809  or 
fax  (520)  7£0-2856. 

FORCE-FIFTY  (51 ’  LOD,  58’  LOA).  Proven 
cruiser,  liveaboard.  Classic  style  &  character.  2 
stations,  2  salons,  2  heads,  3  staterooms.  Heavy 
glass  hull  &  decks.  All  furling  sails.  Watermaker, 
covers,  generator,  Perkins  4-236,  autopilot,  in¬ 
verter,  cold  plates,  SSB.  Asking  $117,000. 
Sausalito  berth,  many  extras  &  spares.  Some 
trades  (power,  MS  or  RE)  considered.  Contact 
(415)  331-5251. 


CLASSICS 


58- FT  1927  DEVOE  MOTORYACHT  in  fair  con¬ 
dition.  Great  hull,  house  needs  lots  of  work.  In 
water  &  not  a  leaker.  Change  of  plans  &  must  sell . 
Twin  Graymarine  sixes.  $5,800  or  reasonable 
offer.  Serious  only.  (510)  653-1724. 


MULTIHULLS 


CORSAIR  F27, 1 989,  in  WA.  Great  shape,  trailer, 
6sails,  Yamaha  9.9  4-stroke,  VHF,  autopilot,  pop- 
top  cover,  solar  panel,  propane  stove,  Sony  AM/ 
FM  CD  stereo,  instruments  including  KVH  fluxgate 
compass.  Excellently  maintained.  $44,000.  Con¬ 
tact  Mike  (800)  653-3832  (M-F),  (253)  627-5331 
or  ssmith@geoengineers.com 

CROSS  42  EXT.  45'  6”  w/sugar  scoop.  Refur¬ 
bished.  Most  things  new.  Lots  of  goodies.  Beauti¬ 
ful  boat.  $104,000  obo.  Also  for  sale,  Norcold 
refrig,  1 2v/120v,  gas  Norcold  refrig,  Adriaticdiesel 
cook  stove/oven.  (707)  226-6842. 


SEARUNNER  37,  BUILT  1978.  Giass  reinforced 
plastic/LPU.  20  hp  FWC  diesel.  Lived  aboard  8 
yrs.  Sloop/cutter  rigged  for  singlehand.  Good 
ground  tackle.  Propane  refer&  oven/broiler.  Large 
comfortable  dodger.  Well  cared  for  cruiser.  Call 
(831)462-6400. 

26- FT  HUGHES  TRIMARAN.  Scare  5-27s!  Fast, 
stable,  easy  sailing.  Flexible  furler,  rotating  mast, 
lazy  jacks,  VHF,  KM,  like  new  Honda  7.5,  Delta  & 
Danforth  anchors,  newer  tramps,  Dutchman  sail 
slides.  Launched  1987.  Demountable,  but  diffi¬ 
cult.  Trailer.  $12,000.  (206)  784-2179. 

50-FT  TRI.  Unlaunched,  coldmolded,  4  queen 
cabins,  5  Vacuflush  heads,  full  galley,  large  dog¬ 
house,  3  Wagner  hyd  steering  stations  with  jog, 
compasses  &  engine  control.  Copper  tub  w / 
shower.  Salon  w/1 0  ft  bar& sink.  Ready  for:  finish 
paint,  rigging  (mast  &  booms  -  avl),  engine  (diesel 
w/twin  disc  -  avl).  Must  sell,  partner  (wife)  lost 
eyesight.  Excellent  six-pak  for  $135,000.  Call 
(619)424-7196. 

38- FT  CATAMARAN.  Fast,  cruise  ready.  2  SS 
sinks,  prop  stove,  frig,  2  heads,  sleeps  6-8.  2 
electric  start  4-stroke  o/bs  &  more!  Richmond. 
$78,000taffer.  Herb,  (707)  664-1065. 

36- FT  CUSTOM  NEWICK  TRIMARAN,  1986. 

Faster,  roomier  than  Farriers!  Beautiful  N-36  with 
26  ft  beam,  sleeps  6,  enclosed  head,  galley,  huge 
cockpit,  furter,  full  batten  main,  screecher,  speedo / 
depth,  GPS,  solar  panels,  15  hp  Honda  &  much 
more.  $55,000  or  $65,000  with  mooring.  Call 
(949)  631-4434  w  or  (949)  723-0279  h  or 
www.multisail.com 

REYNOLDS  21  CATAMARAN.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  T railer,  5  hp  w/low  hrs,  hull  graphics,  2  helms 
person  seats,  speeds  up  to  20  knots.  4  narrow 
bunks,  bottom  paint,  flotation,  anchor,  3  sails.  In 
the  water  in  Southern  Marin.  $7,500.  Contact 
(415)  383-8730. 

WILLIAMS  37  TRIMARAN,  41  x  21,  launched 
August.  Bimini  top,  huge  decks,  cockpit,  interior. 
Sounder,  VHF,  CD,  GPS,  solar,  propane  stove, 
refrig,  40  hp  diesel,  epoxy/ply.  In  Napa  Valley 
Marina.  Surveyed  at  $95,000,  asking  $65,000. 
Please  call  (530)  221-1716. 

49-FT  CUSTOM  PIVER/CROSS  TRIMARAN, 

1974.  Owner/builder,  4  staterooms,  inside/out¬ 
side  steering,  65  hp  Isuzu,  $85,000.  Also,  just 
launched  36  ft  Seawings  trimaran.  T  riple  diagonal 
red  cedar  epoxy.  The  ultimate  2-3  person  world 
cruiser,  $38,500.  Steve,  (650)  324-9126. 

MAINE  CAT  22.  Folding  catamaran  with  trailer. 
Comfortable,  stable,  easy  to  sail  family  boat.  Solid 
deck  with  pad,  caned  chairs.  Furling  jib,  Harken 
gear,  Honda  5  hp,  solar  panel.  Excellent  condi¬ 
tion,  clean,  ready  to  sail.  $31 ,500.  Contact  Russ 
(415)  924-9402  or  email:  catcnect@wenet.net 

y 


WOODRIJM  MARTNR 

Specializing  in  custom  interior 
cabinetry,  tables,  cabinets,  countertops,  / 

decks,  cabinsoles,  for  power  or  sail. 

complete  mobile 
carpentry  shop 
call  Lon  Woodrum  at: 

115-332-5970 

WE-STWIND  BOAT  MAINTENANCE  J  , 

•  Washing  •  Waxing  •  Varnishing  •  Bottom  Cleaning  •  .~j  , 

Call  now  for  the  care  your  yacht  deserves.  — w  -y  -^7 

(415)661-2205  - 7—3- — 7 

TrarisPac   CALL  800-533-9779 

/vk  "Complete  4  Thorough  Survey  Reports  in  the  Bay  Area"  •  Purchases 

//vm  IVTicliacl  Scalet  •Insurance 

r/7  /  IV\  Society  of  Accredited  Marine  Surveyors,  S.A.M.S.,  S.A.  •  Financing 

MARINE  DIESEL  ENGINE  SEMINAR 

Learn  how  to  operate,  maintain,  and  repair  your  diesel  engine. 

Get  hands-on  experience  adjusting  valves,  timing  an  engine,  bleeding  the  fuel  system, 
diagnosing  problems  and  making  repairs.  Programs  held  on  Saturdays. 

For  more  information,  phone  Technical  Education  Institute,  (415)  332-7544 

SEAL'S  SPARS  &  RIGGING 

For  28  yrs  specializing  in  Quality  replacement  Aluminum  Masts  &  Booms  for  20  ft  to  35  ft.  "Plastic 
Classics".  We  stock  aluminum  extrusions  and  parts  that  are  available  nowhwere  else. 

STEVE  SEAL  (Rigger  at  Cal  Boats  1964-1969) 

(510)  521-7730 

BILGE  CLEANING  by  SEASHINE 

(510)428-2522 

EPA#  calOOOl  25408 
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POWER  &  HOUSEBOATS 


42-FT  BY  14-FT,  1986.  Steel  hull,  refrig,  stove, 
hot  water  heater,  dual  helm,  T-120  Mercruiser 
stern  drives  w/low  hrs.  GPS,  depthsounder,  VHF. 
BBQ,  air-conditioning,  2  anchors.  $39,500  obo. 
(559)  277-3692  or  (559)  259-6900. 

MOTOR  LAUNCH,  19-FT  WOOD,  West  System. 
Well  built,  tiny  liveaboard.  Loaded.  Surveyed  at 
$16,000,  asking  $7,000  obo.  (415)  982-7949.  All 
info  can  be  sent  via  email  at:  Canteaj@aol.com 

32-FT  BAYLINER  AVANTI,  1988.  Immaculate 
condition.  Twin  Chevy  350’s.  Low  hrs.  Too  many 
extras  to  list  but  includes:  full  Delta  canvas,  cus¬ 
tom  installed  audio/video  system.  Fantastic 
liveaboard.  This  boat  has  been  superbly  &  meticu¬ 
lously  maintained.  $36,000.  (415)  370-5174. 

2 9- FT  FISHERCRAFT  HOUSEBOAT,  1981. 

Pe.nta  I/O,  low  hrs.  Excellent  liveaboard  with  end 
tie  in  Redwood  City.  $22,000.  Pleasecall  MaryAnn, 
(408)  871-6780. 

36-FT  HUNTER,  1942.  Liveaboard/cruiser.  Ma¬ 
hogany  planking,  oak  ribs.  Perkins  turbo  diesel. 
Head  with  Lectrasan,  galley,  stateroom,  main 
cabin.  Built-in  storage.  Aft  deck  for  fishing/loafing. 
Refurbishing  nearly  completed.  As  is  or  com¬ 
pleted.  Call  John  at  (415)  824-1278  to  see  at 
Brisbane. 

CLASSIC  NAVY  LAUNCH.  42  ft f ishi ng/workboat. 
CA  Salmon  permit.  Rebuilt  671 ,  Furuno  electron¬ 
ics.  Rewired,  refastened,  recaulked.  Not  a  house¬ 
boat.  Haulout  &  bottom  paint  1/10/99.  Must  sell. 
$10,000  obo.  Milly/Richard  at  (510)  232-5800. 


PARTNERSHIPS 


30-FT  CATALINA.  2  weekend  sailors  seek  re¬ 
placement  for  third  partner  on  this  comfortable 
family  boat.  Roller  reefing,  pedestal  steering,  die¬ 
sel,  head,  galley,  sleeps  6.  $3,000  &  1/3  mainte¬ 
nance.  Sausalito  berth.  David,  (415)  435-3122., 

$10,000  +  EXPENSES  BUYS  1/3  EQUITY  in 

1968  36  ft  Columbia  sloop.  20  hp,  60  gal,  full 
galley,  sleeps  6.  Ready  to  sail.  Berthed  Marina 
Bay,  Richmond.  Bill,  (925)  691-0137. 

COLUMBIA22, 1971 .  Prime  Berkeley  berth.  Good 
daysailer.  Equipped  with  galley  &  Porta-Potti. 
Sleeps  4.  Solid  condition.  2  or  3  partners  sought. 
$400  or  $600  plus  share  berthing  fee.  Pis  call  John 
at  (415)  641-6742  days  or  (510)  593-6628  eves. 

BESTP-SHIP  ON  THE  BAY!  MORGAN  38.  Share 
with  4  partners.  New  winches,  roller  furled  jib, 
spinnaker.  Electricwindlass,  50  hp  diesel,  6  berths, 
refrig,  BBQ,  stereo.  Access  reservations,  minimal 
maint  duties.  Excellent,  solid  boat!  Sausalito. 
$1 2,000/Offer.  (415)453-3131. 


37-FT  O’DAY  CENTER  COCKPIT  with  gennaker. 
Large  bed  &  2nd  head  in  aft  cabin.  Just  hauled, 
surveyed  &  engine  repaired.  Berthed  at  Emery 
Cove,  east  of  Bay  Bridge.  Will  train  &  checkout  if 
needed.  Accepting  equity  or  non-equity  partners 
at$2,000-$5,000.  Please  call  for  package.  Phone' 
1-888-554-1000. 


TRADE 


YOUR  CHOICE  OR  4  EXCELLENT,  improved 
building  lots  in  Shelter  Cove,  Humboldt  County. 
Golf  course  &  ocean  views.  Up  to  1/2  acre.  Valued 
at  $25,000  to  $70,000.  T rade  one  or  more  for  your 
equity  in  30  ft  or  larger  cruising  sailboat.  Contact 
(530)  795-3579. 

CHANGING  PRIORITIES.  Have  classic  1955  T- 
Bird,  new  soft  top  &  upholstery,  hard  top,  power 
windows  &  seats,  manual  3-speed  with  overdrive. 
Beautiful  car!  Want  quality  coastal  cruiser  29.5  ft 
or  more.  Call  Chuck  at  (303)  278-81 67  with  offer. 

TRADE:  NEVADA  SKI  CONDO.  Walk  to  Heav¬ 
enly  Valley  lift.  1  bd,  2  ba,  2  levels  with  decks  each, 
for  app.  40  ft  cruising  sailboat  or  NZ  property.  D. 
Orr,  (530)  542-9218  or  (530)  544-5739. 

37-FT  CUSTOM  GARDEN  KETCH,- Mahogany, 
oak,  bronze  fastened.  Built  Japan  1963.  4-107 
Perkins.  Mexico  vet,  well  equipped  &  maintained. 
SFBay,  Marin.  For  sale  $30,000  cash  or  trade  for 
country  property,  real  estate,  equity  or?  Please 
call  (209)  72.8-3807  leave  msg. 


WANTED 


WANTED:  CAL  39,  not  older  than  1981.  Must  be 
well  maintained  with  good  sails  &  equipment.  Bat 
Area  location.  Have  cash,  ready  to  buy.  Contact, 
Ole  Henriksen,  P.O.  Box  607,  Code  Madera,  CA 
94907.  Call  (415)  457-3049,  fax  (415)  927-4467 
or  ole@henriksenimports.com 

$  FOR  U.S.  NAVY  DISHES  marked  “Anchor, 
“ySN",  etc  &  stainless/silver  flatware/serving 
pieces.  Brass  lamps;  Wm  Garden  1979  book 
Yacht  Designs.  Sails  for  Garden  Porpoise:  drifter, 
luff  -41  ft,  foot  -  29  ft;  cruising  spinnaker,  luff  -  44 
ft,  foot -36  ft.  Call  (916)  775-2119. 

LOOKING  FOR  A 12-FT  AVON  or  Achilles,  prefer 
the  rounded  stern  version,  but  will  consider  flat 
tails.  Floor  &  motor  mount  a  must  (oars  optional), 
good  shape  or  easily  repairable,  air  holding  areas 
can  not  leak.  So  Cal.  Call  (760)  439-2853  or 
saline@ilhawaii.net 

EL  TORO,  FIBERGLASS,  CHEAP.  But  in  good 
condition,  complete  &  ready  to  sail.  For  7  yr  old 
juniorsailor.  Will  accept  a  freebie,  but  sorry,  no  tax 
deduction!  Call  Chris  at  (415)  389-9378  home  or 
(415)  383-8200  x  103  office  &  voice  mail. 


BARIENT  28  WINCHES.  A  pair.  Old  style.  For 
replacement  (with  bronze  drums)  or  for  spare 
parts  (any  material).  Primary  gears  needed.  Also 
wanted  source  for  parts  for  Barient  winches.  Please 
call  (415)  435-0936. 

PRIVATE  PARTY  WANTS  TO  BUY  clean  late 
model  Beneteau  400,  Hunter  42  or  Catalina  400/ 
42  from  private  party.  No  brokers  or  charter  boats, 
please.  (805)  969-6327. 


USED  GEAR 


BRAND  NEW  NISSAN  9.9  HP  2-stroke  outboard. 
Run  only  10  hours.  Extra  long,  electric  start.  Too 
big  for  our  boat.  $1 ,500  firm.  (415)  454-8604. 

PFAFF 130  SEWING  MACHINE,  complete  with 
case.  $385.  Call  after  4pm,  (831)  475-6887. 

CUMMINS  6  CYL  DIESEL,  model  C106M.  3:1 
Capitol  gear.  Complete.  $2,500.  Onan  6  kw  diesel 
gen,  $1,200.  (415)456-1600. 

ALPHA  AUTOPILOTS  (2).  1 -Alpha  3000,  used 
one  week,  $1 ,500. 1  -Alpha  Spectra  w/GPS  inter¬ 
face,  remote  control,  2  yrs  old,  factory  rebuilt. 
$5,000  value,  $1,500.  Will  pay  shipping.  Email 
only:  MJHV5@pinoak.com 

EVINRUDE  20  HP  LONGSHAFT,  electric  start/ 
choke,  remote  only  10  hrs,  perfect  kicker  for 
fishing  boat,  $2,500  obo.  Westerbeke  36  hp  die¬ 
sel,  800  hrs.  $3,500  obo.  Ren  ny  (4 1 5)  7 1 6-9793  or 
email:  rdeassis@jsishipping.com 

TWO  NECKY  KAYAKS  WITH  accessories, 
paddles,  car  carrier.  $1,000  firm.  One  Sears 
longshaft  15  hp  o/b.  NIB.  $1,000  firm.  One  Loran 
redeiverr  NIB.  $100.  Laurence,  (559)  935-5315. 

DICKENSON  NEWPORT  DIESEL  HEATER, 

(new  $599).  Also,  electric  pump  for  inline  diesel 
feed  (new  $133).  Never  installed.  Both  for  $400. 
Please  call  Jack  at,  (510)  582-1519  or  email: 
Jack9437@AOL.com 

ATOMIC  4.  Runs  great.  Starts  immediately.  Taken 
from  1978  Islander  36.  Engine  is  at  Richmond 
Boat  Works.  $1 ,500.  Owner  out  of  country  so  call 
Mike  Haley,  (510)  232-5800. 

GENSET  YANMARTS80, 3500w,  manuals,  $500. 
Stove,  Princess  3  burner  w/oven,  tanks,  $500. 
Solar  panels,  50w,  new,  four  at  $1 90.  Veftus  water 
tanks,  58  gal,  new  2  at  $1 1 5.  Flexible  tank,  1 7  gal, 
new  $45.  Raw  water  strainer,  Groco  ARG-750, 
new  $55.  Please  contact  (707)  443-0379  or 
drmctchr@humboldt1.com 


TOTAL  FLYBRIDGE  “TENDER”  PACKAGE!  1 1  ’ 

6"  Boston  Whaler,  beautiful  varnish,  35  hp  electric 
start  Evinrude,  1 ,500  lb  davit,  1 10  volt  winch,  plus 
dinghy  cradle.  All  excellent  from  a  yacht  being 
upgraded.  Everything  needed  to  add  a  tender 
assembly  to  your  boat.  $7,000.  (415)  454-8851. 

SAYES  RIG,  good  condition,  $900.  Technautics 
refrig,  $100.  Prop  22”,  1-5/8”  shaft,  pitch  15,  R.H., 
excellent  condition,  $400. 18  SS  8-1/2”  carriage 
bolts.  Call  (415)  892-4284. 

NAUTICAL  GARAGE  SALE.  Back  from  cruising. 
Selling  out:  1996  valise  Switlik  MD2,  6-man  dbl 
floor  liferaft,  $2,100.  PowerSurvivor  handheld 
liferaft  watenmaker,  $275.  Autohelm  type,  auxil¬ 
iary  rudder,  selfsteering  vane,  $200.  Misc  small 
stuff.  Los  Angeles  area.  (310)  640-3711. 

HYDROHOIST  FOR  SALE.  15,000  lb  capacity. 
Side  tie  model.  Great  for  power  or  sailboat.  Good 
condition.  Operates  on  1 1 0  volt.  I  bought  a  bigger 
boat.  See  the  company  website  at:  http:// 
www.boatlift.com.  $4, 100/offer.  Pleasecall  Brad, 
(415)  749-1150. 

THREE  ENGINES,  Two  diesel,  one  gas.  65  hp 
Ford  Lehman,  $1,800  w/velvet  drive.  Diesel.  32 
hp  Farymann,  $1 ,400  w/2:1  marine  gear.  Diesel, 
very  low  hours.  Palmer  10  hp  gas  w/gear  gas, 
$700.  V-drive  200  hp  1.5  to  1  reduction,  $400. 
Hobie  cat  trailer,  $1 ,000.  Heat  exchangers  avail¬ 
able  for  above.  (415)  457-8616. 

ALLNEW:  Fortress  FX-55anchor,  $350.  Sailcomp 
103  digital  compass,  $450.  Hi-test  3/8”  chain,  $2/ 
ft.  Kenwood  TS-450S  Ham  radio,  90  marine  fre¬ 
quencies,  $1,000.  Survivor  06  desalinator,  $350. 
Furuno  cat  II  EPIRB,  $375.  70  lb  bronze  storm 
anchor,  $375.  Davis  Mark  25  sextant,  $100.  Call 
(510)  524-4339. 

JOHNSON  6  HP,  1973  O/B,  Short  shaft,  new 
service  &  3  blade  prop  plus  spare,  owners  manual, 
gas  tank  &  o/b  pad.  Infrequently  used  in  Delta, 
runs  great.  $400  obo.  Call  Lee, (510)  563-4104. 

WESTERBEKE  30  REBUILT,  $2,500  obo.  Volvo 
MD1 7  hydraulic  drive,  lowbrs.  Almost  new.  Good 
for  trimaran  installation,  $3,500  obo.  Rebuildable 
Palmer  core  complete  with  V-drive.  $500  obo. 
(510)  234-5127  home  or  (510)  237-0080  work. 

NIKONOS  III,  35MM  UNDERWATER  CAMERA. 

Classic,  bulletproof,  waterproof.  In  excellent  con¬ 
dition.  Just  refurbished  by  expert  at  cost  of  $165. 
Body  plus  35mm  lens,  $325.  Please  call  Andy, 
(415)  383-8200  ext  11 2. 

MONTEREY  MARINA  SEALED  BIDS:  60  ft  alu¬ 
minum  mast  with  SS  hardware,  good  condition. 
Sealed  bids  opened  2/27/99’  at  11:00  am.  Call 
(831)  646-3950  for  further  info.  8  -  5  pm. 

MAST,  RIGGING,  SAILS  &  SPINNAKER  POLE: 

63  ft  aluminum  mast,  standing  wire  rigging,  alumi¬ 
num  spinnaker  pole  &  8  sails.  Liferaft  wanted. 
(408)  252-1038  or  anna@saillinks.com 


MAIL.. .and  MUCH  MORE 

Port-of-Call  mail  &  parcel  forwarding  services.  We  hold  your  mail  until  you 
reactl  V°ur  next  Port’ ,hen  send  '* ,0  y°u' w°ddwide, from  y°ur virtual  mailbox. 
This  sen/ice  includes  digital  toll-free  voice  mail/answering. 

'y  Call  (408)  774-0226  or  Fax:  (408)  774-0106  or 

™  visit  our  Web  page:  www.mailandmuchmore.com 

Scu/'icct 

Dennis  Daly  /"  "X  Diving  •  Electrical  /  Installations  &  Repairs 

(510)  849-1766  Hull  Maintenance  •  Rigging  •  Surveys  • 

"Mobile  Marine  Service'  Systems  Installations  •  Fine  Woodworking 

OFFSHORE  CRUISING  SEMINARS  #95  -  #98 

Exciting  20  hr  wkend  course  covering:  Boat  Selection,  Outfitting,  Storm  Tactics, 
Medicine.  Sail  &  Rig  Repair,  Previsioning  &  much  more! 

John  Neal  &  his  team  of  professionals  look  forward  to  snaring  the  latest  info  with  you. 

San  Francisco:  Mar.  6  &  7,  Seattle:  Mar  13  &  14, 20  &  21 ,27  &  28. 

Armchair  Sailor,  2110  Westlake  N.,  Seattle,  WA  98109,  (800)  875-0852  www.mahina.com. 

NORTH  BY  NORTHWEST 

Yacht  Delivery,  Morro  Bay,  CA. 

•  25+  years  of  experience  •  Alaska  to  Panama  •  References  •  At  jSSa 

•  Captain  Perry  Shoemake  •  USCG  Licensed  Master  200  tons.  Power/Sail  •  nS, 

(805)  772-4743,  Email:  capt.perry@fix.net 
http://members.tripod.com/-northbynorthwest  ^3^ 

Jw  MARINE  SURVEYS 

JBi  CAPTAIN  ALAN  HUGENOT 

Mmh  25  YRS  EXPERIENCE  -  SNAME,  ABYC,  NFPA 

BAY  AREA  1-415/  531-6172 

CARIBBEAN  ADVENTURE! 

Sail  with  the  63  ft  ketch  Southern  Comfort  from  the  British  Virgin  Islands  1  V- 

to  St.  Lucia.  Three  10  day  adventures  July  15  -  Aug  25, 1999.  ~'y:  [/  W  j 

Charter  bv  cabin  or  whole  boat.  Sail,  Scuba,  RELAX!  A-zA  U  / 

Call  Fairwind  Charters  at  1-888-622-6065  for  more  information.  " 
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2  X  51  HP  YANMAR  DIESEL  ENGINES.  Model 
4JH2E.  3,300  hrs.  One  in  very  good  condition, 
$5,000.  One  in  good  condition,  $3,500.  Please 
contact  Caren  at  (650)  851-8488.  Engines  can  be 
seen  at  Golden  State  Diesel.  (510)  465-1093. 

RFDSURVIVA  6-MAN  LIFERAFT,  1/99  certified, 
$900.  48  ft  fiberglass  mast,  boom,  rigging 
chainplates,  9  bags  sails.  Great  condition,  $2,500 
or  $1 ,500  without  sails.  Survival  suit,  $50. 2  Enke 
22”  winches  mounted,  $750  each.  Misc  anchors. 
Lifeline  w/stanchions.  (415)  515-4258. 

YANMAR  MARINE  DIESEL,  26  hp  (3GM),  2:1 
ratio,  almost  new  (50  hrs).  Asking  $4,800.  Charles, 
(415)  469-7412. 

WANTED:  USED  SAILING  EQUIPMENT.  Sex¬ 
tant,  inflatable  dinghy,  small  o/b  motor,  SSB/Ham 
radio  &  tuner,  solar  panels,  inverter,  brass  lan¬ 
terns,  EPIRB,  anchors,  watermaker,  genset,  un¬ 
der  water  35mm  camera,  Nikon  F2  camera.  Call 
Jack,  (916)487-1481. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


KNOWYOURWAY  AROUND?  Advanced  coastal 
navigation  class  meets  Tuesday  evenings  from 
7:30pm  -  9:30pm  at  Coast  Guard  Island,  bldg  21 
room  115.  Book  is  $35,  class  is  free.  Starts  Jan 
26th.  Call  Susan,  (510)  865-1508  or  email: 
sworden@dll.uscg.mil 

GRAPHIC  ARTS  LIGHT  TABLE.  Custom  made, 
for  slide  viewing  or  graphic  arts,  30”  x  1 2”  German 
opaque  glass  set  in  36”  x  20”  mahogany  plywood 
surround,  swivel  tilt  top.  Not  collapsible  or  por¬ 
table.  $65.  Call  Chris,  (415)  389-9378  home  or 
(415)  383-8200  ext  103,  office  &  voice  mail. 

LITTLE  KID’S  STUFF.  Bike  with  training  wheels. 
Red  w/white  &  black  speckles,  Huffy,  in  excellent 
condition,  16”  wheels  (for  a  3-5  yr  old).  Also, 
Steams  Heads-Up  Type  II  kid’s  lifevest,  size  S 
(20-25”  chest),  Joe  Cool  Snoopy  design.  For  1-4 
yr  old.  Float  collar  w/handle.  $7.  Both  are  very 
cute,  in  Tiburon.  Chris,  (415)  389-9378  home  or 
(415)  383-8200  ext  103,  office  &  voice  mail. 

NEED  A  SITTER?  Gainfully  employed,  respon¬ 
sible  individual  saving  for  SSS  TransPac  will 
housesit  and/or  yachtsit  &  pay  utilities  &  slip  fees. 
Sailing  privileges  are  not  expected  for  yacht,  or 
house!  (408)  829-0268. 


CLUBS /MEMBERSHIPS 


SAIL-SERVICE-SOCIALIZE.  San  Francisco  Bay 
Oceanic  Crew  Group  invites  skippers,  crew  & 
apprentices  to  join  one  of  SF  Bay's  most  active 
sailinggroups.  Participatein  service,  skill-improve¬ 
ment  sails  &  fun  sails.  For  more  information  call 
(415)  979-4866. 


CLUB  NAUTIQUE  UNLIMITED  membership  in¬ 
cludes  free  lessons  &  many  discounts.  If  you 
dream  of  sailing,  start  here.  CN  makes  it  easy! 
Many  benefits,  4  locations,  great  programs  & 
people.  $2,000.  Let's  talk,  call  now.  Leaving  area. 
(415)  836-7285  days  or  (510)  845-7013  eves. 


NON-PROFIT 


SAILBOATS  AND  POWERBOATS  FOR  SALE. 

All  makes  and  models.  Priced  to  sell.  Call  now. 
(510)464-4617. 

IRS  TAX  DEDUCTION.  WE  NEED  YOUR  HELP. 

By  donating  your  boat  in  any  condition,  you  help 
homeless  children  and  their  families.  Get  full  book 
value.  Running  or  not.  Call  now  for  more  info. 
(800)  414-HAUL  (4285). 

BASIC  &  ADVANCED  COASTAL  NAVIGATION, 

conducted  by  US  Coast  Guard  Auxiliary.  March 
1 1  -  May  27, 7:15  -  9:45pm.  Thursdays  at  Yerba 
Buena  Island  (between  SF  &  Oakland).  $50  in¬ 
cludes  text.  Call  (415)  399-341 1  for  info. 

FREE  5-WEEK  COURSE,  USCG  Auxiliary  “Sail¬ 
ing  Fundamentals”,  March  16  through  April  15, 
Tuesdays  &  Thursdays  7:30pm  to  9:30pm  at 
Sausalito  Cruising  Club.  Text  material:  $30.  Class 
limited  to  30  students.  Register  March  16  at 
7:00pm.  Questions:  call  after  March  1  eves,  Gary 
at  (415)  332-8584  or  John  at  (415)  924-1842. 

SWAP  MEET.  Sunday,  February  21, 1999.  Ber¬ 
keley  Yacht  Club,  1  Seawall  Drive,  Berkeley  Ma¬ 
rina.  Set-up  at  6:00am,  buying,  selling,  trading 
begins  at  7:00am.  Bargain  boat  gear  plus  waffle 
breakfasts  BBQ.  Please  call  Lori  Lombardo  at 
(510)  653-6088  to  reserve  a  stand. 

VOLUNTEER  AS  A  SAILING  INSTRUCTOR  in 

our  youth  aquatics  program  at  San  Francisco’s 
Aquatic  Park.  Fringe  benefits  include  the  best 
view  in  town.  Handy  but  don’t  know  how  to  sail? 
Work  on  our  maintenance  staff  &  we’ll  teach  you! 
(650)  697-4670. 


BERTHS  &  SLIPS 


PIER 39,  D1 3  DOCK,  FOR  LEASE, $300 monthly. 
Please  call  days,  (213)  622-5033  or  evenings 
(818)  591-0686. 

36-FT  SLIP  FOR  SALE  at  Pier  39,  San  Francisco. 
$1 3,000  buys  35  years  left  on  50  year  lease.  Great 
location,  near  main  steps,  showers,  Aquarium. 
Call  (949)  823-9228  or  (619)  658-5978. 

50- FT  X  15- FT  SLIP  FOR  LEASE.  1  +  years, 
upwind,  double  finger,  no  surge,  close  to  Bay, 
modern  facility,  easy  access,  deep  water,  good 
security,  convenient  parking,  50  amp  power.  No 
liveaboard.  $300/mo  plus  util.  Emery  Cove  Ma¬ 
rina.  Call  Jim  at  (925)  254-5653. 


CREW 


CREWPERSON  WANTED.  My  33  ft  Freedom  cat 
ketch.  San  Diego  -  Tahiti  -  Auckland.  Leaving  late 
Feb/early  March.  One  or  both  legs.  Experienced 
only.  All  expenses  plus  return  airfare.  Resume/ 
photo  to:  Mitch  Rosenheim,  7600  Broadway,  #1 8A, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78209. 

TWO  ADVENTUROUS  SOULS,  aged  24  &  25, 
seek  passage  as  crew  for  an  extended  cruise.  No 
sailing  experience.  Quick  learners  with  positive 
attitudes.  Solid  work  ethic  with  strong  desire  to 
learn.  Excellent  references  upon  request.  Contact 
via  email:  jpandchris@hotmail.com 

HAWAII  TO  SEATTLE.  Female  crewperson 
sought  to  join  athletic,  39  yr  old  captain  on  well 
equipped  yacht  in  Hawaii,  deliver  to  Seattle.  No 
experience  necessary.  Vegetarian,  N/S  prefered. 
Ph,  (360)  981-0505. 

FEMALE  CO-CAPTAIN/COMPANION.  I  am 

slowly  sailing  around  the  world  in  my  Peterson  46 
ft  cutter,  having  started  in  Florida  8  yrs  ago  &  thus 
far  reached  Phuket,  Thailand.  I  am  currently  at 
home  base  in  Venice,  California  &  will  be  returning 
in  a  few  months  for  local  sailing  in  Phuket  area 
followed  by  Chagos,  Seychelles,  Red  Sea  &  Med. 
Minimum  experience  is  ok  as  long  as  you  know 
you  love  to  be  on  the  water.  I'm  looking  for  active, 
enthusiastic,  energetic,  non-smoking  lady  to  share 
companionship  rigors  &  rewards  of  this  ongoing 
adventure.  If  you  lovesnorkeling,  SCUBA,  explor¬ 
ing,  hiking,  passagemaking,  gunk  holing  &  are 
'lusting  for  the  journey, of  a  lifetime,  please  call 
Peter  at  (310)452-4016. 

SWPM,  OCEANOGRAPHER,  audiophile, 
SCUBA,  clirpber,  cyclist,  gunkholer,  photogra¬ 
pher,  singer,  artist,  gourmet  cook,  raced  on  Stars 
S-Stripes,  have  bikini  will  travel,  ISO  like  minded 
SWPF  25-40.  Join  me  in  paradise  beginning  April , 
ending  never.  Photo,  phone,  curriculum  vitae  gets 
same.  Dr  George  W  Oprisko,  1000  First  Avenue 
West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205, or  email: 
pegasus@shipcom.com 

LAST  BOAT  PROJECT.  Fun  lovin’,  easy  goin’, 
sunset  chasin’,  good  lookin’,  sailor  &  boatbuilding 
fool  (accomplished)  SWM,  young  45.  Needs  sail 
goddess,  (or  reasonable  fax),  to  sail  with  me  &  see 
if  the  earth  is  round.  Jim,  (916)  861-7160. 

SEEKING  RARE  WOMAN  FOR  Galapagos,  Eas¬ 
ter  Island,  the  Falklands,  Tristan  Da  Cunha, 
Capetown,  Freemantle,  Sidney,  South  Pacific  & 
home  in  a  sturdy,  equipped  30  ft  cutter.  Amiable, 
capable,  fit,  retired  regular  guy  seeks  a  woman 
actually  interested  in  this  kind  of  itinerary  &  adven¬ 
ture  to  be  fellow  traveler,  helper  &  companion. 
Spring  departure  for  San  Juan  Islands  “shake¬ 
out”  cruise.  No  drugs/smoke.  Please  call  Ron, 
(510)  352-9281  orletter&phototo: 40772 Blacow 
Rd,  Fremont,  CA  94538. 


LOOKING  FOR  OFFSHORE  EXPERIENCE?  Join 
Captain  Jay  O’Bannon,  USCG  licensed,  US  Sail¬ 
ing  Certified  Instructor,  and  his  wife,  Paulla  for 
offshore  sailing  from  San  Diego  to  Cabo  (March 
1st),  Cabo  to  Hawaii  (May  7th)  aboard  their  37  ft 
trimaran.  For  information:  saline@ilhawaii.net  or 
(760)  439-2853. 

ADVENTUROUS,  HANDSOME,  considerate,  in¬ 
tellectually  &  physically  vibrant  5’1 1”  1 70  lb  expe¬ 
rienced  sailor,  retired,  degreed  professional  60’s 
DWM,  ISO  a  female  partner  toshare  scuba  diving, 
remote  jungle  trips  to  indigenous  Indian  tribes, 
Whitewater  rafting,  etc.  on  my  44  ft  sailboat  in 
Central  America,  Caribbean  &  beyond.  I’m  equally 
comfortable  anchored  at  an  exotic  island  or  a  five 
star  restaurant.  You:  intelligent,  very  attractive, 
similar  personal  characteristics  &  desires,  emo¬ 
tionally  &  reasonably  financially  secure,  age:  45- 
60,  n/smoking,  n/drugs  for  possible  LTR.  Contact: 
R.C.H.  at  1220  Rosecrans  St,  H-44,  San  Diego, 
CA  92106  by  surface  mail  or  email  me  at 
hansnoties®  hotmail.com 

TWO  BLONDE  GUYS  aboard  classic  48  ft  En¬ 
glish  pilot  ketch,  one  age  39, 5’  11 ",  1 70  lbs,  diver, 
gourmet  chef.  Other  one  age  2,  32”,  30  lbs. 
Seeking  female  sailor  that  shares  goal  of  complet¬ 
ing  restoration  (85%  done)  and  cruising.  Brad, 
(650)  794-9519  or  kanwara@jps.net. 

ADVENTUROUS  GAL  NEEDS  CAPTAIN  with 
boat  for  sailing  Delta,  Bay,  warm  water  cruising. 
I’m  5  ft,  110  lbs  with  big,  happy  smile.  If  you’re 
looking  for  a  joyful,  attractive,  intelligent  woman  to 
love  &  laugh  with,  please  call  me  today.  Please 
call  (510)  869-4666. 

VERY  PRETTY  BLONDE,  43,  5’  5”,  125  lbs, 
strong,  athletic  but  feminine  tomboy/diver  with  no 
kids.  Can  fox  up  &  still  get  2nd  looks.  Want  perm 
relationship/tropic  retirement  after  our  sailing  ad¬ 
venture.  Be  tall,  educated,  emotionally  inquisitive, 
spiritual,  a  safe  sailor  &  under  52.  No  smokers  or 
heavy  drinkers.  Pics  please  to:  Island  Flower 
Books,  P.O.  Box  472157,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94147  or  email:  KJAMA@hotmail.com 


PROPERTY  SALE /RENT 


SAILORS  RV  SIGHT  NEAR  GLACIER  National 
Park  on  Flathead  Lake.  Sail  the  lake  or  golf  7 
courses.  Warm  days,  cool  nights  without  insects  & 
with  a  good  breeze.  Sailors  only  please  by  the 
season.  (406)  849-5423  or  email: 

daytonyh@digisys.net  or  web:  http:// 
www.polsonchamber.com/sailing/ 
default.htmffmooring 
o 


^MARINE  RECYCLE  HAS  USED  BOAT  PARTS  &  EQUIPMENT! 

,^TV  One  sailor's  junk,  is  another's  treasure! 

f/V|  Everything  you  need  from  inside/out,  all  at  half  price  or  less! 
frl/Tfi  601ibertyship  Way  #C,  Sausalito.  CA.  94965. 

°Pen:  Tubs  -  Sat,  11am-  6pm  (4( 5)  332-3774 

We  buy,  sell  and  trade! 

SURPLUS  BOTTOM  BOAT  PAINT 

Hard  red  vinyl  anti-fouling  paint.  Mfg.  Woolsey.  72%  copper. 

Reg.  price:  $180/gal.  Our  price:  $50/gal. 

Also  black  vinyl  and  other  mfg.  available.  Ablading  paint,  50%  copper,  $50/gal. 

Primer  &  other  epoxies  $15/gal.  Polyurethane  $30/gal.  (650)  588-4678 

800.794.8813  AUGUST  ENTERPRISES  510.889.8850 

Marine  Surveying 

Power  or  Sail,  Wood,  Fiberglass,  Aluminum,  and  Steel. 

Thorough,  meticuloui  inspections,  comprehensive  detailed  reports. 

Accented  by  all  maior  Insurance  &  financial  institutions. 

^  Let  Your  Boat  Make  Money  -  Charter  It  ^ 

Make  Thousands  of  Dollars  every  Year  -  Call  for  our  FREE  Brochure 

Spinnaker  Sailing  -  South  Beach  Harbor,  S.F.  (415)  543-7333 

MAIL  SERVICE  AND  MORE 

<4  wUjJRuiyMio  Mall,  Voicemail,  and  Discount  Marine  Supplies  featuring 

Cruiser’s  Home  Port  Service™  from  Income  Tax-free  Florida.  Sign  up  by  phone. 

SBI,  Inc.,  60  Canterbury  Court,  Orenos  Park,  FL  32065. 

^  (800)  644*21 32,  tax  (804)  260*21 41 ,  or  http://www.boatmail.net 

HARRIET'S  SAIL  F?EF»/^ir^ 

1  San  Francisoo 

8427 

Pag*  226  •  UtihJ*39  •  February,  1999 


FREE  MARINE  REPAIR/RESTORATION  busi¬ 
ness  including  tools,  equipment  &  inventory  with 
purchase  of  6/10  acre  prime  commercial  real 
estate,  3  bdrm,  2  bath  home,  3,000  sq  ft  shop, 
garage  &  rental  unit.  $249,000.  (707)  279-2628. 

GOOD  HEALTH  FORCES  SALE  of  home  to  go 
cruising.  3,300  sq  ft  custom  lakefront  home  on 
beautiful  Lake  Coeur  d’Alene,  Idaho.  4  bedroom, 
3  bath,  1,300  sq  ft  of  decking  with  spectacular 
view,  dock  &  marine  railway.  Too  much  to  list. 
Asking  $475,000.  (208)  689-3837  or 
wmurray@nidlink.com 

HOUSE  WITH  DEEPWATER  DOCK  on  Napa 
River,  Cameras  Wine  District.  Lindal  Cedar  Home 
built  in  1989:  3-1/2  bedrooms,  2  bath,  jacuzzi, 
fireplace,  beam  ceilings,  skylights,  views,  decks  & 
lovely  gardens.  For  sale  by  owner,  $319,000. 
(707)  224-1576. 

CALIFORNIA  SALT  WATER  REAL  ESTATE.  1/ 

3  commercial  acre  with  a  fish/crab  smoking  pro¬ 
cessing  building.  Also  a  separate  delicatessen 
with  seating  on  the  water.  Pier  with  hoist  &  boat 
docks  included.  $210,000.  (707)  443-7798. 

SECLUDEDRIVERRETREATwithsandybeach. 

Well  built  secluded  home/retreat  needs  finishing. 
Sell  all  or  partnership  starting  at  $85,000  or  trade 
for  power  or  sail.  2-1/2  hours  from  Golden  Gate 
Bridge.  42  total  Mendocino  acres.  Roger  Perry  at 
(415)  331-5251. 

COSTA  RICA,  PACIFIC  OCEANFRONT  & 

riverfront  house  for  sale.  Rustic  4  bedroom 
cinderblock  2  story  on  1/3  acre.  Excellent  surfing, 
fishing,  pristine  beach.  5  miles  to  Jaco  town,  10 
miles  to  harbor,  1-1/2  hrs  to  airport.  Asking  $50,000 
cash.  (407)  223-4474  or  (407)  242-2687. 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


SAILING  INSTRUCTORS.  We  are  looking  for 
qualified  sailing  instructors  who  would  like  to  teach 
in  the  best  all  round  teaching  atmosphere  in  the 
Bay.  We  are  the  oldest  sailing  school  in  California 
and  are  located  in  Pt.  Richmond,  right  next  to  the 
Richmond  Yacht  Club  where  no  foul  weather  gear 
is  needed  for  sailing.  We  offer  top  pay  for  teach¬ 
ing,  very  liberal  boat  usage  program  and  tropical 
sailing  for  our  instructors.  If  you  love  sailing,  have 
good  teaching  Skills  and  would  like  to  teach  sail¬ 
ing  either  full  or  part  time  in  the  best  sailing  area 
in  the  Bay,  call  Kirk  at  (510)  232-8251. 


Please 


SALESPERSON  &  A  SAILOR,  check  this  out! 
High  volume  for  both  new  &  used  sailboats  in  the 
best  sales  location  on  the  Bay.  Send  resume  to: 
910  Taylor  Ave,  Alameda,  CA  94501 . 

MARINE  MECHANIC  WANTED.  Sausalito  based 
engine  shop  looking  for  a  qualified  marine  me¬ 
chanic  for  engine  &  related  projects  on  top  quality 
yachts.  Please  fax  resume  to:  (415)  332-4969  or 
mail  to:  Marine  Mechanic,  P.O.  Box  2008, 
Sausalito,  CA  94966. 

PROFESSIONAL  SAILING  &  TRAWLER  instruc¬ 
tors.  If  you  have  well  rounded  sailing  skills,  com¬ 
municate  effectively  &  want  to  pass  along  your 
passion  for  the  sport,  you’ll  want  to  teach  for  Club 
Nautique.  We  have  the  newest  &  largest  fleet  on 
the  Bay  plus  we  offer  3  locations.  The  flow  of  our 
program  guarantees  our  students  to  pass  US 
Sailing  standards.  Our  comprehensive  sailing  pro¬ 
grams  include  basic  keelboat  through  coastal 
passagemaking,  coastal  &  celestial  navigation/ 
extracurricular  courses  in  spinnaker,  catamaran 
&  racing.  Great  club  atmosphere  w/events  year 
round  that  include  diesel,  crew  overboard  &  an¬ 
choring  seminars  +.  All  of  our  instructors  are  CG 
licensed  (average  tenure  of  5+  years).  Come  join 
our  professional  staff  while  enhancing  your  sailing 
skills.  Call  Beth  at  (51 0)  865-4700. 

EXPERIENCED  CARPENTERS  ARE  NEEDED 

fop  full-time  positions  building  custom  wooden 
yachts.  30  minutes  from  Portland,  OR.  Excellent 
employment  package.  Resume:  Personnel,  Leg¬ 
endary  Yachts,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  206,  Washougal,. 
WA  98671 .  Phone,  (360)  835-0342. 

YACHT  MAINTENANCE  ASSISTANT:  varnish¬ 
ing,  painting,  waxing,  cleaning.  Full  &  part  time 
permanent  positions  available.  Also,  on  call.  Must 
be  reliable,  responsible,  detail  oriented,  strong 
back.  Verifiable  work  references.  Clean  DMV. 
Medical,  dental,  vacation  benefits.  Fleet  Keeper, 
Alameda.  (510)  865-9375. 

OFFICE  MANAGER.  Full  time,  year  round,  do-it- 
all  job  requires  Quickbooks  &  ACT  (PC),  website 
mgmt,  organizational,  marketing,  sales  &  phone 
skills.  Experienced,  motivated  self-starter.  Must 
lilte  people.  Sausalito  waterfront  location  w/great 
waterview.  Freeschoonersailing.  Discovery  Yacht 
Charters.  (415)  331-1333. 

6-PAK  CAPTAINS  &  SAILING  INSTRUCTORS. 

Spinnaker  Sailing,  in  San  Francisco,  is  hiring 
instructors  &  captains  for  part  time  or  full  time  work 
in  the  City  aboard  our  fleet  of  22-44  ft  sailing 
yachts.  Great  people,  fun  company,  excellent 
wages  &  benefits.  Fax  resume  to  (41 5)  543-7405 
or  call  Eugenie  Russell  at  (41 5)  543-7333. 

ASSISTANT  OFFICE  MANAGER.  Spinnaker 
Sailing  is  hiring  one  full  time  assistant  office  man¬ 
ager.  We’re  looking  for  an  outgoing  person  to 
interact  with  our  customers.  This  is  a  fun  job! 
Excellent  wages  &  benefits.  Please  fax  resume  to 
(415)  543-7405  or  phone  Eugenie  Russell  at 
(415)  543-7333. 


ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  COOK,  as¬ 
sistant  Cook/Deckhand,  Engineer,  Bosun  & 
Deckhands  aboard  103  ft  gaff  rigged  square  top¬ 
sail  ketch  Hawaiian  Chieftain  for  1999  season. 
Teaching  ability,  traditional  sailing  experience, 
good  people  skills  an  advantage.  Minimum  4 
month  full  time  contracts.  Salary  +  room/board 
commensurate  w/position  &  experience.  April  - 
October  conducting  educational  programs,  sum¬ 
mer  day  camps  &  public/private  charters  in  San 
Francisco  Bay.  Nov  -  March  touring  Southern 
California  ports.  Please  send  resume:  Alina 
McIntyre,  Hawaiian  Chieftain,  3020  Bridgeway, 
suite  266,  Sausalito,  CA  94965,  phone:  (41 5)  331  - 
3214,  fax:  (415)  331-9415  or  email: 
alina@tallship.vip.best.com 

SAILBOAT  RIGGER  WANTED!  Must  be  experi¬ 
enced  with  rigging  &  a  variety  of  boat  repair.  If  you 
enjoy  working  outdoors,  problem  solving  &  the 
camaraderie  found  in  boating,  this  is  the  job  for 
you.  Excellent  salary  &  benefits  for  the  right  per¬ 
son.  Call  or  fax  Tom  at  South  Beach  Riggers,  ph: 
(415)  974-6063,  fx:  (41 5)  974-6064. 

FLEET  MANAGER.  Spinnaker  Sailing  in  San 
Francisco  is  hiring  a  manager  for  it's  fleet  of  25 
sailing  vessels  from  22-90  ft.  Must  be  versatile 
with  various  types  of  sailing  vessels  &  able  to 
manage  several  assistants.  This  is  a  full  time, 
permanent  position  with  benefits.  Please  fax  cover 
letter  with  salary  reqs  to  Drew  at  (415)  543-7405. 
Questions,  call  (415)  543-7333. 

CATERER/COOK.  Rendezvous  Charters  is  hir¬ 
ing  a  catering  assistant  to  manage  food  &  bever¬ 
age  programs.  Must  be  able  to  cook  onboard  for 
up  to  30  passengers.  Must  have  own  car,  a  great 
attitude  &  a  team  spirit.  Excellent  wages/benefits. 
Fax  resume  to  (415)  543-7405  or  call  Pam  Power 
at  (415)543-7333. 

CAPTAINS,  FIRST  OFFICERS  &  CREW,  Ren¬ 
dezvous  Charters  needs  ships  crew  &  licensed 
masters  to  sail  our  fleet  of  five  certified  vessels, 
including  our  new  80  passenger  schooner,  Bay 
Lady.  Part  time  or  full  time.  Excellent  wages/ 
benefits.  Want  to  enjoy  your  job?  Join  this  rapidly 
growing  company!  Fax  resume  to  (41 5)  543-7405 
or  call  Pam  Power  at  (415)  543-7333. 

BOAT  MAINTENANCE.  Spinnaker  Sailing,  in  San 
Francisco,  is  now  hiring  full  &  part  time  personnel. 
Responsibilities  include  cleaning  &  maintaining 
our  fleet  of  sailing  yachts  &  can  include  crewing 
aboard  our  certified  fleet.  Excellent  wages/ben¬ 
efits  including  boat  use  &  lessons.  Please  fax 
resume  to  (41 5)  543-7405  or  call  Charles  Barnard 
(415)  543-7333. 

LIVEABOARD  MARINA  MAINTENANCE  per¬ 
son  for  East  Bay  marina.  People  skills,  self-starter, 
maintenance/construction  background  a  plus.  Fax 
resume  to  (510)  865-2257.  » 


BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 


PASSENGER  VESSEL.  24  ft  Jet  boat,  USCG 
certified,  19  pax,  1  crew  protected  waters,  13  pax, 
2  crew,  partially  protected  waters.  330  hp  GMC 
gas  engine,  35  kts,  includes  additional  new  en¬ 
gine  &  trailer.  Perfect  for  water  taxi  or  tours.  Only 
$25,000.  Call  (360)  378-6692. 

LIVE  &  WORK  IN  THE  SAN  JUAN  ISLANDS. 

Established  whalewatch/chartercompanyforsale, 
seasonal  operation,  May  thru  Sept.  Includes  2 
vessels  w/slips  &  a  waterfront  office.  Priced  to  sell 
at  $485,000  terms,  22%  ROI.  (360)  378-6692  or 
email:  Lynn@watchwhales.com 

OWNER  FINANCING  50-FT28  passenger  Coast 
Guard  inspected  sailboat  operating  in  USVI. 
$150,000  turnkey  operation  &  ownership.  Low 
down  or  accept  trade  in  of  boat  or  property.  Please 
call  (340)  690-1666. 


PLEASE 
REMEMBER 
THAT  WE 
NEED  TO 
RECEIVE  YOUR 
CLASSY 
CLASSIFIEDS 
BY  5PM  ON  THE 
1 8th. 

Mail  or  bring 
*  them  to: 

(4^3? 


1  5  LOCUST  AVE. 
MILL  VALLEY,  CA. 
94941 

ATTN: 

CLASSIFIEDS 


Spinnaker  Boat  Repair 

Woodwork  •  Engine  Maint.  •  Elect.  •  Haulouts 
Located  at  South  Beach  Harbor,  S.F.  (415)  543-7333 

QUEST  7  BOAT  GRAPHICS 

High  quality  vinyl  boat  names,  graphics,  striping,  reg.  #s  &  home  ports. 

'  More  tharf  a  decade  of  marine  experience. 

We  also  do  installations  with  no  trip  charge  to  most  locations.  1 

(800)  982-7779  for  more  information  or  free  brochure! 

Experience  the  REAL  World  of  Ocean  Cruising! 

Master  storm  sailing  techniques,  navigation,  weather  analysis  while  on  a  2-3  week  ocean  or  coastal 
passage  in  the  North  or  South  Pacific  aboard  Mahina  Tiare  III,  a  Hallberg-Rassy  46. 

Benefit  from  John  Neal  &  Amanda  Swan's  250,000  miles  of  experience. 

MAHINA  EXPEDITIONS,  Box  1596,  Friday  Harbor,  WA  98250  (360)  378-6131  fax:  (360)  378-6331. 
Satellite  updates  from  So.  Pacific  on  www.mahina.com 

Repair, 

Restoration  & 

New  Construction 

Fred  Andersen  Boat  &  Woodworks  (5 1 0)522-2  705 

YACHT  DELIVEF 

USCG  Licensed  Master 

References  -  Owners  Welcorr 

. . Burke  41 5/892-77 

931  Iti'Mi  u  liS 

A-,  DOUG  StfOTTON 

§  XJju  MARINE  SURVEYOR  Telephone 

MY  MEMBER  OF  N.A.M.S.  (510)235-6679 

P.O.  Box  121,  El  Cerrito.  Co  94530 

y 
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Electrical  and  Rigging 

Sales  &  Service 

Competitive  Rates  •  Quality  Work 

For  all  your  electrical,  rigging  and  deck  layout  needs 

Cameron  International 

(510)  530-5277 

email:  camintl000@aol.com 
51  Van  Cleave  Way  •  Oakland,  CA  94619 


RENTAL  OF  LIFE  RAFTS 
SALES  OF  U.S.C.G.  &  YACHTING  LIFE  RAFTS  NEW  AND  USED 
SALES.  INSPECTIONS  AND  REPAIRS  OF  INFLATABLE  BOATS 


19  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE  IN  MANUFACTURING 
AND  SERVICE  OF  LIFE  RAFTS  IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


OPEN  SATURDAYS 


2433  CLEMENT  AVE.  ALAMEDA,  C A.  94501 

PHONE  (510)  522-1824  T _ FAX  (510)  522-1064 


ROBERT  RICHARD 

Certified  Marine  Surveyor 

•  Condition  and  Valuation 

Surveys 

•  Engine  Surveys 

•  Propulsion  and 

Power  Systems 
Consulting  %. 

•  Member: 

NAMS,  SNAME, 

ABYC,  NFPA 


1 220  Brickyard  Cove  Rd. 
Suite  #102 

Pt.  Richmond,  CA  94801 

(510)  234-0676 


LOWEST  PRICES  UNDER  THE  SUN! 


5555  Santa  Fe  St.  #  J 

San  Diego,  CA  92109  USA  g  SOLAR 

(61 9)  581 -0051  Qm  ELECTRIC 

(6t9)  581-6440  fax  #1%  |NC 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-842-5678 
e-mail:  solar@cts.com 
http://www.solareleetricmc.com 


Um-S%LAR . 


The  Bettw  Bjtftery 


and  many  other  fine  products.. .best  selection! 
SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED! 


t§  Perkins  murth 

Engines  Gears 

Well  never  leave  you  high  and  dry. 

Same  day  shipping  to  anywhere  on  the  globe  — 
Engines,  Rebuild  Kits  and  Marine  Accessories 


Foley  Marine  Engines 

800-233-6539  or  (508)  753-2979 

Fax  (508)  799-2276  E-mail:  foleyeng@aol.com 

Free  Tech  Tips:  www.foleyengines.com 


Stainless  Steel 


Screws,  Bolts,  Nuts  &  More 


BosunSupplies.Com 

See  our  complete  catalog  of  hardware  &  order  on  the  Web. 

For  the  finest  in 
Stainless  Steel  &  Titanium  Hardware 


Why  pay  more? 

Or  call  toll-free 
for  catalog  and  to  order 


(888)  433-3484 
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NEW!  SUPER  COMPACT  FOUR  SAILDRIVE  280 


2!  1/P 


— —  201/4"- 


Ideal  ultralight  and 
small  boat  auxiliary 


TECHNICAL  DATA: 

Water  cooled,  2  cylinder  four  stroke,  12.5  h.p. 

Gas  engine  with  electric  start 
Stroke  volume:  280  cm3 
Electric:  10  amp  charge  -  12  volt 

Weight:  1 10  lb  incl.  fiberglass  mount 

Propeller:  II "  x  6"  folding  or  fixed 

The  engine  is  rubber  mounted,  has  almost  no 
vibration  and  is  extremely  quiet.  The  engine  has 
enough  power  to  push  boats  up  to  8000  lbs.  A  very 
nice  replacement  for  transom  mounted  outboards. 
All  underwater  parts  are  epoxy  coated. 


$5,600 


Sold  by 

ARNE  JONSSON  BOATWORKS 

1813  CLEMENT  AVE.  •  ALAMEDA,  CA  94501 

5 1 0/769-0602  •  FAX  5 1 0/865-3S 1 2 


BOAT  REPAIRS 


INC. 


Fair  Prices  •  24-Hour  Security  •  Quality  Guaranteed  Work  • 
•  Marine  Ways  &  Lift  ~  Boats  to  65-ft.  • 

•  We  Specialize  in  Wood,  Fiberglass  and  Steel  • 
Do-It-Yourselfers  Welcome 

(415)  824-8597 

•ONE  CALL  DOES  IT  ALL" 


D  &  R  Marine  Services 

MM 

M  :  ■  «  • 


We  are  your  full  service  marine 
source  for  new  installations  and 
complete  trouble  shooting  of  your 
boat's  electrical  and'plumbing 
systems. 

Free  estimates  in  the  SF  Bay 
and  San  Joaquin  Delta  area. 


14-JA. 


Don 

(510)  288-9355 


Fax 

(510  522-2469 


Ryan 

(510)  288-9354 


EZJAX 


Holds  sail  neatly  on  boom  when  deployed, 
BUT.,  unlike  ordinary  lazyjacks  -  the  patented 
E-Z-JAX®System  retracts  snugly  below 
boom  when  sailing  or  docked. 

The  E-Z-Jax®System: 

►  Eliminates  sail  chafe 

►  Avoids  sail  and  sail  cover  modification 

►  Prevents  battens  catching  when  raising  sail 

►  Offers  optional  cockpit  deployment 

Rated  "Top" -Practical  Sailor™ 

E-Z-JAX  SYSTEMS  INC. 

P.O.  Box  906  Camas,  WA  98607 
1-800-529-8112 

Website:  http://www.ezjax.com 


r 


The  Qualify  and  Craftsmanship  You  Want, 
at  a  Price  You  Can  Afford, 


Today,  sails  are  designed  by  similar  computer  programs, 
and  constructed  of  similar  materials.  The  difference  is  the 
quality  and  craftsmanship  and  the  price  you  must  pay. 
Lee  Sails  offers  you  the  best  of  all. 


0 


V. 


647  Pacific  Avenue 
Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  523-9011 


VACANCY! 

PRIME  ESTUARY  LOCATION 
$4.75/ft  -  Up  to  45  feet 

ofiftk  Avenue  Tflarina 

499  Embarcadero  &  One  5th  Avenue  •  Oakland 

(510)  834-9815 _ 


Sanis  Corporation .  46 
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Solden  State  Diesel  Marine  ..  230 
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Hewett  Marine .  104 
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Holly  Solar .  177 

Hood  Sails . .  68 
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Kilian  Propeller .  230 
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KKMI .  120,121 


Lager  Yachts .  232 
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Lee  Sails .  229 

Leech  &  Rudiger  Sails.... .  59 
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Loch  Lomond  Marina .  69 
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Marin  Yacht  Sales .  49 

Marina  Las  Hadas .  172 

Marina  Real .  149 

Marina  Village .  141 

Mariner  Boat  Yard .  53 

Mariner's  General  Insurance  ..  86 

Maritime  Electronics .  55 

Maritime  Institute .  114 

Marotta  Yachts .  235 

Martin,  Jack  &  Associates .  202 


Master  Mariners  . .  149 

Mazatlan  Marine  Center .  219 

McGinnis  Insurance .  105 

Modern  Sailing  Academy .  83 

N.J.  Enterprises .  194 

Napa  Valley  Marina .  70 

Nautical  Paint .  92 

Northern  California 

Spring  Boat  Show .  28 

Nelson's  Marine .  240 

Norpac  Yachts  .  239 

North  Beach  Canvas .  23 

North  Sails  -  San  Francisco  ....  47 

Northwest  Yacht  Brokers  Assoc.  35 

O'Neill's  Yacht  Center  .  8 

Oakland  Yacht  Club  .  94 

Ocean  Equipment .  77 

Ocean  Yachts  West .  232 

Oceanic  Yacht  Sales .  237 

OCSC .  67 

One  Design  35 .  30 


Outboard  Motor  Shop,  The  ....  93 
Outbound  44/Superior  Yachts 

West .  69 

■*  Owl  Harbor  .  1 95 

Oyster  Cove  Marina .  177 

Oyster  Point  Marina .  92 

Pacific  Coast  Canvas .  87 

Pacific  Marine  Engineering  ...  104 

Pacific  Sail  Expo/Sail  America  1 8 

Pacific  Yacht  Imports .  14 

Paradise  Village  Marina .  167 

Passage  Maker  Yachts  .  83 

Passage  Yachts . 4,5,216,232 

Paupack  Enterprises,  Inc .  230 

Peli-Wash  .  190 

Peninsula  Marine  Services .  64 

Penmar  Marine .  203 

Petro  Clean  .  115 

Pettit  Paint .  48 

Pettit-Morry  Co .  181 


(Index  cent,  next  page J 
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Unbelievable  Pricing! 

UP  TO  50%  Below  WEST  MARINE,  LEWIS  MARINE  &  BOATERS  WORLD! 


Turnbuckles  %” 

„v  $8.59 


D  Shackles 

%“ 

$3.49 


Snap  Shackles 

23/ie“ 


$11.79 


Circular  Pins 

3/a 

1 0/  $1.29 


Bow  Shackles 

%“ 

$3.99 


nm  inns'!/  rtiTrnnmcrc  iwr  MAIL  ’  F“  *  pko"' ,0"  CwiPu,(  P™!'10  li«*  p««* 

PAIPACK  EINTERPRISES,  lINt.po  Bo«  m  H.wky,  PA  1S428  TeI  /  Fax  (S16)  28J-J806 


HAVE  ALL  THE 
ONBOARD  ELECTRIC 
POWER  YOU  CAN  USE! 

FREE  catalog  tells  you  how  to  dramati¬ 
cally  increase  your  boat's  electrical  ca¬ 
pacity.  High-output  alternators,  smart 
regulators,  energy  monitors,  wind,  solar, 
AC  and  more.  What  you  need  to  do  your 
own  installation,  and  why  you  need  it. 

JACK  RABBIT  MARINE,  INC 

425  Fairfield  Ave.,  Stamford,  CT  06902 

(203)  961-8133 

Fax  (203)  961-0382 

email  JackRabbitMarine@compuserve.com 


Tinker 

h  t  tp://www.  tin  kers.com 

Marine 

1  email:  tin  kers@tinkers.com 

Imagine !! 

a  55  lb 

to  3’X3’x1.5' 


1919  Clement  Are,  Bldg  11 
Alameda,  CA  94501 
Tel:  (510)  814-0471 
(800)  410-5297 
Fax:  (510)  814-8030 

1998  BOATS 
ON 

SALE  UNTIL 
FEB  28th!!! 

Alameda  Store  Only 


THE  KILIAN  FAMILY 
IS  THE  WEST  COAST'S 
ORIGINAL  SAILBOAT 
PROPELLER  SPECIALIST 
SINCE  1926! 


1 


>  EXPERTS  ON  SOLVING  ,  . 

vibration  problems  and  noise,  poor  boat  handling 
or  improper  propeller  sizes. 

REPAIRING  &  REPITCHING 

of  ALL  propeller  brands  and  makes. 

SALES  WITH  KNOWLEDGE 

for  Michigan  Wheel  &  Gori,  Volvo  and  Martec. 

AQUAMET  22  SHAFTING 

'  sold  exclusively  with  Mill  certification  papers. 


2418  Teagarden  St  •  San  Leandro  •  CA  94577 

510.614.0596  •  Fax  510.614.0689 


NEW!  NOW  ON  THE  WEB! 

kilianprop.com 


GOLDEN  STATE 

DIF.SF.L  MARINE 


PARTS  AND  SERVICE 

PATHFINDER  •  YANMAR  •  UNIVERSAL 
•  WESTERBEKE  • 

DIESEL  &  GAS  ENGINES 


351  EMBARCADERO 
OAKLAND,  CA  94606 


Barbara  Campbell 

(510)  465-1093 


Wm.  E.  Vaughan 

Maritime  Attorney  &  Consultants 

17  Embarcadero  Cove,  Oakland,  CA  94606 

(510)  532-1786 

Fax  (510)  532-3461 

evstarmf®  ix.netcom.com 


Avoid  Rocks,  Shoals,  Unreasonable  Costs  and  Taxes.  We 
can  help  you  plan  any  Maritime  Transaction.  Serving  The 
Maritime  Community  since  196Q.  Bay/Delta,  Off-Shore, 
Racer/Cruiser  since  1945.  Affiliate  Member,  Society  of 
Accredited  Marine  Surveyors. 
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Snapfurl .  58 

Society  of  Accredited  Marine 

Surveyors  (SAMS) .  232 

Solar  Electric,  Inc  . . : .  228 

South  Bay  Boat  Works .  104 

South  Beach  Harbor .  25 

South  Beach  Sailing  Center  ....  23 

Spinlock/Maritime  Supply .  87 

Spinnaker  Sailing  of  R.C .  93 

Spinnaker  Sailing  of  S.F .  23 

Spinnaker  Shop,  The .  105 

Stanford  University .  22 

Starbuck  Canvas .  81 


Stellar  Yachts .  29 

Stockdale  Marine  &  Nav  Ctr ...  37 

Stone  Boat  Yard  .  167 

Stormy  Seas  Clothing  Co .  191 

Sutter  Sails .  83 

Svendsen's  Boat  Works . 45 

Swedish  Marine .  161 

Tahiti  &  Noumea  Yacht  Charters 

.  201 

Tartan  Yachts/BBYB .  72 

Tigress  Yacht  Charters .  202, 

Tinker  Marine .  230 

TMM/Tortola  Marine  Mgmt ..  201 

Tradewinds  Sailing  Center .  44 

Trident  Funding . .10 

True  Marine .  132 

Twin  Rivers  Marine  Insurance  .  94 
UC  Berkeley  Sailing  Team  ....  195 
UK  Sails . 51 


Ultrasol  Sunglasses .  54 

USI/Ultimate  Sailboats  USA  ...  85 

Vaughan,  William  E .  230 

Voyager  Marine .  38 

Water  &  Power,  Inc .  176 

Waypoint .  60 

West  Marine .  98,99 

Westwind  Precision  Details .  64 

Whale  Point  Marine  Supply  ....  50 

Windpilot .  76 

Wizard  Yachts  Ltd .  233 

Wooden  Boat  Magazine .  88 

Woolsev .  166 

Yacht:  Amazing  Grace .  234 

Yacht  Racing  Assoc  (YRA)  ....  155 

Yacht  Sales  West  Inc .  61 

Yachtfinders/Windseekers....  237 
Yachts  101 .  237 


DON'T  fORGCT  TO  TELL  'EM 
THAT  LATITUDE  SENT  YOUI 
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320  HARBOR  DRIVE,  SAUSALITO,  CALIFORNIA  94965 
(415)  332-531  1  •  FAX  (415)  332-7036 


PREMIER  *8* 

YACHT  SALES  B'ok" 

The  Embarcadero  at  Pier  40,  South  Beach  Harbor,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
(415)  495-5335  (KEEL)  •  Fax  (415)  495-5375 
E-Mail:-  premieryts@aol.com 

Internet  walk-thru  of  all  our  listings  at  www.sfyachts.com 


QUALITY  LISTINGS  NEEDED  •  BOATS  BELOW  AT  OUR  DOCKS 


30'  YANKEE,  74 

Famous  S&S 
cruiser.  Totally 
refit,  new  diesel, 
ProFurl,  propane 
stove,  cruising 
gennaker.  $24,500. 


30'  NONSUCH  ULTRA,  '88.  Flying  Cloud  is  a  per¬ 
fect  1 0.  Finest  quality  shorthanded  sailer.  East  Coast 
fresh  water  boat  in  SF  since  '96.  Dbl  cabins.  At  our 
docks.  $89,000. 


BENETEAU 
OCEANIS  510, '93 
4  dbl  strms  w/heads 
&  shwrs,  compl.  refit, 
top  cond.  luxury 
cruiser.  LOA  50'6", 
beam  15'6”.$279, 000. 


BENETEAU  FIRST  42,  '85.  Finest,  most  well 
equipped  42-footer  on  the  market.  New  sails,  new 
bottom.  So.  Beach.  At  our  docks.  $140,000 


80'  Staysail  Sckooner 

Built  1960s.  Proven  kluewater  vessel  and  world  circumnavigator. 
Strip  plank  fir  on  oak.  GM  diesel.  Extensive  offskore  inventory. 
Lying  San  Francisco.  $185,000. 

Phone  (250)  383-6811  Fax  (250)  383-7781 


BUG 

NGTI 


'Dolphin  tyncht 

Brokerage  •  Charter  •  Instruction 

(415)332-8676 

FAX  (415)  332-9027 
http://yachtworld.com)'silverdolphin 

85  LIBERTY  SHIP  WAY  #1 1 0B 
SCHOONMAKER  POINT  MARINA,  SAUSALITO 

i  1 


QUALITY  LISTINGS  NEEDED  -  FREE  PARKING 


43'  HANS  CHRISTIAN  CHRISTINA,  '86. 

Mercedes  diesel,  three  staterooms,  full 
electronics  at  large  chart  table,  fully 
appointed  galley,  R/F  on  both 
forestays,  removable  S/S  davits. 
OWNER  MOTIVATED.  BRING  OFFERS. 
Asking  $195,000. 


42'  BENETEAU,  '85.  Perkins  50hp  diesel. 
3  S/Rs,  rigged  for  cruising  or  racing. 
Interfaced  AP  &  GPS,  Gatorback  full 
batten  main  w/Dutchman  system,  10+ 
sails  for  race  and  cruise.  She's  a  winner 
anclsbe  shines!  Call  for  brochure. 


47'  KAUFMAN,  '85 

Three  stateroom  oceangoing  yacht, 
major  upgrades  last  month,  new  R/F, 
new  stanchions/lifelines,  Awlgrlp  paint 
and  new  bottom.  Full  electronics,  full 
sail  Inventory.  Immaculate  vessel. 


38'  HANS  CHRISTIAN,  '81.  Three  state¬ 
rooms.  Isuzu  diesel,  full  electronics,  gal¬ 
ley  with  A/B  refrig,  microwave,  copi¬ 
ous  drawers  and  cupboards.  Up¬ 
graded  standing  rigging.  Monitor  wind- 
vane.  2  dinghies:  rigid  and  Inflatable. 
New  to  market.  Asking  $103,000. 
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Lager  Yacht  Brokerage  Corp. 


63'  CHEOY  LEE  MS.  Built  in  1 983,  this  ketch 
has  twin  Cat  3208s,  2  generators,  air 
conditioning,  updated  galley,  enclosed  PH,  4 
staterooms,  workshop  and  spacious  salon. 


51'  SWAN.  Commissioned  in  1983,  this 
successful  Frers  design  features  owner's  aft 
cabin  w/ensuite  head,  2  guest  S/Rs  forward. 
Consistently  upgraded;  offshore  equipped. 


58'  ALDEN.  Built  in  1 975  this  Boothbay  yawl 
has  always  been  kept  in  yacht  condition. 
Recent  upgrades  include  sails  and  electronics. 
A  true  bluewater  world  class  yacht. 


47'  KAUFMAN.  Built  '85,  Bad  represents  a 
modern  &  luxurious  oceangoing  yacht.  3  dbl 
strms,  2  heads  &  full  nav.  &  elect,  equipment. 
Exceptional  condition/many  recent  upgrades. 


-iffl 

«■  i  ■'  •,  V  :  . 

47'  WAUQUIEZ.  Commissioned  in  '86  and 
meticulously  maintained  in  excellent  condition. 
3  private  S/Rs,  2  heads,  generator,  watermaker, 
elect,  winches  &  upgraded  electronics. 


44'  NORDIC.  Built  in  1981,  this  Robert  Perry 
designed  racer/cruiser  has  seen  most  of  her 
life  in  the  fresh  water  of  the  Great  Lakes.  Full 
cruising  amenities.  Recent  price  reduction. 


42'  HUNTER.  Built  in  1 993  this  Hunter  42  has 
a  spacious  interior  with  open  main  salon  and 
2  separate  S/Rs  both  w/centerline  queen 
berths.  Fully  cruise  equipped. 


41 '  HANS  CHRISTIAN.  Built  in  1 984,  she  has 
just  returned  from  a  5  yr.  Pacific  cruise.  Fully 
equipped  with  all  cruising  amenities  and  many 
recent  upgrades.  Price  reduction. 


llllP 


'40'  ISLANDER.  Built  in  1978,  fast  on  all 
points  of  sail.  You  can  race  or  cruise.  This  one 
owner  boat  has  an  extensive  sail  inventory1 
and  has  been  continually  upgraded. 


38'  CABO  RICO.  Built  in  '94  and  in  bristol 
cond.  Very  low  hours  on  engine.  Radar,  GPS, 
AP,  electric  winch,  electric  windlass.  Easily 
singlehanded.  Like  new  but  priced  to  sell. 


36'  HUNTER  VISION.  Built  in  1994,  she 
features  a  two  cabin  layout,  spacious  interior, 
super  clean,  dodger,  windlass,  low  hours. 
Priced  to  sell.  At  our  docks. 


33'  SOVEREL.  Built  in  1 984  by  Pacific  Yachts, 
Santa  Cruz,  she  is  in  exclnt.  cond.  inside  & 
out,  consistently  upgraded  and  maintained  to 
highest  standards.  Many  custom  features. 


SELECT  SAIL  BROKERAGE  LIST 


30’  SONIC, '94 _ _ _ 

. —  35,000 

41'  C&C,  '64 - - - 

.......  110,000 

35'  SANTANA,  '80 . ,j 

44'  HANS  CHRISTIAN.  '81 . 

36'  CATALINA, '83 . 

.  55,000 

45'  MULL, '81 . . . 

. 127,000 

36*  C4C)  80 

<*••••••  48(000 

50'  FORCE  50,  78 . 

. 165,000 

SAUSALITO 

400  Harbor  Drive,  Suite  B 

Tel:  (415)  332-9500  •  Fax:  (415)  332-9503 
email:  iyc@ibm.net 
www.yachtworld.com/lageryachts 


I 

SOCIETY  OF  ACCREDITED 

MARINE  SURVEYORS 

Serving  Northern  California 


Rich  Christopher,  AMS 
(408)  778-5143 

Richard  King,  SA 
(800)  229-5926 

(415)  368-8711 

Tom  List,  AMS 

Donru  Marine  Surveyors 

(415)  332-5478 

&  Adjusters,  AMS 
(408)  372-8604 

Jack  Mackinnon,  AMS/SMS 
(510)  276-4351 
(800)  501-8527 

Robert  Downing,  AMS 
(707)  642-6346 

Michael  Scalet,  SA 
(415)  536-3922 

Odus  Hayes,  SA 
(415)  461-8425 
(800)  880-5002 

R  J.  Whitfield  & 

Assoc.,  Inc.,  AMS/SMS 
(800)  344-1838 

1998  SAGA  43  #16 


;  *  • 

jj  ■ 


•  Monitor  Windvane 

•  Deck  Wash  Down 

•  Electric  Windlass 

•  Gennaker 
•#1  Heavy 
•#1  Light 

•  Storm  Trisail 


Main 

Jib 

1  Custom  Stereo 
1  Autopilot 
1  Weatherfax 
■  ICOM  SSB 
1  Rod  Rigging 


GPS 

ICOM  VHF 
Freezer 
Dodger 
Life  Raft 
Inverter 
Max  Prop 


his  new  yacht  has  been  thoroughly  commissioned  and  shaken 
down  with  a  5,000  mile  ocean  cruise  by  an  experienced  yachts¬ 
man.  Unforeseen  personal  circumstances  force  the  sale  of  this  highly 
improved  over  standard  yacht.  This  boat  is  immaculate,  well  equipped 
and  available  at  a  substantial  savings  of  over  $1 00,000.  At  our  docks 
and  ready  to  go  at  $279,000.  Call  Ben  Oldham. 

1230  Brickyard  Cove  Rd. 

Pt  Richmond,  CA  94801 

(510)  236-2633 

Fax  (510)  234-0118 
www.sfsailing.  com/passage 
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r-GO  FASTER 


Lee& 
Dan  O'Brien 


r«^ « cn  /  / 


Ph.  (831 )  476-9639  -  FAX  (831 )  476-01 41 1 
385  Lake  Ave.,  #E,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95062  -  http://www.fastisfun.com 


Mini  Turbo  Sled  -  30'  of  fun.  Carbon 
rig,  race  cockpit.  Outsail  sportboats  at 
twice  the  price . $28,900 


54'  Fishing  Schooner,  Gardner  dsl. 
Loaded  w/charm.  8  ton  refrigerated  hold. 
Equipment  &  cond.  excellent  $195,000 


Freedom  45  -  Hard  dodger,  free  stand¬ 
ing  carbon  mast.  Excellent  shdrt 

hander.  Yanmar . $229,000 

70'  Andrews,  Turbo  sled . $650,000 

68'  Turbo  Sled,  set  records  ..  590,000 
68'  Santa  Cruz  70,  Excellent  439,000 
68'  Merlin,  Turbo+canting  keel ...  269,000 

55'  Fast  Cruiser,  Carbon . 495,000 

52'  Santa  Cruz,  full  interior ...  620,000 
52'  Santa  Cruz,  race  layout ..  399,000 

50'  Santa  Cruz,  really  fast! . 159,000 

40'  Gulfstar  Hood,  centerboard ....  1 19,000 


Mac  65  Pilothouse  2  stateroom,  200 
hp  Volvo  diesel,  make  knots  with  this 

motorsailer . $195,000 

41'  Newport,  racer/cruiser .  55,000 

40'  Santa  Cruz,  carbon  rudder  89,000 

40'  Bill  Lee  ULDB,  diesel . 49,000 

37'  Brown  Trimaran,,  diesel  ...  39,900 
33'  Buccaneer  Tri,  rotating  mast ....  22,000 
33'  Hobie  -  Good  sails  &  equip  19,900 

30'  Capo  30,  fresh  water . 41,000 

30'  Adhara  30,  MORC  winner.  38,995 
30'  Evans  30,  racks,  trailer .  20,000 


•  Si# 


YOUR  DONATION  IS  TAX- 
DEDUCTIBLE.  Ilf  US  SHOW 
YOU  THE  ATTRACTIVE  VALUE 
ID  SPEEDY  TRANSFER  THAT 
CAN  ARRANGE. 

NUKATE  BROKER  FEES, 
ADVERTISING  AIR)  BERTHING. 

WHELP  INSTILL  THE  LOVE  OF  THE 
SEA  AND  BOATING  INTO  THE 
YOUTH  WHO  PARTICIPATE  IN 
SEA  SCOUTING.  SEA  SCOUTS 
ARE  LOOKING  FOR  ANY 
CRAtl  POWER  OR  SAIL,  IN 
SERVICEABLE  CONDITION. 


CALL  US  TOD  A  Y  -  Ask  for  Larry  Abbott 
PACIFIC  HARBORS  COUNCIL 
BOY  SCOUTS  OF  AMERICA 
800*333*6599 


YACHT  SAIFS 


SAUSALITO,  CA  94965 
Fax  332-2067 


email/website:  edgewaferyachfs.com 


(415)  332-2060 


•  SALES  DOCK  BERTHS  AVAILABLE  • 

HIGH  VISIBILITY  LOCATION  FOR  34  YEARS  BOATS  SELL  AT  OUR  DOCKS 


38'  SWAN,  78 

Sparkman  &  Stephens  design. 
Maintained  toSwan  standards. 
High  performance  cruiser. 
New  interior,  radar,  GPS. 

Try  $99,000 


FORCE  50 

Comfortable,  well  equipped 
bluewater  cruiser.  All  sails 
roller  furling,  80  hp  Perkins, 
Onan  genset  and  much 
more,  (sislership) 
Asking  $117,000 


35'  CHEOY  LEE  SLOOP  Robb 
classic  design.  Excellent  cond.  All 
teak.  Furling  head  sails,  diesel  w/ 
low  hrs,  fulf  cover. 

Asking  $45,000/offers. 


35'  HINCKLEY  PILOT  Sparkman 
&  Stephens  classic  in  fiberglass, 
Perkins  diesel.  Loaded  with  gear 
and  well  maintained. 

Asking  $62,000. 


30'  FREEDOM  Gary  Mull  design. 
Carbon  fiber  mast,  full  battened 
main,  Yanmar.  Double  berth  aft. 

Asking  $29,000. 


30'  CHRIS  CRAFT  Hardtop  express 
with  cockpit  enclosure.  Looks  like 
new,  always  in  covered  berth.  New 
engines.  A  must  see.  ,, 

Only  $16,500. 


27'  LANCER  POWERSAILER 

Yamaha  1 1-5  hp,  aux.  power / sail 
combination,  roomy  interior.  At 
our  docks.  Asking  $10,500. 


60'  STEEL  CTR, '92 

Proven  circumnavigator. 

4  strms,  loaded  w/cruise 

tjear  incl.  roller  furling, 
ar  panels,  radar,  liferaft, 
windvane,  much  more. 
Consider  trades. 
Asking  $165,000. 


JL 


40'  CLASSIC  KETCH  Monk  de¬ 
signed,  built  in  Seattle  by  Blanchard. 
Well  maintained,  diesel  aux,  auto¬ 
pilot,  furling  jib.  At  our  docks. 

Try  $20,000. 


/ 
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£  Hans  Christian  Yachts  guJT^Z 


Special  Package  Pricing 
New  Order  -  Hans  Christians 
Traditional  -  33',  38'mkii,  41',  48' 
Christina  -  43',  52' 


Modular  Floating  Dock  System 


'80  Hans  Christian  -  43'  T 
Ketch  rig  -  $161,500 

Very  clean,  3  staterooms, 
electronics,  dinghy  w/  OB 
standalone  shower,  refrig¬ 
eration,  Epoxy  barrier'd  in 
1997,  5  year  warranty. 
Looking  for  quick  sale. 
Come  see,  make  OFFER, 
Take  home  a  great  boat. 


MBs 


^  Get  your  expensive  toys  out  of  the  water 
^  Drive  up  and  ON,  PWC,  Inflatables,  Ski 
^ Make  enclosures,  bridges,  platforms,  etc., 
Recreational ,  commercial,  industrial  uses 
Quick  assembly  and  installation  ^ Durable 
Environmentally  friendly  ^UV  Protected 
■»" Reasonable  $ 

Maintenance 
Free 
r  Warranty 
10  Years 

COME  BY  AND  SEE  FOR  YOURSELF 


'86  Hans  Christian  -  41'  T  $189,000 

One  of  the  best  HC  cruising  liveaboards 
built  New  canvas,  uohol.  Clean  &  Ready 


78  Ranger  33'  -  Great  first  boat  OFFER 

^od^^rmanre^clean&^oodOTndition. 


'88  Hans  Christian  -  Christina  43' 

The  perfect  cruising  boat.  Has  everything. 
Water  maker, Inverter,  Electronics, Pullman 


'86  Hans  Christian  -  Christina  43' 

Perfect  cruising  boat.  Mercedes  240D  Eng 
Prof.  Maintained,  All  Electronics  Pullman, 
Furling,  Vang,  Davits,  $Dealer  Discounts 


'80  Hans  Christian  -  38' T  $115,000 

GPS,  Monitor  wind  vane,  dinghy  &  O/B, 
SSB,  new  canvas,  Profurl,  want  offers. 


(Z’XtUp  &ec6cact£  and 
Quality  Marine  Products 


j202^Alask^Packer^Iace^iiit^2^^Alameda| 


YACHT  SALES 

CA  94501 


$Ph(51  0)523-2203$ 

$Fax(51  0)523-2204$ 

at  Grand  Marina  Marine  Ctr 


1450  Harbor  Island  Drive 
San  Diego,  CA  92101 


MAC  DONALD  YACHT 


1-800-71 -YACHT 

(619)  294-4545 

Fax  (619)  294-8694 
macyacht  @  adnc.com 


GUC 

jNET 


http://www.macyacht.com  or  go  to  Yahoo  and  type  Mac  Donald  Yacht  Sales 


37'  HUNTER,  '85.  Cutter,  roller  furl,  club  foot 
staysail,  s/t  winches.  Private  aft  S/R,  head  w/ 
separate  shower,  vanity.  Roomy  salon,  nav 
station.  Light  use,  well  maintained.  $54,900. 


50'  BENETEAU  OCEANIS,  '93. 4  staterooms 
w/head,  separate  crew  quarters,  AP,  inverter, 
roller  furl,  jiffy  reefing,  s/t  winches.  Excellent 
performance  cruiser.  $279,000. 


37'  CREALOCK  CUTTER.  Cruise  equipped, 
full  electronics,  new  sails  '95,  running  rigging 
'94,  standing  rigging  '93,  MOH  in  '96.  $99,000. 

Also  37'  Tayana.  $1 10,000 


33'  ROUGHWATER  SLOOP.  $43,000. 
32'  ERICSON  SLOOP.  $19,900. 

30'  S-2  YACHTS  SLOOP.  $31,000. 


33'  MORGAN  SLOOP.  1 00  hours  on  engine 
SMOH,  AP,  roller  furl,  ram's  horn  masthead, 
solar  charger  and  panels,  modified  fin  keel/ 
spade  rudder.  This  pristine  vessel  is  a  solid, 
well-equipped  coastal  cruiser.  $34,950. 


85'  CUSTOM  M/S,  '88.  Twin  225  hp  Mercedes, 
1000  mi  range,  bow/stern  thruster,  electric 
winches,  4  strms,  huge  king  masterstrm  w/office. 
Air,  watermaker,  W/D  &  full  elect.  $995,000. 


For  Sale  $275,000 

Custom  Auxiliary  Cutter 

Amazing  Grace 

Spencer  53  designed  by  John  Brandylmayr 
Built  1993 


LOA . 53'  Fuel . 430  gal 

Beam . 13’6"  Water . 188  gal 

Draft . . 7'10"  Disp. . . .  21  tons 


A  robust,  fiberglass,  long  distance  cruising  boat  with  rich  teak 
joinery.  Safe,  fast,  well  equipped,  comfortable.  Like  no  other. 
Lying  San  Diego. 


For  information  and  pictures,  visit  our  website  at: 

http://members.aol.com/Amgrace53 

(619)  224-0363  •  email:  bufflers@aol.com 
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Marotta  Yachts 


Formerly  Sausalito  Yacht  Brokers 


DRASTICALLY  REDUCED  TO 
$  169,000/OFFERS 

60'  ALUMINUM 
WORLD  CRUISING  KETCH 
1975 


saiE£®nP,n6! 


Aluminum  proven  world  cruiser.  Impeccable 
construction.  Lots  of  gear.  Self-steering,  washer 
dryer,  full  size  Norcold  refrigerator,  roller  furling. 
All  oversized  gear,  massive  rigging. 
Downtown  Sausalito  slip. 


Spring  is  just  around  the  corner!  List  your  vessel  with  us. 


Photo-tour  this  boat  on  our  new  website 


35'  FREEDOM,  1 975.  This  boat  is  in  exceljent  shape,  looded,  is  a  very  popular 
member  of  a  Sausalito  club  fleet  and  has  just  come  on  the  market.  27hp  Yanmar.  Full 
electronics,  dodger,  carbon  fiber  keel-stepped  spar.  Beautiful  dark  blue  hull.  Come  see 
why  Sail  Magazine  voted  this  David  Pedrick-designed  beauty  Best  of  Class  for  comfort, 
shorthanded  sailing  and  safety.  $149,500. 


35'  HINCKLEY,  1969 

Timeless  design,  this  bristol  two- 
owner  boat  was  maintained  by 
Hinckley  for  her  first  23  years. 
Roller  furling,  new  sails,  new 
dodger,  new  Harken  ST  winches, 
new  Max  Prop  folding  prop.  Full 
electronics  including  new  GPS/ 
Chart  plotter.  Westerbeke  35  hp 
diesel  with  low  hours.  Fiberglass 
hull,  full  keel  with  cutaway 
forefoot. 

$99,900. 


Photo-tour  this  boat  on  our  new  website 


Photo-tour  the  above  boats  and  more  on  our  new  website!  marottayachts.com 


44'  ENDURANCE  STEEL  KETCH,  1984 

Built  by  Arma  Marine  in  England.  Cruised  extensively  from  England 
to  New  Zealand.  Lehman  80hp  diesel,  200  gals,  fuel,  GPS, 
Autohelm,  Aries  windvane,  Isotherm  fridge/freezer,  spars  gold 
anodized  alloy,  7  berths,  Taylor  kerosene  heating  system,  Force  1 0 
propane  stove,  roller  furling,  round  bilge  steeel  ketch  designed  by 
refer  Ibold.  Wonderful  bluewater  vessel.  Sistership  sold  for  tens  of 
thousands  higher.  A  steal  at  $109,000. 


■ 


3 


55'  TAYANA  CENTER  COCKPIT  CUTTER,  1987 

One  of  the  best  designed  and  built  cruising  boats  available,  only  one 
on  the  West  Coast  at  present.  Spacious  interior  (aft  stateroom 
comparable  in  living  space  and  storage  to  a  70'  sailing  yacht), 
classic  teak  joinery,  rugged  construction  and  excellent  performance. 
Full  electronics.  1 35hp  Perkins  diesel  w/stand-up  workshop.  Three 
cabins,  in-line  galley.  Downtown  Sausalito  slip.  $289,000. 


^2  Marotta  Yachts  of  Sausalito 


Specializing  in  Brokerage,  Sales  and  Charter  of 
High  Quality  Yachts  Worldwide 


A  continuous  brokerage  on  the  Sausalito  Boardwalk  since  1946 

100  BAY  STREET  •  SAUSALITO  .  CALIFORNIA  94965 

Free  Reserved  Parking  For  Our  Customers 

415-331-6200  •  Fax  415-331-6213  ®m 


M-F  9-5  •  Sat  10-4  •  Sun  by  appt 


Iasi 
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Now  Dealers 
£or  the 
New  Line  of 
Albins 

A  Downeast-style 
cruiser/fishing  yacht. 
Stable,  smooth  and 
comfortable.  New 
1999  at  our  docks. 
$116,989 


Alameda  Point  Yacht  Sales'  dry  storage  brokerage  yard  is  a  better  way  to  sell 
a  boat.  No  haulout  necessary  for  survey,  easy  inspection  for  buyers  and 
inexpensive  protected  storage  keeps  your  boat  in  the  best  possible  shape 
until  she  sells.  Save  money  and  sell  faster.  Call  to  list  today. 


SAIL  < 

24'  SAN  JUAN,  77 . 2,000 

25'  MARIEHOLM . 2  at  6,000 

27'  CATALINA,  77 . 7,500 

29'  BUCCANEER  29.5, '80 . 9,500 

29'  ERICSON,  '67  . 9,500 

*30'  S2  6.5,.  78 . 9,500 

*31'  CAL,  '80 .  24,000 

*31'  BOMBAY  CLIPPER,  79 . 25,650 

*65'  MACGREGOR,  '87  .  118,000 

44'  CUSTOM .  148,000 

65'  BRUCE  FARR  CRUISER .  424,000 


POWER 

*20'  BOSTON  WHALER,  '80 . 8,500 

25'  ALBIN,  73 . 15,000 

*30'  SEA  RAY,  79 . 15,000 

36'  CHRIS  CRAFT  CONNIE,  '62  .  18,000 

28'  ALBIN,  '99  .  116,989 

31'  ALBIN,  '99 . Cal!  for  Price 

33'  ALBIN  33+3,  '99 . Call  for  Price 

35'  ALBIN,  '99 . Call  for  Price 


*  At  our  docks 


Alameda  Point 
Yacht  Sales 


Located  at  Nelson's  Marine  Complex 

1500  B  Ferry  Point,  Alameda,  CA  94501 

(510)  337-2870  fax  (510)  337-2872 


POWER 


45'  PH  TRAWLER,  79 . $149,000 

42'  TROJAN . $33,000 

40'  CHRIS  CRAFT,  '60 . $36,500 

36'  HATTERAS,  72 . $64,500 

33'  CHRIS  CRAFT, '95 . $74,500 

31'  UNIFLIGHT . $18,000 

31'  CHRIS  CRAFT  COMMANDER,  70 . $27,500 

31’  CHRIS  CRAFT, '64 . $11,500 

31'  WELLCRAFT, '81 . $34,500 

28'  CARVER,  77 . $20,000 

26  BARTENDER . $4,900 

26  WELL  CRAFT,  '81 . $24,000 

24'  SEA  RAY . $10,000 

24'  CABO . $39,500 


SAIL 

39' 

LANDFALL,  77 . 

. $45,000 

37' 

BANJER  PH,  69 . 

.  Reduced  to  $97,950 

34' 

COLUMBIA . 

. $25,500 

33’ 

HUNTER,  79 . 

. $35,000 

32' 

BENETEAU,  '84 . 

.  Reduced  to  $36,900 

32' 

ERICSON,  73 . 

. $15,500 

31' 

SOUTHERN  CROSS,  78 . 

. $39,500 

30' 

LANCER,  79 . 

. $14,500 

30' 

ISLANDER,  '84 . 

. $27,500 

29' 

CAL,  74 . 

. $12,900 

28' 

PEARSON,  '86 . 

. $23,500 

27' 

SEA  SPRITE,  '81  . 

. $23,000 

27' 

CATALINA,  79 . 

. $10,500 

25' 

CATALINA . 

. $14,500 

25'  PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  Mkl 


22'  CAPE  DORY, '85 . 

20'  FLICKA,  82 . 


I . $19,900 

. $12,000  f 

. $22,500 


mm 


GIVE  YOUR  BOAT  A  HOME 
WITH  THE  SCOUTS 


For  more  than  60  years  we  have  provided  the  educational 
instruction  of  seamanship  and  the  fun  of  sailing  and 
motorboating  to  thousands  of  Sea  Scouts  and  Boy  Scouts 
during  our  program.  In  order  to  maintain  our  programs,  addi¬ 
tional  boats  arc  always  needed!  If  you  live  in  the  Northern 
California  area  and  would  like  to  give  your  sail  or  „ 
power  boat  a  new  home,  contact: 

Jason  Stein  •  1-800-231-7963  ext.  149 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Council  •  Boy  Scouts  of  America  NjgMsLj 
~  Donations  are  Tax  Deductible ~ 


Page  236  •  UMmUJ S?  •  February,  1999 


£1111 

|  mCHTFIJVBERSy 


I 


i mmmmiEiMm 


email: 

yachtfinders@earthlink.net 

website: 

yachtworld.com/yachtfinders 


2330  Shelter  Island  Dr.,  #207 
San  Diego,  CA  92106 

(619)  224-2349 

Fax  (6 1 9)  224-4692  CATANA 


•  •  • 


Shop  YACHTFINDFRS/SaN  DlFGnl  The  yacllt  of  your  dreams  could  be  waitin9  for  y°u  in  San  Diego  now'-  Contact  us  for  more 

'  *  information  about  our  broad  selection  of  brokerage  cruising  sailboats,  race  boats  and  multihulls. 


52'  PERRY 
CATAMARAN 
'96  $695,000. 

Late  model  high-per¬ 
formance  cruising 
cat  featuring  dagger- 
boards,  carbon  fiber 
mast,  4-cabin  layout. 


44'  NAUTOR 
SWAN,  74 
$155,000. 

A  genuine  touch  of 
class  in  a  quality  per¬ 
formance  cruiser 
designed  by  Spark¬ 
man  &  Stephens. 


41' ISLANDER 
FREEPORT,  76 
$95,000. 

Popular  center 
cockpit  boat  for  a 
comfortable  life 
aboard  or  safe  long- 
range  cruising. 


•  •• 


40'  PANDA,  '81 
$159,000. 

Mexico  cruising  vet¬ 
eran  equipped  with 
windvane,  SSB, 
EPIRB,  radarandfull 
complement  of  solar 
panels. 

37'  TAYANA 
79  $79,000. 

Beautifully  finished 
teak  interior  and 
extensive  cruising 
gear. 


39'  CM  1200,  '95 
$185,000. 

Nelson/Marek  . 
design  with  rod 
rigging,  epoxy 
bottom  and  huge 
North  sail  inventory. 
She's  FAST!!! 

32'  ALUMINUM 
CUTTER,  '86 
$59,900. 

A  very  serious  and 
well-proven  Dutch- 
built  cruiser  with 
fully  finished 
interior. 


38'  ERICSON 
38-200,  '86 
$79,900. 

Seaworthy,  well- 
found  bluewater  boat 
with  fine  sailing 
characteristics. 


20'  HERITAGE  74 
$17,000. 

A  singlehanded 
sailor's  dream  in  the 
essential  'pocket 
cruiser1. 


•  •• 


Yachts  io,l 

Pete's  Harbor  •  Redwood  City 


46'  CHRIS  CRAFT  CONSTELLATION  '56 

Golden  Girl 
Classic  woody, 
under  cover  entire  life, 
bristol  condition. 
Twin  Chryslers. 
Great  liveaboard. 
Asking  $84,000 


More 


SAIL 

23'  Montgomery  w/trailer,  79  ....  $16,000 

25' Catalina, '84  .  10,000 

48'  Steel  Custom,  '60  v .  175,000 

POWER 

29’  Chris  Craft,  '86,  well  equipped  44,000 

#1  Uccelli  Blvd.,  Redwood  City,  CA  94063 
(650)  369-2050  •  Fax  (650)  369-0896 
www.  yachts  1 0 1  .com 


ity  Listings 


30'  Huntraft,  '47,  sedan,  nice . 18,000 

34'  Sea  Rocket  Power  Cat,  '96  ...  75,000 

37'  Silverton,  '88,  sedan  SF .  89,000 

37'  Californian,  77,  make  offer ...  79,900 
3f)'  PT-38,  '83,  prize  winning  yacht 
.  129,000 


JOHN  BAIER  •  CRAIG  SHIPLEY  •  SCOTTBAXTER  •  TOM  GILSON  •  SCOTTGARMAN 
www.yachtworld.com/oceanic 


34'  FISHER,  1977 
PILOTHOUSE 
KETCH 

English  built  to  Lloyds 
of  London  classification 
She  is  powered  by  a  58 
horsepower  Westerbeke 
diesel.  Espar  diesel 
heater.  Dark  blue  hull. 
$79,000 
Craig  Shipley 


(415) 

331-0533 

Fax 

(415) 

331-1642 


YACHT  SALES,  INC. 


308 

Harbor 

Drive 

Sausalito,  CA 
94965 


31'  PACIFIC  SEACRAFT 
MARIAH  MKn,  1979 

New  Yanmar  diesel,  new 
Icom  SSB  and  VHF,  radar, 
GPS,  autopilot,  inverter  and 
much  more.  This  one  owner 
boat  has  been  through  a  re¬ 
cent  and  complete  refit  and 
shows  as  new.  All  records 
available.  Call  today  for  the 
extensive  inventory  list.  A 
remarkable  value  at  $75,000/ 
offers  •Tom  Gilson 


NGT 


QUALITY  LISTINGS  INVITED  GRAND  RANKS 


J 
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#1  GATE  FIVE  RD. 


*42'  GOLDEN  WAVE,  '81.  Performance 
j  bluewoter  yacht.  Perry  design  built  by  Cheoy  Lee. 
By  for  the  nicest  on  the  market.  Furling  main, 
Perkins  4-108,  Hydraulic  backstay,  TkP,  radar, 
max  prop,  dinghy  &  O/B. 

Reduced  to  $129,000. 


(415)  33^JAJi 


V 


MEMBER 

BUG 

NeT 


(415)  332-7245 
Fax  332-4580 


Clay  &  Teresa  Prescott  •  Peter  Powell  •  Greg  Gardella  •  Claire  Jones  •  Mischa  McCormick  •  Scott  Seager 
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36'  CATAUNAS. 

HUDSON  FORCE  50.  Ketch.  1986.  Wm  Garden  de 

THREE  CHEOY  LEES... 

HUNTER  37,  1982. 

1985  at  $55,000,  1987  at  $66,000  and 

signed.  Fantasticcruiser/liveaboard.  90hp  Ford  Lehman. 

1)  33'  Clipper  Ketch,  71.  $35.000. 2)  35’  Sloop, 

Great  boat  for  cruising  and  living  aboard.  Separate 

1998  ot  $11 9,000.  Also  '87  Catalina  34. 

Newer  AP/GPS.  $149,000.  Also  1973  @$1 17,000. 

•80. $52,000. 31 3V  Offshore  Sip,  '69. $23,000. 

stall  shower  and  quarterberth  stateroom.  $42,500. 

51'  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  510,  1993.  Profes¬ 
sionally  maintained  performance  cruiser  in  like  new 
condition.  Powerful  vessel  by  America's  Cup  designer 
Philippe  Briond.  $279,000. 


37'  ESPRIT /VALIANT,  78.  Just  bock  from  Mexico. 
Perry  design.  Fully  equipped.  New  full  batten  main. 
New  upholstery.  Great  cruiser  I  Asking  $84,000. 


38'  CAMPER  NICHOLSON,  72.  English  crofts 
manship.  Anodized  spars.  ProFurl  roller  furling.  Excep¬ 
tionally  clean.  Built  to  Lloyds  specs.  $49,500. 


HUNTER  29.5,  '96.  Extremely  spacious  interior. 
Radar,'  autopilot,  GPS,  chart  plotter,  full  batten  main, 
roller  furling,  and  on,  and  on . $64,000. 


33'  TARGA 101/81.  Beoutiful  center  cockpit  boot. 
Swedish  built.  Volvo  diesel  w/low  hours.  Great  sail 
inventory.  $46,500. 


35'  HUNTER  LEGEND,  '87.  Fully  equipped  modern 
i  beauty.  Freshwater  boat  through  1 997. 

Reduced  $55,000. 


36'  ISLANDER,  1977.  Brand  new  soils.  Fully  bot- 
tened  main.  New  R/F  headsoil.  $1 5,000  spent  in  lost 
two  years.  $38,750. 


IPEARSON  365,  1981.  Recent  upholstery,  battery 
:  charger,  sail  covets.  Houled  &  pointed  1 998.  All  systems 
gone  through.  $50,000.  Also:  77  @  $59,500. 


41' JEANNEAU,  1990. 

Rare  opportunity  to  own  on  outstanding 
lote  model  offshore  voyager  with  a  new  engine 
and  new  electronics. 

Asking  $135,000. 


41'  C8C,  1984.  Fontoslic  sail  inventory.  Robertson 
■A/P,  Raytheon  radar.  Boat  shows  like  new.  $  1 1 5,000. 


38'  C&C,  1985.  Original  owner.  Consider  trade  for 
some  size  trawler.  Great  layout  below.  $84,500. 


47’  CUTTER,  1986/1998. 

'  Yanmar  51  hp. 

Over  $160,000  invested. 

Asking  $129,500. 


SELECTED  CRUISING  YACHTS 

SAIL 

5V  PASSPORT  . 

.  '84  $275,000 

36'  CATALINA . 

'83 

$55,000 

29'  RANGER,  nice . 

72 

$19,900 

50'  FORCE . 

.  73  8117,000 

36’  COLUMBIA . 

70 

$30,900 

27’  MORGAN  . 

71 

$13,777 

50'  HUDSON  FORCE  .. 

.  '86  $149,000 

36'  PEARSON . 

‘77 

$59,500 

27  CHEOY  LEE . 

'69 

$16,500 

47  CUSTOM  SLOOP ... 

.  '98  $129,500 

36'  PEARSON . 

’81 

$50,000 

25'  PACIFIC  SEACRAFT  78 

$19,900 

46'  SEA  STAR . 

.  '82  $149,900 

35  ALBERG . 

'65 

$34,900 

$9,500 

46'  PAN  OCEANIC . 

.  '86  $139,950 

35'  CHEOY  LEE . 

'80 

$52,000 

45'  MULL . 

.  '81  $127,000 

35'  CHALLENGER . 

J74 

$38,000 

60'  BURGER  + . 

'58  $252,000 

43'  STEEL  PH . 

.  '88  $85,000 

35  NIAGARA  . 

81 

$67,000 

55'  KNIGHT  &  CARVER 

'77  $195,000 

42'  GOLDEN  WAVE . 

,  '81  $129,000 

35’  ROBB  . 

'63 

$45,000 

50'  STEPHENS . 

'65  $135,000 

42'  GARDEN . 

.  '67  $75,000 

35'  HUNTER  LEGEND  .. 

'87 

$55,000 

42'  PASSPORT . .'. 

.  '81  $154,000 

34'  C&C . 

'80 

$41,000 

41'  MORGAN  . 

.  73  $61,500 

34'  CATALINA . 

'87 

Inquire 

42'  KHA  SHING  FB . 

'84  $165,000 

41'  SCEPTRE . 

.  '86  $198,000 

33'  CHEOY  LEE . 

71 

$35,000 

42'  MATTHEWS . 

'56 

$65,000 

41'  C&C . 

.  '84  $115,000 

33'  HUNTER . 

'80 

'$29,500 

40'  OWENS . 

$45,000 

41'  JEANNEAU . 

.  '90  $135,000 

33'  TARGA  101  . 

'81 

$46,500 

38'  CHRIS  CRAFT  . 

76 

Inquire 

40'  HELMSMAN . 

.  '79  $59,500 

33'  TARTAN  TEN . 

79 

Sell 

38'  MATTHEWS . 

'25 

$24,900 

40'  GREBE . 

.  '38  $39,000 

33'  TARTAN . 

'80 

$40,000 

36'  CROWN  CUSTOM  .. 

'80 

$48,500 

40'  SLOOP  WOODIE  ... 

.  '90  $100,000 

33'  PETERSON . 

$35,000 

34'  BAYLINER  AVANTI . 

'89 

$58,900 

40'  KETTENBURG . 

.  '59  $28,000 

32'  MARINER . 

70 

$24,000 

34'  BAYLINER  AVANTI , 

'88 

$58,000 

38'  ERICSON . 

.  '81  $89,000 

32'  WESTSAIL  . 

75 

$45,000 

34'  SEA  RAY . 

'85 

$45,000 

38'  CAMPER  NICHOLSON  kt  $49,500 

32'  WESTSAIL  . 

74 

$43,995 

33'  CARVER . 

76 

$42,000 

38'  C&C . 

.  '85  $84,500 

32'  WOODIE . 

'58 

$20,000 

32'  BAYLINER  AVANTI . 

'88 

$36,000 

38'  TAHITI . 

.  '76  $22,500 

32'  ERICSON . 

76 

$19,000 

30'  TOLLYCRAFT . 

72 

$26,000 

37  ESPRIT . 

.  '78  $84,000 

31'  CHEOY  LEE  SLOOP 

'69 

$23,000 

28'  WELLCRAFT  Express  '85 

$31,900 

37+  C&C . 

.  '90  $145,000 

30'  BRISTOL . 

73 

$17,500 

28'  FIBREFORM  . 

79 

$14,000 

37  HUNTER . 

.  '82  $42,500 

30'  HUNTER . 

'93 

$60,000 

28'  BAYLINER . 

'84 

$26,500 

37  HUNTER  LEGEND 

.  '88  Inqjire 

30'  Wm.  ATKINS . 

79 

$12,900 

24'  SEA  RAY . 

'86 

$13,500 

37  EXCELL  CUTTER  .. 

76  $36,000 

30’  SCAMPI . 

72 

$13,900 

24'  BAYLINER . 

'88 

$11,500 

36'  ISLANDER . 

.  ’77  $38,750 

29.5'  HUNTER,  loaded  ... 

'96 

$64,000 

22'  BAYLINER . 

'93 

$15,000 

36'  CATALINA . . 

.  '98  $119,000 

29'  CAL  9.2 . .Yi 

•83 

$24,500 

19'  BOSTON  WHALER 

'89 

$17,850 
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51'  BENETEAU  OCEANIS  510.  Cruising  luxury. 
Performance  and  outstanding  construction.  A  well  found 
and  elegant  1993  sailing  yacht.  Asking  $279,000. 


35'  SPARKMAN  &  STEPHENS  sloop,  spinn.,  new 
dsl,  Autohelm,  H&C  press,  water  &  shower,  strong  f/g 
const,  by  Hugnesof  Canada,  dinghy  w/mtr.  $37,000. 


1 27'  CLASSIC  FANTAIL  MY.  Famous  &  prominent  West 
Coast  yacht.  Dsls,  thrusters,  fireplaces,  sab,  infamous  card- 
room.  Great  as  yacht  +/or  ongoing  charier  biz.  $900,000. 


32  TARGA  Sloop.  Finland  built.  Diesel,  dodger,  new 
large  sail  inventory,  roller  furl.,  teak  decks,  center 
cockpit,  wheel,  vane  and  lots  more.  Asking  $39,500. 


30'  MONTEREY  twl,  271  GM  dsl,  radar, 
very  nice,  w/SF  Fisherman's  Wharf 


83'  ELCO  w/12V71  dsls . 70,000 

65"  WHEELER  CLASSIC  MY,  GM  dsls,  re- 
fil/resloralion  in  progress ....  112,000 
(S'  Cruising  houseboat  by  Nunes,  20' 
beom,  671  GM  dsl,  Ferry  conversion 
w/potentiol  A  charm.  A  project  in 
process,  bos  berlb ...  (2,500/offer 

43'  MATTHEWS  FB .  55,000/offer 

42' TROJAN,  aft  cabin  MY.  Great  livea- 
board  w/PH,  twins,  "Ironies  33,000 
38'  MATTHEWS  Cruiser,  '39  classic, 

twin  diesels,  perfect . (5,000 

38'TOLLYCRAFT  cabin  trawler  w/twin 
turbo  diesels,  F/B,  v.  nice .  59,500 
38' CHRIS  CRAFT  SEA  SKIFF,  fresh 
engines,  just  hauled ...  1 8,000/ofr 
34'STRIKER,  steel,  twin  w/eommercial 
crab/salmon  license ...  Ask  (0,000 
33'CRUISERS  Inc.,  twn,  Ik  new  48,500 
33'  OONZI Z-33,  twn  454s,  ++(4,500 
32'IUHRS  MARLBORO,  tuna  tower, 
twin  dsls,  fb,  radar,  more .  32,000 
32'  DRAGON  LADY  by  Fung.  All  teak 
cruiser,  copper  fastened,  dsl,  near 
new  condition .  23,500 

mist  t  MOM  AT  OUR  DOCKS  A  ILSCWHCM 


1 08'  3-most  schooner . 950,000 

(2'MTRSAIL,  Garden  6LX  dsl  225,000 
(0'STEEL  sip,  strong  cruiser..  1(5,000 
55'  HERESH0FF  Marco  Polo  schooner: 

exquisite! .  500,000 

53'CHAS.  MOWER  YWL,  classical  beau¬ 
ty  in  exc.  cond.  (O'  L0A  ...  42,000 
45' MULL  NZ,  cruise  ready ....  125,000 
43'WITfHOLZ  steel  PH  sip,  strong, 

excellent  cond.,  dsl .  85,000 

41 '  CORONADO,  cent  C/P  dsl,  fixer 

Good  buy! . Asking  $19,500 

40'PH  CUSTOM  CTR,  dsl,  '91  100,000 
40'TANCOOK  schooner,  nice! ..  30,000 
38' CHANNEL  COTTER  sip,  dsl ..  22,500 
34'CKEOY  LEE  ROBB  sip,  dsl...  49,500 

3COHLSON,  l/B,  Master  Mariner . 

winner .  18,500/ofr 

35  S&S  CANOE  STERN  sip,  dsl .  39,500 
34'RHODES  WINDWARD ..  Ask  12,000 

33'NOR'WEST  sip,  dsl . 29,500 

33'CHEOY  LEE  Clipper  ktch,  dsl  33, 000 
33'TRADEWINDSMA,  teak,  dsl 

AK/Hawaii  vet . Try  11,500 

32.5  GUSLAM  5.5M  racing  sip  12,800 
32'TARGA,  dsl,  cruise  ready ...  39,500 
32  ROYAL  Cruiser,  l/B,  classic ..  8,500 

32"  KNOCK-ABOUT  Sip,  l/B . 5,500 

31'COLUMBIA,  swing  keei,  1/8  5,900 
31'CHEOY  LEE,  Luders,  dsl,  sip  48,000 
30' J/30,  racer/cruiser,  dsl ....  24,500 
30'  CHE0Y  LEE  Bmd  ktch,  all  leak, 

copper  rivets,  bargain . 9,500 

30'HUNTER,  dsl,  wheel,  more  17,950 

30' CATALINA,  '82,  dsl .  22,000 

30'Wm.  GARDEN  dbl.  endr,  dsl  10,500 

30  ISL.  BAHAMA,  f/g,  l/B . 14,200 

30' BIRO  sip,  rebuilt  classic  race  8,500 

30’SEABIRD  Yawl . 7,500 

30'  BALTIC  masthead  sip,  Oulch-buill 
1  pocket  cruiser,  exclt  cond,  0/B .  5,000 

30'  KNUD50N  PH  Ip,  l/B . 12,000 

29' COLUMBIA  8.7,  l/B . 12,500 

28  VERTUE  by  Giles,  dsl,  more  22,000 

28' LANCER  MkVslp,'84  .  13,400 

28' FELLOWS  &  STEWART  ktch .  20,000 

27' CATALINA  sip,  dsl,  f/g . 10,500 

27'CHE0Y  LEE  LUODERSsIp  ...18,000 

27' SANTANA  Sip,  0/B . 5,000 

25'0'DAY,  0/B,  new  sails . 14,900 

2(‘  PARKER-DAWSON  ktch 

center  cockpit . . . 5,500 

26'  ERICSON  sip,  f/g . 2,500 


12,000/offers 


40'  SPORT  FISH  CHARTER  BOAT.  USCG  insp.  1 4 
puss.  &  2  crew.  Full  electronics,  twin  dsl,  all  F/G, 


46'  CAL  2-46  sloop,  diesel,  center  cockpit,  dual  steer¬ 
ing  stations,  genset.  autopilot,  heat,  roller  furling,  GREAT 
BIG  CRUISER  with  all  the  right  equipment.  $1 1 9,000. 


excellent  condition.  Ready  to  go.  Asking  $82,000. 


36'  HUNTER  cruising  sloop.  Diesel,  H&C  pressure 
water  w/shower,  full  galley,  dodger,  pulpits  &  life¬ 
lines,  roller  furl,  wheel,  more.  Asking  $42,000. 


20'  CLASSIC  ENGLISH  SLOOP.  Built  1991,  diesel. 
An  exquisite  iewelbox  of  o  bool  in  show  condition.  Has 
full  cover  ana  more.  Must  see!  Asking  $25,000. 


33'  NORWEST.  Sip.  Strength  &  performance  in  one 
package!  This  exc.  proven  cruiser  (AK  &  HI  vet)  has  the 
rightstuff!  Dsl.,  mod.  full  keel,  shower,  etc.  Ask$29,500. 


JOIN  the:  classic  P 


36'  STEPHENS  classic  sedan  cruiser.  Twins,  new  wir¬ 

ing  and  many  recent  upgrades.  Shows  pride  of  owner¬ 
ship.  Great  boot,  great  builder.  Try  $29,000. 


60  LRIUUn  >1*1,  l/y  .  s-v-rwu 

26'LUGER  sip,  f/g . 5,500 

26'  CROTCH  ISL.  PINKY,  dsl,  very  special, 

new  const,  w/chotocler . 45,000 

26'EXCALIBUR  sip,  0/B,  nice ...  6,800 
26'PEARSON  COMMANDER,  nice  6,500 

25YAMOTO  sip,  '63 . 2,500 

25'CHE0Y  LEE  PAC.  CLIPPER . 7,250 

23'5PID5GATTER  sip,  nice! . 5,600 

23' HERRESH0FF sip, dsl.  5,000/offer 

22'WELLCRAFT  sip,  0/8 . 7,700 

POWER 

1 00'  STEEL  TUG,  YTB,  excellent 
condition . .  175,000 


65'  FIFE  MASTHEAD  CUTTER 

in  steel  by  DeVries  Lentsch,  Holland.  Freshly  restored  1938  classic 
Stirring  performance,  comfort,  ambiance,  remarkable  history. 
New  Cummins  diesel.  Excellent  condition. 

Asking  $195,000. 


35'  MARINER.  Ever  popular  Bill  Garden  design. 
Proven  cruiser.  Dsl.  Well  built  &  equip’d.  Mohog  cabins, 
new  sails,  soiling  dinghy  w/ sails  &  more.  $1 9,900. 


45'  CHRIS  CRAFT  CONSTELLATION 

Twin  350s,  F/B,  aft  stateroom  w/queen,  2  heads, 
shower,  6.5  kw  Kohler,  full  galley  and  more. 
Great  for  liveaboard. 

Asking  $59,000. 


yating 


NORPAC 

YACHTS 


boats  as  fast  as 

can  get  them! 

We  would  love  to 
sell  your  boat. 
Just  call! 


SAN  RAFAEL  YACHT  HARBOR 

557  Francisco  Blvd.,  San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

15)  485-6044  •  FAX  (415)485-0335 


e-mail:  norpa<@ricochet.net 


February,  1999  •  •  Page  239 


. . . . 

Frequent  Haul  &  Launch  Dry 


hhhhM 


One  of -the  World's  Best  Boatyards  -  Right  Here,  in  Aiamp 

u  is  am  zyj  i  .  :  1 


New  Marine  Center .  Space  Available. 


New  Marine  Tenants  Include  Monarch  Yacht  Sales  and  Sal's  Inflatables 


Only  Nelson's  Offers: 

Alameda  Point  Yacht  Sales  Brokerage  Boat  Sales 

(510)337-2870  •  See  ad  page  236 

•  Guaranteed  blister  repair  with  10  year  transferable  warranty 

Fred  Andersen  Boat  &  Woodworks 

•  55,000  ft.  indoor  facility  on  9.5  acres 

(510)  522-2705 

•  Fully  fenced  and  secure  site 

Mecham  Marine  Diesel  Specialists 

•  Free  8-Point  Inspection  Program  on  all  hauled  vessels  -  a  Nelson's  first! 

(510)  522-5737 

•  Indoor  Spray  Booth  up  to  72' 

Jack  D.  Scullion  Yacht  Services  Rigging  &  Electrical 

•  24  Hour  Security 

(510)769-0508  •  See  ad  page  59 

Nelson  $  Marine 

THE  BOATOWNER’S  BOATYARD 

(510)  814-1858 

FAX  (510)  769-0815 

1500  Ferry  Point,  Alameda  Point 

Alameda,  CA  94501 

www.sfboating.com/nelsons 


ifH 


:  LINEAR  POLYURETHANE  COATINGS 


Business  Hours: 


Monday  -  Friday 
8  am -  5 pm 


